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SOLEMN REViEWr. 

SECTION L. 
^yShall the moord devour forever? ' 

We tegard with horror the custom of the ancient' hieath-* 
«ns in offering their children in sctcriftce to idols. We are 
shocked with the custoin.3 of the HuCidoos, in prostrating them- 
selves before the car of an idol to be crushed to death: in 
burning women alive on the funeral piles of their husbands ; 
ia offering a monthly sacrifice, by casting living children into 
the Ganges to be drowned. We read with astonishment of 
the sacrifices made in the p^pal crusades, and in the Ma- 
hometan and Hindoo pilgrimages. We wonder at the blind- 
ness of christian nations,. who ' have esteemed it right and 
honorable to buy Bfid sell Africans as property, and reduce 
them to bondagefor Ufe. But that whiclf is fashionable and* 
popular in a country is esteemed right and honorable, whatev- 
er may be its nature in the views ofjneu better informed. 

But while^ w^ look back with a mixture of wonder, iiidignor 
lion and) pity, on many; of ^e customs of former agasi, are wc- 
careful to enquire, whether some customs, which we deem hon* 
orable, are not the effect of popular delusion? and whethiE^r r 
tkey will not be so regarded ^by< fuiure^generati^ns ? Is it not." 
a fact, that one of the most horrid customs ^of savage men, is ; 
now popular in every nation in Christendom ? What custoia- 
of the most barbarous nations is more repugnant to the feel- 
jugs of piety, humanity and justice, than that of deciding con- 
troversies, between nations by the edge of the sword, by pow- 
der and ball, or the point of the bayonet? What other savage 
ci»stom has occasion^ed half the desolation and misery to Hjo-- 
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4 ^ Friend of Peaces 

human race? And what but the grossest infatuation^ could 
render such a custom popular among rational beings. 

When wc cemsider how great a part of mankind have per- 
ished by the hands of each other, and how large a portion of 
human calamity has resulted from war ; it surely cannot ap- 
pear indifferent, whether this custom is or is not the effect of 
delusion. Certainly there is no Custom which deser\'es a more 
thorough examination, than that which has occasioned more 
slaughter and misery, than all the other abominable customs of 
the heathen world. 

War has been so long fashionable among all nations, that its 
enormity is but little regarded ; or when thought of at all, it is 
usually considered as an evil necessary and unavoidable. Per- 
haps it is really so in the present state of society, and the'pr^*- 
sent views of mankind. But the question to be considered id 
this ; cannot the state of society and the views of civilized men ' 
be so changed as to abolisH a barbarous custom, and render 
wars unniecessary and avoidable ? 

if this question maybe a*iswej»d in th« affirmative^ tlien we 
may hope ^' the sword will not devour forever.". 

Somo may be ready to exclaim, none but God can produce 
p:ich an (effect as the abolition of war ; and we must wait for the 
raillcnnial day. Wje admit that God only can produce the ne- 
cessary change in the state of society, and the views of men ; 
but God works Vy human agency and human means. God on- 
ly could have overthrown the empire of Napoleon ; but this 
he did by granting success to the efforts of the allied powers. 
He only could hav^ produced such a change in the views of the 
British nation, as to abolish the slave trade; yet the eve^t was 
brought about by a long course of persevering and honorable 
exertions of benevolent men. 

When the thipg was first proposed, it probaUy ai^ared to 
the mEyority of the people, as an unavailing and chimerical 
project. But God raised up poxverf ul advocates, gave them the. 
sphit of perseverance, and finally crowned their efforts with - 
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Solemn Review. 5 ' 

glorious success. Now, it is jxrobaWe,^ thousands of people aro%« 
wondering how such an abominable traffic ever liad existence 
in a oation wliich had tlie ftast pretensions to Christianity or 
civilization. In a similar manner God can put an end to war, 
and fill the world with astonishment, that rational beings ever 
thouglit of such a mode of settling controversies. 

As to watting for the millennium to put an end to w^, with- 
out any exertions on our own part; this is like the?' sinaer'*' 
waiting Godfs time for conversion, while his, piursiies his course 
of vice and impiety. If ever tlier^ sludl be a i^ilknuium, in 
which tlie sword will cease to devour, it wjil pix)t)ably be cflS^* 
ed by tke blessing of God on the benevolent escertions of en- 
lightened men. Perhaps no one thing is now a greater 6bst»- - 
cle in the way of the wished for state of the church, than the 
spirit aad custom of War, which is maintained, by christians » . 
themselves. Is it not t!ien time, that.. effoirts should be ^ made • 
to enlighten the minds of christian^ on a subject of suc]i infir . 
iiite importance to the happiness of the human tace ? 

It is not the present object to proves, that, a nation may i^t 
defend their liv^s, their liberties and their property against an? , 
invading foe ; but to esquire wheili^r it is not possible to effect 
such a change in the views of men, ^lat there sliqil be'no of> , 
casion for defemive\NKr,'^ That such a state of things is desr- . . 
rable, no enlightened christian can deny.-- That it can be pro- 
duced without expensive and-persevering efforts is not imagin- . 
ed. But are not such ef&rts to exclude the miseries of war . 
from the world, as laudable, as those which have for their ob- 
ject the support of such a malignant and desolating custom ? 

The whole amount of property in the United States, is pro- 
bablji;*/ far less value, than what has been, expendedand des- 
troyod withiit two centuries by wars in -Ckristendbm. Sup- 
pose, then, t]iat one fifth of this amount had been judiciously 
laid out by peace^ associations in the different states, and na- 
tions, ill cultivating the spirit and art of peace, and in exciting : 
aju^ abhorrence of war 5 would not the othe« four fifths have . - 
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been in a great measure saved, besides many millions of lives^^^ 
arid an immense p6rti6n of misery? Had the whole value oi' 
what has been expended in wars, been appropriated to the pur- 
pose of peace, How laudable would hiave been the appropria- 
tion, arid how blessed the consequences K * 

SEX3TI0N 11. 

^^ Shall the BworddevompfwenerV^ 

That it i« possible to produce such a state of society, as to- 
exclude national wars, may appear probable iroM the follow- 
ing factsk 

1. It i» iifipossible for the rulers of any one nation to da 
much in carrying on a war with another, without tl^ aid of 
sairjects, or the coipraon people. 

2. A war between two nations is generally produced by the 
infiuence of a small numbei;. of ambitious and unprincipled in-- 
dividualB ); while tlie greater part of tlie nation has no hand- 
in t}>e business ontiL war is proclaimed. 

S. A vast majority of every civilized nation have an aver- 
sion to war ; such an aversion that it requires nmch eiOfort and^ 
management, to work up their passions so far, that they are 
willing personally t« engage' in such hazardous and bloody, 
conflicts^ The more any people are civilized imd christianiz- 
ed, the greater- is then: aversion to war j an^l^e more pdwer- 
Ibl exertions are necessary to excite what is called the tear spi-^ 
rit. Were it not for the infiueiice of a few ambitious or re-^ 
vengeful men, an offensive war could not be uttdertaken with 
any prospect of success, except when the mass of the people 
are cither uncivilized, or slaves. If then, as gre4t exertions 
sliould be made to excite a just abhorreoite of war^ as have of^ 
ten been made to excite a war ^irit, we may be very c^rtaisi 
that rulers would find little encouragement to engage in any 
war, which is not strictly defensive. And as soon as offensive 
wars shall 4;eaiej^ defensive wasrs wiH of course be uakaown. 
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4. It is an affrout to common sense^ to pre^tend tlxut niiitta- 
ry officers and soldiers have no right to ioffuire whether a war 
be just or unjust ; and that all they have .to do is to ol^ey the 
orders of government. Such a doctrine is fk tobetaught^ 
only to slaves without souk. K a inai> is* called to fight he 
should be faithfully inibrmed, and- fully satisfied^ that he. is. 
not- to act the part of a murderer, tlia^ the bjlood qC Often may: 
not be required at his hands.. Every soMter QUgJit-to be imn. 
pressed with the idea, that offensive war i& murderous^ and 
that DO government on earth ha».any right.. tOi compel jbim to-, 
shedblood^in a wanton. and aggressive war. Yet in the pre-, 
sent state of general delusion, the soldiers and most: of the cit- . 
izens are treated as havings no mQce riglit to judge of the jusr^. 
tice or the inj^isticeofawar, than the .hprse^ employed in mi-, 
litary service. On^ dne side a war is cert^^iiily unjust apd mu^- . 
derous. Yet on b^th sides it is .considered as the duty of sol- 
diers tp submit to tiie <»46» of government^ an^^bt, wheth** 
er it be murder or not mtirder ! With the same, propriety it . 
might be considered as the duty of a citizen, to obey an or-^ ^ 
der of government, fpr murdering an indjvidusd of his,awn na:v. 
tion, 

5. National'wars often origiijatefrom such petty offences^ as \ 
would not justify the tnking of ^ single v life, and. from false 
principles of honor, wliich ev^ry christian should ahhor*^ — 
What can be more perfect delusion, than to iupppse the honor 
of a nation requires a declaration of war, for such offences as ^ 
would not justify one individual .19 taking the life, of another ? . 
Or what can be more absurd than, to suppose the honor of a , . 
nation /equires going to war,, whUe these i? pot even the pros- ^ 
pect of advantage ? Is such . petnlence^ as wpuld disgrace a^. 
comBion citizen, 07 such ai^evengeful spirit, as would disgrace . 
a savage,.becommg the dignity of a national government; or , 
the ruler of a christiioi people.? 

To sacriiice human^ beings to fklse notions of natknvat {loaor, 
or tathe ambition or jstvarice of rulers^ is nobettertbantp pQer .^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8 The Friend of Peace. 

xXxem jto Moloch, or any other heathen deity. As S009 as the 
eyes of people can b% opeaecl to see that war is the efTect of 
delusioUj it wilt then become .as-iinpopular .as. any other hea- 
thenish mode of offering humaii sacrifices. ^ 

It is enoagh to lili^tUe mind cjf any reflecting mail with hor- 
ror, to think of^he niillions^of his fellmv-men, who have been 
sacrificed to the umbition, .the -avarice, the petulance, or the 
pr<0*!^gacy of an godly rulers. How shocliingr the thought, of 
ari^iies meeting under the hifjuence of enmity, artificially exci- 
ted, to plunge their, bayonets into the breasts of each other : 
uud tkiis to cfxbr liuman sacrifices by thousands, to some idoli- 
zed phantoms^of ambitious or revengeful men ! In every war 
that has Uiken place, the soldiers, on one side or the other,- 
have been eiiher the sLives or the dupes of deluded. or unprin- 
cipled rulers. The^j-jldkrii on each side often meet without 
evier havir.g experienced the least injury from each other 57— . 
w|th no enmity but v.-hat ha« been artificially excited,. and 
without having i!ie least ground tt be<)tlijnded-with.each oth-'- 
er, any more than they had in a time of perfect peaces Yet 
those wlio never had any proyocation from pne another, nor 
any hand in proclaiiiiing the war, are by ^rt inspired with eii- 
iiiity, and made to thirst for each other's blood, and to perish 
by each other's hands. , A more barbai'ous mode of offering 
human sacrifices was never practised by the most savage? na- 
tions 5 nor onejit is believe<ii? more abhorrent in the^yesxif 

Heaven. , - 

Public wars and private duels seem to be^ practised on sinoiifr . 
lar principles*. Gentlemen may fight ajnd kill for petty offen- 
ces ; but if common people do -t}ie same, they are hanged as 
murderers. Gentlemi^n oflh^ swprd cannqt wait thfe slow op- 
eration of law, for the redress of. supposed .wrongs, but must 
show themselves men»of spirit^ that is, ready to .kill Jfbr,^ of- 
fensive word. What is deemed honorable virtue in ^em, is 
shautneful vice in other people. That benevolent, forbearing 
«j^tf which is the glory of good people, is thought beneath, 
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the dignity of a gentleman of konor. First to give a chat-^ 
leiige, and thus notify a" man of a wish to kill him, is supposed.; 
to exclude the sin of murder. So in regard to war makers, 
that magnanimity and forbeiarancej which would adorn the char- 
acter of a private christian, is despised by (he ambitious ruler^ in 
relation to himselH And that petulence, rashness, and dj^re- " 
gard to the lives of others, which would render a private citi- 
zen the object of just and general abhorrence^ are regardisd 
by many, as honorable traits in the character of one, who is 
exalted to rule over men. If in the exercise of this haughty, 
unfeeling and vindictive tempe^he dedares war, this declara- 
tion, he fancies, will secure him Trom the guilt of murder.—? 
Thus thousands after thousands are sacrificed on tlieKaltar ofhi», 
ungodly ambition ; and every means, which ingenuity can in- 
vent, is employed to delude the unfortunate victims, and" 
make them believcj, that with such sacrifices God is well plea- 
sed. " " 

There is, however, one circumstance usually attending pub-, 
lie wars, which ren4«rs them mqire detestable than private du- 
rU. The duellist usually has the generosity to do his own , 
fighting I but war makers usually have the me^tnness to a-., 
void the dangers which they create, and to call on other peo-^. 
pie to fight their battles. 

Duelling is indeed a horrible custom 5 but war is as much-, 
more horrible, as it is more desolating and ruinous. Asto^ 
the principles on which war is practised, it has no advantage . 
of diielling. It is in fact national duelling^ attended generally 
with this dishonorable circumstance, that those who give and 
accept the challenge,^ call tegether a multitude of seconds, and 
then have not the Baagnanimity^ first to rirfc their own lives, 
but tiiey involve their seconds in a bloody contest, while they 
thenniselves stand remote from danger, as spectators, or at 
most as directors of tlie awful combat. 6r perhaps more 
coa^picn-yj^.tiQieiMssuing their bloody mr»nc?atC; tlioy indulge in 
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pleasure, regardless of the suffering of-others. So " the king 
and Haman sat down to drink 5 but the city Shushjin was,per-^ 
plexed." 

SECTION 11:?. 

^ Shall the B^ord devour forev^er ? 

In favor of war several pleas will probably be made. 

First. Some will plead that the Israelites were permitted^ 
end even commanded to make war oti the inhabitants of Ca- 
naan. To this it may be answered, that the Giver and Arbi-* 
ter of life had a right, if he pleased, to make use of the savage 
customs of the age, for punishing guilty nations. If any gov- 
ernment of the present day should receive a commissiop to 
make ws^r, as the Israelites did, let the order be obeyed. But- 
until they have such a commission, let it not be imagined that^ 
they caiL innocently mak« war. 

As a ftirthpr answer to this plea^ w:e have to observe, that^ 
God has given encouragement, that under the reign of the - 
Messiahj there shall be such a time of peace, ^-^ that natipa-. 
shall not lift up a sword against iiation, neither shall they 
learn war any more." Micah iv. 3. If thispredijction shall ev- 
er be fulfdled, the present delirsion in favor of war must be 
clone away- J^ow then are we to expect the way will be pre* 
paredr for the accomplishment of the predixition ? Probably 
tliis is not to be done by mimculous agency, but by the blessiog ^ 
pf God OK tlie benevolent exertions of in(dividuals to open the- 
eyes of their fellow mortals, in respect to the evils and delu-» 
sions of war, and the blessings of peaceu^ Those wlio shall be • 
the instruments of producing so importaut. a .change in the- 
vifjwsof men, will be i^.an. emineiit sejise, ^^ peace m^kers,'^'- 
and will be entitled to the appeliation and privileges of" the . 
sdns of God.'' How much more glorious the achieveinent, t»- 
^onqwer the prejudices an^l .delusions o( niien-on thi^. subject,. 
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by kindness awd reason, than to conquer the worl^ by the 
edge of the sword ! 

A" second plea in favor of the custom of war may be this-^ 
^hat war is an advantage to a nation, as. it usually takes ojff 
many vicious and dangerous characters. But does not war 
make two such characters for every one it removes ? Is it not 
a fact the greatest school of depravity, and the greatest «ourc6 
of mischievous and dangerous characters that ever existed a^^ 
mong men ? Does not a' state of war lower down die stand- 
ard of morality in a nation, so that a vast j>ortlon of comnK>n 
vice is scarcely observed as evil ? Let any one who wa& old 
enough to observe the state of morals prioi: to our revolution, 
ask himself, What was the effect of that war on the morals o^ 
New-Ehgland? 

^ '^Besides, is it not awful to think of sending vicious men be- 
yond tlie nieans of refonnation, and the hope of repentance ! 
When they are i^eift into the army, what is this but consigning 
them to a state wh^re they will rapidly fill up the measure of 
their iniquiQ^, andi^ecdmfe ** fitted to destruction !" 

Thirdly, Pt wifilje pleaded, that nO substitute for war can 
be devised, which will iifisure to a nation a redress of wrongs^. 
In reply we maiy ask, Is it common for a nation to obtain a 
redre99 of wrongs by war ? As to rsire^h^ id not the wars of 
nations resemble boxing at a tavern, when both the combat- 
"ants receive a terrible bruising, then drink a mug of flip to^ 
gether and make peace ; each, however, bearing for a long 
lime, the marks of bis folly and madness ? A redress of 
^wrongs by war is so Uncommon, that unless revenge is redress, 
and muttiplied injuries satisfaction, We 'Should suppose that 
QQ^e^tin^dhien would run the hazard. 

But ift^e cyeii of people cotdd be opened in rcfgard to tHe 
evils and delusions of %ar, VoUld it not be^asy to foVin a con- 
federacy of nati^^, tind t>rgai;iiz<^ a High court of equity, to 
decide national controVei^iesr ? Why lAight not such a court 
be ooraposed ofsbmeof the most emisent diaracters from 
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each nation ? and a complianipe tsi^ith the d6cisi6n of th6 
't3©urt be made 'a pohit of national honor, to prevent the efili- 
Bion of blood, atid to presei'vc theTblessings of peace ? Can a- 
ny considerate person say, thai the probability of tiBtaining 
tight in such "a court, 'Svoiild be less than by an appeal t6 
arms^ When an individual 'appeals toa court of justice for 
the redress of wrongs, it is not always the casV that he bbtaiiis 
his right, ^ill su<;h ari appeal is more.safe, hohoyablc and certain, 
as well as -more benevolent, than for the fridividual to atteAipt 
to obtain a redress by his pfkol or his sword. And are not thfe 
reasons for Avoiding an appeal to the sw6rcly for the redress of 
w^oiigs, always ^eat m prbJ)ortion i;o the calamities, whicii 
such an appeal must naturally iriyorye ? If this be a fact, theh 
^ there is infinitely greatet reason, why two nations should avoiB 
an app^nl to arms, than oisually exists ag^tinst a bloody cortibat 
between t^w contending individuals. 

In the fourth place it may beiurged, ti:rsin a spirit of forbear- 
ance on the part of a national government, Wotild operate as 
ari invitation to repeated insult aiifd dggeossioli. ^ 

But is thi^ plea founded on facfe and 'experieh^fe ? Does it 
laccord with what is w^U krtbwh of hinlian-nature^ ? Who are 
the persons in society thdt 'most fVequehtly receive insult and 
abuse "?, Are they the' toeelc, the benevolent, and tlte forbear- 
ing ? Do these -tnote coiaimoiily hav^ reason to complain, 
than peraoiis of "quick . rSs^itnieiit, who are ready to iight on 
the lea(^' provocation ? 

There' are two sects of ptofessed christians in this countfy, 
Whidhj'^'s sects, are J)6culiar in their opinions respecting the 
lawfulness of War)' and the right of repelling injury by violence* 
These are the Quakers and th^ Shak<?rs. They xii-e remso-ka- 
bly pacifid Now we ask, does it appear from experience that 
their forbearing spirit brings on them a greater portion of iixr- 
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jafV and insult tha» what is experienced by people of other • 
sects ? Is not the reverse of this true in fact ? There may in- 
deed be some instanced of such gross depravity, as a person's 
taking advantage of their pacific character, to do them injury, 
with the hope of impunity. But iji general, it is believed, 
their pacific principles and spirit command the esteem even 
of the vicious, and operate as a shield from insult and abuse. 

The question may be brought home to every society. How 
«eklom do children of a mild, forbearuig temper experience 
insult or injury, compai*ed tvitli the waspish, who will sting if 
touched } The same inquiry may be made in respect to per- 
sons of these opposite descriptions of every -age^ and in every 
situation of life 5. and tlie result will be favorable to the point 
in question. 

rShoUid any deny the applicability of these examples to na- 
tioiial i-ulers, we have the pleasure of being able to MOttuce 
one exaipple, which is undeniably applicable. - *" 

Wben William Penn took the government of Pennsylvfcia, 
he distinctly avowed to the Indians his forbearing and pacific 
principles, and his benevolent wishes for uninterrupted peace 
with tliem. On these principles the ' governmetit was admin- 
istered, while it remained in the hai^s of tlie Quakers^ What 
then was the effect ? Did this pacific cliaracter in government 
invite aggressiom and insult? Let the answer be given in the 
language of the Edinburgh Review of the Life of Williain 
Penii. Speaking of the treaty made by Penn- with die In- 
dians, the Reviewer says : 

" Such indeed was the spirit in which the negotiation was 

entered into,,and the corresponding settlement conducted, that 

for the space of more than ^evsKty year^ — and so long indeed 

as the quakers retained the chief power in the government, 

the peace and amity> which had be(Hi thus solemnly promised 

and concluded, never was violated ; and a large though solita-' 

ry exaxnple 3iffqrded,orthe facility with which they, who are 

really tHUcero and- friendly in their views, may Uve in harm^ 

B 
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ny with those who are supposed to be peculiarly fierce and 
faithless.'' 

Shall then this " solitary." but successful " example" nevet 
be imitated ? " Shall the sword devour foi^ver ?" - 

SECTION IV. 

Some of the evils of war have already been mentioned, but 
the field is almost boundless. The demoralizing and deprav- 
ing effects of war cannot be too seriously considered. We 
have heard much of the corrupting tendencyof some of the 
rites and customs of the heathen; but what custom of the hea- 
then nations had a greater effect in depraving the human 
character than the custom of war? What is that feeling usu- 
ally called a, war spirit^ but a deleterious compound of ehthii- 
siaMiMrdor, ambition, malignity and revenge ? a compound 
which ajueally endangers the soul of the possessor, as the life 
•f hk enemy! Who, but a person deranged or deluded^ 
woula think it safe- to rush into the presence of his Judge with 
his heart boiling with enmity, and his brother's blood dripping 
from his hands ? Yet in time of war, how much pains is taken 
to excite and n>aintain this blood thirsty disposition, as essen- 
tial to success ! . • ., 

The proftwion of a soldier Exposes him to sudden and un* 
tifnely death, and at the same time hardens his heairt, and ren- 
ders him regardless of "his final account. Wben ^ person goes 
into tlie army, it is expected df him, that he VHl rise above the 
f^^ar of deatlib In doing this lie too commonly rises abnove the 
fear of God, cfiid all serfmis concern for his soul; It is not de- 
nied di^at some men ^ustam virtttows charactei*s amidst the con- 
Camii^ting vapors of a camp; and ^otne may be reformed by 
a senile of the dangers to which- they are exposed; but these 
«pfe uncorancU)!! occurrences. 

The depravity, occasioned by war, is not confined to the ar- 
^y. Svery species of vice gaifts ground in a nation during h 
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wart And when a war i^ brought to a close, seldom, perhaps, 
does a community return to its former standard of morals. In 
time of peace, vice and irreligion generally retain the ground' 
they acquired by war. As every war augments the amount of 
national depravity, so it.proportionably increases the dangers 
and miseries of society;* 

Among ^e evil effects.of warj a wanton^under valuing of hur 
man life ought to be mentioned. This effect may appear in 
various focras. When a war is declared for the reikess of 
some wrong,, in regard to property, if nothing but property be 
taken into consideration, the result is hot commonly better, 
than spending five hundred dollars, in a law. suit, to recover a 
debt often. . But when- wet come to- estimate human lives a- 
gainst dollars and. cents, how are ^ We confounded.! ^^AIl that 
a man hath will he give for his.lifei" ATet^ by. the oustom of 
war, men ai-e so deluded, that, a ruler may give fifty or a hun- 
dred thousand lives, when only a trifling amount of property 
is in questipit, and when tlie probabilities are as ten to one a- 
gainst him, that even^that small amount will not be secured 
by the contest. It must however, again be remarked, thai, 
war makers do not usually give their men lives^hut the Iwe^of 
others. IIow oflen has a war been declared with the prospect 

* It ha^feeen suggested by a friend that there i* an except 
tion to this account — that Great Britain has been engaged in 
war the greater part of the time for a century, and ^at ppDba«» 
bly ^he moral andreligious character of the nation has been 
improved during that- period. 

Admitting the correctness of this statement^ it amounts to 
no more than one exception from a general rule ; and this one^ 
maybe accounted for, on the ground of singular facts. 

I. The Island of Great Britain has not been the seat of war 
Ibr a long course of years. The wars of that nation have been 
carried on abroad; 'fetid' their army and navy have had little in- . 
tercourse with the population at home. This mode of war*- 
fare has tended to remove from tiieir own country the corrupt* 
ing influence of military camps. Had their island ^ been tko 
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that not less than 50,000 lives must be sacrificed ; and whik> 
the chief agent in making tlje war would not have giyen hif 
#wn life> to secure to lii& nation eveiy thii>g that he claimed 
from tiie other ? And are rulers to be uplield in thus gambling 
away the lives of otlnjrs, while they are careftil to secure thek 
own ? If people in general could obtain just views of this spe- 
cies of gambling, rulers w\3uldl not make oiTenstve wars with 
impunity. How little do they consider the misery and wretch-* 
•dness which they bring on those., for whom they should exer- 
cise the kindness and care of a father ! Does it not appear 
that they regard the lives of soldiers as mere property, which 
they may sacrifice, or barter away at pleasure ? War is in 
truA the most dreadful species of gambling. Rulers are the 
gamblers. The lives and property of their subjects are the 
things they put to hazard in the game ; and he that is most 
successful in doing mischief, is considered a^. the best game-^ 
8ter. 

If by the custom of war rulers learn to undervalue the lives 
of their own subjects, how much more dp they undervalue tlie 
lives of their enemies! As they learn to hear of the loss of five 
hundred or a thous^d of their own m.en, with perhaps less. 

seat of war for eighty years out of a hundred, the effects^ 
would, in a great measure, have been reversed. Bttt 

2, There have been within 20 years, singular efforts ill that 
nation, which have had a tendency to counteract the moral in- 
fluence of war. Their Missionary Societies, their Bible Socie- 
ties, and a vast number of religious, moral, and charitable 
institutions, must have had a powerful and favorable influence 
on the character of the nation. By these and ikot hy ware, the 
moral state of the nation has been improved. 

After all, we are perhaps not yery adequate judges of the: 
present depravity in that nation. Their army and navy naay 
9till be considered in estimating the amomit of ns^tipnal depra- 
vity, as well as of population. Let these,ceturn bo>ne, be dis-^ 
handed, and mixed with the gener^d mass of citizeus; what 
then would be the moral state of society in Great Britain ? 
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fueling than they would hear of the death of a favorite hocse 
or dog ; so they learn to hear of the death of thousands after 
thousands on the side of the enemy, with joy and exultation. 
If their own meubave succeeded in taking an unimportant for- 
tress or a frigate^ with tte loss of fifty lives on their own side, 
fimd fifty-one on the other, this is a matter of joy and triumph. 
^his time they have got the ganie. But alas ! at what ex-^ 
pense to ^others! This expense, however, does, not intenruiyt 
the joy of war makers. They leave it to the wounded and the 
iriends of the dead to /eeZ and to mourn. 

This dreadful depravity of feeling is not confined to rulers 
in time of war. The army becomes abandoned to such depra« 
vity. They learn to undervalue not only the lives, of their en- 
emies, but even their own ; and will often wantonly rush into 
the arms of death, for the sake of military glory. And more 
or less of the same want of feeling, and the same undervalue 
ing of human life^ extends through the nation^ in proportion; 
to the frequency of battles, and the duration of war. 

If any thing be done by^4he army of one nation, which is 
deemed by the other as contrary to. the modern usages in warf 
how soon do. we hear the exclamation, of Goths^and Fandahf 
Yet what are christi.aftis at war, better than thosQ barbarous^ 
tribes ? and what is the war spirit in them, better than the spi- 
rit of Goths and Vandals? When ^he war spirit js excited, it 
is not always to be circumscribed in its, operations,; by the re-. 
Anements of civilization. It is at best a bloody and desolating 
spirit. 

What is pur boast of civiliisation^ or christianization, while- 
w^ tolerate, as popular and justifiable, the most horrid custom . 
which ever resulted from human wickedness ! Should a peri- 
od arrive,. wbeii the nations-."'Shall learn war po more 5" what.,, 
will posterity think of our claims as christians and civilized 
men? The custom.of sacrificing men by war, may appear to 
them as the hJaclcest of oH^hetLihen superstitions. Its present , 
populi^ity may tippear as wonderful to ages to come, as th§ 
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« 
pa^sV popularity of any ancient custom now does to us.— i-- 
What ! they may exclaim, could those be Christians^ who 
would sacrifice men by thousands to a point of Aonor, falsely 
so called 5 or to obtain a redress of, a trifling wrong in regard 
, to property ! If such were the custon^? of christians, what 
were th^y better than. the heathens of their own times ? 

Perhaps some apologist may rise up in that day, and plead, 
that it appears from the histoiy of our times, that it was sup- 
posed negessary to the safety of a nation, that its government 
s]ioi,dd be qui^k to assume a warlike tone and attitude, upon^ 
every infringenjent of their rights ; that magnanimous forbear- 
ance was considered as pusillanimity, and that christian meek- 
nes8*was thought intolerable in the character of a rulen 

To this others may reply*— Could these professe^ christians 
imagine, that thei# safety depended on display ilig a spirit the- 
reverse ©f their Master's ? Could they suppose such a tempei[ 
b^st calculated to insui ^ the protection of him, who held their 
destjny in his liands? Did they not know that wars were of a 
demoralizing tendency, and that the greatest danger of a na- 
tion resulted fromit^^conHiption and depravity ? Did they not 
a)so.%now, that a haughty spirit of resentment in one goveni-v 
ment, was very sqjre to provoke a similar spirit in another ? 
that one war usually paved the Vay for a repetition of similar 
c^amitieflf, by depraving each of the contending parties, and ^ 
by Bx|ng^ enmities and jealousies, which woiild-^^be ready, tet 
break forth on the most frivdlous occasions ? - 

SECTION v;.. 

That we may obtain^ a stiH clearer a'i6w, of tj^ delusions of; 
war, lot us look back to the origin of society. Suppose a fam->. 
ily, like that of Noah, to commence the settlement of a coun-,^ 
try. They multiply into a number of distinct families. Then 
in the couj^ste of years they become so numerous, as to form, 
di^stinst goveranieiits. In any 5tag^ of their progreps, uj^foi^ 
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tunate disputes might arise by the imprudence, the avarice, or 
the ambition of individuals. 

Now at what period would it be jwoper to introduce the cus- 
tom of deciding controversies by the edge of the sword; or an 
appeal to arms ? Might this be done when the families had* 
increased to ten ? Who would not be shocked at the madness* 
of introducing such a custom undfer such circumstances ?* 
Might it then with more propriety be done when the families 
had multiplied to fifty, or to a hundred, or a thousand, or ten 
thousand ? The greater the number, the greater the danger, 
the greater the carnage and calamity. Brides, what reason 
cjmbe given-, why this mode of deciding controversies would 
qot be asj proper when there but ten families, as when tlitere 
were ten thousand. And why might not two individuals thus 
decide disputes,, as well as two'nations .?- 

Perhaps all will admit that the custom coutd not be 
Ilonorably introduced, until they separated, and formed two 
or more distinpt.gpy.qijnnients. But» would this change of cir- 
cumstances <MssolVe their ties as. brethren, and their obliga- 
tions as accountabte beings ? Would the organization of dis* 
tinct governments confer a right on rulers to appeal to arms^ 
for the settlement of controversies?^ Is it not manifest, that 
no period can be assigned, at which^ the introduction of such 
a custom would not be absolute murder ? And shall a custom^ 
which must have been murderous at its commencement, be 
now upbeld'as necessary and honorable { 

But, skys the objector, in determining the question,, wheth* 
er war is now the effect of delusion, we must consider what 
mankind arCy and not what they would have been, had wars 
qever been introduced. 

To this we reply : We should consider both 5 and by what 
ought to have been the state of society, we may discover the 
present dtelusion, andthe need of light and reformation. If it 
would have been to the honor of the human race, had thecus-? 
torn of war never commenced, it Epust be d,jB9irable to dispell 
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the present darkness, and exterminate the desolating scourge. 
The same objection might have been mad^ to the proposition 
in the British Parliament for the abolition of the slave trade : 
the same may now be niade against any attempt to abolish the 
custom of human sacrifices among .the Hindoos ; yea, the 
same may be urged against eveiy attempt to root out perni- 
cious and immoral ciTstoms of long standing. 

l^et it then be seriously considered, how abominably mur- 
derous the custom must have been in its origin ; how pre- 
carious the mpde of obtaining redress 5 how often the aggres- 
sor is successful ; how small a part even of the successfiil na- 
tion is ever benefitted by tjio warj how- a nation is almost uni- 
§)naly impoverished by the contest 5 how many individuals 
are, absolutely ruined as to property, or morals, or both ; and 
-v^h^ta multitude xff fellow creatures, are hurded into etemityv 
iji an imtihiely manner, and an unprepared state. And who 
can hesitate a moinjent to denounce war as the effect; of popu- 
Ieu: delusion ? 

Let eypry chris^n seriously consider the malignant nature 
of th^t spirit, which wai* makers evidently wish to excite, and 
compare it with the temper of Jesus, and where is the christian 
who would not shudder at the thought of dying in the exercise 
«f the common., war spirit, and also at the thought of being the 
instrument of exciting such a spirit in his fellow men ? Any. 
-custom which cannot be supported but by exciting in men the 
very temper of the devil, ought surely to be banished from the. 
. christian world. 

The impression, that aggressive war is miirderous,^ is gene- 
ral among christians, if not universaL The justness of this int- 
pression seems to be admitted by almost every government in, 
^uig to war. For this reason each of two governments en- 
deavors to fix on the other the charge of aggression, and to^ 
assume to itself the ground of defending some right, or aven- 
ging some wroz\g. Thu4^ each excuses itself, and charges the 
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other with all the blood and misery, which result from the 
contest. 

These facts, however, are so far from affording a plea in fa- 
vor of the cu&tom of war, that they afford a weighty reason for 
its abolition. If in tlie view of conscience, the aggressor is a 
murderer^ and answerable for the blood shed in ^ar ; if one ^ 
or the other must be viewed by God as the aggressor 5 and if 
such is tlie delusion attending war, that each party is liable to 
consider the other as the aggressor ; surely there must'be se- 
rious danger of a nation's being involved in the guilt of mur- 
der, while they imagine they have a cause which may be jus- 
tified. 

So prone are men to be bUnded by their pass^ns, tlieir pre- 
judices and their interests, that in most private quarrels, each 
of two individuals persuades himself that he is in the rights 
and his neighbor in the wrong.. Hence the propriety of arbi- 
trations, references, and appeals to courts of justice, that per- 
sons more disinterested may judge, and prevent that injus^ 
tice and desolation, which would result ftom deciding prlva^ 
disputes by single combat or acts of violence. 

But rulers of nations are as liable to be misled by their pas- 
^ons and interests as other men ; and when misled, they are . 
v€ry sure to mislead those of their subjects, who have confi-^ 
dence in tliQir wisdom and integrity. Hence it is highly im* 
portant that the custom of war should be abolished, and son^e 
other iixode adopted, to settle^ disputes between nations. la 
private disputes there may be cause oif complaint on each ftlde^ 
while neither has reason to shed the blood of the other; much 
less to shed the blood of innocent family connexions, neigli« 
bors and friends. So of twQ natton»„ each may have cause of 
complaint, while neither can be justified in making war 5 and 
much less in shedding the blood of innocent people, who have 
had no hand .in giving the offence. 

It i3 Vin a-A'ful feature in the character of war, and a*trong 
vc^sou why it shoold^nqt he countejciai;cedj thi^t it iiivoJvQS tho^ 
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innocent with the guilty in the calamities it inflicts ; and ofr 
ten falls with the greatest vengeance on those^ who have had 
no concern in the inanagement of national affairs; It surely is 
not a crime to be born in a countrj'-, which is afterwards in\'a-^ 
ded ; yet in how many instances do war makers punish or de- 
stroy, for no other crime than being a native or resident of an 
invaded territory. A modb of revenge or redre^, which 
makes no distinction between, the innocent and guilty, ought 
to be discountenanced by every friend to justice and human- 

Besides, as the rulers of a. nation are as liable as other peo- 
ple, to be governed by passion and prejudice, there is as littfe 
prospect of justice in permitting war for the decision of na- 
tional disputes, as there would be in permitting an incensed 
individual to be, in his own cause, complainant, witness, judge, 
jury and executioner. In what point of view, then, is war not. 
V) be regarded with horror ? 

SECTION yi. 

^ Shall the sword devour forever ?" 

That wars have been so over-ruled by God, afe to be the oc*- 
casion of som^ benefits to mankind, w^ill not be dlenied 5 for 
the same may be said of every fashion or custom that ever 
was popular among men* War may have been> the occasion 
of advancing useM' arts and sciences, and even of the spread 
of the gospel. But we arje.not to do evil that good may 
come, nor countenance evil because God may over-rule it for 
good. 
• One advantage of war, which has often been mentioned, is 
this — ^it gives opportunity for the display of extraordinivy tal- 
ents, of daring eriterprize and intrepidity. But let robbery, 
and piracy become as popular as war haa been, and will not 
tihese customs give as great opportunity for the display of the 
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«ame talents and qualities df mind ? Shall we tlierefore en*- 
courage robbery and piracy ? Indeed, it may be asked, de 
we nbt "encourage thede crimes ? »F6r what is modern warfare 
but a popular, refined aifd legalboe^ mode of robbery, piracy, 
and murder, preceded by a j^oclamation, giving notice of the 
purpose of the war maker ? But whether sucli a |nrodamatioR 
chauiges the character oftlie following enormities, isa^iiestion 
to be decided at a higher ^ourt than tliat of any earthly sove- 
reign, and hy a law superioi* to the law of nations. 

The answer of a pirAte to Alexander the Oreat, was as just 
•as it was severe -: ^* 6y what right,'^ said the king, " do you in* 
Test the seas ?" The pirate replied, " By the same that you 
infest the iNuverse. But because 1 do it in a small ship, I am 
called a rSfebet; and because you do the same acts with a ' 
^reat fleet, you are Called a conqueror.^^' 

Equally just was the language of the Scythian ambassadors 
to the same deluded monarch : " Thou boastest th^at the only 
design of diy marches is to extirpate robbers. Thou thyBdf 
art the greOiest robber tn^theworl^.^ 

May we then ple^d for the custom of wiar, becaOse it produ- 
■zei% sucli mighty robbers as Alexander ? Or if once in an age 
it shoujd produce such a character -as Washington, will this 
make amends for the slaughter of twenty millions of human 
1)eings, and all the other concomitant evils of war ? 

If the characters of such men as Alexander had been held 
in just abhorrence by mankind, this single circumstance would 
probably have saved m«tiy ittillionS from untimely death. But 
the celebrity which delusion has given to tlia< desolating rob- 
ber, and the renown attached to his splendid crimes, have ex- 
cited the ambition Of others, in every succeeding age, and fill* 
ed the world with misery and blood. 

Is it not then time for christians to learn iiof to attach gio^ 
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to guilt, or to praise actions which tjod'will condemn? Thlit 
Alexander possessed talents worthy of admiration, will be ad- 
mitted. But when such talents are prostituted to the \^le pur- 
pose of military fame^ by spreading destruction and iftisery 
through the world, a chatacter is formed, which should be 
branded with everlasting infamy. And nothing perhaps short 
of the commission of such Atrocious deeds, can more endan- 
ger the welfare of community , than the applause given to suc- 
cessful military|desperadoes. Murder and robbery are- not the 
less criminal for being pei-petrated by a king, or a mighty 
warrior. Nor will the applause of deluded mortals secme 
such monsters from the vengeance of heaven. 

Dr. Prideaux states, that in the fifty battles fought l>y Csesaf^ 
lie slew one million, one hundred and ninety ttoo tJmisand of 
his enemies. If to this number we add the loss of troops on 
his own side, and the slaughter of women and children on 
both sides, we shall probably have a total of two millions of 
human beings, sacrificed to the ambition of one man. 

If we assign an equal number to Alexander, and the same 
to Napoleon, which we probably may do with justice, then to 
€hree military butchers, we may ascribe the untimely death of 
six millions of the human family : a number equal to the whole 
population of the. United States, in the year 1800. Is it not 
then reasonable to believe, that a greater number of human 
beings have been slain by the murdei*ous custom of war, than 
t]ie whole amount of the present population of tj^ie world ? To 
what heathen deity was there ever offered such a multitude of 
human sacrifices, as have been offered to human ambition ? 

Shall then the christian world remain silept in regard to the 
enormity of this custon^, and even applaud the deeds of men, 
who were a curse to the age in which they lived } men,. whose 
talents were employed, not in advancmg the happiness of the 
human race, but \sa .spreading desolation aud misery through 
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the world i 'Oa the same piinciple that such meti arp a^plaiKl-^ 
cd, we ralay applatid the chief of a band of robbers and pirates 
in proportion to bis ingenuity, intrepidity, and address^ in do- 
ing mischief. If the chief displays these energies of mind in 
a high degrtee in a successful course of plundering and morder, 
then he is a ^' mighty hunter y^^ a man of gretcf renowii; 

But if we atta'cli glory to such exploits, do ;ve not encouragie 
bthers to adopt the ^am^ road to fame? Besides, woul<i iiot 
isuch applause betray a most ' depraved taste \ a taste which 
nitikes no proper distinction between virtue and vice, or do- 
ing good and Soing mischief; a ta^e to be (Captivated with the 
glare of bold exploits, but regardless of thd eUd to which thfey 
were directed^ tlie wie«n^ by which they werd ?i<5coniplished, 
the misery which they occasioned to others^ anci thii light in 
which they must be viewed by a benevolent God f* 

SECTION VII. • 

'An important question now occurs. By what meaiis is it 
possible to produce such a change in the state of society, and 
the views of christiah nations, that every rulei- shall feel that 
his dwn honor, safety and happiness^ depend on his displaying 
a pacific spirit, and forbearing to engage in offensive wars ?-»* 
I^ it itm possible to form powerful peace societies, iii every "rtft« 
tion of Christendom, whose object shall be^ to support gOvern- 
itient and secure the nation from Svar? 

In such isocieties we may hope \6 et^^e dVi^ry ftxid minis- 
ter of the Prince of peace, arid evci'y christitm who possesses 
the tempel: of his master. In thfe n^Mber would b^ included 
a large portion of imporCaM divil characters; Having formed 
societies for this purpose*, let th6 contributions be liberal, in 
some m'easui^e (^ofresportding with the magnilude and iihpdi'- 
tahc6 oif'lh^ dbject. Let these be jitdicioiisly appropriated to; 
the pufj^oseJ of di^tisingli^it, ar^.d the spirit of peace in every 
rfitectPoirir^ aild fbr exciting a just abhorrence o£^ war in every 
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4et ptiiiPting presses' be establislied in sufficient Riunbers to 
Meveiy land with news ;papers/tvacts ^and periodical worlcs^ 
adapted to the pacific designer the -socl^les. Let these all 
be calculated for the ^pport and encouragement of fgood ru- 
lers, and for the cultivation of a mild and pacific teniper'aiiit)^ 
every class of citizens. 

The object would be so perfectly harmonious with the spirit, 
the design, Bnd the glory of the gospel, that it might be fre- 
quently the subject of xiiscussioii in the pulpit^ the subject of 
sabbath and evei:y day conversation, and be hitroduced Jiilto 
"our d«ily prayers %o God, whether in public or privat»» 

Another means of advancing the object, deserves particular 
consideration'^ namely^ early ^education. This grand olyect 
should have a place in eveiy plan of education, in families, 
common schools, academies and universities. 

** Train up a child in the way hfe should go, and when he is 
''lold, lie will not depart from it.^' The power of education has 
been tned, to make children of a ferocious, blood-thirsty char- 
acter. iLet it now have « fair chance, to see what it will do io^ 
. Wards making mild, friendly and peaceful citizens. 

As there is an aversion to war in the breast of a large ttta- 
5^ty of people in every civilized oommuhity; and as its evils 
have been recently felt in every christian n&tion ; U there not 
ground to hope, that it would be as easy to excite a dispo^i^ 
lion for peace, as a disposition for war ? If then, peace soci- 
etie8.3hould be formed, and such means be put in operation, 
as have been suggested, is it not very certain^ that the mosC 
beneficial ^ects would result ? Would they not gradually 
produce an imp4>rtaat change in^ the views atid state of society; 
and give a new thdracter to christian nations ? What institu* 
tion or project would ifiore Hattirkliy unite ail pious and virtu** 
91^ men i And on what dibrts could we ^inore reasonablj^ 
hppe for thd blessing of the Ood of peace ? 

Should prudent, vigorous^ ^d well conducted efibrts 1^ 
made, is a cejittity fiom this time^ the aatioos f^t ckrfsleodom 
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ipay consider human siacrifices, made^ by wari ia tlie same 
light they now view the ancient sacrifices to Moloch^ or iti 
the light of wanton tind, deliberate murder.. And such, a 
change in the viewa^of men must conduce to the security and 
stabili^ of human governments, and t<y the felicity of the 
world* A« soon as christian nations are impressed witU the 
Importance of tills change, they may find access tq the heap- 
then. But while christians indulge the- custom of war, which, 
is in truth the very worst custom in the world, with what face 
can they reprove the heathen, or assume anjong them the of* 
fice of instructors 1 '^ Physician^ heel thyselC 

The Bible Societies, sdready formed in ^-arious parts of the 
world, must naturally, and even necessarily aid the object 
liow proposed. Indeed, the two objects are so congenial^ that 
whatever promotes, the one, will aid the other. Nor is iveasy 
to see how any Bible Society could refrain from voluntarily 
aifording all possible encouragement to peace societies. The 
same may be said of ^U missionary societies, and societies for 
propagating the gospel; Sho%ild tliiese ali cordially co-op erate 
they must f<H:m.a most-powerful association. 

But«ouF hopes and expectations are not limited here« The 
societies ofFriends and Shakers will come m of course, aniL 
cordially contribute to the glorious object. May we not also 
expect a ready acquiescence from the particular churches of 
every denomination in the land ? And why may we not look 
tp th^ various literary and political societies, for aid in a plan^ 
Y^hich hqys the s^urity, the peace and the happiness of the. 
world for its object. . 

Th^t there are obstacles and.pbjectioBs to be encountered 
we cannot depy ; but it is confidently believed, tliat. there are^ 
jioiie insurmountable ^ because God will aid in such a cause^. 
and the time is at hand, when his prediction shall be fulfilled.' 

As the olrject iff not of a party nature, and as party distinc- 
tions and party purposes have been excluded from the discus- 
lion, it is hoped no objection wil) arise fi^onv the present stato 
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of political par«ie$ in this country. The iQpposed delusion h^ 
lespect to war, is coniined to nq nation, nor to any political 
jfoet in any countrjr. . Wtat has beej^ saicl on the subject has, 
i^ot been designed for. tb^ purpose of reproach against any 
d^ss of men ; but with a desire to befriend and benefit all ^ho 
jiaiaye not eacamKied the subj^ct^ and to rouse Qbristians tp. ongi 
united and vigorous ejQTort to bless, tlie world with peaee. 

An eloquent spoech, delivered by Mr. Wilberforce, in the 
British Parliament, in favor of propagating Christianity hi In^ 
^la, with a view to abolish human sacri^es in that coilntr}',^ 
contains some obsersations, which we hope he will repeat in 
the safnc house on the present subject : 

" It was/^ ss^id he, ** formerly my tas^c^ to plead the cause, of 
a people, whose woes affected every heart, and^ho were finaU 
ly rescued from the situation ia which they groaned, by tUd 
abolition of the slave trad^,. The cause was doubtless the 
cause of suffering luimanity 5 but I declare,^ that if we entirely 
exclude the consideration of religion, humanity appears t«o me 
to be still more concerned in the cause I am now pleading} 
than in that for which I was formerly the advociite/' — ^^I, for 
my part, consider it as absolute blasphemy to believe that that 
great Being, to y^^lxom we owe our existence, has doomed so 
large a portion of mankind to remain forever in that state in 
which we see tlie natives of India at this day. I am confident 
his providence has furnished remedies fitted to the case, and I 
hold it to be our duty to apply them. And I am satisfied^ 
that not only may this be safely attempted, but that its accomr 
plislimeiit will be in the highest degree beneficial." 

ISIay God grant that this powerful advocate for ^' stifferin^ 
humanity", may have his heart fervently engaged for the abg- 
lition of the tpar trade. Here he may find a new and ample 
field for the di;>play of his piety, his philandiropy and his elo- 
quence. Vv ith the greatest propriety he may state, that the 
miseries occasioned by the universal, qust^m of war, rjn* i^ 
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more dreadful than those occasioned by either of the limited 
customs, for the abolition of -which lie has so honorably ^P^ 
successfully contended. 

If it would be blasphemy to believe that God has doomed so 
great a portion of his creatures, as the natives of India, to re- 
main forever the subjects of their present dielusions respecting 
human sacrifices ; can it be less titan blasphemy to believe 
tha^ he has doomed not only all Christendomy but all the na- 
tioii^ of the, ^arth, to be forever so deluded, as to support the 
mpst desolating: custom, which ever resulted from human de- 
pravity, or whjcirever afflicted the race of Adam ? Here with 
sini^erity I can adopt the words of Mr. Wilberforce-^^ I am 
confident that his providence has furnished remedies^fil:tj^:to 
the case ; and I hold it to be our duty to apply t&em.'^" ;" 

I have till now avoided the mention of oiir present war, that 
uothing should ajppeai: calculated to excite party feelings.— 
But as the present calamity is severely felt, I must be permit- 
ted to express ray hope, that the affliction will favor the pres- , 
cnt object. If Qur distresses may b^the occasion of opening; 
tlie eyes of this .people to seethe delusions of war in general, 
aiid of exciting them to suitable exertions to prevent a retum. 
of such a'calamity, an important benefit may result not oiily 
to posterity, but to the world. For if suitable eXertiohs should 
l>e jnade in tliis country, the influence will ngt be bounded by 
the Atlantic^j it will cross the ocean, and find its way into the 
Bible Societies, and other religious societies iii Great Britain,^ 
and on the continents of Eiurope, Asia and Africa- Nor will 
ix be many years before it will find access to the houses of le^l 
gislatioQ and t\^ palaces of kings. 

Here christians of every sect ttiay find an object worthy of 
th^ir attention^ and in trhic]| they may cordiajly unite. For 
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this object theyjuay with > propriety leave behind all party zeql.^ 
and party distinctions, and bury their animosities in, one unir 
ted effort, to give peac^ to the world, 

liCt lawyers, politicians and divines, and niien of every class 
who, can write or speak, consecrate their talents to the diffxif 
sion of light, and love, and peace. Should there be an effort, 
sinch as tjUe object demands, God \^ill; gragat his blessing, po§r 
tgrity will be.grateful, heaven will be filled wilji joy ^d^iraise^ 
and "the sword sJialUipi devour forever*'^ • 

SECTION vm, 

^-f> not the universality of the custom be regarded as an c^ 
jection.tq jnaking the attempt. If the custom be wicked and 
destructive^ th^ more iiniv.ersaj[j,th^-^pre important is a refo?^ 
mation. If war is »ver to be set aside, an effort .must soiae 
time be made 5 and why not now, as well as at any futur^ 
day ? What objection can now be stated, which may not bfj. 
brought fprward at any after period ? 

If men .must have objects for the display of heroism, let 
thei^intrepidity be shown in*, firmly meeting the fbrmidabfe 
grejudicies of a world in favor of war* Here is an opportunity 
ib^Vthe display of heroism as. will occasion mo remorse on 9 
dying b^dj s^nd such . as Gpd will approve . at^ the final reckon-i 
ifig. In this cause, ardent zeal, genuine patriotism., undauntii 
ed fortitude, the spirit of enterprize, and every quality of mind^ 
worthy of a herd, may be gloriously displayed. Whoever 
displayed a more heroic spirit than Saint Paul ? For suph he- 
roism and' love of country as he displayed, the object now pre* 
posed will open the most ample ^eld at home and abroad. 

Xhat ther€t.is nothing iathe nature of mankind, which ren- 
ders war necessary and.unaVi^dable — ^nothing ^hich inchne^ 
^eEfi to it, Which may n^t.be overcome by the power ^f edu- 
ts^ioii^ m^^ appear fton}.i^?it..i^ discoverable in the two sects 

I 
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already . mentioned< The Quakers ^aiid Shakers ^ne.ofthe 
same nature with other peeple, "mqii. of like passions" with 
thQse who uphpld the custQi^^pf w^., All^tfee .diffejence be* 
tween thejvi:3Pd others results .frpJp^ educg^tiou ,a^id habit.—* 
^Jl^e>prillciples of their teachers, arg diffused through theirsor 
cietieS} impressed on the minds of old and young ; and an.ar 
version to war and violence is, excited, which beqpmejBi,. habitu- 
al, and has a governing influence on- theif hearts, then- pa&> 
g^jns, and their liye^,^ 

If then it has been proved to bepos^ej/^, by tjieforp© of edr 
ucaj^tioiji^to produce such an, aversion Jo war, that people will 
not even defeiid their own Uves by acts of violence ^ shall it 
he thp^ght impossible by similar jmeans, to destroy the popu- 
larity ^ofq^en^Ji^c. war, and exc^lude the dea^dly ,custon\ fionji 
t]^^ abq^es of me^.? . 

The following^ things, wiU perhaps be generally admitted ^ 
that the christiaii religion has abolished the practice of ensla- 
ving' captives, and in several respects,, mitigated the evils of 
wa^;^by iutrpd^cing^ iiiilder, usagcjs ; that if thejt.emper of ouj 
Saviour {should universally prevail among men, wars tmisl 
cea^e to the ends. of tlie.ea^h j that the scriptiures give rear, 
son to hope such a time pf,jpeace.wi^^re§u}t/ronGf^.^he influence 
QJVthe christian^religipn.^ 

If these .vi^.w9, and expectations are vfi^U fou|Ti4ed, does i$ 
not follow of cqurse, that^the. spirit and custom of war is direct? 
ly opposed to the principles and spii^it of the gospel ; that ick . 
proportion as the gospel^haSj^ts^proper efFect on. thiP jtx^pds oi 
njgn, an siversion to w.ar must be excitfjd ; and^that it is the 
iuty of^eyery christian to do alj^in his poweiMp^ bring jtbe cus^ , 
torn intQdisrc;put|i,.and to^effect its abolition ? . 

Can it bd consistent with tlie regard to,th.e gp^pel,^for chrisz 
tians to hold their^peace, iR^iil^ they see a custom preyailingi 
which annually sweeps off my];iads of their brethren, hurrying 
tjiem into eternity by. violence aad nynjcler^ Can thj^y forbeai} 
t0«if:eKt themselves, to ^utaR^end to. thi^yoiuntary j^lague^fi 
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Cto we feel a conviction that war is-Jn its nature opposed lo * 
the principles, and spirit, of- Oiu? r€ligion> and that it is the pur- 
pose of God to put an end to this scourge by the influoD^ of,. . 
tlie gospel ; and still, sleep on without any effort to --produce 
the effect, >vhich we^i^eUeve is intepde,d^ by our heavenly Fa- 
ther? 

If the christian religion is to put an end to war, it must be 
by the efforts of those who are under its influence. So long 
therefore as christians acquiesce in the custom, the desirable 
event will he delayed. 

Christianity is not itself a powerful intelligent^ w^.f^^* It is 
Reithei;.a God, an angel, nor a man. It is only a system of di- 
vine instructions, relating to duty md happiness / to be used 
?jy men for their own benefit,^ the benefit of each other^and 
tlie honor of its Author. Like' all other instructions, they are 
of no use raiy farther than they are regarded and reduced to 
practice. In what way tiien is it possible that Christianity 
should put an end ta wai*; but by enlightennig the minds of 
men, as to the.evil of the custom, and exciting them to an op» 
posite course of con il net r Is it pot^sihle that the custom of 
w£u* should be abolished by the. influence of religion, wliile 
christians themselves arc its ad s^ocates ? 

If God has appointed that men shallbe saved by the _prcac/«- 
t«^ of the gospel, the gospei- must be-preftched, or the end will 
never be accomplished. So i^ he lias appointed that by the 
same gospel this woVld shall be delivered/ from war, this also 
must -be effected by .similar means. The tendency of the gos- 
pel to this effect must be illustrated^and enforced 5 its opposi- 
tion to war must be displayed in ihe lives of christians ; and 
men must be influenced \yy gospel motives to cease from de- 
strpying one another. 

Th^re are other effects, which we expect will be produced 
tiy. Christianity, namely, the abolition of heathen idolatry , and. 
the various modes of offering human sacrifices. But how are 
tji^se events to be brought about ? Do we expect that our Bi'*. 
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fetes MfiU ^XQ^ tli€ir covers for wings, fly- through tha world, 
sitid, convert the natioiw, without the ag'eucy of cl^ristians ? — 
5^ho\ild w^ expect the gospel Y'oiild ever convert tho heathen 
from their idolaJyry, if those, who profess' to ha its friend S;, 
should themselves generally encourage idolaters in their pre^ 
^ntcQEOc^Sj by ft cooipUanca wxt^ theiiC customs ? Such ex- 
pectetipils \vould be just as reasonable^ as to expect the gospel 
>vill occasion wars to cease, withoiit the exertions of christians^ 
fuid whii^ they countenance tUe custom by theb own exan^ 
pies. ; 

It xi'ili perhaps be pleaded, that mankind are not yet suffi- 
ciently eiilightened^ to apply the principles of the gospel for the 
ubolitioii of war ; and that we must wa\t for a more improved 
state of society. In^rov^fd in wkajt ? In the science of blood ? 
Are sttcb,in;q3rov€JXteTxj3 ta prepare the way for peace ? Why 
not wait a few centuries, until the natives of India become 
more-irnproveciih their idolatrous customs, before we attempt 
to cgipxerttliem. to Christianity j I)q.,we expect Uiat by couf-. 
tinuing HI the practice of idolatry j^. their, minds will be prepar- 
ed toTifeoeive the gospel ? If not, let us be consistent, and; 
while we use means for the conversion of heathens, let means 
also be used for the conversion of christ'ans. For war is in 
fapt ft heathenish and savage custom, of tlie niost mallgnanty 
iMsX tksola^iigy ^aad most horrible cliaracter. It is t!)c great- 
est ciirse, atid results from the grossest delusions that ever af^ 
llicted,a gu.Uty woyld, 

NOTE. 

After the preceding pages were chiefly- in: type, I 8.aw for 
Ihe iirat-time, " The comflaint of peaos^" and ^' ajntjpole- 
MON," wiitten by Era^nus. The coincidence of ppioions «id 
remarks must strike every reader, who, shall compare the ^rir 
tiaf s oi* Er^bsmuft with tills Review. He will, however, also 
perceive a disparity of eloquence not much to the honor of 
the latter. But should t]ie Review be only tlie . occasion of 
csxitii^g C.iifi:>j;i?;sy^ torcadliic mere iinj)oj:Caat'wo3:ks of Eras*. 
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B11M4 my iBbcHr wiB imeither be ife vain nor regretted* In hk 
discussion of the subject, there is a display of reason, religloa 
and eloquence, calculate<J t^ convince every mind, which is not 
8trong|(y fortified by the delusions of prejudice, and to rntei;- 
est every heart which is less hardened than Pharaoh's., It is 
hideed astonishing tliat^ even popish. prejudices could resist the 
iQtce of his reasoning against the custom of war. A»« speck 
men of his spirit, a^ style, we quote the fpllowlng passages,, 
iti r^erence to the custom of using the syrujjol qf the Cross for 
a «^andarrf, partaking of the Lord's Suppejj^ before going to, 
battle, and saying the Lord's prayer. 

*^ The absurdest circumstance of all^ those r^.specting the 
.use.of tl^e CEOss as.a sta^ard^Ssy that you se<vit glittering and 
HTaving high in air, in both the contending armies at once.— r 
Plvine service is performed to the same Christ i^both armies 
at the same time* What a. shocking sight ! Lp ! crosses 
dasliing against crosses, and cHRisT^n this side j^ringhutlets 
at cmiisT on the otjier ; Cross ^ against Cross, and Christ a* 
gainst Christ. P He adds :— 

" ]Let US now imagine we hear a soldier amopg these Ji^A/« 
ing^ Christians saying the Lord's prayer. ^^ Our father/'-^. 
siays he :■ O, hardened wretch I can you call HtM Father^ 
when you are just going to cut your hrother^s tltiroat*? ^ Hat* 
^wed be tlty Tiame .•" bo^ can the na^me of Qpd be .jbore im.- 
|>iously 9/n/iaZ/at£^ef, d^aiv by mutual b.loo><Jy in.urder.. among 
you, his sons ? " Tkyhitk^dom corner^ do you pray' for the 
comingofA*5Jbno-cfo»i, while you are endeavoring to ^tab- 
lish an eartlily despotism^hy the spilling of the blood of God's . 
sons and subjects ? " Thy uyill he d&ne on earthf as it is in . 
ieaven:'^ H^smltm heayen is for pbacii, butyou ar§ no^ 
meditating war. Dare you say to your Father in h^yenf., 
•" Give ua (his dap our daily bread/^ when you are going the 
next minute to bum your brother^s corvfields : and had rather 
lose ihe benefits of them yourself, than suffer him to enjoy 
them unmolested ? With what/ace can yoii say, ^^JPorgive us 
oiir trespasses^ as we forgive those who trespass^Mgainst tts/^ 
when ^o far from /or^iWn^ your own brothery. you are going, 
with all the haste you can, to murder \x\ixk in psM blood, for 
ah alleged trespass, which, afler all is but imaginary ? Do you 
presume to deprecate danger jofM temptation^* yithOf not witfe*- 
out great dangcJr to yourself, are doing all you can to force 
your brother into danger ? Dp ypu deierve to bp dflivereJ 
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/rom ^et^tMitis^fVom the tvU bHn^ toi^hos^iitpulaeyou 
submit ySorself, aikd by ^liose spirit you are giiided, in con"* 
triviugthe gt«atest possible 6vil toydur brother ?'' 

It may b^ doubted whether a^omplet^Sjbtory t>f ill the 
iKonduct of iDlemal Bpirits^ would contain H^Kthioe ihoreitn- 
coHBistent, more Abominable, or more to b^Rplored, than has 
ap}>eared in the Mstory bftoaning chrisii&ni. Tobehold two 
contenduag laniies^ from christian nation^^ ^so deluded as mit- 
tually to offer prayers to the same benevolent God, for success 
in their attempts to butcher each other^ is enough to fill the 
mind of any considerate person with .-amazement and honor. 
Yea, a sight like this Ynighi cause weeping in heaven, an€l:fi»> 
umph in hell ! 



• 
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IfRTEND OF ]?EACE. 

No/ 1. 



A SPECIAL LNTERVllfeW BETWEEN THE PRESt^ 

DENT OF THE UNITED STATES AnD OMAU, 

AN OFFICER DISMISSED FOR DUELLING. 

President, Your coiintcnafice, sir, 1 tniiik I have seen be^ 
fore, but 5^11 r name I do not recollect. 

Omar, May it please your excellency, I am Omar, the tnaA 
v.'ho was ktely an officer in the military service, fend who was 
dismissed for some concern in an affair of honor. I have for 
some time been desirons of an interview on that subject., v 

p. It was painful 'to me, to Issue the order for your remo- 
val. I haA no personal animosity against you ;. but I had be- 
come convinced, that tvnlcss something could be done to 
chccic that neeclless an<i inhuman custom, many valuable tileh 
would lose their lives, without any Service to their coAfiftry. 

O. I was indeed offended, when I was jh'formi^d of your a(f- 
termination ; but afterwards I took the ifiatt^r xxxAei Ijei-ioifs 
considerati6n, arid became fully convihC<fe3, tWt duelling is a 
wicked,' unwarrantable custom, wiiicli b'cca^iofis the sacrifice 
of many lives, and tlj(* distress of many lamilies, withont any 
benefit to community. \ therejfote entirely approve your 
conduct in renaoving me T0tci 6jffice, And thank yon for your 
fidelity. 

j^. I am Yhucfe preasou to sec m ybu \ disposition so friend- 
ly and magnaYiimoug. Your views of duelling are clearly cor- 
rect. 1 sincerely wish they may pecQrne liniversal, that hu-? 
xrfahiveS aia^ 00 more be sacrificed to fy«c principles of hoii- 
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or. You, my good friendj now stated on fair ground to be 
eminently useful in preserving the lives of valuable members 
of society, by an effort to open their eyes to the enormity of a 
enstom, which has made such deplorable inroads among men 
of rank. No one disputes your valor, and as you have be- 
•omc convinced of the evil of the custom, your influence may 
JO far towards its abolition. Only render the custom disrepu- 
icblcj and it will wither away like a weed pulled up by the 
roots and exposed to the lieat of the sun. Popularity 4s the 
only element in which such a murderous custom can thrive, 
or even live, amoni^men of reflection. To save your fellow 
anon from untinieiy death, is an object which your benevQlent 
mind will pursue with ardor. And any aid which it may be 
proper for me to give, will not be withheld, 

O. I thank you, sir, for the kind sentiments you have ex- 
pressed. • I tliink I should be willing to exert myself to put aa 
>?nd to duelling, if I could see a fair prospect of success. But 
you are aware, sir, that the prepossessions of many gentle- 
men, especially in the southern states, are very strong in favor 
of the custom. Should I write or speak much on the subject, 
I sliall probably be dubbed with the title 6£ puritan orfanattr, 
and bring on myself much reproach, without being able to do 
tuiy considerable good. 

P, A man of piure mind and benevolent heart, has little to 
feai- from being called a puritan. As to fanatics^ I am not 
iicquainted with any persons more deserving that name, than 
tliose who will wantonly sacrifice their own lives, and the lives 
of others^ to false principles of honor, without even the prospect 
of benefit to themselves, their families, or the country. 

O. I feel the force of your remarks. I am disposed to do 
what I can to preserve men from untimely death ; but I must 
rely on your patronage. 

P. Of that you may feel assured, in so good a cause. I 
have long lamented the prevalence of duelling, but I never 
saw before so fair a ptospect of opposing it with efiect I am 
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Duelling. 30 

determined to bear a d^ided testimony against it, ^vhite I 
hold the presidency, by dismissing every militaiy officer in the 
army or the navy, who shall be guilty of giving or acceptini; 
a challenge, or pf instigating others to such a combat. I in- 
deed hope,, that w hat has beeir already done will prevent a re-? 
petition of such murderous folly, for I have no wish for an oc** 
casion to express my displeasure against military men ; but 
my resolution is fixed. They must forbear, or be dismissed. 

O. Decision in this particular will, I think, make a power- 
ful impresgioQ ; and it is a fortunate circumstance, that the 
Prince Regent of Great Britain has adbpted a similar course. 
This pljaces the military officers under both governments on 
the same ground ; and the co-operation of diiferent govern- 
ments for the same benevolent -object, will render the efiTorts 
doubly efficacious. 

P. You remember the impression which was made onr the 
public mind, by the fatal duel bi&tween General Hamilton and 
Colonel Burr. I think a veiy great portion of gentlemen at 
that time would have been really glad to see the custom fairly 
sst aside. JVIany, I am persuaded, feel as Hamilton did, as to 
the propriety and morality of the custom ; and would never 
comply v/itk it, if any thing could bo done, which, in thi ii* 
view, would free^ them from odium in a refusal. Now, ar. the 
custom v/holiy depends on a delusive opiiiion, like that wliicli 
formerly prevailed of burning heretics, any measures whi^h miiy 
be adopted to change the opinions of those v/ho favor the custom, 
will tend to its abolition. Vv'ould it not th^n be wise to form 
societies, in which the subject should' be fully discussed, and 
whose object should be to clTect a revolution in the opinions 
of that class of people who regard the custom as- honorable ? 

O. 5ach apian, I think, would have a happy tendency. I 
know of a number, who sincerely regret that the custom was 
ever adopted; and who, I think, would cheerfully associate 
for the purpose you propose, couldT they only be headed by 
some powerful character. The project would be greatly fa- 
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yored by this circiUDStance, that the sentiments of serious, pep^", 
j^le in general, und indeed of a vast poition of community, are 
already so decidedly oj)posed to tlic custom^ that tliej would 
rejoice in any e/ibrt to bring it into universal disrepute. Ju. 
jjjew England the custom is generiilly rjegardqd wijh abjior- 
rence, as a privileged mode of murder ^ assumed by gentlemen, 
ip violation, of the laws of justice and reason, as well as the 
laws of the land. Thousands, in perhaps every state, view the 
matter in the same light, and the moye it is examined^ the. 
mote it will he abhorred. Could we only obtain the concur«- 
rence of twenty persons, such as I could name, to unite with the 
mass of people already prepared for tlie enterprize, I think it 
would l^e possibly in twenty years, to render the custom of dci-, 
.^ing as perfectly odious, as that of horse stealing., 

jf. " The. power of reasoning/' says Dr, Rcid, "in those 
I \\cho have it, may be abused in morals, as in other matters.^ — ^^ 
' To a man who uses it with an upright heart, and a siugle eye 
to find what is his duty, it will be of great use j but when it is 
used to justify what a man has a strong inclination to do, it 
will only serve to deceive himself and others.^ When- a m^n 
can reaaon, his passions will reason, and they^ ai'e tho: most 
cunning sophist^ we. meet with.^' It is by the reasoning of 
" the passions," these. " cunning sophists," that gentlemen 
persuade.themselves that they may be justified in exposing 
their own lives, and the lives of others, in the custom of di^el- 
Hng. It* they would lay aside their passions, and reason im^ 
lyartially, they woirtd easily see, tliat it would be as justifiable 
in any othcx class of citizens, even in women and children, tp 
adopt a murderous mode of settling controversies, as it is in, 
them. Yet tliey would now use their influence to have other 
p^o^le hanged for imitating their own example. It is indeed 
amazing thfit.men of sense can be thiis bewildered by the in- 
fluence of their passions, and tlip popularity of a barbarous 
custom, which had its origin in an age of saVage manners^, — 
Wrhat security would b^* given to, the lives of gentlemen, aintV 

Digitized by Vj005^1C 



DueliidL^i 4i 



'"a 



from what anxiety would their families be relieved, if this cus- 
tom should become disreputable among that class of men t 
The fate of Hamilton and Burr is a solemn lesson to all men 
of refutation, who favor the custom. Burr succeeded in kill- 
ing tlie object of his envy, but what has been his own fate ? — .. 
What advantage has he gained ? Before the duel he sustain- ... 
ed a high rank in society, but since, like his pred^cessox: Cain,, 
he has been a vagabond in the earth. 

O4 The public have no occasion to thank Colonel Bi^ ; 
yet I am of opinion that his duel ha^ hada favorable influence 
against the practice. Indeed I have believed that my dismis-* 
sal was occasioned by the influence which that event had on 
your mind, and the minds of others. But still I rejoice in the 
issue. It has been useful to me^ and I hope it win be so to 
others. V&rioi^s circumstances concurred to make the duel of 
those men servicealjle in the .jvay I have, mentioiied, Hamil- -} 
ton was unquestionably one of t&e most eminent men in the * 
view of both political parties. Ifis fall occasioned a shock 
like that of an earthquake, and prepared the mitids of the mul- 
titude to listen to whatever was said against the custom. The 
clergy availed themselves of this opportunity, to express their 
abhorrence of the practice, and to exhibit it in the most odious 
colors ; nnd, what they said was listened to with seriousness 
and* gratification. The trivial nature, also, of the offence, 
which Burr made the ground of thp cballenge, was calculated, 
to lead people to regard' his conduct with detestation. 

P. Another .thing may be ii^ntioned, which had great ef- 
fect— the deliberate testij^iony which Hamilton gave in wri- 
ting against the custom, as immoral and murderous. This 
testimony was evidently writtepi with a kind of presetitiment 
that the duel would cost l&ira his life. That a, man of his gi- 
ant mind should be seduced by, popular opinion, to comply 
with a custom, which he conscientiously believed to be wicked, 
w^s truly extraordinary. Judicious and reflecting persons 
could easilj^-perceh:^ by the writing:, which he lefr, tliat the 

P? ^ ' ' ' gitized by Google 



/ 



4 J The Friend of Peace, 

roiiYiciioiis of his ov.n mind were decidedly against' tifeeooa-, 
torn, as of a barbarjjMs and immoral character 5 and that his; 
compUauce was the effect of what he believed to be the popu-. 
lar opinion among gentlemen oi' honor. He evideatly sacrifi-. 
ced his. own hfe to an opinion which he believed to be errone- . 
ousy and to a custom which he regarded as abominable. 

Xhe offence, on Vtliich the challenge w^s given, w^s indieed 
of a trivial nature, compared with the nyode of obtaining re- 
dress. At a time when party spirit Is prevalent i» a conimu- 
Mity^'as it then was and is now, if siiph things as. Bm'r made 
tije ground of the challenge, may be regarded as sufficient to 
justify a duel, fifty thousand may be fought in this country .eyr 
ery year. And if every class of people may follow such ex- 
amples, as surely they may if coiDmendablevtlxe custom would 
sweep the land of its inhabitants like a general plague. No 
^person would be secure from Mling a victim to the prejudices 
^nd passiops of ^ome political opponent. Menof rank should 
certainly consider what would' be the consequences, if all oth- 
er classes of community should follow their example, in ma- 
king thus light of human life. Indeed the offences in general, 
on the ground of which duels are fought, are hardly worthy of 
the notice of a man of a noble and magnanimous,. i^iud*-^ 
They are generally the ebullitions of passion and pr^udioe^ 
to which all men are liable^ and none more so than duellists.. 
The custom is so far from being honorable, or a com^Uance 
witli it an indication of a. generous mind,, that it is an indica- 
tion of petulance and malignit}! unbecoming any man of ho-, 
nor. By a conformity to this custom, men do not even rise a- 
hovc the most petulant and ferocious of the. brute creation*: — 
They fall far below the magnanimity of this mastiff, who can 
hear tlie barking of twenty snappish curs^ without breaking 
his. trot, or being moved so much as.. to tunj his head to notice 
them. 

The custom of duelling cherishes and gives sqope to the vi-. 
lest passions of the human hearty renders men bloody and i^*. 
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Focious uu principle, jyid tends to exfcevimuate Uie khvX aflfec- 
tions, which are Rj<w&t essential ta socizd happiness, - 

Ta see men of orank thus trifle wjtlv human li% must natur- 
ally have considerable ei^ct on tke,other clas90S|, of society. — 
It rnust excitf? abhqrvence, or mspire them wjth similar feel- 
ings and sentiments. The mpr«, therefore, this custom pre- 
vails, t^e gj:eater lutfet bf§, t}>e insecurity ^of hunjair hfe, the 
jrreater thft corruption o^ morals in society, antl the more a. 
blood tliipsty disposition. will prevail through the land. 

O. Your ex5:ellency will e-xcuae my weakness— — 

P. You seem,,sir, to be oppressed with grief, or some otlu i 
en lotion, for wh i ch I caxi n ct , accoun t. , 

O. Regret J sJianWy admiration and asioni^ftnienf, liave all 
combined, and oyer conie me. I rep^ret that I ever gave the 
least countenanee to a custojm so sanguinary. I am Pbhamed 
that I so long remained hiincl to the obvious dictates of reason 
and religion, and that I' suffered my mind to b^ seduced by . 
the sophistical reasoning of the passions. I was struck with 
admiration at youf mannci:^ of expressing the real sentiments 
o/ my own hmxt- I inay ti;ujy say, as honest vnd illiterate 
individuals often say on hearing an eloquent intelligent mun, 
^f.yoa have expressed ijvy views of t^ subject better than I 
could liave expressed them,iny8el£l" But 1 wa^ also oHonisI^ 
ed, 

P. What excited your, astonisbment ? 

O. I was astonished, that while you see so clearly the im- 
iQpral nature, and the demoralizing and fatal tendency of du- 
elling, you have not seemed aware ho^v^ easily your remaiks 
qiight be. applied to another custom, which has been atill more 
pcfaAL»r, ap^ niorp .destructive*. . - 

P. You me^ prpbabij^ the aQcienl; :jCuj^to;»: of killing men 
for their reUgious opinio^a^ whei^ they happened to dissent 
from the creed of the majority. 

O. No,3ir 5 that is not the custoiQ I had in view, but one 
as wre^jsonaUe, and more destructhte tq the Uvea of men. — 
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Perhaps tit an earlter moment of our interview I should Ii^:^e 
disclosed more fully the result of those reflections, to which p 
wa^ led by being -removed from office. B»t I hsive felt* a deK- - 
cacy in the affair, and '^ome fears lest I should say something 
which would not be so acceptable to your excellency, as. what: 
I have said on a custom which, we mutually abhor. 

P. The ingenuous and ami^ble^ spirit you have displayed, r 
in regard to your removal from.x)ffice, has gained my confi- 
dence and esteem. . You may speak without reserve. I think 
I shall hegj" with patience, and I hope with icK^partiality. 

(7: To be frank, sir, wlien I had reflected on the moral na- 
ture of duelling, and become fully convinced o£ its injustice 
and enciuiiity, I was then led to compare this custpm with that 
of war, for which *x\^o I had been an advocate. The more I 
pqnde^'ed, the more I was struck with the similarity of the ^ 
principles, on >yhich> the tvo.customs haye been supported.-— 
Qa tlm whole J- became. fuUy,-€onvinced, that war has. no ad- . . 
vantage of duelling in respect to its being necessari/y jusUfia^ 
Ue, or honorahit ; and that.it is a| much worse than duelling, 
as it is mor^ destructive, to the, lixses of innocent people. 

P. You sjyrprize nje, sir I Are you not aware that war has^. 
been admitted for the settlement of national controversies, m 
all ages and countries, as far back as history extends ? 

O. I am, sir ; But had duelling been as unifornily and uni- 
versally admitted^ as the best method of settling disputes be- 
tween, individuals would that ampunt tq proof of the propriety 

P. Itwotildnot. There is, however, A. striking J dissimilar- 
ity in the two cajses. Duelling results from the f(dly and raw- 
ness of presumptuous individuals, who assume a right to ex- 
pose their own lives, and to destrdy one another. But war is. 
m^dehy lawful authority, hy the deliberate counsels of the .., 
Jjttlfejsaof anation.- 
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O. Suppose dieii, t!iat the rulci-s of a civilized nation shoal* 
deliberately authoriae duels, as the best mode of deciding pri- 
vate controversies; would this abate the niajignantand odious 
nature of the custom ? And would not such a §et of rulers ba 
j lastly considered as barbarians ? 

-P. JBe this as it may j yon wiU udioit that the ojfcncc^^ for 
which wars are declared^ are of a niore serious nature, than, 
those for which duefe are foughu 

O. No, sir, not always. One half the wars in Christendom- 
haye been declared without any real oQance at all, or on as 
frivolous pretexts as challenges are gi\'en by duellist*, OfTen- 
ces may be called either great or sn^all only by comparison ; 
and to make a fair estimate in the two cases, we should com- 
p5]ire the oftcnces with the probable consequences of an appeal 
to arms. The ofiences for which duels are fought appear^ 
trifling, compared with the probable and- the possible conse^ 
qucnces of seeking redress by a challenge. When a diiePis 
to be fought for the decision of a private dispute between twp. 
gentlemen, it is 2;ro6fl6Jd that orie, and possible that both the 
combatanu will bs killed^; and that one or both of their fami- 
ly connexions will be subjected to mourniiig and wo. Now 
certaujly it must be an ofieuce of a more serious nature thaji 
usually occurs, tp justify an appeal to pistols or swords, witlji 
such awful prospects as the. result 5 and it is in this view of 
the matter that the usual pretexts for duels appear altogetljpr 
insufficient and trifling. 

P. This is granted. * . 

Of Well^ su*, in the present state of the civilized nations of 
Christendom, when a war is declared, it must be done with a 
jproiVaWtoy that sixty thousand lives will be sacrificed, and > 
much greater number of families subjected to severe affliction; 
und with tx possibHifi; that te^ tiiiies this amount of Sufiering 
wiii be the roasenucncc of- m?iiintr war. hi what iustanc<v, 
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then^ has a wav been declared^^ when the offence was not tri- 
lling, compared with the probable and possible consequences 
of an appeal to arms ? The challenge for a duel exposes but 
two livcis ? the deQlai'atiou of war as really exposes a hundred^ 
thousands Are then the offences^ for which w^ar is usually de- 
clared, a hundred thousand times greater^ than those for whieb 
challenges are given ? If not, they are very insufficient to jus- 
tify war. 

jP. But the honor of a nation will not allow a government 
to submit to iii5ult or aggression. If they submit in one case 
they may in another \ and eveiy instance of submission is an 
iiivitaticzi to renewed insult. It is of the highest importance 
to a nation, that its rulers should be ever ready to vindicate it* 
lionor by an appeal to arms. 

O. And what, may it please your excellency, does all this 
amount to, but the plea of a duellist from the lips of a ruler ? 
You have admitted that dueJUng is practised in support of 
false principles of honor and that the sacrifices thus made are 
wanton and needless. But an appeal to arms in vindication of 
honor, is no more necessary on the part of a nation, than on 
the part of a military officer, or any other gentleman. The 
delusion is the same in both cases — dishoiiorable and ruinous 
sacrifices are made to di phantom called Aonor, wliile true hon- 
or is but little regarded* 

P. But what could the rulers of a nation do ia.^ case JHce 
ours before tlie late war ? We complained of .w^'ongs, repeat- 
ed |jul urged our complaints over and over again, but the 
British government forbore redripss, till our patience was ex- 
hai^ted. 

O. What would you advise a gen^eman of honor to do in a 
similar case ? His brother has insuU^d him, or said something 
by wji^ch his honor is wounded. Th^ complainant has repeat- 
edly stated his^grievanees, but redress is delayed* Would you 
advise him to send a challenge, and then, if he can, blow a 
I nil through his brother's heart ? Would you also advise him 
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to kill off half a score of liis brother V familyj who never have 
done him, nor even wished him, the least injury ? 

P. Not so ! this would fee horrible ; but you have not giv- 
en a direct answer to my question ; what could have been 
done to avoid the war 9 

O, The very samb^ sir, that was bONE to make peace. 
Nothing more, I tl>ink, could have been necessary. Such a 
treaty as we now have, had it been made before the wai', would 
have saved all the sacrifice^ of blood and treasure on both 
sides of che contest. And your excellency wDl not deny, that 
such a treaty might have been obtained before tlie war, at less 
expense than the support of* one of our commissioners at 
Ohent. 

P. But the war has raised bur national cJiaracfer, and evin- 
ced that otiier nations are not to injure us with impunity. 

O. May it please your e^tcellency, I admit that the war has 
raised our national character just as a duellist raises his own 
trharacterwhen he gives a challenge, JJg'Af* bravely, injures his 
antagonist, receives a wound which must be a burden for life, 
and then makes peace without any other con^Jession or recom- 
pense. 

P. I will not impute to you any unfriendly design, but your 
remai'ks seem to have a bearing against me, as president of the 
nation. 

.0. Be assured, sir, that nothing unfriendly or disrespectful 
has been or will be intended by me. I have been myself an^, 
advocate both for war and duelling. Thie measures you adopt- 
ed to check duelling, were th^ occasion of my. present views 
on both subjects. On the subject of duelling we are now per* 
fectly agreed. I wish to recompense your favor to me, by 
convincing you that war and duelling are equally unjustifiable. 

P. It would be awful to me, to tliipk of the havoc of liveji 
during the late war, should I become of yotir opinion. I thiak, 
however, no person acqu^nted with me ednlsay,^at I am>nat- 
araUyofamaUgnaatand sanguinary ohavaete^ Some cii- 
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cumstances Imd influefiQieto induce me to consent to tli0 waic> 
which it may hot be J)roper to name* But of this you may rest 
assured, that I did not consent to the war under a conviction, 
t\mt ih^riisiom of tdUr was murderous and linjustifiable,as 
General HaraiUon consented to a duel with Burr. 

O. By what he «upposed to be the popular opinion, (xener- 
-al Hamilton was induced to think that, all things considered, 
it was better for him to comply with a custom, which he be- 
lieved to be immoral, than to refuse. And although your ex- 
cellency had not been Convinced that the custom of w^ar was 
un justifiable, yet some respectable characters have been of the 
opinion, that you consented to.the war, not so much from n 
conviction of its justice, as from a desire to gratify some othersj 
\xn& to give scope to what you tliought was the popular feeling. 
But whether this apprehension be correct, I pr^nd not tf) 

. fta}% I believe that your friends in general do not i'mpnte to 
you a Sanguinary character. 

P. I verily thought, and still think, that we had received in- 
juries from Gteat Britdn; I supposed the custom of war to tie 
justifialjle^ and I had reason to think that the war would bo 
popular with that part of the nation which raised me to the 
presidency. The war has not^ indeed, produced ull the bene- 
fits I hoped for : but peace is again restored, and I regard it 
as a blessing. Your remarks On war have made some impress- 
ion on ray nikidv If! have been in an error, it is of a serious 

I nature, a«d I wisH to know the truth. But the evening is IHr 
spent.,. Ifyoii wish to make any farther coraraunications to 
iTie on the subject of war, will i^ not be best to do it by tetter ? 
In this way you will h^ve oppdiWnity to set your arguments 
in the strongest light, and I shall h&ve opportunity to examine 
thieiii witlrgreater attention and advantage. Whatever may 
fee the* result, I will read witli care, and elideavor to weigh 
, your reasoning in an even balance. * 
.0*- Both your candor aiid yoiir. proposal strike my mind a- 
.^eeably. 1 «h«li reflect -on them with plea^re, and I think 
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t shall wiit8) for my heart is filled with the «fthjedt, and from 
the abundance of the heart the mbilth speaks, and the pen 
moves with ease. You may probably think me an enthusiast; 
hut my enthusiasm leads me to endeavor to save men's lives, 
^nd not to destroy them. Such enthusiasm I would gladly 
idifTuse through the land, anii through' the world. Should it 
become as general and as ardent, ks has been the destructive 
enthusiasm for wti^ and violence, our present peace will never 
be interrupted. Without the least hesitation-, I submit to the 
good sense of ytyu" excellency onfe question, and with that 
sliall close on my part, the present agireeable "interview^ 
Which is the most to be coiiimehded and encotiragcd, ah en^ 
thusiasm to «aye, or an enthusiasm "to 3e«^'oy? 

P, You do me justice in believing, that I cannot hesitate ifi 
feo, plain a case. Farewell, my very good friend, farewelt 
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^IX LETTERS FROM OMAR tO tBE rtlES&EtJt. 

LETTER I. 

SIR, 

Encouraged by yoiir genferbus {Proposal, 1 now take my 
pen to express to you* more fully rny convictions and my views 
relating to war. 

Your excellency is aWare, that ardor of mind leads to the 
use of strong language, in expressing opinions, and in making 
remarks on what is believed to be inhuman and imjustiiiable. 
' But whatever language my enthusiasm \o "^ave the lives o? 
men may lead me to adopt, I begyou would consider my letter 
as writ€en with the same feelings of friendship and respect, 
which you observed in me dtiring the liate interview. I do 
net consider you, or any of the rulers of our nation, as under 
any greater mistake mi 'the subject of war, than what has been 
common to the rulers of other iha;tions, and to people in gene- 
ral ; and w^iateve^ bearing my remarks may have on the latfe 
war, tliey'Vvill not proceed from enmity to tiny person con- 
cern ed in j^hat lamentable affair. My object is, if possib]e,,.to 
prevent a recurrence of a sinlflar calamity, by exposing what 
T believe to be the misapprehensions from which 'wars have o^ 
riginated* 1 do not pretend to say, that %e had not as good 
ground for declaring war against Great Britain^ Ips has beeh 
generally found by waif-tnakers in past ages, and other coun- 
tries. By examining history I have become Tully convinced^ 
that the pretexts for war Imve generally been of a very trivial 
character ; and tha^t the real objects of war have commonly 
beei> concealed under a huge proclamation of pretended injuv 
rics, or of soiifte real injuries artfully arid wantonly exaggera- 
ted. Having premised these thhigs, 1 now proceed to the in- 
tended remarks. 

Your excellency tenaoved nae frdh office, because you had 
b^oeme convinced, that unless a check could be given to the 
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cjttstom'of duellings many valuable men would lose their lives, 
without awy service to their country. This I admitted as a 
sufficient reason against duelling, and for youi- treatment of 
me. But for. a similai' reason I object to wars, and wish the 
c.u:>toin abolished^ Let us,, sir, examine the subject fairly, and 
enquire wliether the lives lost iu war are not sacrificed " with- 
out any service to their country." We will look at some of 
tlxe most celebrated wars. 

Alexander the Great wa^ a wonderful war-maker. In hls- 
wars avast multitude of men lost their lives. But what ad- 
vantage to -Macedon, or to any other country, were the sacrifi- 
t^cs made to the ambition of that celebrated conqueror ? Did 
lie not distress his own country, as well as every country ht 
invaded ? Were not n^ore lives lost in his wars, than have 
beeu lost in all the duels since the day that " Cain slew, his 
brother ?'- And what more advantage resulted to any natiori 
from the loss. of lives in the wars of Alexander, than from those 
which have been sacrificed in duelling. 

Not needlessly to multiply examples we will now come dowit 
to our own times. No nation probably in OTir day has sacrifi- 
ced more lives in war than the French. Napoleon was anothr 
er Alexander, and he kept a large portion of the French na- 
tion dressed in mourning, or oppressed with grief during his 
reign. Has France, sir, bsen benefitted by this immense sac- 
rifice ? That people have indeed obtained the name of being 
hrave toji^ht. Bat is. not this nearly the sum of.tlieir gain ? 
Let this be compared with the loss. Will the credit of fight-^ 
iflg bravely cancel the debt of millions of lives sacrificed, and 
the distress of more mUlions of mourners ? If not, it. may be 
]jresamed, that France is no gainer by the wars of Napoleon. 
Theo add tp the loss, tlie misery he occasioned in the coun- 
tries he inyfided, and what shall we say of that destroyer.^ 
Was he not uuly " the scourge of God," and the greatest'. 
airae Europe ever endured in one man ? 

W§ will i>pw, sir, come nearer home. In the late war mih 
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#reat Britam, we have probably lost a hdndred fold nior olives 
Aan have ever been lost by duelluig in our country, since it» 
first settlement. And^ pray sir, have not these lives been lost 
<^ withojit any service to their country," except such hmor as 
^ duellist acquires by fighting bravely, after he has gUeii a 
eballenge ? But is this honor an equivalent for the loss ofthir^ 
ty thousand of our countrymen, and the destruction of a» many 
more on the part of Qreat Britain ? Does this honor heal the, 
breaches made in thirty thousand fanlilies ? Does it dry up 
the tears gf mourning parents^ widoiys, and orphans ? Does it 
cancel th^ debts contracted by the war, and relieve the people 
Utom the burden of taxes? Does it place the thousands in 
CQXpfortable circumstances, who were made bankrupts by the: 
Var ? Poesit injure the bliss Qf heaven to those who have dk* 
^d in battle ? 

One question more in this connexion. Would your excels 
leacy have given your oton life to have secured to the nation 
every .benefit that has be^n obtained by the war ? If not, at 
-what rate do you value the lives of those who have perished, 
if you say the war has been a benefit to the nation ? 

Yet, sir, I will not say,^ that no benefits are ISte to remh 
from the war. As the war between Hamilton and Burr was 
the occasion of exciting ab)iorrence to the custom of duelMn^; 
so I believe the late war willserve to open many eyes, and be 
the occasion of bringing this "needless, inhuman custom" in- 
to disrepute. Some farther remarks may be expected in fxx* 



\ure letters. 



In the mean time, I am, &;c. 



LETTER U. 



SIR, 



You think the custom of duellingia &o far from being tu?n- 
orable, that by complyinff with it, men do not ^* rise above th|? 
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most petulant and ferocious anhnab,'' and that they'* fall far 
below the magnanimity of the mastiff.'^ This perfectly cor- 
responds with my views of the conduct of rulers mining war. 
You will theii permit me to ask, Should not the rulers of a na* 
tion display as much magnanimity* as you wish to see in mili- 
tary ofirceft's and privaite gentlemen ? Ought they not to equal 
the nna^iff ins ma^'ariimity ? Shall we then censure the duel- 
list for a private combat^ and justify a ruler in plunging a 
whote nation into the mtserleb of war ? -• 

You speak of the honor of a nation as of vast importance. — 
I admit that it is so j but in what does the honor of a na^pn^ , 
consist ? Does it corlsist in being quick to resent ai^d- bfiwe to* 
Jcght 9 If honoir be composed of suph ingredients, why do yoa 
discountenance duelling ? Why • do yoa- not rather wish the^ 
whole nation to be trained up to that mode of displaying valor?* 
A nation educated, as duellists j^ would unquestionably be quick 
to resent and brave in battle. 

But. sir, does not the honor ofa nation result from .the displays 
of intelligence, prudence, integiHty, justice, be|>ev,Qjence, mag- 
nanimhy, forbearance, prosperity, and happiness ? Let tliese 
ingredients of national character be displayed before the 
world, and the revengeful^, fighting character wiU soon be ab- v 
horred^ 

If such things: a» I have named be the principal things which 
render a natif^n truly honorable, is it not manifestly as false a 
notion of hcmor >ylnch hurries a nation to make war, as that 
which disposes a duellisttogive a challenge ? And is not ma- 
king war, in effect, making a sacrifice of almost every thing* 
which properly belongs to national honor ? Are the rulers of a 
nation acting an honorable part, while manuring the earth with 
the blood of its inhabitants *? Yea, with innocent blood ?. Is i^ _ 
truly honorable for them to offer* human sacrifices to their owi^ , 
ambition, or to tlie savage phantom, called honor ? Is it hon- . 
oc^ble for rulers to corrupt the morals of community, ai^l fiU^.j^ 
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their country witlt poverty, distress, lamentatiot}, and wo ?. If 
thi« be honorable, what could be dishonorable ? 

If^QU justly (^l^ect to dttelling, ths^t it is of a demoralH&ing 
tendency. I object the same to war.;, and I may boldly af- 
firm, that in this" respect, it is far worse than duelling. 

You think duellists ought to consider what wot^ be ^ 
<^nscquen€es, if all the people of other classes should imitate 
their example in .making light of human life* But are d^ielv 
lists more chargeable with making liglu of. human life, than 
rulers who make war ?. You. can be. ^;t no loss for the^pper 
answ!^ to this question. 

^ If duellists were not deluded by the reasoning of their, 
passions,?' you think " tliey \vpuld see that ajl other classes^of 
community have as good a right as they have, to adopt a. 
murderous mode of deciding controversies.". This was wdt 
~ s^, and it may witji propriety be repeated, with only chang- 
ing the word di/ieUistii^x.rulers^^i.Jfj'ftkrs were not delude^ 
by the reasoning of their passions they w^ould see, that ever)\ 
Other ol^ of c;Jtiziens have as good a right as they hav^, to a-»^ 
dopt a^murderous mode of deciding controversies." ■ 

If we take amoral view of the subject,. and exaiJfltine it apsurt. 
. frpwa passion, prejudice, aiid custom, it will not be eiisy to see, 
why q,. murderous mode of deciding contro.v^sies would^ be 
more criminal in any other case, than in the contentimis of ru- 
lers of different nations. Why may not diifecent tQwns in tlie 
same state, or different families in the same tpwnj or two ii>- 
^^ividualsof the sajtne family, follow the example of their ru- 
iei:s in this particular ? Oqly let •& custona beconae populsur in ^ 
either of tlie other cases, an4 it^will puzjsle a Jesuit to teU^ 
why it is more immoral, or more inhuman, or more offensive 
to God, than for the rulers of nations to adopt the same mode. 
, It may indeed be . said, that in civihzcid communities the 
laws provide for the settl^.ment of controversies laiptween towns, 
families and individuals, so as to preclude the necessity of an 
appeal to arms. This is true 5 but it is equally true, th^t^dy^/ 
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laws, cfr^a^on and religion proV»4e %? the set^eineat of difr- . 
pules bet.w^n natioj!i3.. Will >^.U plead that these laAys dp not . 
insure that a nation shall,. in all cases, obtain Its. nght* without 
an appeal to ar^ns^r. Ti^e .s«ii|ie,- sk, is tnie of civil laws in rela- 
tion to tlip.oilier cases. May 1; not safely add, that of . all 
mode^^for obtaining, rights^ which were inventefi. by men,, 
there is. not one mo; a nncectain, than thajtof war ?. To decide . 
a. question of right by lot^or the cast, of a. die, would be a* 
sjird of doing justice, as a decisloi] l^r. war, an tl infinitely les^., 
expensive, and more honorable.. 

Jjt. is easy to' see, tljiat if it should beQpme fashionable for 
towns and families to settle^ their disputes by .war ; force, and 
Violence, aijA/raud, and sliiil in the use of . anns, would be- . 
come a substitute for reason and justice, and be made the 
standard ^}f right and w^'ong» No certainty could exist tliat 
l^jight would be obtained, or. wjongs redressed, by such decis- 
ions. It would yjiowey^;!:,, be very certahij that wrongs would 
h0 multipHed w^iout number, and that the. weak and the inr 
nOcent would fall a prey to violence and injustice. . But as aw- 
ful as it maj? be to think-ni^ every particular in this descrip- 
ticm is strictly true, when applied to w^s betw^i nations, as 
a mode of deciding coxitroversies, or of obtaining rights. 

In truth, sir, I am not acqu^intcid with any species of vio- 
lence, or fraud, or injustice, or, robbery, or piracy, by which , 
the laws t)f rectitude ai;emo?e wantonly violated, than they 
ar^ by the usages of war.. If the laws, of rectitude and the 
rights of hunianity aije ,not violated by the distoxn .and usages 
of war, then robbers^ pirates and murderers may safely plead, 
** notgniiti/J^ For what specjes of violence or villany is com- 
mitted by these harden^pd w^:etchesj which is not authorized by . 
rulers in ijaaking war ? Killing the innocent, and violently ta- 
king or destroying property, are in fact. the emj^oyments ap- 
j^wted forj[nilxtary:ihen by war-making rulers. 

Your excellency observed) that duelligts would >" use theiy. 
inguence to have people o( other cl^si^es km^ed for imitaung^^ 
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their own cxampfe, in adopting a murderous mode of deciding^ 
controversies." May not this remark be emphatically appli- 
ed to rulers who make War ? Do they not cause private dti- 
zeris to be hanged for deciding quarrels by slaughter and vio* 
tence ? And yetj isndt this the mode in which they decide 
- their own quarrels } While they authorize and justify the vio- 
lent slaughter of the innocent, in their own disputes with the 
riiierspf other nations, they will punish with death similar 
acts of violence in the private qijarrels of their subjects or fel-; 
l^w citizens ! 

" To see-' rulers " thus trifle with human life,'^ in theiv own . 
quarrels, " mu?:t naturally have considerable effect on the oth- 
<jr classes of communhy." Tb this influence, sir, in my opin-- 
ion^ is to be ascribed the far greater part of al! tlie private 
murders and robberies which take place in the world. Men 
who are trained up to robbery and mturder by the custom, of 
war, may be ex^^ectedtf) follow their trade, and not alivays to 
wait for the word of command fronl those in authority. It re- . 
quires more skill in the science 0rjesi$itt8mj than such men 
generally possess, to see why it is more criminal for them to . 
kill in their o?r;i quarrels, than to do the same acts in the quar- 
rels of their rulers y or to see why they may not rob and plan* 
der the innocent for their own benefit, with the same proprie- 
ty as to rob and plunder for the benefit of others. When, 
tliereforc, by the custom of war, men have become hardened 
in vice, inured to crime," and habituated to acts of public au- 
thorized butchery and robbery ; can it be wonderful if their - 
own wants and inclinations should lead them sometinxea . to 
commit similar, acts in a more private and unauthorized man- 
ner ? Indeed, sir, when ij; sjball be duly considered, how much 
i^ done by the custom of^V^r, to corrupt ijxe morals of com- 
munity, and how many men are trained up to bloody and des- 
perate enterprizes ; the greater wonder will be,^ that private 
robberies and murders are not ten times jpore frequent than 
Ifeey are. now known to be in the world. It isv however, to be: 

Digitized by Vj005^lC 



Omar to tke PriBstdeni. 55r 

observed, tiiat men who ate accustomed to the violence of war 
and to military discipline^ very well know, that rulers will 
applaud acts of violence and inhumanity in one case, and pun- 
ish tliem with deatii in another ; and that there is no safely 
in rd)bing and murdering, except when it is demo in ob^dien^ 
to ^e orders of government. 



LETTER III* 

SIR, 

With great propriety your exceflency obser\'ed ofdueK 
ling, t!iat"popni8«rity isthe only element in which such a 
murderous custom can thrive, or even live, among men of re- 
flection;" and that <^only fct the custom become disreputable^ 
and it will wither away like a weed pulled up by the roots^ 
and exposed to the heat of the sun." 

Thfe A'ery same, sir, may he as truly ailirmed of the more 
destructive ci^om of war. It Is popularity which keeps thia 
custom alive; it is this which produces the barbatrous enthusi-^ 
asm, to revenge, and to destroy. Let war become disrepiita-^ 
ble, let an enthusiasm to save the lives of men be excited, and 
the custom will soon be abhorred, as "a privileged mode of 
murder,'' under which rulers have assumed the right of expo^: 
singthelivesoftheir own subjects, and of shwghtering the 
subjects of another nation. 

Suppose, sir, that prior to the late war^ iho people of thia 
country had viewed the custom of war with the samfi abhor- 
rence that you now do tljie custom of duelling: Would the 
war have been declared ^ Or had. it been declared under such 
chx;umstances, would not you and some others have known, 
before this time^ as well as I do, what it is to be disipisse^l 
from office, for bein^ concerned in '' a needless and inhuman 
custom." 

Without any ill will towards yowP exccUency, or any otbeB" 
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mail in ofiice, I may sl;ate another questioB-: Wpuld it no( 
'^ give a check to the custom!' orf war, if tlie people of every 
nation sliould adopt your summary mode, and dismiss from 
ofke every man whov shows a dkposi^n^ta involye hia cpunr 
try in the miseries of war ? The Prince Regent of Great Brit^. 
ain and the President of the United States^ have adopted a ve«. 
ry laudable method to check duelling. L^t^e people of the, 
two nations so far. imitate tlte examples of their chief magis^ 
^ates, as to resolve/that henceforth no person shall be contin'- 
ued in any office of honor or profit, who shall appe^ asan in- 
stigator of war. Then >^ar and duelling will be placed, as they 
ought to be, oji simHar ^ound; and both^I hope, " will with- 
er away like weeds pulled up by the roots, and exposed to tha 
heat of the sun." 

You proposed the fornjation of. societies to disQusskthe sub- 
ject of daelling, and to employ their influence to effect a revo- 
lution in the opinions of those who favor the custom asliMior-?^ 
^le. In this proposal I cordially acquiesced, I may now io 
my turn propose the formation of societies^ to discuss on tbe - 
subject of war, and to attempt a revolution in the opinions of 
those who favor this custom. As a thousand lives -are sacri- 
ficed by way, to one by duelling, there seems to be a thousand 
fold stronger inducements in the former tcase, than in the lat- 
ter.. As I said of duelling I may say of war, ^ the more, it is 
examined,the more it will be abhorred." 

Should peace societies be formed, several ; ppints will de-. 
mand their attention* 

In the first place, it will behove them to investigate^ some 
n[iode for efi'ecting a refornaation in the manner of conducting 
newspapers— some mode which shall make it for the interest 
of editors to exclude from their papers every thing of a vindic- 
tive and inflar»matory eh^ractt r-j and to give the preference to. 
such things, as are of a pacific, friendly, and uniting tendency. 
No species of publication has more influence on the state 
Qpd morals of society than newspapers, and none which sliould 
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be ooDduct^ with more care/and with purer motivea. It is 
principalty by inflammatory and libellous publications, that sd^ 
ciety is agitated, ertmityc&citedj and a dilsposition for waaf 
^wroduced. Free «md candid discussions should be encour* 
^ged, but ^ueh tbtflgs as tend to inflame the minds of people 
\vith enmity, or a war spirit, should be discoimtenanced by ev- 
ery virtuous jTftember tff society* For wfeen the passions of a 
c6mmUnity are inflamed, redson has lost its control, and such 
luea^res^will ftoturaliy 4»e adopted as passion- -^all dictate; 
"titid* these are commonly such as im'olve deplorable calami^ 
ties. Let ne%vapapers be made the whicles of correct infor- 
mation anil pacific sentiments, and the thirst for blood wjli a* 
bate, and the custom of war witi'lose its popularity. I might 
say more on this point, but yoiir own refiectiotis will supply 
many defects. 



LETTER IV. 

■SIR, • ;;"^'"'' 

I HAVE already hinted at one thiifigiivhicVwotild demand 
the attention of peace societies, should such be formed. I shaB 
now observe, that it would also behove them to enquire, whe- 
ther the most fatal Seclusions do not exist respecting rtationdl 
honorytrue^patriotiemj and tht right or power of <ruler6 to 
make tear. 

By what I have, already said> your excellency has an idea of 
my views ,of national honor. I may however -add a few 
thoughts, on this point. 

The opinion which has been entertained of vidor^ or brave- 
ry in battle^ as an honor ahh virtut, was evidently borrowed 
from the pagans, and not from the gospel of Jesus Christ. — 
Fortitad® to suffer wrongs and to meet even death itself in the 
^th of obedience to God> rather than to do wrongs to aveiige 
vtire^hea or to rettder evil for eml^ is the valor recommendei 
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bv the iwecepts and the example of the Prince of Peace.-— 
This, is a virtue, opposite in its nature and tendency to that 
vindictive valor, so much extolled by pagan$ and majiometansj 
and by such christians as prefer pagan morality to that inGul- 
cated by the gospel. 

The followers of Jesus were to resemble the harmless slieej> 
and lambs, and not wolves and tigers. But many who have 
professed to be christians, have gloried in a resemblance to fe- 
rocious animaU. Nor have they been contented wit!r-«qiial- 
Ihigthe wolf and the tiger, in a blood thh-sty disposition — 
They have far surpassed them. The wolf and the tiger are 
generally contented with devouring animals of different spe- 
cies from their own 5 and these they attack^ not so much to 
acquire honor by bravery in battle, as to procure something to 
satisfy their hunger^ and to feed their young. It is beheved 
they have seldom been known to <Mcuit in the premeditated 
slaughter of hundreds of thek own species. 

But men, yea^ men calling themselves christians, are not 
contented with butchering inniimerable other tribes of ani- 
mals, for food, clothipg, and other uses, but they ^ven make 
what they regard as an Jiononxhletrade^B. professional en^Ioy" 
Ifnentj of killing one another^ This conduct is believed to be 
peculiar to the human race, and to have no parallel in the his- 
tory of other beings, in heaVen, on earth, nor even in hell.— 
Men glory in their dignity above the beasts ef the field, the 
fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea; but whether their 
making a trade of destroying *one another, is to be regarded 
as an excellence, as something which contributes to the honof 
of our race, let conscience and common sense determine. If 
4t be not an honorable distinction between us and other tribes 
of creation, it is unquestionably something which deserves^the 
a,bhorrence of levery intelligent being. 

In our estimation of wild animals, we most abhor those 
"which are most fierce and blood thirsty; yet we. extol that ik 
feneni as art honorable virtue, which renders other beings ^ 
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J€Cts of oty: abhorrence. We cannot see a hawk kill a chick- 
en, nor a wolf kill a lamb,, without feelings of commiseration 
for the sufFerey, and feelings of indignatioa, or detestation a- 
gainst th^ destroyer. Yet we can extol as a virtue the obdu- 
rate, unrelenting, ,re vengeful, and ferocious bravery, \yith 
which men can b pitcher one aaother m war. , 

If sat^n had been. appointed or jpermitted tp dictate to chris- 
tians what tljiey- should, regard as honorable virtue and nation- 
al honor, could he have suited himself better, than by propo- 
sing the very things, which are now so popular in christian na- 
tions? Could he hay^ inv^ented any thing, w^hich would have 
insured more slaughter of mankind by the hands of each o- 
ther? \ 

If in the view of God, men are to be regaa*ded as virtuous y 
because they, have arrived to such a pitch of hardness, inhu* 
manity, and ferocity, that they can bi'avely slaughter one ano- 
ther 5 and if, in his view, the honor of a nation may be raised, 
by a display of this kmd of virtue ; then as Soon as tliese things 
shall be satisfactorily proved, we maybe certajin^ that Jesus was 
an in^postor, and that Mahomet had higher claims to be regard- 
ed as a teacher sent from God. But at the same time another 
conclusion will force itself on the mind, in respect to the moral 
character of Jehovah, which is too horric^ to be expressed. 



LETTER V. 

Patriotism is another thing which requires examination^, 
Like the, delusive terms, " Liberty and equality," as uge4 in 
the French, revolution, and often ^vith a view to coyer the bas- 
est designs ; so the yvor A palriotism is frequetritly in the mouths 
of vindictive war-makers, as a charm, to hurry men %o Je&tmo 
tion. As patriotism means " love of onefs own country,'^ we 
surely ought to ij^nderstandbyit, love to the lives, the privil^- 



62 ^e Friend of Peao^ 

ges, the virtue, the peace, the prosperity, and the happiness of 
the community of which we are members. 

But as valor and skill in the work of human butchery, are 
now regarded as the cardinal t'eWnes— and as the honor of a 
nation is supposed to be exalted by a display of such virtues^ 
so patriotism is made to consist in an enthusiasm to support 
government, in making and carrying on a war, -which gives 
opportimity for the display of the wonderful virtues, and to 
exalt the glory of a nation. 

One man ardently wishes to preserve his countrymen from 
the miseries of war, and from the folly and madness of sacrifi- 
cing their lives to the pagan idol honor— nnd would sooner lay 
down his own life to preserve the peace of his country, than 
be an instrument 5f mvolving it in the sins and calamities of 
war — He is considered as no patriot, but rather as an enemy 
to his country. 

But another man loves his country so tueU, that he is wiUing 
to sacrifice fifty or a himdred thousand of his fellow citizens in 
war, rsither than to endure any insult or injury from a foreign 
power — ^^Here is patriotism, which will raise a man to the skies I 
No language is sufficient to express his praise! But if this 
may lie called patriotism, it is patriotism with a vengeance »• 
gainst the best interests of his own country — a patriotism which 
calls evil good and good evil, and which is murderous In prq- 
portLoaas it is iir«fett^ 

Such Jiove of country is like the love of the papists for the 
pagans^ whom. they converted with the sword, .killing, off one 
part of a nation, and subjecting tliose to slavery who chose to 
be baptized TVLihen than slain. While these lovers of the pa- 
gans pretended to bless them with the gospel of salvati(Mi, they 
either deprived tliem of life, or of the blessings w^hich render 
life desirable. In a similar misinner, the popular patqotisiB 
bless*es a nation with the honor of being brave to fight, but it is 
at the expense of killing ofl" a large number of the citizens^ and 
subjecting the survivors t5'pav<arty, taxation, mourning, and 
w« I and net Hnfireqixently to the chaifis of despotismr 
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My mind has been so engi'ossed with my subject, that I liad 
almost forgotten that I was addressmg j^our Excellency ; but 
your candor will excuse such inattentions as may have resulted 
from an enthusiasm to gave the Uv^s of menj and to preserve 
nay .country from another war. My.pjresent views of patriotism 
were not cast in the popular mould f but I think should they 
prevaO> tJiey will be found conducive, .to the tranquility and 
liappiness of mankiiid ; , and this is an » object worthy to be 
sought with ardor*. ' Should you doubt the correctness of my 
views of patriot iim /I wish you to compare them with the patri- 
otism of the Savitwir.of men*? At present i feel disposed to re- 
gard HjLM<.as my pattejfn, rather than, Uiose I formerly followed. 
HjDw^ver.much he might have been insulted, he \vpuld not I 
think li&ye fpugM a duely to vindicate his honor ; yet few per- 
sons have.displayed more mtrepidity of character^ than ap-* 
j][eanelj in. hi»i^: Nor do I think he would have advised a ruler 
to plunge hi» naitioii' into the horrid abyss of war, that iu virtue 
might be displayed, and its honor advanced by bravely slaugh- 
tering the innocant people of another country. And is it not 
a^circumstanee worthy of some notice, that in pronouncing his 
hpnedictions,. on virttfous characters, such as the '* inerciAil,'* 
the " peace makers, &c. he omitted to say — " Blessed are the 
jfcar maJcerB / for they shall be called true pOftriotsJ'^ This o- 
mission has impressed my mind with a belief, that the commun 
encomiums on fighting men, are not very sure passports to t\iQ 
joys of heaven, nor much tobe relied on as recommendations 
to divine favor. 

la my. next, I intend to give a brief illustration of the mis- 
takes relating: to national honor^ virtue^ and patriotisfm. 
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LETTER VI. - 

'SIR, •,'•.■ . 

In my last, I promised an illustration. You will rect&iiect 
the allusion you made in our interview, to the dii^om of our 
ancestors i^ putting men to death for a dissent firom the major- 
ity in religious opinions. That custom will favor u& Wit|i a'«tri- 
king illustration of the pohits before tis, «nd of the iktaieonse- 
quences which result from false notions of honer-^ virtiiey axid 
patriotism. 

In former ages, wlien the custom prevaifed to which you al- 
luded, it was supposed that the honor of the Christian church 
required, that dissenters from the orthodox faith should be piit 
to death; and that by such sacrifices thejpiiri^y of the church 
' was preserved, and its honor secured and advanced. Having 
imbibed this false principle respecting the honor of the dhurcb, 
our ancestors were very naturally led to another most dreadful 
mistake — ^namely, thatu flaming zeal to destroy supposed her- 
etics, was love to the bqpbr and best iiliperests of Christ and his 
liipgdo:n. By tliese two false principles, the peace and happi^ 
ness of the church were in a great measure destroyed, and rail- 
lions of lives were sacrificed. 

Your excellency will agree with me, that the honor of a 
Christian church results from tke.display of mutual love, fideli* 
tyy forbearance, and kindness among its members, in conform- 
ity to the commands of their Lord and Saviour ; and not from 
making such havoc of each other's lives, on account of some 
differences in opinion. You will also agree with me, that those 
ancient Christians were under an awful mistake, in suppoong 
that their burning zeal for the slaughter of dissenting brethren, 
was any thing of the nature of that /arc, which Jesus required 
of his followers, and which he himself exempliiied. 

I may now appeal to the good sense of your excellcnc}*, and 
ask, Were tliese ancient mistakes respecting the honor of tlio 
rhurch. and love to its best interest, any greater than the mis^ 
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takes which then prevailed, and which still prevail, respecting 
the honor of a nation and love of country ? And have not the 
latter ilfiistakes occasioned a hundred fold more desolation and 
misery tliart the former ? 

* la it not, sir, a fkct, that hi every satiguinary custom, which 
was ever popular among men, some false notion of honor hqis 
been established, with corresponding, ideas of virtm f Is not 
this as strictly true of every other sangvi^ycustgai^i^Sts of du- 
elling, and burning men for their religious opinions ? I believe 
sir, that on reflection, you will be convinced^, that such is the 
truth of facts 5 and that biost of those who have ridiculed the 
fanaticism of papis^ts and protestants of fojcmer^.ages, are them- 
selves as really fanatics in regard to thi& custom of war, the 
honor of a nation, the virtue of fighting bravely, and love of 
country. The custonvof war is supported by a fanaticism as 
black and ais bloody j as any that can be named. You will re- 
member who said, " As to fanatics^ I am not acquainted with 
any persons more deserving of that name, than tlrose who will-, 
wantonly sacrifice their own lives an^ the lives of others, tso 
mlse prinpiples of honor, without any prospect of advantage to 
themselves, their famiKes, or their country -P Nor is it possi- 
ble for you to deny that more human lives liave been tiius 
waniQiily sapdficed in war,i,than by every other species of fa- 
naticism, that ever existed on the face of the earth. 

For a long period' of .time;,..tjie papal clergy claimed the 
right of condemning men to suffer death, who happened to 
dissent from their creed. '^ This conduct, I presume, you disr^ 
approve ; and you pro)>abIy woi)ider how clergy nian could be 
so deluded*, as to imagine they had any such right 5 and how 
other ;elfu§8es of people could be^ prevailed on.to submit to such 
daring usurpation, jover the con sciences and lives of men. — 
But there ai*e questions, which every protestant ruler may well 
address to his.own*coriscienca: What right have I to entice, 
or to compel, those unfier my government, to arm themselves 
with weapons of death, and enter the ranks of- an army, fo;\ . 
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the purpose of slaughtering the unofiending sul^ects of a ioi^> 
eign government ? Is not the power I assume over the lives o^ 
men, as positively unjust and inhuman, as the power a^wumed 
by the papal clergy ? And is -it not wonderful, tliat £vny intelli- , 
gent community can be so deluded, as to think J .have of rigU^ 
any such power ? , 

This subject, sir, I could pursue, had I leisure for the pur-., 
pose ; but to save some labor to myself, and still do what.L 
can in this all important cause, I shall enclose with this, a,, 
copy of a " Review of the power assumed by rulers,, over the 
lives of men and the laws of God,, in making w?ir.," This re-s. 
view was written by a person, with whom I have some ac*. . 
quaintance 5 but, I believe, without any expectation that it. 
would ever fall into your hands. I am, hoA>'eyer, pei;mitted^ 
to send it to you, on this condition, that you should be inform- 
ed, that the writer intended the piece as. a general review o£ 
the subject, without ^ny,particular application to the rulers of 
one nation rather than another ; and that it is far from his wislK 
to excite enmity against the rulers of his own nation. While . 
he thinks they have erred, he wishes them well, and hopes^. 
they never will err in like manner a^ain. 

Your excellency will perceive that thp sentimjBnts,of the 
Review, at least many of them, accord; with those I have ha4. 
the pleasure of communicating. If the author, is . correct qn, 
the point he has discussed^ as I p?revailingly think he is, there 
is an alarming error in the world on that subject, and atre-. 
mendoiis retribution awaits, those who^ assume the power of - 
making war. But your excellency professed a desire to know 
the truth, and a deternaination to read with cs^ndor, and to 
judge impartially. This must be my apology, if I need any^ 
for the freedom I have indulged in my letters, and for sending, 
the Review. With sincerp desires for your hajjpiness,^. and ^^ 
l^ope that your last days may be your best,^ 
I^am, sir, sincerely youraij, 

OMAB<. 
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A REVIEW OF THE POWER ASSUMED BY Rb- 

LEBS.O¥ER THE LAWS OF GOD, AND 

THE LIVES OF. MEN. 

The remarks now to be made, will not be designed to dimi- 
aish the respect which is due to the rulers of nations. Rulers 
sife but men, andiike other men, they are liable to be^liisled 
by passion y prejudice and custonic, as to call evil good, and 
good eviL To convince, and not to offend, is the object in view. 

That every one may have opportunity to judge of the pow- 
er- assumed by rulers, a plain cajse wjU be stated, which has . 
often occurred' .•- — 

TJie dominions of two>goyernmej>ts are scparg^ted only by a 
geographical line. Numerous settlements are made adjacent 
to.the line on each side 5 and the people of the two states liAe 
together as neighbors, friends, and' brothers. They often. 
meet in the same ht)use for worship*, become members of the 
same chuirch ; intermarriages arc frequent ; tlie sons on one 
side purchase lands and settle on the other ; and in a multi- 
tude of ways they beconie united, endeared, and attached to^ 
each other. ^ 

In time of peace, if a vicious person^ on one side steals oii. 
fte other, and is detected, he is punished as a thief 5 if he ma-, 
liciously kills, he is hanged as a murderer 5 and all acts of vi-*. 
olence are regarded as criminal. Such is the^ state of things, 
during peace. 

The n^xtnews iSj a dispute has arisen between the two govr-. 
cmmeiits.. An ambassador has been insulted, or a question of 
property, or a boundary line has . occurred.; The dispjite is, 
managed in a haughty, menacing tone on ope side, and thus 
retorted on the other. Next out comes a^ flaming manifesto, 
or declaraticm of war. The peg^^eful inhabitants, on the dif- 
ferent sides .of the Ime, are declared to be enenaies to each 
other ; they ace required to take up arms, and meet ojach oth-, 
er in the field of battle ; neighbor against neighbor^ brother 
a.gaitt»t brother^ and father against son.. Allthe.jnejuifl.whicji 
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malice can suggest, or ingenuity invent, are adopted to inffame 
their passions, alienate their hearts, eiccite their enmity, and 
make them forget that they me friends and brethren. They 
must fight, or be punished as traitors or cowards. They must 
kill or be killed, ^nd perhaps both. 

NoA\5j|lie laws of Gpd ai-e superseded by the declaraticMi-of 
war — theft is no longer stealing,. ngr, killing murder. Nay, it 
is now declared to be just and honorable, to plunder and to : 
kill 5 and Jie who proves to Ij^ the most .hardened and success- 
ful villain, acquires the greatest share of renown... After the^ 
parties bave/spread for ye-^rs mutual havoc and desolation 
ihrough the villages, the sound of peace is heard by those who 
happen to be alive. The neighbors are req^uired to cease from- 
slaughter ; and killing again becomes murder, by the mere 
mandate c.^ a ruler. 

NoH' WQ may boldly end solemnly ask, who gave these ru- 
lers power to suspend the laws of Gpd, durlpg tlie war, and 
thus to sr.crifice the iive;^ of men ? Who gave them a right to 
change the relations of thes& citizens from friends and neigli- 
lM>rs to political enemies ? Who authorized the rulers to in- 
flame th^irsulj^jects with enmity, and to arm them for nuUual 
havoc and murder ? 

Must not th?it ruler be the sul|iject of strong delusions, or the 
most perfect insanity, who can suppose that a mandate from 
himself can dissolve the. obligations, which men are under to^ 
love ojxe aijother, or absolve them from guilt in shedding in- . 
nocent blood- ? Can rational being^' be so infatuated by a pop- 
ul^ custom, as to.suppose, tlifit the mere word of a falMble^ 
and perhaps nn godly riucr, is oCsufiicieht; force to annihilate 
or suspend the la>ys and authority, of ^od ; so as to render 
that honorable virtue to .day, which yesterday would have 
been wantoji, cruelty, and deliberate murder ! And that too., 
without any ciitmge in the char^ter or condition .of ifc-he sub- 
jects,, but what the rul^r^ himselfrhas made I , 
* When I reflect on the power thus assumed by rulers, I find 
it so perfectly correspondient with PauPs account of" the tn^^ . . 
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of sin/' that'I'likve'saiiie'lfimes suspected that lie.***^' wlio opuo- 
seth and cxalteth himself above all that is called God, aad is 
worshflpped," is tho spirit and custom of war personified, or 
ilie professed Christian 'ruler sjLipportbig this diabolical an<J 
ariti^dirrstian custom. 'What more power could a 'war-maker 
asstinfi'e> if he irii^iiiVdWimsolf^.tdbe ^^^exalleiii aKoVjj.'W tliat 
If called Odd ?*^ Does he not as'sume the', pi'etbgatrve^s'of the 
Almighty, atid even'lhncy that he can at pleasure, suspend or 
annul, the authority of Jehovah ? Does he not imagine that 
he can authorize tx\^' render just and honorable, the vilest 
passions and roost lidfHd deeds ? Passidn^'^nd deeds which 
the ruler himself woulkl regard ds* de^^rving of death, are jus- 
tified and applauded, because he has interposed a bloody man- 
date between the pfeaceful laws of heaven and his deluded 
subjects. Ifthisbenot exalting himself ^- above all: that is 
called God," it >vill be difficult to find any thing on this side 
the infernal regions, to \vliich this description will apply.-— 
And it may be doubted, Svhether there be any thing even 
there, more abominable, ifiore repugnant to the spirit of the gos-* 
pel, than those thifigs which are authorized by the custom of war. 
In answer to the question, " Whence did rulers derive this 
enormous power ?" some will answer, " Under republican, 
governments^ they derive it from the people and the constitu- 
tion !" Had the people then such powef to delegate ? Or did 
they exalt themselves above all that is called God, in pretends, 
iug to confer such power ? Prior td this delegation of power, had 
the^ a right wantonly to sacrifice tlieir own lives, or^the lives 
of others? Could fAey at pleasure suspend the law of God 
during an attempt to kill a brother, or one of God's children ? 
Could they thus easily change vice into virtue, and, the most 
daring crimes into feats of honor ? Could* t^ey render justifi- 
able the most murder.ot^s pa?ston>, as u substitute for that 
Jove Vr'hlch God has enjoined ? V ihry had no such rights rr 
povVers to delegate, it is fr)lly or madness in rulers to imagine 
that they possess any sii^h thing ! Vv Jj^at maairest; delusion is 
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" this, to suppose t^ial subject? may confer pn.i'i^lors power suffi- 
cient to suspend the laws of heaven ! . 

feitlier rulers have such power, or they have uxrt. K they 
\ j}ossesSjtlns power, then killing the innOcent during' war, and 
'^i}\ oliedience to the order of the; ruler, is not murder. . But if 
they ii&ye hot power to supersede the. coin naanda, ^Hhqt^^^hdt 
notTcilV^:^^^ tJiou shalt Ippe thi^ neighbor asthyBelf^^f t^m these 
acts of killling, arid every nwirdejous passion must, be- con- 
'denihed at the bar Of God. . , , . 

, Allprotestant rulers wpulfj derive the, pretensions of the Ro- 
nian pontiff, >yho claims j[>ower to ab^Iye fl'om guilt, and to 
grant indulgences to sin j or they would pity iha man thus gross- 
ly deluded. But ill what I'cspects do the pretensions of the pon- 
lifif exceed those of the war making rulqr ? In what particu- 
lar are. they more ridiculous, more arrogant, or more heaven 
daring ? Political Jesuits alone can tell. If men are liable to 
be punisli^d for their evil deeds,- notwithstanding the licei^se 
or the absolution of the pontiff, so they .are, .notwithstanding 
the atm^pt pjrete^sions of w'ar-raakers. ' 

^o support the sanguinary custom of war, rulers are oblige^ 
to adopt sanguinary laws, which expose the lives of their own 
VJitizens. Cowardice in an ofhcer, exposes him to death.-r 
Here a capital cHme is made out of a mere natural infir^iity, 
and one, perhaps, which it was utterly impossible' fer the offi- 
cer to surmount. Desertioa also is punished with deaths evep 
on the part of the aggressor in war. Whether the soldier de- 
serted in. coi;sequence of ill usage, abuse from his officers, con- 
scientious sc|;uples in regard to the justice of the cause^ or for 
no reason at>ll, still he is liable to beL.sl^G.tf 

Ho complete the inconsistency, while, tlje aggi;essoK in. the 
>yar will punish with death^ desfertion. froixi his own ^rmy^ 
he will bribe or entice the soldiers of the opposing army^ to^ 
commit the same crime. 

, That such eonduct may be consistent ^yith the usag'es of war, 
we dp mit deny : bijt the propriety of it yi^e may deny \vit{] 
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confidence. If desertion from the aggressor deserves deatli, 
it cannot deserve less on the other side. . If it do not de- 
serve death, the ruler who inflicts the punishment is guilty of 
unjustly taking human life. If he views the crime as deserv- 
ing of death, and still will entice others to commit it, what is he 
but a deluded or an unprincipled mortal ? 

Similar to this is the custom of employing and punishing 
spies. Each army will employ spies. And yet if a spy from 
one army is detected by the other, death is his portion. Now 
it is a question, which God will decide, whether that ruler who 
^v^\l both employ a spy, aiid punish a spy with death, is not 
chargeable with blood guiltiness, and the most glaring inconsis- 
icncy. 

But the custom of war is itself such a flagrant outrage of the . 
principles of reaspp, justice^ rehgion, and humanity, that it is 
impossible to support it at all, but by setting aside the laws of 
God, arid adopting rules and maxims of conduct, subversive of 
his requirements ; and by authorizing the very crimes which 
lie has forbidden. Deceit, fraud, and falsehood — theft, robbe- 
ry, and murder, and every species of impiety and injustice, 
which God forbids, are authorized by the maxims and usages 
of war. That love and kindness, which God requires, the cus- 
tom of war prohibits 5 and that hatred, violence, and revenge, 
wliich God forbids, the custom of war requires. 

Unless the laws of nations, the maxims of war, and the au- 
lliorlty of rulers, are sufficient to subvert the authority of God, 
and change vice into virtue, the custom of war must involve 
the most awful retributions. For it is manifest that both ru- 
lers and subjects, do act on the presumption, that a declaration 
of war can authorize the most flagi^ant violations of the moral 
law, and the benevolent precepts' of the gospel ; and that a ' 
state of war changes the character of moral actions, so that 
vice becomes virtue, and virtue vice. 

Which of the ten commandments, or of the precepts of the 
gospel, is not supposed to be, at least, partially suspended du- 
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ring the war ? Do not men have other gods before Jehovah, 
while they serve and obey men in defiance of .God's, cpni- 
mands ? Bo not war makers impiously take God^s name in 
vain, and make him a party or an associate in their guilty and 
murderous enterprizes ? Is not the . fourth ^command uni- 
formly and wantonly viplated during war? Are not children 
authorized so far to dishonor father and mother, as even to 
take their lives, if tliey happen to be opposed to each Qther in 
the contest? As to the four following commands, the maxims 
and usages of war run thus :— ^Thou shalt kill. ~ Thou may est 
commit adultery and fornication. Thou mayest steal, rob, 
and plunder. Thou maye.9f bear false witness, slander, de- 
ceive, and lie. Thou mayest covet thy neighbor's house, his 
wife, his man servant, his maid servant, his ox, hisass^and ev- 
ery tiling tHat is Ids, 

In the same licentious manner, the custom and maxims 6f 
war subvert or reverse the benevolent and peaceful precepts of 
Jesus, and authorize every passion and every vice, prohibited 
by the gospel. What then is more deserving of the charac- 
ter of the "man of sin,'' or of antichrist , than the spirit and 
custom of war? And have we no reason to fear, that the ju- 
dicial threatening, " God 6hall sendfthem strong delusions that 
they may believe a lie," has been awftilly verified among pro- 
fessed Christians, who have had pleasure in this unrighteous 
custom? Can tjiere be stronger delusions, than those by which 
men are made to believe, that they are acting in a manner 
which God will approve, while they Support a custom which 
sets at defiance every precept of his law and his gospel ! 

We are amazed at the power of delusion in the religious fa- 
natics of Munster, who, fancying themselves to be the favorites 
of heaven, claimed as their privilege the indulgence of every li- 
centious passion, and the right of slaughtering their fellow 
men, that they might inherit the earth. But w^hat excesses, 
what inconsistencies, what enormities can be charged to their 
•accoimt, which have not been equalled or surpassed by war 
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ihakeh in every age I The deluded king bfthiiMnftdmci) as- 
sumed no more power over the lives of men anothe laws of 
Odd, than has been commonly assumed by war making rulers. 

We regard the Algerines as barbarians, pirates, robbers^aiid 
murderers 5 becausellheir modes of warfare arc in some res- 
pects different from those adopted by Christian nations. But 
these barbarians Thave their customs aswdlas other people; 
und they can plead that their inhuman practices are not only 
authorized by their rttfera, i>ut by dieir religion. Their rulers 
liave as good a right to authorize their barbarous conduct, as 
eluristian rulers have to authorize the most bare faced viola- 
tions of the laws of God and the precepts of the gospel. If a 
christian ruler can, by a war mandate, render violence and 
murder justifiable, why may not the Dey of Algiers convert 
the most cruel slav€*fy iirto a justifiable means of obtaining 
money ? Their mode of warfare is indeed abominable inhu- 
manity; but this is truo of the modes autliOiriizied by<:hristian 
rulers. 

We reprobate the customs of the Indians, in torturing cap- 
tives, end sc»«'ping the de&d. But these are Indian customs, 
and according to their maxims of war; nor ftre they moj^ 
savage, tLr.i. nie indiscriminate butchery of men, women, and 
children^ w ich has bft^n been authorized by jpreicncTccf chris- 
tian rulers, on taking a city by storm. I A thith, ^e can find no 
t!ustom among the most savage nation^, or the most deluded 
fanatics, which m^y not be vindicated wfth as good a grace, as 
the custom of christian rulers in tnaking war. If christian r^* 
Icrs will so far agree with the Indian chiefs, asto atithoriee th0 
murder of the innocent,* let them not reproach the Indians for 
the far lesri unjust and inhuman ^pWlice of taking thift scalps 
of the dead. To tiike life from the iuiiocfbnt *and the living, ii 
a very seirious injury 5 but to take the Iscalp from a dead ton, 
does him no harm at all. It is only an Indian mdfie of glory- 
ing in victory ; and perhaps as little offensive to 6od, as the 
^Hede^ of^eti adopted by Christians. On the ^vhole, t)hrist«|A 
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rulers shoul^gttther admit that the established customs of the 
Algerines anothe Indians, are as justifiable as their own, and 
cease to reproach them for their inhumanity, or begin a refor- 
mation at home. 



OMAR'S SOLITARY REFLECTIONS. 

SfiCTiON I. 

1 HAVE now done writing to the President. What effect 
iny letters may have on his mind, I know not. I hope ihcy 
^vill give no offence, for surely none has been intended. He 
sees the error of duellists, but I fear he will not be easily per- 
suaded to renounce an error, which has been sanctioned by his 
own administration. He is, however, certainly a man of tal- 
ents, and capable of examining the subject. I cannot but in- 
tlalge some hope of success. 

But alas ! how can I hope to convince a statesman that war 
is a wicked custom, while so great a portion of the clergy are 
its advocates 1 It is surely to be lamented that ever a minister 
of the gospel was knpwn to approve a custom, which involves 
every species of guilt which God forbids 5 and which cannot 
possibly exist but by the indulgence of a temper, directly op- 
posed to the temper of Jesus. - . ' . 

While different sects of christians have adopted different 
criterions of the christian character, and pursued a course of 
exclusive conduct towards each other ; how seldom has the 
lienevolent and self-denying temper of .the gospel been admit- 
ted as the best evidence of true religion ! And how unanimous 
have beeti most sects of christians in supporting a custom of 
violence and revenge, by which many thousands of lives are 
annually Sacrificed to the ambition of rulers I Shocking indeed 
is tlie thought, but so it seems to have been, that on no one 
point hav^ christians been more united than in supporting the 
yery -iporst imetom in the pagan worlds 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Omars Reflections^ H' 

But why do I wonder at others ? I too was educated mirier 
the light of the gospel, except so fav as thh light was eclij»syd 
by antichristian opinions and custom is. Yet how long did I 
remain in darkness, bewildered by popular deltisjaiis ! 

my God, cleanse wy soul frotu all the guilt 1 contracted 
by supporting sanguinary customs- DLspoiiC ine to he as rea- 
dy to forgive as I am desirous to be forgiven — as cheerlul la 
obey the precepts of thy Son, as I am to be saved by thy 
grace through him. j * 

SECTION II. 

Let me pause a moment. — My letters 'uve gone out of my 
hands, and possibly they will be puUi&bed to the world. How 
then shall I retain my standing in the chiirs::h ? Shall I not lie 
censured for departing from the faith and practice of our an- 
cestors ? 

1 have however done what I thoaglit to be my duty ; and 
With God I leave the event. Wllile I wa^ a fighting chrh- 
tian, my character was supposed to stand fair, although my 
heart and my hands were defiled with blood. Now I have re- 
nounced the fighting character and become a penitent for tiio 
blood I have shed, some will probably reproach me as an apos- 
tate from the rchgion of Jesus. But I have no reason to fear 
worse treatment than he received ; and surely I do not dcsen^e 
better than he deserved, who " came not to destroy men's 
lives, but to save them." 

There is such a perfect contrast between the maxims of the 
gospel and the maxims of war, that I feel amazed BpJ cnu* 
founded, when I reflect that for ages the great body of \hc 
clergy have justified the most sanguinary cu&tom that ever ex- 
isted among men. — How would the compassionate Syvioiii: 
have appeared at the head of an army^ pronaimcing a viol en t 
philippic to excite men to revenge and havoc I Or huw would 
he have appeared as a chaplain, praying to his Father to grunt 
success to s^n army about to engage m the work of vcngeanr^ 
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and murder ! How opposite this, to the spirit of his commands 
^* Love your enemies;" and to his-pra3'cr on the cross : " Fj»r. 
therj ibrgive them, for they kiiow not what tliey do.'* 

Whoever may have been in the right, or in the wrong, \% 
the theological controversies of the present age, how harmless 
have been most of the errors which have been combatted, conv 
pared with that enormous practical error, which has been comr 
mon to all the contending parties? I can hardly think of smy 
error, short of absolute atheism, which appears to me more 
Bepwgiiant Xo the gospel, or more dangerous to the souls of 
men, than this popular belief, that christians may, in obedi- 
ence tp the gospel, or as followers of Jesus, meet each other 
in the field of battle for mutual violence and slaughter— and 
that prior ip entering on this dreadful work they may, on each 
side, cry to the Father ofinfiTcies to grajit tl^em su^ccess in their 
attempts to butcher one another. Yet this monstrous, mur- 
derous error, like the " cameP of the Pharisees, has been swal- 
lawed b}' almost every sect of christians ; and that too^ while 
jiach has been careful to ^' strain out" some " gnat^^ inftuitely 
less dangerous to the lives, and to the souls of men^ 

We have ia^leed many melancholy proofs of the moral blind- 
ness and. depravity of mankind ; but the popularity of war a-- 
raoi^ christians, who have the gospel in their hands, crowns 
the wliolc, and leaves no room for doubt. " Their feet are 
swift to shed blood : Destruction and misery are in their ways ; 
and the way of peace hieive they not known.'* 

What errors may not christians embrace and support from 
nn improper regard to the traditions they have received from 
their forefathers ! Had the cu§torn of war never been adopted 
5uncxng christians of foniier ages — had our anc^tors kept 
themselves pure from shedding innocent blood — and expressed 
a proper abhorrence of war, as it existed among pagans 5 what 
horror would the people of this country have now feh, at the 
bare proposxj of settling a national controversy, by an appeal 
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to arms f The thought of settling a parish dufpute in the same 
manner, would not have appeared so shocking and dreadful. 

But as the custom of war has been so long popular among 
christians, and among, our ancestors, many perhaps will be 
more shocked to hear its justice and morality denied, than they 
would be to hear of the slaughter of a hundred thousand fellow 
beings, in a battle bravely fought. 

SECTION III; 

It is a common maxim, that ^^ misery loves company," and' 
perhaps it is not less so with error and vice. When persons- 
become convinced that they have been in a popular error^ 
^ey are too apt to be pleased with the thought, that they have 
not been alone in the business ; that men of all ranks have 
been equally deluded* This consideration may have influ- 
ence with many, to prevent a thorough inquiry, after the mo 
rality of a popul^-custom is called in question^ On the same 
ground some may feel justified in neglecting to exert them- 
selves to open the-eye» of others, whenthey have become fully 
convinced that a custom is of a dangeroua character* But it 
ought ever to be considered, Aat the more popular any vicious 
custom is, the more dreadfuKare its effects; and' therefore the 
more thorough should be our- inquifCes and our^ exertions. — 
•'* Though hand join in hand j the. wicked shall not pass unpun- ^ 
xshed/' 

Suppose r had discovered to my satisfaction, that a pretend- 
ed remedy for the most dangerous disease had obtained- circu- 
lation; that this supposed catholicon haddestroyed thousands 
in past ages; and that by a popular recommendation, people 
of all ranks in this country had been sediiced to purchase the 
fatal poison ; what would be my duty ? Might I feel easy and 
hold my peace^ because the error was so common, that people 
qT every class were exposed to be destroyed ? Common sense \ 
imd humanity unite in saying, The more there are exposed, 
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the more thorough and vigorous should be the eftbrts to save, 
the lives of njen. 

It may indeied be less reproachful to be ip a popular error, 
than in one which is unpopular; but it is not less dangerous. 
The more popular a malignant custom is, the more likely if)eo- 
ple are to be deluded by it to their own destruction. If duelling 
were as popular as war, it would probably destroy as many lives. 

Therefore, as 1 feel the most perfect conviction, that war is , 
as murderous as duelling, or even as assassination— ^that mill- 
ions of men have already been wantonly sacrificed by it — ^nA 
that million* more are in danger of losing both their lives and 
their souls ; it must be my duty to do what I can, to convince 
others of their danger, " whether they will hear or whether 
they will forbear." As in the case of discovering a popular 
poison, I should be chargeable with inhumanity, and with the 
blood of my fellow men, if I should refuse to give information 
and warning ; so it must be in the present case. If I must 
lose my character and my life by any voluntary effort, let it be 
in an attempt to save my fellow men, and not in an attempt ta 
destroy them. " We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because wp lave the brethren." But — "whosoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer \ and ye know that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him." 

If by any means there might be produced in our country as, 
much zeal and exertion to preserve the blessing of peace, as 
we have seen in favor of war, how happy would be our pros- 
pects! If a tenth jgar t of as much property, asvhas been exp^- 
ded sj^nd destroyed in the late war, should be judiciously ap- 
propriated in Great Britain and the United §tates,. in cultiva- 
ting the spirit of peace, and exciting an abhocrence of war, 
the present tranquility between the twa nations would proba- 
Wy be as durable as their existence* " Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity !'^ 
but how horrid to see them, inflamed with hatred, and mucdet- 
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ing one another, under the delusive idea that such is the road 
to glory, and to heaven ! 

I cannot but feel tenderly for my former military compan- 
ions. I teow very well their love of gl^ry ; and should war be- 
come disreputable, they will be ready to exclaim, "Ye have 
taken away my gods, and what have I more !'' Tliey will, how- 
ever, probably derive some support from this mjelancholy fact,, 
that if the past popularity of war has been a delusion, it is one 
*in which statesmen and clergymen were as deeply concerned 
0s themselves ; and that had it not been far the infhience of 
others, they never would have adopted this sanguinary road 
to fame. — As the error has been common to people of all 
ranks, there is ample ground for mutual cand"or, mutual sym- 
pathy, aoid mutual efibrts for a general reformation. 

O that the tira6 may be hastened, when Christianity shall be 
exempliiied in the lives of its professors. Then will be real-* 
ized tliat blessedness, the prospect of which animated " a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host,'* while they sung "glory to God 
in the highest; on earth peace; and good will towards mea-'^ 



THE NOBLEST TREATY OF PEACE. 

The celebrated Montesquieu gives, it as his opinion that 
*^ the nobliest treaty of peace,.ever mentioned in history^ Is that 
which Gelon/' king of Syracuse " made with- the Garthagl** 
inans. He insisted upon then: aboUshing the custom of S^- 
rificing^ their cMldreB* Glorious, says he, indeed ! after hav- 
ing defeated S.OO,OOQ^kirthaginians^ he required a eondftion 
that was advantagecHpffto themselves,, or rather he stipulated, 
in favor of humao ;^ature/' Spirit of lawa^ vol. i. p. 151. 

Mr* Rollin quo^a the article of the treaty — ^^^ that no more 
human sacrijSeces should be offi^fed tOi.Satu]7i«." Ancient His^ 
tory, voF. i* pi 252. 

This was iadsed a noble treaty, which put an^nd to one inr 
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human custom among the Carthaginians. But how much 
more nohle would it have been had Gelon " stipulated" for the 
abolition of his own ciistom of offering human sacrifices by 
war, and persuaded the Carthaginians to do the same., While 
he beheld with horror the .^ human sacrifices offered to Sat- 
urn," he was probably unmoved to see thousands after thoa- 
sands sacrificed to his own ambition* 

So Christians caa seey as w«ll as Gelon did, the inliumanity 
of those sacriffejes which he abolished j yet they can without 
ijemorse sacrifice tliemselves. on their children, in compliance 
with another custom, which is as inhuman^ as unnecessasf 
and as savage, as that of the Carthagiuians. It must indeed 
be admitted that Christians! have viewed their own Imman sac- 
rifices as. acceptable to God 5 but so it was with the Carthagi- 
nians, and Willi reason equally good; 

Mr. Rollin quotes from Plutarch, a heathen moralist, some 
questions respecting the Carthaginian sacrifices, which de- , 
serve the consideration, of fighting Christians : — I 

" Can this, says.Plutarch,. be called worshipping the gods ; 
Can- we basaid toi entertain an honorable opinion of the gods, 
if we suppose that they are pleased with slaughter, thirsty of 
human blood;. and capable of reqjuiring or accepting such of- 
ferings ? Had it not been better fdr the Carthaginians tO| 
have had aQritias, a-Diagoras, and such like open atheists fm 
^eir lawgivers, than tahav« establislied so frantic and wicked ' 
a religion? Could the Typbons and the Giants, the open en* 
emies of the gods^ had they gained a victory over them, have 
established more abominable sacrifices ?" 

Will ijot Plutarch rise up in judgment against- the sanguind! 
ly Christians of this s^ge ? 
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REVIEW OF THE ARGUMENTS OF LORt)^ 
KAMES IN FAVOR, OF WARi. 

INTRODUCTION* 

WlQtEN a celebrated writer attempts to vindicate an opinioij^ ' 
«r custom^ which has long been popular, almost any thing will 
pass for solid argument. Both his premises and eqnclusions 
will commonly be admitted, without care&l examination.— 
But fortunately for the interests of Humanity, the reasonings 
of philosopher 8* in favor of sanguinary customs, are not invin.- 
cible. Their fallacy may be detected by persons of moderate 
talents, if they can summon fortitude enough toej^amine t.hen> 
impartially. 

Lord Karnes was a man of eminent talents, and in many 
vespecta an agreeable writer. His '• iSketchos of the history 
of man,'^ are in genei'al useful and entertaining. But when 
such a writer errs, he coma>only canies a multitude with liina ; 
and especially when he writes in favor of a popular cu8tom.--r- 
In the second Book of the work which has been named^ 
" Sketch VI" is entitled " War and Peace compared." In 
this " sketch" the author seriously auempts to prove, that th^ 
alternate succession of war and peace is as necessary and use- 
ful^ as the changes of weather, and that p^cpeuia]: peace i« 
worse than perpetual wais 

While such opinions prevail, war wiU of course be popular 
and una\'oidable. No powerful exertions will \Se made to a- 
bolish a custom, while it is generally believed to be both ne- 
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cessary and useful. It hence becomes important thathU lord- 
ship's arguments should be thoroughly examined, and their 
fallacy made evident. His reasoning on this subject is such 
as we might naturally expect from a great man in defending 
a fsjse but popular doctrine. Of course, it is both plausible 
and incorrect. This principle arguments in this sketch will 
(be presented and reviewed ; and to these we shall subjoin an- 
other from the sketch on " the origin of nations." His lord- 
ship did not arrange and number his arguments in favor of 
war^ in a methodical manner ; but they will now be numbered 
/ for the convenience of the reader, as Well as the reviewer* 

ARGUMENT I. 

'^ The blessings of peace are too well known to need iUns- 
tration : industry, commerce, the fine arts, power, opulence, 
&c. &c. depend on peace. What Jias war in store for balan- 
cing blessings so substantial ? Let us not abandon tlie field 
without making at least an effort." 

" Humanity, it mu^t be acknowledged, gains nothing from 
wars of small, states in close neighborhood : such wars are bru- 
tal and bloody, because they are carried on with bitter enmity 
egainst individuals. Tiianks to providence, that war at pre- 
sent bears a less savage aspect: We spare individuals and 
make war upon the nation only : barbarity and cruelty give 
place to magnanimity: and soldiers are converted from brutes 
into heroes, guch wars give exercise to the elevated virtues 
. of courage, generosity and disinterestedness, which are always 
attended with consciousness of merit and of dignity. Friend- 
ship is in peace cool and languid 5 but in a war for glory ex- 
erts the whole fire of its etrthusiasm." p. 290. 

ANSWER. 
In the first of these pffiragraphs we have his lordsliip's sum- 
mary of" The blessings of peace ;" and in the second a sum-^ 
mary of the " balancing blessings" of war. It will behove 
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us to make aa analytical and careful examiQation of these 
blessings of war which are supposed to balance the blessings 
of peace. 

We win first notice the concession — ^^ Humanity gains no-» 
thing from the wars of small states, in close neighborhood." — 
But why does humanity gain nothing fey such petfy wars ? — 
** Such wars are brutal and bloody, because carried on, with 
bitter enmity against individuals.'^ But we may ask, — what 
wars are »of" brutal ^nd bloody?" And are wars between 
great nations less "brutal and bloody, than wars between 
stnall statefs ? ** Thanks to Providence," replies his lordship, 
" that war at present bears a less savage aspect : we spare in- 
dividuals and make war upon the nation only." But is not 
every nation composed of " individuals ?" Are all these indi- 
viduals spared in the present mode of warfare ? - In making 
" war on a nation only," do we make war against an abstract 
idea ? a war by which individuals are not injured ? If not, 
is it "less savage" to make war on a whole nation, few of 
whom have ever done us any injury, than to make war en a 
small number of individuals, who have really injured us ?" If 
this be " less savage," it must be because civilization has ren- 
dered men more unjust and inhuman than they were in a sav- 
age states 

But his lordship says — *' Barbarity and cruelty give place 
to magnanimity 5" and " soldiers are converted fronj brutes 
into heroeg.** Such he supposes are the consequences of ma- 
king " war upon a nation only" instead of making war upon , 
individuals with whom we are offended. He. evident- 
ly argues on the suppoi^ition, that men fight ',with " less 
bitter enmity^' whea they figfit against a nation of stran- 
gers, few or none of whom have given any cause of of- 
fence, than when they fight persons " in clbse neighbor- 
hood," who have offended them. This is probably true in 
general. But is there no "barbarity" in making an indi*- 
criminate war on a nation of strangers, not one of whom to a 
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million has ever done us any harm ? Is this the \iFay for 
*^ barbarity and cruelty to give place to magnanimity !'^ On 
this principle a robber or pirate may show his magnanimity 
in making war on innocent strangers^ if he only ii:>rbears to do 
the same on persons ^^ in close neighborhood" who have giv* 
en him offence. Thus robbers as well as " soldifers" may be 
** converted frome brutes into heroes." A savage mode of 
conversion indeed ! 

But ^' such wars," we are told, " give esrercise to the eleva- 
ted virtues of courage, generosity, and disinterestedness, which ^ 
are always attended with a conBciousness of merit and digni- 
ty." Here we have a fine cluster of the blessings of war^ — 
We will however examine them, to see whether they are bles- 
sings in reality, or only in pretence. 

Is that " courage" a virtue by which entire strangers with- 
out any provocation can bravely meet each other in a field at 
battle for mutual butchery and murder ? If this be true vir- 
tue, then tlie mosft inhuman -and hardened villaims, are the 
most virtuous men 5 and we may tlirpw open the gates of hea- 
ven to bloody cut-tlnroats, while we exclude every humble fol- 
lower of Jesus. 

Shall we also give the names of " generosity and disinteres- 
tedness" to ambitioti ind murderous valor, or to any qualities 
of mind by whii:h men are disposed to destroy unofiending fel- 
low beings ? 

It is true indeed, that s6ldiers have little interest in the 
tjuarrels of tl eir rulers ; atieast they have little reason to ex- 
pect any benefit from fighting, but the praise of deluded men, 
%tho call evil good and good evil. There seeihs to b « licrt*- 
fore sometMn^fesembling "generosity and disinterestedness" 
in their expcTsiug their lives without a prospect of real advan- 
tage. But in duljr estimating the dispositions and actions of 
riien, we shouid have respect to the end in view^ and the means 
adopted. In wars in genefa>, on the part of the war-maker, 
iSoih the end and the meaii^ are as truly abominable^ as ihe^ 
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are in the case of a gentleman's bribing or lionfipelling a ser- 
vant to murder a rival for the sake of property or fame. Thfe 
servant may indeed display undaunted valor, skill and dexter- 
ity ; but to attribute to him " the elevated virtues ci* courage, 
generosity and. disinterestedness'' would be b most unjustifiar 
blc perversion of language. - ' 

But to illustrate more fully his meiming in the sentence now 
under review, the writer has a long note containing two ex- 
amples of the blessings of war. One of the narratives we 
shall give entire, that we may have a fair view of the blessings 
of war :-^ 

" In the ^var carried on by Lonis XII of France against Ute 
Venetians, the town of Brescia, being taken by storm and a- 
bandoned to the soldiers, suffered for seven days all the dis- 
tresses of cruelty and avarice. No house escaped but that 
where Chevalier Bayard was lodged, At his entrance the 
mistress, a woman of rank, fell at his feet, and deeply sobbing, 
•^ O ! my lord, save my life, save the honor of my daugh- 
ters." *' Take courage Madame," said the Chevalier, "Your 
life and their honor shall be secure while I have life,^' The 
two daughters, brought from their hiding-place, were present- 
ed to him $ and the family reunited, bestowed their whole at- 
tention on their deliverer* A dangerous wound he had recei- 
ved, gave' them opportunity to express their zeaK They en*- 
ployed a notable surgeon; they attended him by turn ddy 
and jiight 3 and when he could bear to be amused, they enter- 
tained him with coTicerts of music. Upon the day fixed for 
his departure, the mother said to him, '^^ to your goodness^^ my 
liffd, we owe our lives ; and to you all we have belongs by 
right of war 5 but we hope from your signal benevolence, that 
this slight tribiite will content you 5" — placing upon the table 
an iron coffer full of money. ^^ What is the sum ?'? said the 
Chevaher. " My lord," ans>n*ered she, trembling, " no more 
hut 2500 ducats, all that we have 5— but if tnore be necessmy 
we will try our friends."-^" Madame," said he, " yoiu: kiiid^ 
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ness is more precious in my eyes than d. hundred thousand 
ducats. Take back your money, and depend always on me." 
^" My good lord, you kill me in refusing this small sum ; take 
It only as a mark of your friendship to my family.'' — " Well,'' 
said he, " since it will obhge you, I take the money ; but give 
tnc the satisfaction of bidding adieu to your amiable daugh* 
ters." They came to him with looks of regard and afTe^^ion. 
'"' Ladies," said he, ^' the impression you have made on my 
heart will never wear out. What return to make I know not; 
for men of my profession are seldom opulent. But here are 
2500 ducats of which the generosity of your mother has given 
me the disposal. Accept them as a marriage present ; and 
may your happiness in marriage equal your merit.'W-" Flow- 
er of chivalry !" cried the mother, " may the God who suffer- 
ed death for us reward you here and hereafter." 

Having given this narrative, his lordship gravely asks, ^' Can 
peace afford so sweet a scene ?"^ — just as though the pleasing 
sentiment* expressed by these four persons, were sufficient to 
Gounterbalance, or even annihilate, all the sin and misery bo- 
casioned where a. " town, being taken by storm and abandoned 
to the sokfiers, suffered for se\'en days all the distresses of cruelty 
and avarice," and " no houK escaped but that where Cheva^ 
]ier Bayard was lodged ! I" 

' It ever affords us pleasure to hear of any thing like hsumam" 
fif or generosity in military men, and we would wish by att 
suitable means to encourage the display of such sentiments 
and feelings. But w^e are not disposed to averlook the horrors 
and cruelties of war, while we pay ti respect to generous senti- 
ments. Let us now consider Bayard as the Commander in 
Chief of the besieging army. Is he to be extolled to the skies 
for sparing one house with three females, while he abandoned 
eivery other house in the town for seven days to the unbridled 
cruelty, lust and avarice of a ferocious army ? Will the kind- 
mf&b he showed te tAree'aaoffeading persons^ ooncel his guik 
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va the slaughter 9 the pHlage, and the debauehery of many 
thousands, by the men under his command ! 

Let us bring such a scene more home to our feelings. Sap- 
pose Boston to be a walled town, which must be taken by storm 
within three months from this time^ unless the custom of w^r 
ishall be abolished \ and if taken, every fapiily in the town, 
except one, is to be exposed to the uncontrolled vengeance, 
avarice and brutality of the invading army. Is there a person 
in the town or vicinity, that has a spark of humanity in his 
teeast, who would not fervently pray for the entire abolition 
of war ? And should a philosopher gravely attempt to comfort 
the inhabitants of Boston under such circumstances, and to re- 
concile them to the continuance of war, and the consequent 
fate, by pleading that war gives opportunity for the " exercise 
of the elevated virtues of courage, generosity and disinterest- 
edness y^ would they not unitedly censure him as a monster^ 
alike destitute of a christian temper, and of the feelings of hu- 
manity ? Let the philosopher renew his effort, and paint to 
them in glowing colours such a scene as took place between 
Bayard and the three females; and assure the Dostonians that 
peace can give no opportunity for " so sweet a scene f would 
he not be regarded as a man tnsanej or as one who delighted 
to insuh people in distress ? — Yet such a scene in one house, 
while all around was massacre, pUlage and ddbaucher}'^, is one 
of the examples of the blessings of war, produced by this cele- 
brated wiiter. 

If the custom of w^r should be long continued, many cities 
and towns must probably experience the horrors of Brescia ; 
and why not Boston, or New- York, or Philadelphia, as well as 
any other place ? Shall we have feelings for oujselves, and 
*none for other people ? Shall we be so selfish that we would 
vote or pray for the abolition of war, if we ourselves must cer* 
tainly fall victims to its vengeance ; and still plead for it as 
necessary said useful, while it is impossible that the custom can 
be cominued without exposing to misery and death, millioxfe 
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i>f our feUev eteamres, who are ad worthy to live as we ^(fy 
and as capable of feeling pain and wo ? 

It is not to be doubted that in storming the towfi of Brescm^ 
'the soldiers were incited to deeds of valor, by the promise or 
the prospect of the seven days' liceese for pillage, massacre 
and tiebauchery. Yet this is one of tlie examples of modern 
warfare, in which " barbarity and cruelty give place taroag- 
nanimity, and soldiers are converted from brutes into heroes,'^ 
in which '^ we spare individuals and make war on the nation 
^nly F^ T^te individuals we see were ^' spared" in Brescia | 
but what became of the many thousands ! Can any thing be 
more ast(»iishing than the blindness of his lordship J 

It is true that in the same note he gave another example of 
the blessings of war» The story is concisely this : At the 
seige of Chandernagore, Capt. Speke and his son were botij 
wounded by the same shot 5 tho father's leg was '• hanging by 
the skin," when he was brought aboard Admii*«l Watson'e 
ship. ^ Indeed, sir," said the father to the Admiral, " this 
V. as a crilel shot to knack down both father aad son«" The 
sou had his leg amputated, and soon after died. There were 
.strong expressions of tenderness and sympatliy between the 
father and the son. The son in particular discovered moce 
concern for his father than fQr himself. When he was abovt 
to have his leg cut off, he prayed — ^^ Good God ! do thou ea- 
able me to behave in my present circumstances worthy of my 
father." — The two were separated, and each inquh'ed repeatr 
edly of the surgeon ho\Y it was with tlie other ; ai;^d thb in 
terms of afifectionate concern. When the son was about to 
die, he sent to the doctor to know whether bis father was like* 
ly to recover— the doctor visited him, ^^ And is he clead?"'— 
said the son* " Who, my d^ar ?"-^<^ My father, sir."-r" No, 
my love ; nor is he \\\ any danger ; he is almost welU'-—" I 
thanV God : I am now satisfied, and am ready to die." 

guch are the principal circumstances in the narrative. At 
the cUsQ his lordship says, " 1 only add, Does pe^Je afford la^ 
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ay scene that can compare with this in moving our sympathetic 
feelings ?'^ In answer to the question I may say, that ten thou- 
sand scenes have taken place in time of peace more moving 
than this. But if there were none equally moving, would it be 
important to continue the custom V war for the sake of produ- 
cing more moving scenes than occur amidst all the calamities . 
which take place in time of peace ? Would his Jprdship have 
been willing that he and his son should in like n?^anner be cut 
down by a cannon shotj.for the sakeof exbibitmg tp.thp world 
a scene capable of " mpving our. sympathetic fedings ?"— 
From his, manner of writing on this subject, it would be natu- 
raI;tQ supjoscj that he lived m some quarter of the universe 
where people were free from all calamities in time of peace — 
where they have ho opportunity for the exercise of generous, 
grateful, or sympathetic feelings, except in time of war ; and 
that he really tlwught it to be important that the custom of war 
should be kept up, to give opportupity for the exercise of such 
pleasing sentiments. 

The^e is one sentence of this remarkable paragraph y^t to- 
be considered.*—'^ Friendship is in peace cpol:|ai4 languid 5 — 
but in a war for glory, exerts the whole fire of its enthusiasm." 
it is undoubtedly true, that the fervor of friendship is often 
displayed in time of war.^ It is equally true that enmity at 
such times " exerts , the wJ^ole- fire of its enthusiasm.^ In 
Bumberless instances war dissolves friendships, which had been^ 
previously formed^apd occasions and fixes enmities, which 
are as durably as life* .^ 

It is. indeed a^tr^nge way of promoting friendship among 
xnen,L to set them to cutting each other's throats.. But, says 
hjs lordaliip, " We spare individuals, and make war upon the 
nation onlyi,^ So then to preserve friendship from becoming 
*^ cool and ianguid,'^ wie m^st inake^war upon a whole nation ; 
afid thus by exciting Aa^re^ against the whole^ increase our 
friendship for the several parts ! 

Hut it,is." in a war for glory," that friendship <* exerts the 
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whole fire of its enthu$iasm :'^ ye»^such a war ast^at m whicfii 
Brescia, was taken by storra — the city abandoned to. seven 
days' riot— three females preserved — -and the rest of the in- 
habitants dev9ted to vengeance or debaiichery ! 

If such are the effect^" in a..war for glory," .what is the 
great difFei;ence. between a war for glory and a wait ibr ven- 
geance ? A war for glory is the kind of war whicH liis lord- 
ship was disposed to encourage for the bene£lof mankind.— 
Had he been educated among savages, k might have been ac- 
counted for, that he supposed a war for glory justifiable and 
useful J but considering the age and the cpunitry in whichjie 
lived, the talents with which he was endowed;^ and the correct 
opinions he possessed on many other subjects, his views on * 
this point are truly surprising. Let us. listen to. his la^n^i^ 
when war is out of the questipa:--- 

*' No argument," he says, "is requisitei to prove tibat to res- 
cue an innocent babe from the jaws of a wolf, to feed the hun» 
gry, to clothe the naked, are right actions ; thej are perceiv- 
ed to be. so intuitively. As Mttle is an argument rcqubite to- 
prove that murder, deceit, perjury, are ^wrong actions t/.they 
are perceived to be so intuitively." voLJv* p. 10^ 

" Of our duties to others, one there is so extensive ^s ta 
have for its object all tlie innocent part of mankinds It is the 
duty thdLt prohibits ua to hurt others; than >Mch no law. is 
more clearly dictated by the moral sense ; nor is the transgress 
sion of any other liw more deeply stamped with the cha^acte^ 
of wrong." p. 30. 

" But let not the moiral system be misapprehended, as if it 
v/ere our duty ol^ even lawful to prosecute whatiipon the wh«de 
we reckon the most beneficial to society, bsdancing ill with 
good. The moral sense permits not a violation of s^y. per- 
son- s right,, however trivial, whatever benefit may Aerpb^: ac- 
«nie to another. Hence a maxim in which all moralists a^ 
gree, Tliat we must not do ill to bring about gpod." p* 46. 

" No interest of mine, not even life itself^ witt authorize fite 
Vo Inirt an uanocent persoja." p. 65. 
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duqh were some of the observatiQns .and viaxims of Lord 
Kames relating to morals. Yet^ this same moralist could ap- 
pear as an advocate for the custom of war, yea, '^-a war for 
glory/? which in truth is the most wanton of any kind of wac 
whatever. " No argument", he thought was necessary " to. 
prove murder and deceit to be wrong ;" yet he would plead " 
for a custom^ which is carried on by a course of ^' murder and; 
deceit j" yea,, a custom which murders men by. thousands for 
the sake of military glory. We must uot violate ^< any per-^ 
son's riglitr— nor in any case^^ ^ do ill to bring about good.'' — 
But nations may fight and destroy one another foi: the sake ofl 
glory. Yet if there be any such thing as wickedness in the- , 
universe, making "war for glory^' is unjust and wicked.. 
ARGUMENT II., 

"Industry, mamjfactures.and wezdth arc the fruits of peace ;. 
but advert tp.what follows, Luxuiy^ a never failing concomi*^ 
tant of wealth,.is a slow poison that debilitates men, and ren- 
ders thepi incapable^f: any great.effort. Courage^ magnanim-^ 
ity^ heroismrsCome to be ranked among the, miracles that are. 
supposed neyex. to havie existed but in fable ; and the fashiona- 
ble properties of sensuality, avarice, cunning, and dis»knulation,, 
^Dgrpss the mind* Jn a word, marshy constant prosperity and^ 
peace degenerates intoa mean, impotent and selfish animal.. 
J^n American savage, who treasures up ,the scalps of his ene- 
mies as Naphie.s pf his .prowess, is a being far . superior. Such: 
,are the fruits o; .^^^petual peace with respect . to individuals. . 

"Nor is the state i^if less debilitated by it than iu m^m- 
bers. Figure a manwallovu^^r in riches and immers^ in sen-^ 
. sud ideas^re, butdreading the inrt.%tio» of a plague raging at: 
his gate 5 or figure him in continual dre«^d of an en^my, watch- 
ing every opporjamity to^ura and destroy. This ifmn repre- 
sents a comm^rpial state, that,has Ipngenjoyedpeace withQ^t \ 
^ disturbance." p..296. 

ANSWER. 

The priucjgalargumetit in this passage, hislprd^ip atti^mptft 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



93 The Friend of Eiace. 

od to suppott by introducing a number of examples of nations 
who were once warlike, aetive and powerful, but afterwards be- 
-- came debilitated by luxury, and fell a prey to . other warlike 
nations. But in this statement, it is believed, be took a ver}' 
partial view of faict^ and d^ew.his conclusions accortJingly. — 
Upon thi^ reasoning we may observe, 

First. That debilitating luxury b too frequently the con- 
comitant of wealth, cannot be denied. But . in respect to the 
individuak who possess great weahil, it is not true, that, they 
are uniformly debilitated by luxury. Mapy weVlthy persons^ 
are all their daj^s active and useful members of society.. 

Secondly. It is probably a fact: tbat in^ every country, the 
n«mber of persons who possess greatwealth 4s very small, com- 
pared with those who possess, little or nojne. Consequently, 
in the most wealthy communities, by far. the greater part or 
the people have occasion to J^e active, to obtain a comfortable 
subsistence, while very few^are freed from this necessity by the 
property they iave already acqui^'ed. Shall we then plead ibr - 
igf^r^ to keep a ibw persons from sinking* into sloth . and indo- 
lencej while itmustdrstress^and injure the mass of population! 

27itW/y., Even in wealthy communities it is probable, that 
€^ftheidlie and useless persons, the greater .number will be 
found in that class which has ..but -a small portion of property 
or none at all* It certainly is viery far from b^ing tr^^^ that: 
idleness, inactivity, uselesMiess and dissipation: iw^i'^<'W^'^^3W to .: 
the ncA. To judge of the correctness of>^^se remarks, let a- . 
rty perion-reflect ©n the number of^^^ss and dissipated cliar-.. 
acters withiri the circle of h>-«^n acquaintance, and ask him- . 
self whether4iie greats portion of these are not persons who . 
possess, little w««fth if any at all^\ 

Fourth. There are more ways than one of procuring wealth. , 
Those persons who-acquire great wealth by honest Industry 
and frugality, artf far less. likely to be. ruined by luxury, or to . 
become useless members of society, than those who obtain / 
«QcaJth by dishonest means,- or by plundering othecsH^ time off 
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var* Nations^ wliicli have been successful iqi their attempts to 
conquer others, have often enriched themselves by spoii and 
plunder^ hyr contributions and enormous tributes, which they 
have imposed on tlie coiiquered nations. This ill*gotten 
wealth proves a curse to their own country-— the vengeance of 
Ood overtakes the nation, and they in their tuvn experience 
ealamities similar to thofe tliey had inflicted* Every nation 
addict^ to war, and which enriches itself by plunder and op* 
pres9io2i> treasures up to itself wrath against a day of v/rathy 
which in due time overtakes and overwhelms them. 

Let any one acquainted with history say, whether it was not 
i\\ the manner now described, that the four great emphres, the 
Chaldean, the Medo-Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman 
successively rose; to wealth, fame and power; and successive- 
ly fail into luxury^ misery and ruin* If sucU was the mode of 
their rise^and their fall, it was not^eace^ but tear that laid the 
foundation of their overthrow, Jt was not wealth acquired by 
peaceful and honest industr}', but wealth acquired by war and 
violence, that proved fatal to their national existence. 

Fifth. It is farffoxn being ti^ue, that the fall of nations once 
warlike has always been preceded by too long a peace. By 
a careful examination pf history it will probably be found, that 
as many states have been ovexthrown and subdued without any 
considerable time of peace immediately preceding the V'ar 
which elFected their ruin, as there have been which enjoyed a 
long interval of peace prior to their overthrow. While reason* 
ing on this 4ftubject, his lordship seems to have been in the 
habit of drawing general conclusions from p^ticular facts, 
without duly considering whether opposite conclusions might 
not have t^n drawn from othev facts which were equally no* 
torious* 

iSf4s^A. From, t])^ fact that peace e^nriobes . and tJius ruins 
aomeindiv^uals, we.^MEH^ not to i^ifcr that it etiervatci^ ap4 
makes drones of ^ comnnmity at largo* It ought to be con- 
fidex'ed that generaiiy^.cvcn in time Qf war, a large portion of 
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the citizens of a state, are far from the operations of war^and 
still, as in time of peace, pursue a course of honestj active an<l 
useful industry i — that although a war on the part of a success- 
ful nation, calls into active service many who had been useless 
drones, or mischievous membersof society, yet it also corrupts 
and ruins many others, who had before been both active and 
useful; and at the close of a war multitudeis of these nimed 
persons return with all their vices to corrupt the general mass 
of society. In this way also the fall of warring nations is has^ 
tened. 

Seventh. There are still other causes of the fall of warrui^ 
empires. When extensive empires are formed by conquer! i^ 
many smaller kingdoms and states — as was the case with the 
four that have been .named — these smaller states are held in 
^ subjection for a time by the iron arm of oppression. They 
groan under their burdens, and stand ready to avail^emselves 
6f the first opportunity for successful revolt, and to join any 
rising power which shall attempt the ruin of the overgrown 
empire. The more there are of these conquered and oppress- 
ed states belonging to an empire, the greater is its danger of 
ruin. Often, to prepare the way for punishing- a conquering 
power^ God in his providence removes the efficient instruments 
by which the conquests were made — suffers the government to 
fall into weak and profligate hands, that have neither the wis- 
dom nor the energy necessary to preserve peace nor to make 
war. This defect in the government becomes known to the 
oppressed provinces, and they seize the opportunity to fre^ 
tliemselves from an intolerable yoke. 

In those cases in which it has been supposed that tiations 
were rumed by lujtury, the probability is, that the wealth and 
the luxury were confined to a small part of the empire com- 
fkted tf ith the whole. When a monarch and his court indulge 
in luxury and dissipation — as did Belshazzar and his court — 
the empire is exposed to ruin. Nebuchadnezzar by conquest 
and plunder for.mod a great empirej and filled Babylon with 
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vreahbparocuredby lauirdfrji raWiefy and oppression. CUri 
first p^nislied the monarch for bis arrogance, then removed 
him fwxm ^e world. The power and the wealth soon fell in- 
to the hands of the dissipated Belshazzar, and then the ruin of 
the empire 3\'a8 sealed. In a similar manner other empires, 
have been cursed with weak and profligate rulers, preparatory . 
to their destruction. As-siicb empires rose by bloody it was*^ 
just in j^ovidence that they should have blood to drink. 

The dissipation a,nd prodigality of rulers may indeed have a 
pernicious influence on the community at large. But it is fee-» 
lieved that the.luxury and pjp<^us^n of rulers have' seldom 
freed a community from want, or the common people from the 
necessity of personal exertions to support themselves and 
their families. While a king and his court have been walloiv- 
ing in luxury, the great mass of subjects have probably been 
suflTe ring, under the hand of oppression. . Instead of being 
wealthy, thiey have l)een poor, and yet of their little they have 
beeu compelled to. contribute to the support of armies, which 
have deprived them of liberty ; and to tke support of tulers . . 
who regard them as ^servants or slaves. When a nation is ru- 
ined by wealth, it is not the wealth of the community at large, 
that occasions the ruin, but the wealth of those in power. — 
While Babylon and Rome were ruined by luxury, perhaps not 
one person in a hundred in either of the empires could be said 
to be wealthy. 

War is therefore not needed as a reinedy against luxury a- 
mong the common people : and it is far from being a remedy 
in respect to rulers, except when tliey are suWued, and 
their wealth fall into other hands. 

There are MlB s^ntimenta contained in the paragrapji before 
us, which deserve a more distinct consideration., "tnaword,*^ 
says bis lordship, " man by continued prosperity and peace 
degenerates mto a mean, iinpotetit and selflsh animal. An 
American savage who treasures up the scalps of his enemies 
as trophm iJthis prowe^^^ is a being fair superior. '*^ 
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It is to be lainehted that any person tfhb assti^es the office 
of ah instructor td mankind^ shoulA indulge himself in uttering 
sentiments of such a murderous character. • But it is believed 
that a few moment's reflection will be sufficient to convince a- 
ny reasonable man, that these assertions are as unfounded in 
fact, as t!iey are bloody in their tendency. 

How nmny of the most amiable persons that eyer lived in 
our world, have spent all their days without any other concern 
with war, than to lament its ravages, and to pay the taxes im- 
- po^d on them to support the murderous custom ? How long, 
we may ask, must a man enjoy prosperity and peace before he 
will degenerate " into a mean, impotent,- and selUsh animal?* 
If he may pass all the prime of life from eighteen to fifty, in i 
stale of peace without thus degeneratmg, why may he not also 
arrive to seventy and still support the dignity of a wortljy 
man? And have ther^ not 1)een thousands, nay millions, of 
the human family, who have actually spent all their days witli 
little or no concern with war, and yet supported characters 
through life the reverse of what his lordship supposed must be ' 
the effect of such circumstances? If this be fact, then tlie de- 
jgeneracy he mentions mustl)e accounted for o|i other grounds 
than a state of peace and tranquility. Suppose peace to be- 
come universal and perpetual, would there not still be innume- 
rable perils, trials and aflHictions in the world, sufficient to ex- 
ercise die patience of mankind and excite them to honorable 
exertions ? Are the ordinary afflictions of the present state so 
few and so trivial, that men have occasion to become butchers 
one of another to preserve themselves from sloth, or from be- 
coming " mean and Impotent ?" 

Pennsylvania was settled at first in a considerable degree by 
the Frienda, and they have been a numerous sect in that state. 
They have ever abhorred war, and have never taken an active 
part in this bloody business. No\^ have they as a sect degen- 
erated " mto mean, impotent and selfish animals ? '^ Are the 
" savages of America, who treasure up the scalps of their eue- 
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mies as ti-Qphies of their prowess, beings far superior" to these 
peacefulFrieiidl§ ? Must not any person who can answer this . 
question in the affirmative, be himself an object af pity, if not 
of abhorrence ? Must he not be ignorant of facts ancV charac- 
ters, or be <lestitute of religion and humanity? I would not 
however intimate that siich wa^ the character of his lordship. • 
He appears to have written t)n this subject in a very loose and 
careless manner; and to have asserted things without due re- 
flection respecting either their correctness or tlieir tendenc^^ 
What he asserts, whether he intended it or not, is a manifest 
inipeachhient of both the character aiuf the precepts of our 
Saviour. Ahliough tlie IVIessiah spent his days on earth with* 
out ever engaging in war, or exciting others to mui-de^ows 
combat, he was probably not inferior to Lord Kames in activi- 
ty and usefulness. *rte bore very little resemblance to "a 
mean, iuipotent and selfish ani^nal,"' and as little to *• the A^ 
mcrican savage, who treasures up the scalps of his enemies as 
tropliies of his prowess." Whether the bloody savage " i&^'a' 
i>^ing far superior"' to him, wlio " came not to destroy men's - 
lives but to save them," and ^ who went about doing^ood," 
and not doing mischief, let Christians who are fiiends ofvwar 
determine. , 

If th^re be any truth in what his lordship asserts, of any 
|)ropriety in his compaiiison, it follows of course, that it is rpaN- 
ly ])etter for men to be active in destroying otie anotlier than 
to do notliing, or even to be what they mu^t be if they should 
Tenounce the custom of war. If this he tidtn savage and 
6/oo^y principle, we may despair of finding oHe that deserves 
such a name. 

Should any reader still «u5pecft that this author was cofj-ect 
as t© the necessity of war to prevent men from^ fcecomijig 
" mean, impotent antl selfish f" Jet him consider how gi*&it -a 
portion of -the people in this counti;y over thirty five j^a^i^of 
age,^'e^:e ii^ver concernedlji war in any other manner^ than < 
hy taiking about it, aiMi paying their taxes. S*ippase thisclass to | 
be separated f^-om those of the same ^e, who have been in ac- -^' 
tual service^ Then ask whether those who have not bcea engg^- 
' ■ - ■ . 1:' " . - ^ -^^ ■..;- 
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ged in war, are more inactive, " mean, impoteift au4 selfish," 
than the other class. As the writer belongs to the class that 
has been active in war, he can have no interest to induce Inm 
to give the preference to the other^ or tq wish that it may be 
done. But however the decision may affect hlrhseh, .he firm- 
ly believes that a« honest decision would go to the subversion 
y his lordship^s th8or3^ 
'J ARGUxMENT III. 

" Tiiere is anctlier advantage of war tliat ought not to be 
overlooked, though not capital. — It serves to drain a country 
of idlers, few of whom ai-e innocent, and many not a little mis- 
chievous. In the years 1759 and IJGOy when we were at war 
with France, there were but 29 crimuials condemned at the 
OldBailfey. In the 3 ears 1770 amd 1773 i when we were at 
peace with all the world the criminals condemned, there a- 
mounted to 151." p. 305. 

ANSWER. 
- Although this is not a " capital advantage of war," yet as it - 
ought not to be passed over in silence, I shall bestow on it a 
few brief remarks. 

1. That war " serves to drain a country of some of its idlers'* 
and mischievous men, is granted. It also serves to drain a 
country of mani/ industrious and useful men, or to convert 
them into idlers. Shall we then say, that it is better to destroy 
many useful men, than to suffer idlers to enjoy a longer space 
for repentance ? Where is the useful citizen who would be wil- 
ling to sacrifice his own life for the sake of freeing community 
from the incumbrance of another man who is an idler? 

2. Is it the very best method of disposing of idlers, to em- 
ploy them in cutting the throats of itiuocent people of another 
ptat^? Would it not be quite as humane, and less unjust, to 
dispatch such idlers without ceremony or delay, as to employ 

' them in killing other people. I would by no means recom- 
'i^endtliU summary mode of freeing a state from idlers. I be- 
lieve it wouW be abominably wicked ; but not more than half* 
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no wicked as the mode approved by hi» lordship. What would 
he have thought of a foreign prince, who, to free his state from 
idlers, should have employed them in an attempt to destroy 
him and. his family ?^ If Lord Karnes could justify his own go- 
vernment in thus employing idlers,, and could represent this as 
one of the blessings of war ; wiiat reason would he have had 
to complain, if all his friends and connexions had been destroy- 
ed by the idlers of another nation? 

There is another way in which a ruler niigiit get rid of i- 
dlers; he might instigate them- to cat the throats of his own 
wife and children ; and then , cause them to be hanged as mur- 
derers. If his feelings revolt at thie thoughts of such inhuman- 
ity, Idt him shudder at the thought of adopting the argument 
of Lord Karnes, 

3. It is not to be doubted, that after the war with France 
was over, a greater number of criminals were condemned at 
the Old Cailey in two years, than had been in the same length 
of time during tlie war. Wiien the army was disbanded many 
persons who had been corrupted and ruined by the war would 
very naturally find their way to the gallows, and that too for 
eommitting in time o^peace, just such crimes as they had been 
authorized to commit — aiid were in the habit of committing — 
while in ihs arm,y. Bad habits are not easily laid aside. But 
whether the government, which had trained them up to rob- 
bery and murder, did not as really deserve punishment as 
these idlers, is a question which rulers opglu to consider. 

4. From 1760 to 1770 was probably but 10 years. Did his 
lordship suppose that it would be for the advantage of a nation 
to be engaged in war oftener than once in ten years ? or that 
a ten years peace was tooiong for the benefit of a nation ? 

5. It may also be proper to ask, of what class generally are 
those idlers which are drained from a state by being called in- 
to the army ? Are they the opulent who have become drones 
by luxury ? If not, then opulence is not the only thing which 
occasions drones and useless members of society ? 
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It mny indeed bo questionedj whether even in Great Britain, 
after all thoir draining by war, tliere are not a greater numbep 
of dissipated idlers among the poor than among the rich. — 
Doubtless there are too many of each class. But one thinp: is 
certain — that u long interval of peace within a ccntnry past, 
is noMlie cause either of the w«ahh, the luxury, or the num- 
ber of idlers in Great Britain. 

If a hundredth part of the property that has been expended 
and destroyed by wars in Christendom within a century, had 
been wisely appropriated to the purpose of procuring employ- 
ment for idlers, and forming them to habits of industr\^ 5 would 
oot this have had a hundred fold better efiect on the charac^ 
ter of christian naticnsj than the barbarous mode of emplo}- 
ing them in military service ? 

ARGUMENT IV. 

*• But though I declai-e against perpetual peace, yet perpet- 
ual war is still more niy aversion. The condition of Europe 
was deplorable in the dark ages when vassals assumed the priv- 
il:.^<TC of waging wnr without the consent of the sovereign. 
Deadly feuds prevailed universally, and threatened dissolution 
of all government. The human race were never in a more 
woful condition. But anarchy never fails, soon or late, to rec- 
tify itself, which ellbminacy produced by loi^g peace never 
does. Ilevenge and cruelty, it is true, are the fruits of war; 
but so is fn-nmoss of mind and undaunted courage 5 which are 
exerted with better will hi behalf of virtue than of revenge.'' 
p. 20(>. 

ANSAVER. 

If that firnniess of mind and undaunted courage, which are 
displayed by regular troops in destroying their follow men, are 
vh'tucit whicli ought to be cultivated, why did his lordvsliip ob- 
ject to the mode orwarfare ^^ in the dark ages?*' Perhaps in 
no age were such qualities of mind more fully displayed, thaii 
in the fovoclous w;u> under the feudal system. Nor is the n\CK 
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dem mqfie of warfare more adapted to produce what his lord- 
ship so much admired. 

He admits that " revenge and cruelty are the fruits of war ;'* 
yet he would persuade us to helieve that these intolerable evils 
are more than counterbalanced by the other fruits of war,. 
^^ firmness of mind and undaunted courage :" and these latter « 
fruits, he says, ^^ are exerted with better will in behalf of virtue 
thau of revenge." 

We gcant that " firmness of mind and undaunted courage" 
may be displayed in behalf of virtue. They were so by Him 
who was " meek and lowl3r of heart," and by his apostles after 
his resurrection. But it does not appear that they acquired 
this ^^ firmness of mind and undaunted courage" by being train*^ 
ed up to the business of " cruelty and revenge." And we may 
s^peal to all men of reflection and ask, Is that ^^ firmness q£ 
mind and .undaunted courage" which are acquired by the hab-^ 
its of" cruelty and revenge,." very likely to be much employ- 
ed ." in behalf of virtue?" 

If his lordship were correct in hts views of the importance of 
frequent wars to ^produce " firmness. of mind ^and undaunted 
courage," and if it be kiud^le to encourage wars for such a 
purpose^ the system may doubtless be improved. Suppose a 
mode of education should be universally adopted by which 
children should be taught from their infancy^ to fight and 
butcher one another. In this way they would acquire a high 
degreeof that "firmness of mind and undaunted courage,'? 
Iphich his lordship applauds. It is true that a vast many wouUt 
be slain, while others were acquiring these supposed virtues, 
but so it is in the common war school. The lives of others, 
however^ are of little account in the viewjof war advocates in 
general.,. Tbe.trave es:ploits of jone man ia murdering his fcl- - 
low creatures, will cancel the loss of a thousand lives, in the 
estimate of men who delight in war and blood. 

Before we dismiss this argument we will solemnly propose . 
two questipns ; — Have not thejsociety of Friends displayed a§ . 

12. 
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much ^^ firianessofiQitid and undaunted courage'^ In ps^ning 
themselves to repcoaches, 'to fines, to imprisonm^fit and to 
death, in sufxport of tiieir pacifle principles, as bare ever been 
displayed by regular troops in murdering one another ? — ^Did 
these Friends acquire their ^' firmness of mind and undaunted 
courage" by being trained up. in habits of " revenge and cru- 
elty ?" The answer^ which conscience must give to tli^e ques** 
tions, will go to prove, that his lordship^s reasoning is perfectly, 
delusive^ I^ may also help to distinguish between that wis- 
dom, which is from beneath and ]lyhat which is from above. 
ARGUMENT V. 

^' That man should be the only animal that makes war upon 
his own kind may appear strange and unaccountable. Did' 
men listen to cool reason, they never would make war. — But 
^r is necessary for man, being a school for every manly vir* 
tue ; and Providence, renders kings blind to their true interest^, 
that wars may sometimes take place. To rely upon Provi-^ 
denee in the government of this world is the wisdom of man. 

^'^Uponthe whole perpetual war is bad, because it converts, 
men into beasts of prey : perpetual peace is worse, because it- 
converts men into beasts of burden. To prevent such woful . 
degeneracy on botfr hands, war and peace alternately are the 
only effectual means 5 and these mean^ are adopted by Prov- 
idence, p. 30&. 

ANSWER. 

We have now before us the concladhig paragraphs of the - 
*^ Sketch" of War and Peace compared;" and we shall endea-^ 
vor to convert them to a purpose directly the reverse of that- 
*for which they were originally wiitten. 

It would indeed " seem strange and unaccountable" thai. 
the only rational beings in our world should degrade tfaeHK 
selves below ^he^ brutes by " making war on their own kind,""' 
were it not that they have long been in the habit of liirtiening: 
to «uch mistaken guides as war advocates, Pi^rhaps men are 
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tlie only axMnaU who are subject to the influence of such so- 
phisticaPreaspning^ as that employed in favor of war. % 

But we i^ust give our author credit for saying, — ^^^^Did men 
listen to cool reason^ they wouid never make war." This is . 
unqv^tionably true. Why then did Re argue in favor of war ? 
Ig it safer for men to listen to passion and prejudice, than " to 
cool reason ?" Could his lordship be guided by "cool reason'^ ^ 
while pleading for a custom w,hich he believed could not exist, 
if" cool reason*^ were- regarded. 

In support of hi^ concession he introduced a 'passage from- 
Rousseau against war* But in defiance of '^ cool reason" he 
coiM proceed to< assert, that '^-war is necessary for man, be- 
ing the school of every manly virtue."" With more truth he 
might have said, it is the school , of every abominable vice. I^ 
was about to say, every hiyUtl viqe,^ but I recollected. that ,- 
^' man is the only anim^aTwych inak^s wac on his own kind." " 
The vices, therefore, of human wars, are stainethingwjor^e than 
hrutcd. 

If bloody and feroctouaii valor be the only. " manjy virtue," 
war is" a schoolibrevery^ manly virtue,?' but not otherwise. , 
For it is neither the desi^ nor the tendency of war to culti- 
viate a single virtue Becorora««ded in the gospel, either by the 
pecepts or tlie example of our Saviour. 

Which is th^ most virtuojis part of a.community^ the regular 
troops, or those who^nrsue their honest callings at home ? — 
Does it appear..fron^ the general character of regular troops. 
tiiat " war is aschool of every manly viAue ?" How much of 
manly victue was displa^ted by the troops of Bayard when^ 
they entered Brescia ! or the, troops of Suwancow whfen they - 
eat^eclfWarsaW'? or the, troops of I'ifappleon when they enter- 
ed Moscow?: If satan with all his legions were to storm a ci* . 
ty, whst bq^m:? hrpccible or m^re revoking should !we h^ve rea- 
son to expiectfthai^. has*, often' bieen done, by, the armies of 
Christian nationji j^v Such; are the "manly virtues," acquired 
in the school of .w.ajr J Btit^f tliese ^9f^9irtut9f:y9h^t are vice^ ?^/ 
If sach conduct be" inmtg^^"sdmt n diabolical ?' 

■ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i 



1©4 i%e Friend of Ftacp. 

In another part ofhis^work this writer mentioned the fact^ 
that in England butchers are not permitted lo be jurors in cri- 
minal cases 'y and this he regarded as evidence of the humani- 
ty of the English. " Why// he asks," are butchers excluded, 
from being judges in criminal trials ? For no other reason 
than that being inured to the blood of animals, they may have 
too little regard to the lives of their fellow subjects." See 
Note, vol. i. p* 343. ' - 

Now if being by trade butchers of brute animals, will4Mive.: 
such nn .elTect on the human character as is here supposed, 
what nnist be the effect of being inured to human blood as. 
butGherd^of men by^rofesiion-f Can it, be wonderful if men 
who are ti«ined up^o this dreadful employment,, become deaf 
to tlie cries of distress, .callous, to the groans of suffering hu*. 
raanity, and dead to benevolent-sensibilities ? 

We do not deny that there haA'«^ been pleasing exceptions 
to this general rule among military men ; and many instaiices^ 
of humanity which have done honor to individuals. But the 
mqss of regular troops are doubtless what we might naturaUy 
expect they would be, in consequence of being man- butchers ' 
by profession, and practice^ and by having been taught to re- 
gard ferocious bcayery andeontempt of death as " manly'* and • 
honorable virtues^ 

As his lordship considered war as "necessary to roan, being 
the school of every manly virtue 5" so in his opinion " Provi- 
dence renders kings blind to their true interest, that wars may 
sometimes take pkce^^ Thi» is probably true in the same 
sense, that Providence rendered his lordship sa Mind, that he 
could boldly plead for a custom. a& necesssury and- useful^ in 
defiance of the dictates of '^ cool reason," xjx wfaile> he believ- ■ 
ed that if men would but ^^ listen to .cool reason, they never 
would :make .war.?* But is the true- interest of a king so dis- 
tinct from that of his people, that the latter may be advanced 
by th,e very means which injures vthe former ? . If not, haw . 



d by Google 



Revieio of Lord Kame^'^ Arguments, 10:> 

<4oes war bless a iration while it injures the " true interest" of 
the ruler ? 

We come now to the concluding paragraph — which may be 
divided : — '* Perpetual war is bad^ because it converts men 
hito iDcastsof prey : i:)erpctualpeace is worse, because it con- 
verts men into beasts of burden." 

Are then " beasts of burden" more to be abhorred than 
*' beasts of prey r" Are the tiger and the wolf to be preferred 
to tlie horse and the ox ? If not, what propriety can be found 
in the remarks and allusions before us? 

We have not however done vritli these roiuarkable observa- 
tions. As his lordship made use of the plirases ** beasts of 
prey"" and "beasts of burden,-" we must bo permitted to adopt 
them in tlie review. But we wish it may be disthxctly under- 
stood and kept in mind, that the reply to his lordship's re- 
Diarks will not be designed to excite a spirit of hostility to hu- 
man governments, nor a spirit of hatred to any class of men : 
but tofeclte a just abhorrence of war, and a tnje compassion 
for that portion of our fellow beings, who by delusion ai;^^]^ 
duced to the condition of soldiers. ^'t^'-" 

It may now be asked, Does not war make men both ^M)easts 
of prey" and " be sts of burden r" Are not soldiers for life as 
ferocious as tigers and as servile as camels ? What " beasts of 
burden" are more servile, or more at the will and mercy of a 
driver, than regular troops ? What is their liberty but to obey 
masters in doing mischief ? Have not the slaves of Virginia 
as much rational liberty as soldiers ? And v* hen slaves have 
kind masters, is not their condition much to be preferred to. 
that of soldiers for life ? 

The slave who has a good master is not reqinred lo spend 
his (fays in robbery and murder. It may be painful to him to 
think tlir.t ho is nnt a free* man. but his employments may be 
])oth liarmless and useful. Can all this be said of the soldier •i' 
His employments are of tiie most dreadful character ; and 
V^jetli^T he knows it no^. \\^ b as really deprived ^f the rights 
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of a freeman as tlie slave. Is lie not daily, subject to a task- 
master who appoints his services, and to whom he is accounta- 
ble ? Is it not as dangerous for him to disobey, displease or 
desert bis mastqr, as it is for the slave to do the same ? Is he 
not as completely under control as. the slave ? Is the slave lia- 
ble to any thing worse for desertion or disobedience to orders, 
, or for a disrespectful word, than to be knocked down or run 
tlirough with a sword, shot to death, or whipped a thousand 
lashes ? Does the slave stand in more awe of his master, than 
the soldier does of his officer ? What advantage then has the 
soldier above the slave ? 

Is the slave of adult age still held in bondage-? So is the 
soldier. Is the slave liable to be removed or driven from 
place to place contrary to his own will ? So is the soldier. Is 
the slave who now lias a kind master liable to fall into cruel 
hands ? So is the soldie;* who has a kind officer. The adult 
age of a soldier gives him no independence^. no right to vote 
as a citizen, no freedom, no seifcontrol, which the slave does 
uotcajoy. , They are equally deprived of the rights of free- 
c^J^-excepting that the slaves can more commonly enjoy the 
comforts of domestic life, and a matrimonial state, than the 
soldiers. Let it become fashionables to attach the ignomini- 
ous name slave to the profession of a soldier, and the tenn hO' 
nor to the servitude of the Africans, and four. fifths of mankind 
v.'oyjd prefer the condition of the southern slavfes to that of the 
regular troops ; and the preference would be justified by con- 
sider.ations botji obvious and weight)^ 

Tlne^ soldierii are more especially the scholars in the war 
schooL If then the immediate scholars are deprived of inde- 
pendence, tlie rights of free citizens,, and reduced to a state 
of degrading servility; how is war " a school of evei*y manly 
virtue ?" If the scholars themselves are made both "beasts of 
prey" and " beasts of burden," who are the men that acquire 
'^ every manly virtue" by war ? The officers perhaps some 
would -answer. But where is the proof? or if it Could be'pro- 
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Ted, would it be reasonable to burden a whole community with 
the sins and miseries of war, and to reduce a multitude of sol- 
diers to a condition worse than that of common slaves, that a 
few officers mdy obtain manly virtues ? 

Let the advocates for war, who are in the elevated ranks of 
lil'e, imagine themselves or their sons, about to be reduced to 
the condition of private soldiers in a regular army, or that of 
seamen on board ships of war : would they with sucli precepts 
hefore them, plead for war as ^*^ a school of every manly vir- 
tue ?" Would not the Thought oi* being themselves thus degra- 
ded, excite an abhorrence of war with all it^ pretended bless- 
ings ? , But if tliey would shrink with horror from being them- 
selves thus reduced,iwhy will they uphold a custom which 
subjects millions of their fellow men to the woratkindof slave- 
ry, who ar<3 as worthy of freedom as themselves ? 

The evils however of this dreadful school have been but 
partially exposed. By what means has the greater portion of 
the human family been brought into subjection to despotic 
governments, and made to serve tyrannictil masters ? Has xhitk 
evil resulted from a state of ^*perpeTual peace ?" No, verily f 'y^^- 
war has done all this. By wars the powerful obtain dominion 
over the weak. Military chiefs become rulers by conquest — -^ 
Conquests are extended and empires formed by wars — stand- 
ing armies become necessary to keep the oppressed from re* - 
volting* — These armies, being in a state of mihtary sei-vitude, 
hecome the instruments of increasing oppression in the hands 
of the ambitious. Every successful war strengthens the hands 
of the ruler. Gradual encroachments are made on the rights 
of the community. Their property is demanded to support 
the army, and thus the common people are made the servants 
of servants. Not only so ; their children are taken from theiii 
and hurried away tq be slaughtered, or to become the instru- 
ments in the hand of a despot in -slaughtering others; and of 
strengthening the chains by which both the parents and the 
^bildren are oppressed and held in bondage. 
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By frequent wars the morals of tlie world have been so cor- 
rupted, and so great a portion .of mankuid hi most nations 
have become ferocious, that armies of slaves with the name of 
freemen are thought to be necessary to prevent civil war, and 
to support government. 

In all military and despotic governments, the great mass of 
the people are lield in a state of oppression, by the terror of 
standing armies ; and all in the armies but the ofiicers arc in 
a state no better than slavery, and in many respects much 
worse. The wliole of this mass of evils has resulted from war. 

This pretended school of virtue is'ln fact the principal schoof 
for subverting the liberties and rights of mankind, and for rais- 
ing a few to the rank of tyrants and oppressors, while tlie mul- 
titude arc made to serve as ^' beasts of harden." It would be 
easy to produce a hundred examples in which war has reduced 
communities to servitude. But when or ivhcre was there ever 
a state reduced to servitude by uninterrupted peace ? 

Peace may indeed have preceded the subversion of liberty 
jeind the ruin of a state. So a hail storm which has laid waste 
the fruits of the earth to a great extent, may •have been pre- 
ceded by a season of agreeable weatlier. The destruction 
however is not to be ascribed to the good weather^ bnt to the 
following hail storm. Yet a man who should undertake to 
show, that the devastations of the hail storm ought to be as- 
cribed to the favorable season that preceded, w ould but imi- 
tate the reasoning of Lord Kames. 

' It is doubtless a truth that by a long interval of peace, a com- 
munity would become less inclined to war — the former war- 
riors would die off — a new generation would come upon the 
stage "and form differenr habits. Then considerable exertion 
would be necessary to rouse and to inflame the community so 
far as to dispose them to engage in murderous enterprises. If 
becoming less inclined to war, is what hisvterdship meant by 
becoming " effeminate^^ — it is doubtless^e that in this sense 
" perpetual peace" would render mankind " effeminate.'-^ Tut 
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$tillwe have noppoaf that "perpetual peace is wotse^^ .<Iian 
" perpetual war," not that such a peace makes " m^ beasts af 
burdenw" But we have ampl^ proof that war does in faot' ! 
make ^en both " beasts of prey" and ^' beasts of burden •^^ 

May we not then without exaggeration assert, that the cua- 
- torn of war is the "slave trade" in its most horrid foria, and to 
a dreadful extent ? In addition to the usual horrors of the 
*' African slive trade," the custoni of Avar converts alargepor-^ 
tion of mankind into "beastsof prey," as well as "beasts of 
burden," and employs them in tlie work of human butchery, 
and as instruments of oppression to others- 

We have yet to coiisider the last sentence in the Sketch-* 
*• To jprevent jsucli woful degeneracy on both hands, war and., 
peace alternately are the only effectual means ; and these 
inean9 are adopted by Providence." That is, to prevent raciu 
from becoming either " beasts of prey" or ^*' beasts of bucdenf 
*^ peace and war alternately are tlie only effectual means, and 
tliese means are adopted by Providence," At the close of the. 
preceding paragraph his lordship had said, " To rely upf^ 
Providence in the government of this world is the wisdom tqC 
man." 

We have tio disposition to deny " the; wisdom of Pr^jyi? 
dence;" but to question the wisdom of Lord Kam^s, may not 
be quite so presumptuous a? to deny the wisdom of God, . 

We freely admit that war takes place under the go^'emment 
of God 5* nor do we d^ny that it will be made subservient to a 
good end. But we do not hence infer that war is justifiable, 
nor that men act wisely in appearing as its advocates, nor tljat 
it Is. wrong to attempt to exterminate this desolating scourge 
from the woiM* 

There, are iome facts which-seem to have escaped his lord- 
ship^ recollection, while urging the Providence of God as an 
argtiment in fevor of the utility, of war. He had before most 
4ecided)y censured the private wars under the feudal system, 
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as ^ brutal and bloody*^' He fraokly acknowledges that ^ htt« 
mani^ gains nothing from wars of snudl states in close Qetgh" 
borhood.^' Yet sach wars were lor along time popular in£u» 
rope, under the same Providence which has governed the 
world m later ages. Why then did his lordship objebt to the 
feudal w-ars as useless, and worse th«i useless, and still plead 
for the modern mode of warfare, on the ground of its taking 
place under the government of God. Did this gentteman sup- 
pose that Ood had become wiser than he was ^^ in the dark a- 
ge$/^ when the jarivate wars prevailed ? If not why does he 
condemn one of the modes of warfare and plead for th^ other ? 

Luxury is another thing which his lordship censures, as ve- 
ry injaA^His to raankind, «nd as the greatest eaose of the ruin 
of nations. But have not aH the evils of luxury taken place 
under Divine Providence ? Why then did he reason against 
luxury and m favor of war, while b<nh exist under the govern- 
ment of the ^ame God ? 

All the calamities which men bring tm themselves sby the 
licentious indulgence of their lusts and passions, or which God 
brings on them for thw sins, are under the same Providence. 
Still it is the duty of men to subdue their lust$^ to govern their 
passions, and to reform their lives, tliat they may escape the 
anger of Gody and tlie calamities, which' unbridled lusts and 
passions tend to bring on themselves. The providence of God 
has connected ignominy, disease and untimely death with a 
course of riot, dissipation, drunkenness and debauchery: Shall 
we therefore take no pains to reform these vices, to prevent 
the consequent calamities ? 

If war may be vindicated as useful in its nature and tenden- 
cy, because it takes place under the government of God, so 
may every other vice and calamity. But we are taught not 
only by the Bible but by common sense, that war is a most 
dreadful evil, and also that it never could take place but from 
the vilest lusts and passions of men. Why then is it not as re- 
ally a duty to u«e means for the avoidance of this calamity, a^ 
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any other which resiittB ftoni human wickedness. If it is jjro- 
perto use ntean^ to persuade menr not to ruin thesliseives by 
lusuty, intempefsnee^ debaucliery, tbeft^ robbei^) or any^ Oib- 
er coarse of vice^ it is equally reasonable to user means top |9er-» 
Made <liem to abandon a custom ^hicheiiibr{i<re!»ev^)?:<spe' 
cies of moTlaievily and which iiils the wWld-whSi oppratekw, 
muVder and wo; ' ^ , • ^ - - • 

Not oidy has Lord Karnes severely censiiaped'tii^4^ddiSli«r«tB 
and kixury^ but also the spirit of persecution l^^elr prievaUed 
In former ages. On this latter subject he Iras ^d many ex- 
cellent thidgB, and observed^ witli great propriety/ the op)mst- 
tion between the persecuting spirit and the spirit c^tfaef -Chris- 
tian religion. ' Among other things he says,— '^ The Ciaistiah 
religion is eminent for a spirit *of meeknesSy 4olefa:Uon, and 
brotheriy love ; and yet persecution never raged so furiously 
in any other religion. Such opposition between practice and 
principle, is a singular phenom^ion in the history o€ man."-^ 
vol.- iv. NotCj p. 42 1 , ~ - 

Who could have written more pertinently on this poiiat? 
Yet perseCiMions and wars have tak^n place under the same 
ftovidence; andthey arc equally hasfile to that " spirit of 
meekness, toleration and brotherly love,^^ enjoitied by the gos- 
pel, and commended by this writar. With inspect to war as 
well ^ persecution, had there been but one such 4BVil, he might 
have said, " such opposition between practice arid principle is 
9r singular phenomenon in the history of man/^ yet while he 
justly condemned persecution, he boldly appeared as an advo- 
cate for war. But " suck inconsis^ncy'^ is mrt a singular phe^ 
ndmenon in the history of man. 



We have now gone through the *• Sketch of War aind Pe§ce 
compared." But his lordship has another argument in favor 
of war, in Uie ^* Sketch on the Origin of Nations,'^ which is 
perhaps more plausible, if not more formidable, than any 
vrhich has yet been reviewed. This must ndt be pasfsed o^^r 
in silenee«^ 
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^ ■" . nil ..... „ ARGUMENT Yh •; • - 
; ^ Wlsat; \KQuld men be in thefaipposedoowditioB of uon:^- 
sal peacej'C(Kicdi€; and security ? They ^ould rival the here 
<(»rfxtoa8eJiif;tie»idity. FareMrell, upaLiitba^ eupjioyitiony to 
c^uts^pm^t^nminiity, foeroisu^^aad every paa^on iiahich e^ 
^ofibim hvtmm n&pm l Thefe mi^ pe9h»pa bf ipflNft^^^o^ huf^ 
glhg tliexmelves in ^ecQrity against harm, wo$Ud ClH>t be oltQ- 
iciil^jaV^FStftfeiftttch degcaaeraoy. But if suck jnen thare be^ 
I.pmy %hem %<> reflect^ that in tH^progi^)6s firom ktHasac^ toitia- 
twrtty^ ail Jbyastioos do not ripen equally. Que mdtion may hay^ 
i»rm«d tortile $»ppoded perfection of society^ before another 
bafi 3(hsto'p$d (nuch;beyond the savage state* ,. ^Vh»t security 
hatb.thielarines against the latter? Precisely the se^e that 
fi«R^j?hoeph^ve agsunst hn^Jgiy wolves^ vol a, p. 209?51Q» 
ANSWER. 

After what has been said in ilie preceding pages^ there is no 
n^ed of aiiy.jinswer to the former part of the passage now qv^o^ 
ted. I have transcribed it, that the reader iBay.$ee^by whi^t 
Jkandfpfti^Qiiing the christian, ivorld has been deluded and 
kept krilie dark on a sttbj€ct of infinite importance*: It has 
nkeady been made to appear, that war is but ill adapted to im- 
pi*ove the human cliaracter, an^i that there is little dangar of 
greater ^^ degeiwacy'^ ]>y peace, than war lias oceasinned.-— 
It iaay hotBerf^ivte true, that " in the progress from iniancy to 
maittirity, ail nations do not ripen equally. One nation may 
have arrrved to the supposed perfection of society before an- 
other has advanced much beyond the savage state.'' It then 
becomes a seritwn question — " What sectirity hath the former 
against the latter ?" To this his lordship gives a sliort, im|>res* 
sivc answer—^" Precisely the same that timid sheep have a- 
gttnst hungry^dlv6s.'' 

Tikis answer is indeed calculated to alarm those who have 
no confidence but in an arr)t offie^h, and who are in the habit 
of thihlcing that the path of war and blood is the path of safety. 
But to Vict wisely, "\\-e should inquire whetjier the danger wjtli 
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'which we are threatened be reo^, or only imaginary; and 
whether the danger will Hot be greater in pursuing the path of 
war, thaa in adopting the path of peace. 

" Between two evils choose the least,^' is a maxim worthy of 
regard, when natural evils only are in view. Between two 
moral evils we should choose neither ; and when the choice is 
between natural evil and moral evil, we should ever place our 
hope in God and expose ourselves to the former, rather than 
to be guilty of the latter. For in no case can it be justifiable 
to sin^ to avoid calamity — or to do evil, that good may come. 
In the case before us, both natural and moral evil come und^ 
consideration. 

But for a moment let us set aside the moral em&of war, and 
feirfy inquire^, whether the plan of peace wpulji pi:pbably i^t? 
Yolve greater calamities than- must. result frpn;i^coi]itiinuing the 
custom of war. . Ilrom, what have been . thig , coQsequences of 
the popularity of war in ages past, , we may reasonably infer 
what wiU\)f the. consequences, should it be continued for ages 
to come. If an attempt .to abolish war will not involve great- 
er calamities, than a^co^ntinuance of the custom, the attempt 
should certainly be mad^ ;, because war cannol possibly be 
continued but by a constant course^ of tjie most egregious wick- 
edness. 

The history of Christ^endom incontestably proves that the 
custom of war does not secure a people frjcun i«yi?a^/on, cc^m- 
t^ and ruin. On the contrary,, this custom hag. been almost: 
perpetually inflicting qq one nation after anothei:, eonvulsion,, 
misery, and death. Appose that 50 years ago ajl^the na-. 
tions of Christendom had united in a solemn league for tjie^ 
^bolitipo of war : Is ther§ the l^ast probability, that they 
wpuld have suffered, grcatier calamities from the injustice and 
i^rpcity of other nations, tha^ tlv€y hay.e inflicted on each oth-^ 
^r by continuing the dti^adful custom,? Is. there any reason to, 
suppose that a twentieth part of the num^r of lives would 
%^ve becQ sacrificed op the piwa of peace^ that have been sa^^r 
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rificed in supporting war ? Could the most savage people 
have dealt worse with the nations of Christendom, than they 
have dealt with each other ? And would not a fifth part of 
, the property, which has been expended and destroyed by 
their murderous wars, htive been sufficient to preserve peace 
with every nation on earth ? It is presumed that no intelligent 
and candid person will say, that the nations of Christendom 
would have probably suffered greater calamities had they uni- 
tedly renounced the custom of war 50. years ago, than they 
have actually suffered in supporting the custom. 

If we now bring to view the enormous amount of moral evil, 
guilt and depravity, which has resulted frooi continuing the 
custom, for the last 50 years, who in his senses Avould dare to 
say, that peace would have been worse than war ? Will any 
one say this, who has the least claim to be considered as a dis- 
ciple of the Prince of peace ? 

Should the nations of Christendom agree to abolish the cus- 
tom of war, it may be thought; that the people of the United 
States, would be exposed to the ferocity of the Indian tribes.. 
But would it not be a hundred fold less expensive to presen'a 
peace with the Indians than to support the cdstom of wair }■ — 
The Indians generaHy make war for revenge, gjid not for con- 
quest or glory like their more bloody brethren, called Chris- 
tians. Let the Indians bet treated witli truly Christian kind-, 
ness— let a just and pacific spirit be uniformly mapifested to-> 
wards them— let suitable efforts be made to change their opin- 
ions in regJird t<5 war, and let them in all respects be treated as. 
brethrea and friends ; then we shall have but little to fear from 
their ferocity. From the experiflrient which wa$ actaally 
made by William Penn, as Governor of Pennsylvania— and 
the seventy years' peace which resulted from his benevolent 
rind pacific principles — we are entitled to this conclusion ; — 
That the Indians are a people who may be won hy kindness,, 
uikI Willi whom peace may be maintained 4?u Christian prinqi-. 
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Had all the first settlers of these states possessed the pacific 
priQciples'and spirit of WiDiam Penii,and had such principles 
been maintained by all their successors^ the disgraceful history 
.of murderous wars between Christiana and Indians would 
never have been written. Nay on such principles, access 
might prpbably have been had to the minds of the savages, 
and much more done in converting them to Christianity. — 
But while professed Christians are mo?e blood-thirsty than 
the savages themselves, what ground have they to hope for 
success in their attempts to propagate the gospel among the 
Indian tribes. E>?eiy page in tlieir history as \yarring Chris-- 
tians^ is a contradietibn to the religion they profess^ and goes, 
to prove, that however excellent the gospel may be in itself^ 
it has faJljBd pf ^producing in them the spirit of peace and love. 

If all the natiQna of Europe should adopt pacific principles,, 
they would probably be as secure in respect to other nations^ 
a^ we should be iri respect to the Indians. And if this, be true, 
their security would be fay greater, than it now is, with all tlieii:^ 
barring dispositioji and warring apparatus! 

But itmay be said that: there wiU alwayss be ambitious indi-^ 
vidiial \xs Christendom, who. will disturb the peace of nations, 
in pursuit: of nxilitary fan^ I and that there can be no security 
. against such men, but by supporting the custom of war. . 

To this we answer, that tlie custom of war dsapends mtirely' 
on popular opinion? and it wiB. of course cease when it ceases to 
be popular. Strip this abominable custom, of its faJse and de- 
lusive glory--— let it be exhibited in all its murderous and deso^ 
fating de^rmities, as a custona which involves every thing 
hateful and wicjced — let such abhorrence be excited against it, 
as is now felt for the tess odious *^ slave trade :"— ^then there 
will be no more opportunity to acqyii^^ fame by military con-^ 
quest, than there now is by high\?ray robbery.. Of course the 
Biost cojijamon and niost powerful motive to military exploits* 
will cease to operate ; and ambitious men will be *con/3traitjLodl 
|p adopt spm^o^eiC i:oa<i to fanqye^ 
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When private wars among- noblemen were popular they 
were/re^rwen^, and threatened to depopulate Europe* They 
have lost their popularity and the custom is dead. Indeed 
it died a natural death, by losing its breath of popular ap- 
plause. In the same manner the custom of public war tmU 
diey when its popularity is destroyed. For breath is not more 
necessary to the continuance of animal life^ than popularity 
is to the continuance of national wars. And when war shall 
have lost its imaginary glory, ambitious men will cease in this 
way to disturb the tranquiliiiy of the world. For such men will 
not fight for glory,, when it sliall cease^to be glory to fight. 

But suppose that in the attempt to abolish the custom of 
war, there shouM be many instances of carnage among those 
of a peaceful character: Still there is no reason to believe that 
the amount woiikl be a t-t\'entieth part so great, as must- result 
from continuing the custom. Professed duellists fall by the 
hand ofviotence, while men of peaceful character are unmo- 
lested. So nations which glory in> war,, will often be engaged 
in the dreadful work. But let' them ' adopt pacific principles, 
and avow a decided abhoirerice of war, and they will seldom, 
be disturbed^ If a duellist should send a challenge to a man 
whom he knew to be of the society of Friends, or of the soci- 
ety of Shakers, his conduet ^x)uld be despised even by gentle^ 
men of his own class. On the same general principle, war- 
iting nations would forbear to make war on a people who had 
renounced the lighting. character, and were disponed to sUfffer. 
wrong, rather than to do wrong, or to render evil for evil. 
, The things which have been already mentioned, may be re- 
^axded as in . sonae measure an answer to the question-^— What 
security would a peaceful nation have against- those of a war- 
ring, savage charact^pr ? But> as a Christian, I may add — 
There i§ ground to hope that if a nation should adopt the par 
cific principles ofthe gospeli.the "God op peace," would be- 
friend: and protect them. By this, however, is not intended^ 
th^t we are to, expect miraculous interference for, the protect 
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tion of a jTeaceful nation. But when the ways of a natioa are 
i^uch as to please the Lord, he can without recourse to miracles 
so ordelr events, that even their enemies shall be at p^ace with 
them. And in genera] j uothiog has a greater tendeiicy to dis- 
^m malevolanee luid tum leiway wrath^ thaa the pi'opor di^ 
play of a ptciftc spirit. 

^ Lord Karnes supposed that a peaceftil people would have 
no greater security against savage nations^ ^an ^f timid sheep 
have against Inrngry wolves.^' But men do not make war for 
tlie sake of drinking each other's blood, as wolves make war 
on sheqx In men, tlie thirst for blood in a great measure de* 
X)ends on a thirst for fame- By the diffusion of Chri$tian 
principles, and by vi^li conducted efforts to excite an abhor* 
rencc of waur, tiie number of military " wolves'* will be dimim 
ished, and the thirst for blood^ will abate^ War for glory will 
fall into disrepute, and war for plunder will be placid as it 
ought to be, on the ground of highway robbeiy and piratical 
depredations. 

But to those who profess allegiance to the Prince of peace, 
I would here address some serious questions : — Shall We, my 
brctlireh uphold a diabolical and murderous custom, whiclx 
converts professed Christians into " wolves," through ifear that 
if we become truly Christ's ^< sheep*^ we shall bd devoured ? — 
Shall we thus proclaim to the world that v*e have ^* mot the 
spirit of Christ," aiid that v/e have no confidence in the good 
Shepherd, uor in the God of our Salvation ? Is It better for 
Christians to support the character of" wolvei^" than to risk 
the conseciuences of becoming truly Christ's sheep ? Must the 
IHTofessed sheep of Christ forever bear tlte character of 
" wolves," because there are ^^ wolves" in the world ? Shall 
they support the character of *< wolves" till other *^ Wolves" 
shall cease to exist } If so, when or how will wars cease, to the 
ends of the earth ? Must Christians renounce all trust in God 
and act the pavt q^ bloody men, lost they sheuld be destroyed 
bj other people ? Must they bo rivals to bloody men in wicK«» 
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ednessy lest they perish by bloody hands ? If this be the path 
of duty and of safety^ let us renounce the gospel, and become 
In profession as well as practice, Pagans or Mahometans. But 
rf we wish to retain the profession and the hope of CJiristians, 
let us become Christians in deed and in truth — in temper -and 
ia practice — ^by renouncing war and violence, and by following 
the Prince of peace.— " For even hereunto were ye caikd ; — 
because Christ also sufibifed for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should /oZ?o«» Ms steps J^ " Then said Jesus to his dis- 
ciples. If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up Iris cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shall save it." — " And fear not them who kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear him, who is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell— yea, I say unto 

you, F£AR HIM." 



PREPARATORY EVENTS ANI> ENCOURAGING PACTS. 
When any important object is proposed to be pursued, we 
naturally bok around and ask, what preparations have been 
jtnade by Providence ? Is there any thing already in exis- 
tence which is calculated to encourage and favor the enterprise ? 
or any thing which may easily be made subservient, and read- 
ily called into operation ? 

By careful Inquiry it may perhaps be found, that God has 
long been preparing the way for the propbsition which is now 
distictly made — Me abolition of war. The rapid progress df 
knowledge and the tremendous calamities of war, in the last 
50 years, may have been designed to prepare the minds of 
men for what is now proposed^ But this is not all; within 
that period a vast number of religious, moral, charitable and 
humane societies have been formed In Great Britain and A* 
merica, The5e in tlielr natural tendency must ajl be auxili«>- 
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Ties to the ol^ect now in view ; and it will be easy to give tliem 
a direction which will render them doubly subservient and 
useful. 

The Society of Friends has become both numerous and re* 
st>ectable. They have always been opposed to war. By a 
letter from a worthy gentleman of that sect it appears, "that 
on this continent there are nearly one thousand Congregations 
of Friends." And such is their situation in the several states, 
their intimate connexion^ their stated meetings and their me* 
thod of intercourse, that they have it in their power to «f!brd 
abundant aid in any cause which meets their approbation ; and 
in the present case their disposition will not be questioned by 
those who know them. 

From the known sentiments and general character of the 
Moravians or United Brethren^ we cannot doubt their hearty 
eoncurrence^ and faithful exertions. 

May we not also hope that the numerous clerical associa- 
tions of Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Bap- 
tists and Methodists, have all been formed by Providence "/or 
«ucA a time aa tMs" and for the great object before us ? What 
object can be pursued in their meetings more important or 
becoming the ministers of the Prince of Peace ? Surely asso- 
ciations of mmt9fer« should be peace associations. To them 
we seriously propose the object, and we hope that ho argu- 
ments will be needful to insure their concurrence. 

We may now concisely state some othei: encoura^ng facts. 

At the very time the " Solenm Review of the Custom of 
War" was in the press in this country, the commissionets at 
Ghent were forming a treaty of peace* The " Review" pro- 
posed as a ^ Remedy" for war, that such questions between 
governments as could not be settled by negotiation*, should be 
referred to a high court appointed for that purpose. The 
commissioners devised a similar plan for settling the questioi^s 
still in dispute between Great Britain and the United States.—* 
To any person of common discernment it must be evident, that 
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the plan they devised i»ay be extended to any questions of 
controversy between difTerent governments^ and entirely pre- 
clude the prcfendfec? necessity of war. 

Moreover, it appears that in different states and nations, and 
nearly at the same tiqoe, God has been calling the attention of 
Christians to this subject. Soon after the " Solemn Review" 
was published in Massachusetts, a very valuable work appear- 
ed in New York, entitled " War inconsistent Avith the religion 
of Jesus Christ, as it is inhuman, unwise, and criminal." We 
have also seen two excellent sermons^ entitled " The life of 
man inviolable by the laws of Christ." These were delivered 
at Colcliester, in Connecticut, March 19, 1815, by Rev. Aa- 
ron Cleveland. 

We have also the happiness to state, that a short but well 
written " Essay on the impolicy of war, by William Pitt Scar- 
gill," has recently arrived in this coimtry from London, accom*- 
panied by a letter from the author, to the Rev. W. E, CJian- 
ning of Boston. Mr. Scargtll, it appears, had not heard that 
the subject was under examination in this country. The oh: 
ject of the letter was, to give notice that it J>ad been taken up 
in Great Britain, and to excite to similar exertions among us. 
The letter was dated June 1,1815.' 

It may be proper here to observe that a copy of the " Sol- 
enm Review" wl^s sent to England, accompanied by a letter 
to Mr. W. Wilberforce, bearing date April 13, 1815.. The 
design of this letter was to excite the attention of that worthy 
gentleman, and sqme others, to the object proposed in the 
" Solemn Review" — ^the writer not knowing that any thing of 
the kind had recently been published in Great Britain, or tliat 
any attention had been already excited in that country. 

This remarkable coincidence of events, impressions, and ef- 
forts, may afford ground of hope, that God is engaged in the 
eausefor the abolition of war, and that the exertions of the 
friends of peace will not be in vain. , 

Thesuliiect wiSTako explicitly and respectfully recom- 
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kiended to the eonsideration of the Massachusetts Legislature 
in the Election Sermon tlie present year, by the Rev. Mr, 
Flint of Bridgewater : and the following motion Avas made in 
tiie " Massachusetts Convention of Congregational Mini«ters,'^ 
by the Rev. Dr. Worcester of Salem ;■ — " That a committee of 
five be appointed to consider, whether it is expedient for this 
Convention to adopt any measure, or measQres, and if any, 
what, to correct the public mind of the subject of war." 

The motion was adopted without opposition, and the com^- 
mittee appointed wereTDr, Worcester of Salem, Mr. Channing 
of Boston, Dr. Kirkland, President of Harvard XVivcrsity, Mn 
Foster of Brighton, and Dr. Osgood of Medfdrd. u 

In the report of the executive committee of the Massachu- 
setts Bible Society, the subject was brought to view in the fol* 
lowing language : — 

" We have ever esteemed it one of the happiest effects of 
Bible Societies, that they tend to unite Christians of all na- 
tions ; ^and it is our hope that they wfll awaken An Christians 
universally «o strong a sense of the near relation which they 
sustain to each other, and of their obligations to mutual love 
and kindness, that wars between communities which profess 
the religion of Christ will be more and more abhorred, as most 
unnatural and altogether irreconcilable wHh the lioly and pa< 
cific name which they bear." — -"May the time sQOW^rmQ 
when Christians of every nation will speak on this subject^ m 
a language which every government will he forced to hfear 
and to obey." 

iDhese facts have been collected to pi*ove to our readers, thot 
the God of peace is at work for the abolition of war, aQd that 
he is stirring up one ailerandtheff feadessly to plead his cause 
in the most puhliG manner^ a»d men too mho^ talents and 
influence, Svhen combined in a good c^use^ ?promisie tile m()st 
Jiappy results. 5Phe x^bject iia view is not of a party nature ; 
it embrapes the best interests of every sect and every natiojl, 
4)a w^kich tliierc are lives to he jpre&erved or $ouk to he savecL 
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A RECENT « DECLARATION'^ OF THE CONGRESS 
AT VIENNA IMPROVED. 

It falls within the design of the Friend of PeJice, to remark 
on such occurrences, either in the political or religious world, 
ras may be made subservient to the general object. The late 
^' Declaration" of the Congress at Vienna on the subject of 
the " African slave tradcj" affords gratifying evidence of the 
progi*ess of light in Europe ; and it contains observations v/hich 
are applicable to the custom of war. It also suggests some of 
the means by which war may be abolished^ and aflbrds ground 
to hope that exertions for the desirable event will prove sue* 
cessful. 

The Aitierican Revolution was overruled by Providence, and 
made the m^ans of exciting inquiry and disusing light respec- 
ting the inhumanity of the traffic in " slaves and souls of men. ^^ 
^Vhilc professedly contending for liberty and the natural riglds 
of meriy reflecting minds pould not fail to take into view the 
stave trade, and to see the inconsistency of contending for their 
^jvvn freedom, and at the saiae time tolerating and supporting 
a dreadful commei-ce for euslavyag our fellow beings. The 
reflections and inquu*ies thus produced finally resulted in the 
abolition of the slave trade in the United States. The subject 
was next taken up in Great Britain ; and after a long conflict 
between light and darkness, the light triumphed, and the point 
wcs carried in the British Parliament. The Father of lights 
gave effect to the benevolent exertions of a few m6n, and the 
people of Great Britain became so enlightened, that they abol- 
ished a commerce which they had long regarded as justifiable, 
-Vw^rative and even necessary. Now that people have such an 
abhorrence of this traffic, that they cannot rest easy until it 
shall have been abolished by all the European governments. 
Py- their influence the subject was brought before the Con- 
gress of Vienna, and what is the result ? We behold a *^ Dec- 
laration" in behalf of all the powerful nations of Europe, pur- 
pprting that the slave trade ^* has l>een regarded by just and 
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enlightened men, in all ages as repugnant to the pFiiiciples ot' 
humanity and universal morality'' — that it is " a scourge 
which has desolated Africa, degraded Europe and afflicted hu- 
manity"-^" that at last the public voice in all civilized coiui-'. 
tries has demanded it should be suppressed as soon. as possi^ 
b'le"— i" tjiat this is a measure particularly^ worthy of their at- 
tention — ^*^ that they ai'e animated witli a doi^re to coiicui? by 
every means in their power in the most prompt and effectud' 
execution of the measure ;'* and that this is ^^ a cause of which: 
the final triumph will be one of the greatest monuments of the 
age that undertook it, and wliich shall have gloriously carried 
it into effect.'^ 

Such is the language of the Congresis of Vienna, and such 
the progress of light on this subject since the American Revo- 
lution. The spark wliich resulted from that dreadful colli- 
sion has been gradually increasing, till at length it has illumin- 
ated ail the nation's of Christendom. " Behold how great a 
matter a little fire kindleth P 

Let it now be considered that the custom of war is as per- 
fectly unnecessary, unjust and inhuman as the slave trade- 
that while the slave txxide had destroyed .and distressed its 
thousands and its tens of thousands, Ae custom of war has de- 
stroyed and distressed its millions and listens of millions; that 
war has not only " desokited Ainca and degraded Europe,"^ 
but has eclipsed the light of ChristiaJiity, stained with blood 
tlie Christian name, " afilictod humanity" in all parts of the 
V earth,, and filled the world with crimes and v/oes. Let it also. 
be considered that the custom of war as really depends on pop- 
ular opinion, as the slave trade ever did, and tliat it may be 
abolished by similar ipeans. What then ought to be our feel- 
ings, our prayers, our hopes and our exertions relating to thia 
tremendous scourge and cujse of nations ? 

As the Revolution in Anaerica was overruled by God for tlie 
dawn and diffusion of light on the subject of the slave tr^de, 
90 the late unhappy contest between our country and Great 
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Britain) may b©^ overruled for the diffusien of iiglit on the anb- 
jectofwar. And should there be suitable exertions on the 
part of professed Christians in the two countries, the way may 
^ooOi be prepared for another European Congress to pro*^ 
Bounce as decisive vl doom on the custom of war, as tlie recent 
Congress has dohe 6i\ the traffic in slaves. 

Is it not a fact that 50 years ago the traffic in slaves was a^ 
popular in Europe and America, as war is at the present time? 
Is there not now in this country a fai* greater number of "just 
and enlightened men" who are, on principle, decidedly oppo^ 
sed to war, than there was 50 yiears ago opposed to the slave^ 
trade ? Would not a serious attempt for the abolition of the 
slave trade at that pciiod, have met with ten tunes the oppo- 
sition that the attempt for the abolition of war now does? — 
Where is the godly minister of any sect, or where is the man 
renowned for talents and virtue, who has attended to the sub- 
ject, that feels any disposition to oppose the efforts for the- 
aboUtion-of wai"? Truly we have not heard of so many as 
three respectable opponents, among all who have read what 
uas I:e6ri written on the subject Was there ever a subject 
brought forward in our country, so novel and half so interest-. 
iu£, which met with so little opposition ? May we not then hum- 
bly hope in God, that in less than 50 years from this time, our 
country, will be as free from war advocates, as it now is from 
advocates for the 4fncan commerce in slaves ? 

With what abhorrence voM the people of these states now 
regard a proposition to revive the slave trade ! What odium * 
would a man bring on himself who should propose and urge 
such a project I In a light not less odious will a proposition 
for a revival of the^fraj^er in hlood soon be regarde4, if Chris- 
tians should not be deficiept in their exertions. Say not 
" there is a lion in the way ;" — the cause is the Lord's, and 
his grace ai;d his arm are aH'-suiiicient, 

This article may be closed by an extract from the conclu- 
■sionof the late pamphlet from London, by ftir, Scargill<~- 
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Would it not then be desirable to form associations in every 
part of the kingdom^ whose object should be to raise a little 
fund for the necessary expenses attending . such unions, and 
that tliese associations should use their best endeavors to im- 
press upon the minds of the people at large^ the desirable- 
ness and practicability of abolishing the . system, of war alto- 
gether. Could the ministers of iieligion make a better. use of .' 
their pulpits than to inculcate from them the doctrine of Je- 
sus Christ — the doctrine of peace ? 

^' Nor let us imagine that associations for this benevolent 
purpose will be confined to this country ; the friends of human- 
ity and religion in every part of Europe, in every quarter of 
the Globe, would cheerfully contribute their vassistanoe to ax^ 
object so powerful in its tendency to ameliorate the human^ 
race and increase the comforts of mankind,^" 

Let christians in the United States awake^ tdkfe courage^ 
and " go and do likewisci^^ 



L2 . 
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No. III. 

THE HORRORS OF NAPOLEON'S CAM- 
PAIGN IN RUSSIA. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The object of this work is the peace and salyation-of man* 
kind. Whether we display the blessings of peace or the Bvils 
ofway^the ultimate purpose will be tlie same. As men are 
influenced by motives, of good.to be eiyoy^d, and of evils to 
be avoided or endurjed, such motives will be exhib^d^ to exr. 
cite a love of peace, and an aversion to war. - . 

It is natural to suppose, that circulating correct histories of 
the evils of war,, would have the effect to excite; a general ab- 
horrence of the custom. But in the usual way of writing such 
histories, the horrors and distress of the saiiguuia'ry scenes are^ 
in such a manner accompanied with encomiums on. the brave- 
ry of fighting men and the glories of victory, that the mind of 
the reader is. diverted" from the tremendous havoc and di^-^. 
tress. He is perhaps told that a wonderful victory wa& obtain- 
ed at grpat expense, that the number of killed and wounded 
on the part of the victors could not be less than 15 or 20,000'; 
and that the loss on the side o£ the vanquished, was much ■ 
greater. But he is not pcrn^ttttd to*dwell on the iniseries of* 
suich a scene, His^attentjion is soon califsd to the display of/ 
skill and valor on the part of (he o6Scers and soldiers. I# the- 
prepossessions of the historian ar^ in favor of the- victors, he^-, 
will perhaps admit that n»uGh praife \$ due ^ the enemy, that^i: 
^hey fought with astonishing intrepidity,, and displayed hero-, 
ism worthy of a better t^us^. But uothing could; resist. tl|e^ 
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. valor of the victorious army. In respecft to ther loss on the 
side of the victors, the writer consoles himself and his reader, /^ 
with 8 iich considerations as these :r^Tl3ie honorable nianner in 
which the dead and wounded exposed thfeir lives for the good of 
their countiy— ^the honor of the victory.— the great advantages 
ob tained, and the fact tl^at the loss was much greater on the 
part of the enemy. By tlie time the reader has attended to. 
all the displays, of heroism, the praises.bestowed on the living 
and the d^ad^^and;^e glcwries of victory, he has in a great 
measure lost sight of tJie horrors of the scene— -a scene in which, 
acres of ground were crimonsed with humau blood, and cov» 
^red with thebodies of tihe dead txnd^ dying, and the mangled 
limbs of wounded l^en. . \ 

An acGountof such abaitle in a-: News Paper, headed^' A 
Glorious Vigtory," or "Glorious News/' would probably 
leave a fainter impression on the mind, of the horrors >of the 
scene j than s^nother article iji the saitie pager headed— ^^ Hor- 
rid Murder," containing particulars of the distress of a single 
family, occasioned by the murder of one man^r woman. — - 
Yet both the guilt and distress accompanying the " Glorious> 
Victory" may have Ijeeh ten thousand times greater, than that 
which accompanied th^ ^- Horrid Murder." ' Indeed the nar- 
ratives, of bloody battles, are often so embellislied with feats of 
valor^ heroism and glory, that they leave oh the niinds of the 
gay and inconsiderate^ ittle more impression of guilt or dis- 
tress, than a brilliant account of a horse race. 

Two histories of-Napoleoii's campai|pi in Russia have wi- 
ved 4n this.country. One by Sir Robert Ker Porter, entitled 
^ A narrative of the campaign in Russia,, during the year 
1812:'^ The other by Eiigene Labaumfe, Captain of the 
Royal Qeographical Engineers^ &c* &e. entitled " A;circum-r 
stantial Narrative of the campaign in Russia."' Porter- wf^s oii, 
t?ie side of • the Russdans^ and' Lal3[a.ume on the side of the 
?repch. These two historians sometiines differ in their ac- 
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eounts of battles, but they agree iaproiiouncingUie war>" tt»^ 
Just'' on the part of Napoleon. 

From the two Narratives which have beeii mentioned, the^ 
following accounts will be given, and generally in the lan- 
guage of one or other of the historians. A concise view of 
that expedition is all that can be expected. As the olbgcct 
will be to excite a just aversion t» war, n& paios will be taken 
to veil its. hoiarors by expatiating on the valw by which they 
were produced, or the delusive, glories by which they, were acr 
eompanied. Neither will any. false coloring be employed to 
represent the scenes as more dreadful than tiiey really were.^ 
The object will be to exhibit the horrors of the campaign in a. 
naked form ^ for the contemplation of the reader. 

Napoleon left Paris in May ; found hinpLSelf at the head of 
his grand army in Poland, June 16 ; add commenced hostili^ 
ties on the 23d of the samje month. The events from this 
time prior, to the battle, at Smolensko will he passed.^veriasiT 
lencev 

In the follbwing Narrative the paragraphs under P, will be 
taken from Porter ; those under L. froift Labaume^ The 
reader may therefore continually know whose. account he is 
reading. 

As all the nations, concerned: in that war were professed' 
Christians^ some motto will be prefixed to each article, which 
ike reader is requested to keep in view while reading what fd*; 
lows., 



BATTLE OR SMOLENSKO> 

" This is" my commt^^^niy tixiit ye lovet one,, .another , <M J ■ 
h$Lveloved f/Qu, 

^^ By this sicUl^UmenMowihatye'. are my .disci^esyifye 
hme love one to another P^ Messiah. . 
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P. '^ On tlie moniing gf August 17th there was an awful 
pause. The armies of two vast empires stood gazing at each 
other as if studying where to strike the mortal blow. At 
hngth the silence of meditated death was broken. From the 
extreme point of the Russian right to that of the left, fire from 
a hundred cannon poured destruction amid the enemy^s ranks. 
Rapid discharges of musketry, which ran along the front, sec- 
onded the guns with a horrible carnage. 

" The attack of the French was nut less vigorous or terrific.- 
Their numerous artillery gave bloody _ answer to that of the 
Russian position 5 whilst their multitude and concentrating 
iTiavernonts, bore along upon their adversaries with a force 
that seemed formed to s\yeep all before., them — The battle 
now raged with the most desperate. fury. / In spite of a dread- 
ful fij-e from the Russian artillery, the enemy pushed on to 
the entrenched suburbs, and in the very mouths of the guns . 
attacked the Russian troops at the point of the bayonet.—* 
The havoc on both sides was prodigious. The earth was cav- 
ered with the wounded and the dead. For upwards of two 
hours the bloody conflict was maintained. At last their move- 
ments were impeded by the numbers of tlio slaui, and finding 
that hostile troops pressed upon their tliinned ranks, the Rus^ 
stans retired to Smolensko.'* • 

Such was the carnage in the suburbs. 

.*^ The city now became the irpmediate object of attack. — 
The dreadful hours of destruction roUed os, and the ruin and 
death of thousands became the horrible marks of French ag- 
gre8a|<N). Hosts contintied to fall on both sides. 

<^ .The interior of this once beautiful and flourishing capital 
began to present a scene heart rending ta the eye of a com- 
mon spectator. Every magazme was destroyed, every edi- 
fice lired which could offer tlie means of resource to the ene- 
my. ;, 

" fsQ person can describe tho rage gf Napoleon on behold^ 
ij^ig the spectacle whicli presented itself, To preserve soinf 
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means for quartering his troops he ordered every exenioa to 
stop the progress of the flames. The men employed gave 
tliemselves little trouble ia their duty — and entering the hou- 
vses aiid churthes, pillaged whatever valuable they found^ and 
murdered with tlie most unheard of cruelties all whom acci- 
dent or attaxJmiajt to ihi^ir native city had left hi their pas- 
sage.*^ Fromp* 111 to 11& 

Labaume was not present at the battle of Smolensko, but 
arrived soon after. He says— 

L. ** August 19th we entered Smoleusko by the suburb that 
is built along by tlie bank of Uie river. In every dii^ction we 
marched over scattered ruins and dead bodies. Palaces, still 
burning, offered to our sight only walls half destroyed by the 
ilames ; and tlnck among the fragments were the blackened 
carcases of the wretched inhabitants. — ^The few houses.tliat 
remained were completely filled by the soldiery, while at the 
door stood the miserable proprietor deploring the deatli of his 
children and tiie loss of his fortune. The churches alone affor- 
ded some consolation to the unhappy victims who had no oth- 
er shelter.— ^On one side v/as an old man m^% exoirin*»'. On 
the other an infant whose feeble cries, the mother, worn down 
with grief, was endeavoring to hush, and whUe she presented 
it with the breast, her tears dropped fast upon it. In the 
midst of this desolation the passage of the curmy 4nto tlie inte^ 
rior of ifae town formed a striking contrast. On one side was 
seen the ^ect submission of the eonqaered<-H>nAe other the 
pride attendant on victory. The former had lost their aU — 
the latter, rich with spoils and ignorant of defeat mardlie^ 
proudly on to the sotmd of warlike mnsic*'' pp^ 97, 98* 
Was it e^t^ t^atCb^ist loved his disciples ! 
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THE BATTLE OF BORODINO. 

'^ See how these Ghristians love one another. ^^ Pagans. 

" The night passed slowly over the wakeful heads of the 
impatient combatants. The morning of the 7th of September 
at length broke, and thousands beheld the dawn for the last 
time. The moment was arrived when the dreadful discharge 
of two thousand cannon was to break the silence of exp^pcta- 
t ion, and aiou seat once all the horrors of wtir. 

'^ Greneral as the attack seemed, the corps of Prince Bagra- 
tion had tp sustain the accumulating weight of nearly half the 
French army 5 and the determination shown by its cavalry 
was so desperate, that they charged even up to the very 
mouths of the Russian guns. Whole regiments of them, both 
horses and men, were swept down by the cannon shot ; and 
all along the front of Bagration's line rose a breast work of 
dead and dyings 

" Napoleon ordered up fifty additional pieces of artillery, 
and a fresh division of infantry, with several regiments of dra- 
goons. This new force rushed on over the bodies of their 
fallen countrymen and did not allow then>selves to be check- 
ed until they reached the parapets of the Russian works.— 
Their vigorous onset overturned with fierce slaughter every 
thing that opposed them, and obliged Bagratiou to fall back 
nearer to the second line of the army. 

^' The rage of battle at this crisis was not to be described. — 
The thunder of a thousand pieces of artillery was answered by 
the discharge of an equal number on the pait of the Russians. 
A veil of smoke shut out the combatants from the sun, and 
left them no other light to pursue the work of death than the 
flashes of musketry, which blazed in every direction. The 
sabres of 40,000 dragoons met each other, and clashed in the 
liorrid glooni : and the bristling points of countless bayonets, 
bursting through the rolling vapor, strewed the earth with 
heaps of slain, p. 152. 

" guch was the scene for an extent of many wersts, and the 
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dreadftrl contest contiimed without cessation until the dark* 
ness of tlie night. Thus closed that memorable day, and with 
It terminated the lives of eighty thousand human beings. — 
The horses which lay on the ground from right to left, num- 
bered full 25,000." From p. 147 to 154. 

L. " The next day, says Labaume, very early in the morning 
we returned to the field of battle. — In the space of a square 
league almost evert/ spot was covered teith the kiUed and wounr 
ded. On many places the bursting of the shells had promis- 
cuously heaped together men and horses. — But the most hor- 
rid spectacle was the interior of the ravines ; almost all the 
wounded who wef e able to drag themselves along had taken 
refuge there, to avoid the shot. These miserable wretches 
heaped «ne upon another, and almost suffocated with blood, 
uttering the most dreadful groans, and invoking death with 
piercing cries, eagerly besought us to put an end to their tor- 
ments.^' pp. 148, 149. 

See liow these Christians murder one another ! 



THE DESTRUCTION OF MOSCOW. 

" Love worketh no ill to his neighbor, ^^ Paul, 

" Be ye therefore merciful^ as your Father also is mercifuV 

Messiah. 

That the French might be deprived of a place of refuge 
and means of subsistence, the Russians determined to aban- 
don and to destroy their great and ancient city. 

P. ^^Onthe 14th of September at mid-day the enemy ap- 
peared before the walls of Moscow. His advanced guards en- 
tered the gate with all the pride and pomp of conquest. The 
troops moved towards the Kremlin. A part of the self-devo- 
ted citizens had taken refuge there 5 and closing the gates, 
desperately attempted its defence. The gates were instantly 
forced, and the brave victims of patriotism massaged upon 
the floor of tbeur ancient fortress 
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" Scarcely had the murderous act been perpetrated, when 
the pyres of loyalty Avere lighted, and Moscow appeared atdiP 
ferent quarters in ilames. The French troops as they poured 
into the devoted oity had spread themselves in every direction 
in search of phuidcr j and 4n their pi-pgress . thcsy committed 
outrages so horrid on the persons of all whom tfeey discovered, 
'that fathers, desperate to save their children from piollution, 
would set fire to their 4>lace of refuge, and find a surer asylum 
in its 'flames. 

" The streets, the houses, the cellars, flowed with bloDd,'and 
'were filled with violation .and carxiage. Manhood seemed to 
be lost in the French soldier 5 for nothing was to be discerned 
in him but the wild beast ravening for prey ; or ratlicr the fiend 
of hell gluttQUing hiiiiself in the commission of- every honible 
'Crime. Every corps of the arniy marching in from the camp 
•without the barriers could .prove the same riglit to plunder, as 
*th^t which had been exercised by those whose good fortune 
had sent them fnrst irito the fiel3 of pillage. Napoleon had 

, PROMISED.THEM THfi/TAEASUWES Of MoSCOW. 

^^ While on his march, arid perceiving the spires and mina- 
rets of Moscow at a distance, be pointed to them and exclaim- 
ed to his followers, Behol^tkeendofy^urfijLmpai^n! Its gold 
^und its plenty are yours,^^ pp. 1 8 1^1 82- 

As Porter was on the side of the Russian^^ some may tliiiik 
the aecount is exaggerated* I wiUtherefore malce some ex- 
tracts firoin Labaume, who >s on the side of the French. 

I/. " The most Jie.art*renfling scene which my imagination 
jhad ever conceived, far surpassing the most afflic:ting accounts 
inaneieut or modern histoi^^, now presented itself before our 
eyes. A great part of the populai.ion of Moscow, frightened 
at our arrival, had concealed themselves in cellars or secret re- 
cesses of their houses* As the lire^rfead ^ound, we saw 
them rushhig In despair from their various -asylums. They 
uttered no imprecations, they breathed no coiTiplaiht, but car- 
iryiag with them their most precious effects, fled bef^Sfe x\u 

M \ 
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flames. Others of greater sensibility, and actuated by the 
genuine feelings of nature, saved only their children, who wer<^ 
closely clasped in their arms. Many old people, borne down 
^vith grief rather than by age, had not sufficient strength to 
follow then' families, and expired near the houses in which 
they were born. . 

'* How shall I describe the confusion and tumult when per- 
il iission was granted to pillage this immense city ! Soldiers, sut- 
lers, galley slaves and prostitutes, eagerly ran through the 
streets, penetrating into the deserted palaces, and carrying a- 
way every thing which could gratify their avarice. — This hor- 
rible pillage was not confined to the deserted houses alone, but 
extended to those which were inhabited; and soon the eager- 
ness and wantonness of the plunderers, caused devastations 
whicli almost equalled those occasioned by the conflagrationi 
Every. asylum was soon violated by the licentious troojis. 

^^ Towards evening, when Napoleon no longer thought him- 
self safe in the city, the ruin of which seemed inevitable, he 
left the Kremlin and established himself with his suite in the 
(•astle at Peterskoe. When I saw him pass by I could not 
without abhorrence, behold the chief of a barbarous expedi- 
lion, who evidently (Endeavored to escape the decided testimo- ' 
ny of public indignation by seeking the darkest road. He 
sought it however in vain. On every side the flames, seemed 
to pursue hhn, and their horrible and mournful glare, flashing 
on his guilty head, reminded me of the torches of the Eumen- 
ides, pursuing the destined victims of the furies. 

**' The generals likewise received orders to quit Moscow.—^ 
Licentiousness then became unbounded. The soldiers, no 
longer restrained by the presence of their chiefs, committed 
<vcry kind of excess. No retreat was liow safe, no place suffi- 
ciently sacred to afford any protection against their rapacity. 

^^ Nothing could equal the anguish which absorbed CAcrj'' 
feeling heart, and which increased in the dead of night 
l)y the cries of the miserable \icti«»s, who were savagely mur- 
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dered, or by the ?cre«uns of the young females, who iied for 
protection to their weeping mothers, a,ud whose ineAectual 
struggles tended only to inflame the passions of their viohttors,- 

^"' Desirous, of terminating the recital of this, horrid catastro- 
phe, for whieii history w^nts expressions, and poetry lias no 
colors, I fihall pass aver in sil^iee many circumstances^, revolt- 
ing to humamty, and iiaeFely describe th« dreadful confusion 
which arose in our army, when the fire had reached every part 
•f Moscow^ and thewlitole city wasbecotne oiie imittense flame. 

"• A long row of carriages >vas perceived through the thick 
s^nokc, loaded with booty. Being two heavily laden. for the 
exhausted cattle to draw them along, they were obliged lb hau It 
iit every step, when we- heard the execrations of the drivers, 
who terrified at the surrounding flames, endeavored to push for- 
ward, with dreadful outcries. The soldiers were still armed, 
diligently Employed in forcing open every door. They seem- 
ed to fear le^st they should leave one house untouched. — In 
spite of the extl*eme peril whiclr threatened th^ra, the love of 
I^lunder induced our soldiers to brave every danger. Stimula- 
ted by an irresistible desire of pillage, they precipitated them- 
selves into the flames.. They waded in blood, treading upon 
ttie dead bodies Avithout remorse, whilst the ruins of the hous# 
es, mixed with burning coals, fell thick on their murderous 
liands* 

. ^^ September 17. I witnessed the most dreadful and the 
most affecting scenes which it is possible to conceive, namely, 
the unhappy inhabitants drawing upon some mean vehicles all 
that they had been able to save from the conflagration. The 
soldiers having robbed them of their horses, the men and wo- 
men were slowly and painfully dragging along thies'e little 
carts ; some of which contained an infirm mother, others a pa- 
ralytic old man, and others the miserable wrecks of half con- 
sumed furniture; children half naked^ followed these interest- 
ing groups. — Without a shelter, and without food, these unfor- 
tunate beings wandered in the fields, and fled into the woods ; 
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but wherever they bent their rteps, they met the conquerors ol* 
MoscOWj wlio frequently iirtreatedthem, and sold before their 
eyes the goods which had been stolen from their o^n deserted 
babitatifiins.-' From ^. 203 to 214; 



THE RETREAT FROM MOSCOW. 

**' I%s^ would none of my counsel; they tlcspised all my re- 
jisoo/'.- Therefjofe shall they eat of the fruits of their otcn way^ 
and he filled with tJicir oicn devices. For the iurmng^ away of 
tke $ifni)le shall sla^ihem^ and tJie prosj^erity of fools shall dc- 
^roy tJiem.;' Pro v. i. SO, 31^32. 

The horrors of the French retreat will be given in the Ian*- 
guage of Labaunxc. In his account of the scenes at Moscow he 
»ays : >• Ev4*n th^ most hardened minds were struck \Wth a con- 
viction, ihat so great a calamity would, on some future day 
call forth the vengeasicc of the Alaiighty upon tlie authors qf 
Such crimes." Tixi^ presentiment was well founded 5 nor was 
>t long before the plundering legions of Napoleon expierienced 
as great calamities, as they had occasioned to the Russians^— 
The measure they had meted, was measured to them again.— 
In the following narratKe we shalljiave evidence of the truth, 
proclaimed by the Chaldean monarch — they that walk in 

TRIDE, THE LORD IS ABLE TO ABASE. 

X. " Altiu)«gh, says Labaume, the ruin of Moscow Avas 9, 
great loss to tJie Russians, it was njore sensibly felt by us, and 
it insured tOf ou^'. enemies all tlie advantages which they had 
|} remised themselves, fro^ix the rigor of their climate — Their 
hopes, founded on this calculatioH, could not be disappointed: 
for our formidable army, though it arrived in the fme season^ 
had lost one third of its numbjers: merely by the rapidity of its 
march ; and the enemy h?^d no reason to fear that yfe could 
maintain a?iy position, siiKe our want of discipline had raade 
a desart of our 'conquer.ts, and our imprayident chief had form- 
ed no plan to facilitate our retreat. 
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• *^ They who possessed the smallest foresiglit, predicted our 
misfortunes, and imagined that they rf ad on the walls of the 
Kremlin those prophetic words, which aii invisible hand traced 
before Belsbazzar in the midst of his greatest prosperity : — 
* Gwi hath numbered this kingdom and finished it : thou art 
weighed iii the balances and found wanting : thy kingdom is.. 
divided, and given to other haiids.' 

The French began their retreat on the 19th of October* 

*^ The long files of carriages in three or four ranks extended; 
for severalleagues, loaded with the immense booty which the 
soldiers snatched from the fiajnes.^' But this booty only serv- 
ed to retard their progress. The Russians soon began to har- 
rass them on their retreat^ ahd on the 25th of October a bat^ 
tie was fought, which was so destructive to the French army, 
thattlje soldiers said, "But two battles more like thj^s, and Na-. 
poleon will be without an army." 

Oct. 26. " At ev^ry step were waggons abandoned fbr want 
of horses to draw them, and the fragments of rnnumerable car*" 
riages burned for the same reason^-^and we listened with mel-- 
ancholy forebodings to the frequent explosion of ammunition 
waggons." 

Oct. 28. "In addition to all these evils the want of provi- 
sions aggravated our sufierings. That which we brought from, 
Moscow was almost consumed. Our horses fcired still worse- 
-—many of them died of fatigue and hunger. 

"Napoleon,. who preceded uaone day's mjirch, had already 
passed -MoJ€Msk, burning and destroying every thing* wWch he 
found on^ his route. His soldiers wer<e sq. intent on this- de- 
vastation, tiiat they set fire to, the places whe|e we should 
havehaltedf^ Tliis exposed us to ^reat. and unnepessary suf- 
ftring,. 

Oct. 3€. *^ The. nearer ^ approached to the Mtyaisk the 
more desolate thfj codntiy appeared^ But most horrible was 
the multitude of dead bodies which, deprivitxd of burial fifty 
two days, scarcely retained |he human form. On arriving at 

m.. 
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B(H*i^tiioitii^O!mM:^i3alb^ mexpressible, at finding the 
^,000 men, who had periled tiiere> yet lying uncovered. 

"Three tliousand prisoners worebccmght. from Masco^w.-*- 
Having nothing to give them during/the nwu'ch^ tliey 
were at night driven inti> a noirow fold : ISbs^ so m^ny' l^eUBts, 
AVithout fii^j, and without ibod,. they lay on the bare i^te, aad 
to assuage the hunger that tc^tnred them^ those who had not 
courage to die, nightly fed oix the .fiesh of their coKhjpanions 
whom fatigue, misery, and famine had destroyed ^ But I. 
turn from a picture so shbckuig-i-J shall soon have horrors e- 
nough to describe which feE to the lot of my c<»i}paitfons ift 
arms/' • 

Oct. 31, " AH seemed . to? feel that their only safety consist- 
ed in manfully strugglingfwith' the difficulties by which we 
were suri'ounded. They had for many days been reduced to 
subsist on horseflesh! even the- generals. had begun to share 
the same food." 

Nov. 4. *^ At one o^clocfc in the morning, we marched a- 
long the great road, groping our way in the dark. The route 
was entirety covered with the fragment of carriages and ar- 
tillery. Men and horses, worn out with fatigue, ccHdd scarce- 
ly drag themselves along, and as soon as the last felP exhaust- 
ed, thip»jBoldiers eagerly divided the carcase among them*'' 

' NoV. 6. " The soldiers vainly stniggling ^vith the snow and 
the wind, which rushed upon them with ike violence of a 
whirlwind, could no longer distinguish the road; and falling 
itito the ditches which bordered it, foutida grave. How ma* 
»y unfortunate beings on this dreadfiil day, dying of cold and 
famine, struggled hard with the agonies of death. Stretched . 
on the road,^ we could distinguish only the heaps of snow 
whicheoveredtliem, and which at almost every step formed 
little unduktiocs, like so many graves. 

^' From that day the army lost its courage* and its military 
attitude* The soldier no longer obeyed his officer — ^seasching 
for food they spread themselves oyer the plain, ^burning and = 
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piilagii3g..whateVer feJrlintMiij way*. ♦T^ek\iM>rses.fi?Jlb3[.tl©.v^ 
sands. The cannpn and the waggons which hs^ besgn ?kh&Pr 
donedsef Vied only to plbstnict the way. Njo sooper had tlie 
soldiers separated from jtlie r^a^^ than tUeywecif, assailed by a 
•popuiation «agar to ayeiige tlie horrors pf which- it Jxad- been 
the victinjs. Tjbe.cossacs qajme to the. succor of th^pea.sants, 
and drove back td^die great road; already fdte4 with ij^e .dy- 
ing and the dead, those who escaped fron^tlKh carnage, made 
among theoi* Tormented wjth hunger, we saw ihem run af^r 
tor every horse the moment it fell. They devomed it raw . 
likedogS; Mad fQ^gJit anuong themselves for th^e mangled 
linabs." -r.,: ,.... . ..-^ v v.- - .• -. , :. 

.. .Nov. 8th, jtt'esented a terribje scene in the a^tejnpt to .cross 
tJie Wop, while- the. RMSsiaiis we.re;approaehing« .^./^^ In., this sit- 
Matipn every one yielded to despaiiv-r\yf^ \yere forc^d'.to fiban- 
don a hundred ptepesof cannon, and agreait r^iunber of aui- 
mumtion and provision waggons, which contained the little 
that remained of the pi'ovisions . cf Moscow. The cne§ of 
those who were crossing the., river, the ;c^nstern;atipn of oth- 
ers who were prep wng to descend: — the despair.of. the .wo- 
men, the shrieks of children, and the terror even of the s.ol- 
diers^ renderi&d the passage a sc^ne so horrible, that the very 
recollection of it terriiies those who vyitnessed it." 
^ Nov. 13. " It was horrible to see and toheartl^e enormous 
dogs* with shaggy hair, whjbch, driven from th^ villages we had. 
iMirned, followed us along our .march. Dyiag with hunger, 
they uttered one incessant and frightful howl, and qften dispu- 
ted with the soldiers the carcases of tlie horsies which fell in 
ourrot^. In addition to this . the ravens, atta:acted by the. 
scent of th^ dead bodies, hovered overus iii^black and iunu- . 
iperable crowds, and by th^ cries of nqkQurnful presage, struck 
the, stoutest, hearts Syith terror."* 

^i Happily. we wet^ bi|t two leagues from Smolensk6. But 
what was our grief when we^ learned th,at the ninth corps was 
goi^ej and that the provi^pns Wj^re all cpn^umed. , A tliuader- .. 
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hokMMgtit mtfeet nvouW hw^r^wifbunded us less than 4id 
this^tieWs. ' - 

- " Thus Srftotensko, which we had thought would have termi- 
naited ourmbfortunes, eruelly deceived our d^i^esthopes^ and 
becante tlie witness of our greatest disgrace and otjar mast pro- 
found dfesj)jair.' ^i^^ ^oldiets, who could Dtft fi»d shelter, en- 
camped hi the middlerof the street, and sotne hours after were 
found' dead around the fires they had kindled." 

Nov. 14. " The Emperor received every "^y, disastrous 
news of his armies. 

' Nov; 15. ^''Marching^fromSinolensko^aK spectacle the most 
horrible was presented to our view. From that point tOlwe 
^ arrivetl at a distance of about three leagues, the road was en- 
tirely covered -with cannon artd ammunition waggons— -^horses 
in theBgoiiies of death-^sotnctimes whole teams, sinking- un- 
der their labors, fell together — We saw soldiers stretclied l^ 
dozens around the green branches which they had vainl}'^ at- 
tempted to kindle, and so numerous were their bodies, that 
they would have obstructed the road, had not the soldiers of- 
ten been employed in throwing them into the ditches and 
ruts." 

Nov. 1(5. " Many di«tingiHshed officers perished on. that 
bloody day. The field of battle was covered with the dead 
and dying.^' 

" The Russians have divided our retreat into three prmci- 
\ pal epoclift — the first ended at the battle of Krasrioe, to which 
i» we have Hiow arrived. They had already taken 40,000 men, 
y* 27 generals, 500 pieeea of cannon, 31 standards, and beside 
pur own irameiise baggage, all the plunder of Moscow that we 
^ had npt destroyed. If to all these disasters w-e add 40,000 
inOre deai of fatigue or famipe, or .killed' in the different bat- 
tles, >ve shall find that our army was reduced tq 30,000.'/ 

After this they had a reinforcement, of nSany, thousands who 
had not been to Moscow. , The reinforcement j says . the hisr 
torian, vrljieh these tfoops brought us was very acceptable ; — 
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yet we almost doubted whether tlie jtincti<»n of so many iaen 
in the midstofavastdesart^ ttiigiit not imreai^e om toi^or^ 
tunes.'^ 



1?H^ HORmBLE: SCENE AT BERESINA, 
We pass over many affecting scenes^ and Gome to what 
took place at Beresina. Two bridges had been constructed, 
^* one for the cari'iages, and the other for the foot soldiers.'' 
About eight o*clock (Nov. 28 j) the bridge for the carnages 
and cavaliy broke down ; the baggage and' artillery then ad- 
! vanced towiards the other bridge and attempted to force a pas- 
sage, 

*^Now began a frightful contention bet\veen the foot soldiers 
and the horsemen. Mapy perished by the hands of their 
conrrades, but a greater number were suffocated at the head 
of the bridge; and the dead bodies of men and hor$cs so 
choaked every avenuGj that it was necessary to climb over 
mountains of carcases to arrive at the river. Some who were 
buried in these-horrible heaps still breathed, and struggling 
with the Agonies of death, criught'hold of those who mounted 
over them 5 but these kicked them with violence to ctis- 
engage themselves, and without remorse tr6d them under 
foot." 

^^ At length the RussiansjHdvauced in a mass. At tlie sight 
of the enem;ip, the artillery, the baggage waggons, the cavalry 
and tliefoot soldiers, all pressed on, contending which should 
pass first. The strongest threw into the river those lyho were 
weaker, and hindered their passage, or unfeelingly tranlpled 
under foot all the sick they found in their way. Many hun- 
dreds were crushed to death by the wheels of the cannon. — 
Thousands and thousands of victims, deprived of all hope, 
threw themselves headlong into the BercsinO; and were lost in 
the wavcs/^" 
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**!The division of Girard aKuie its way by force of anus^ and 
climbing over the mountains of dead bodies, gained the other 
side. The- Russians would soon have followed them, iftliev 
had not hastened to bum the bridge." 

^^ Then tiie unliappy beings on the othear side of thte Beresi- 
na abandoned themselves lo absolute despair. Their destruc* 
tion was now inevitable ; and amidst all their former disasters, 
never were they exposed to, nor can imagination conceive, 
horrors equal to those which encompassed them during that. 
frightful night. The elements let loose, seemed to conspire to 
afflict universal nature, and to <:hastise the ambition and the 
crimes of man. Lamentable cri^s and groans alone marked 
tlie place of these miserable victims." 

" More than 20,000 sick and wounded fell into the hands of 
the enemy. Two hundred pieces of cannon were aban^oneii. 
All the baggage of the two corps which had joined us, wj^ e- 
qually the prey of the conquerors." 

Dec. 4. "Napoleon, terrified by so many disastors, and 
still more so by the fear of his losing his authority in France, 
conceived the idea of abandoning these miserable remans of 
his array. Tortured by that just terror which always pursues 
the despot, he imagined that his allies were eager to dissolve 
th^ comps^ct which had placed them under his iron yoke. — J 
The king of Naples took conimand of the army." At Wilna I 
the soldiers were informed of Napoleon's departure. "What,! 
iaid they among themselves, is it jtlius he abandons those of 
whom he styles himself the father ?— He who^ lavished oui 
blood, is he afraid to die with us ?" 

** The road which we followed presented at every step 
brave officers covered with rags, supported by branches of 
pine, their hair and beards stiffened with ice. These war- 
riors who, a short time before, w^ere the tetror of our enenaies, 
and the conquerors of two thirds of Europe, having now lost 
theh* fine appearance, crav led slowly along, and could scarce- 
ly obtain a look from the soldiers whom they had forxnerly 
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commanded — all who had not strength to march were aban-^ 
doned, When«ver a seedier, overcome with iatigue^ chanceii 
to fall, his next neighbors rushed eagerly i*pon Irim and before 
he *ras dead, robbed him of all he possessed, and even of his 
clothes. Every moment we heard some of these unhappy 
men mp^ out for assistance. I conjure you, by every thing 
which is dear to you, do not abandon me to the enemy ! • In 
the name of humanity, grant the little assistance I ask 5 help 
me to rise / But those who passed, far. , from being moved by 
this touching juayer, regarded him as already dead, and i ra- 
in ediately began to strip him. We then heard him crying 
out, " help ! help! — They murder me ! They murder mef 
Why do }X>u trample upon me ? Why do j^ou snatch from me 
my money and my bread, and take from me even my clothes ! 
If some generous officer did not aiTive in time to deliver them, 
many of these unfortunate beings would be assassinated by 
tlieir comrades.^^ 

^^ The? route was Covered with soldiers, Avho no longer retain- ■ 
ed the human form, and whom the enemy disdained to make 
prisoners. Some had lost tlieir hearing^ others their speech y. 
Und many, by excessive cold and hunger, were reduced to a 
state of frantic stupidity, in which they roasted the dead bo- 
dies of their comrades for, foody or even gnawed their own 
hands and arms / Some were so weak, that, unable to lift a 
piece of wood, or roll a stone towards the fires which tliey had 
kindled, they sat down qu the dead bodies of their comrades, 
and with a haggard countenance steadfastly gazed npon the 
])urning coals. No sooner was the fire extinguished than 
these living spectres, unable to rise, fell by the side of those 
on whom they had sat. We saw many who were absolutely 
insane. To warm their frozen feet, they plunged them naked 
into the middle ojf the fire. Some with a convulsive laugh, 
threw thcmselvca into the. flames and perished m the most 
horrible couvuhimis, and uttciing the most piercing cries 5 — 
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while oilifKs equally insane,, iinmsdtat^ly fallowed them, and 
experienced the same fate." 

Dec. 11. ^'' We were informed by tbose^ who escaped from 
Wilna that the Russians had entered at day break. A crowd 
of generals, colonels and otficers, and more than 20,000 sol- 
-diers, who were detained by weakness, fellinto their hands.'' 

Dec. 12. "Exhausted by long and hajrrassing marches, 
and dying with fatigue, we arrived at KmvnoV 'where the 
wrecks of the different corps were reunited. They encamped 
as usual in the streets, and as we knew that our deplorable sit- 
uation-no longer permitted us to preserve any disciplifle, we 
,gave up to pillage the magazines which were amply stored.— 
immediately clothes, corn and rum were eveiy where seeniu 
^bun4ance. Our quarters -were filled Avith broken casks, and 
^the liquor ^likih "was spilled formed a little sea in the middle 
of the public square. The soldiers drank to excess^ and more 
than 2000 of them, completely intoxicated, slept upon the 
snow. Benumbed with cold, they dl perished." 

" On the morning of tlie 15th of December, out of four 
hundred thousand warriors, who had crossed the Niemen ai 
the opening of the-ca!»paign, scarcely 20,000 tnen repassed it^ 
of whom at least two thiixis had not seentlie Ivreiiilin. Arri- 
ved at the opposite bank, lik« ghosts returned from the inferaal 
Tegions, we fearfully looked beliirid us, and beheld with hor- 
ror the savage countries where weliad sufferedtso mtrch.'' 

Labaume^belonged to the corps commanded byBeaubar- 
nok, the Viceroy of Italy, and lie says," After every research 
we succeeded in collecting about ei^ht hundred wounded, the 
•ttiiserable remahis of 48,000 warriors, all ©f whom had mai'ch- 
^d from Italy to Russia,'" 

" Such were the dreadful calamities wMch annihilated ^a 
jpowerfui nrmy, that had raslfly undertaken the proudest ^ad 
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tiiost useless of all expeditions. If we look into the aimals of 
antiquity we shall find, that never since the days of Cambyses, 
did so numerous an army experience such dreadful reverses. 
Thus were the boastful predictions of Napoleon at the begin- 
ning of the can>paign literally fulfilled, but with this difference, 
that not Russia, but himself, hurried €twai/ by a fatality ^ had 
^accomplished his destiny^^ 



BRIEF REMARKS. 

In the Russian Campaign we have a view of the effects of 
war oii a large scale* It was not a war of " small states in 
dose neighborhood,^' which Lord Kames censured as '^ brutal 
and bloody ;" but it was " a war for glory" between two large 
empires, remote froin each other : — Such a war as his lord- 
'ship styled " the school of every manly virtue," in which 
^^ barbarity gives place to magnanimity, and soldiers are con- 
verted from brutes into heroes." 

Let Christians then reflect on the scenes which have been 
exhibited, and ask themselves, whethef they Avish Me*r chiU 
^fen to be educated in such a " school ;" whether such a school 
is adapted to form disciples of Jesus Christ ; anj^ whether rob- 
hers and pirates were ever chargeable withmofe flagrant vio* 
lations of the principles of reason, religldn And huiJfiafhity, 

Let it not bp said that war in Russia was of a peculiar char- 
acter, that French soldiers are worse thun the soldiers .of 
other jaati((^s, or that Napoleon was the w»rst of all military 
men. " 

A^ars are generally tetrible in proportion to the numbers ac- 
tually engaged. The «amc spirit uniforftily prevails in war. 
Similar scenes 6f havoc and hotter, amilar Outrages and ^is-^ 
tresses, have been witnessed in cfther ^vars, but comriionly btt 
^ smaller scale^ Every waf^ like that in Russia, is on one stde^ 
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or the other a war of aggression. Every war is cafried on by 
violence, rapine and injustice. Th^ innocent, the aged and 
infirm— females old and young, and innocent children, fuj a 
prey to the savagd vengeance of unprincipled officers and sol- 
diers. In thousands of instances the soldiers of other nations 
have conducted as bad, according to their numbers, as the 
French did at Moscow. The people of invaded territories al- 
ways complain of the violence and rapacity of invaders ; and 
never have they been without reason for complaint. The cry 
of" Goths and Vandals !'* has been commonly raised, and 
commonly just.. 

It may indeed be true, that Napoleon has caused the death 
of several millions of his fellow beings; but tliis does not prove 
that he is the worst of military men. He has been more suc- 
cessful than many others, but not more than others have wish- 
ed to be. Ambition for military fame is insatiable and never 
fi^ysj^^ it is enough/^ Any man who will sacrifice a single 
life to his dwn ambition, i^ brother to Cain^ and to Napoleon ; 
«ind any faan who will excite war to advance his own feme of 
wealthy is brother to the highway robber. 

It is proper that ^e should reflect oh the righteous retribu- 
tions of Providence in the Russian Campaign. After the 
French army had wantonly massacred the people of Moscow 
—filling the city with distress, murder and violation — ^and had 
loaded themselves with plunder^ they were compelled to re- 
treat. But the vengeance of God pursued them, overtook 
them^ and overwhelmed them. Those who had without mer- 
cy distressed and destroyed others perished without mercy .^— 
Distressed for food, thegr were compelled to eat their fiahnish- 
'«d horses 5 and what is still more revolting, they fisd on the 
flesh oi*tl3eir famished and dead brethren. The sword^ the f»* 
mine and the frpst, sweeps them off by multitudes, till their ter* 
vific army was reduced to a twentieth part of its original num* 
J!^. 9<iiGh was Uie WrcH'^ lren%y and despairy that they, \ 



"^ Digitized by Google 



Horrors of the Rua9i<m Campaign. 147 

deredone another ; and " thousands and thousands" plunged 
themselves headlong into the Beresina. 

Now, what have the French nation gained by all their warjs 
and conquest sinc^ their violation ? Their wais have been a 
continual source of misery at home, as well as abroad ; and in 
their turn th^y have been inundated, harrassed and distressed 
by foreign troops. Such are the genuine li'uits of the wat* 
spirit and a thirst for military fame. 

The distress of the Russian empire was indeed terrible. — 
But that empire, like others, had been formed by war, and ce- 
inented by blood. In past ages the RussilSis were a ferocious 
and bloody peopte. Their im'asion of Poland and their stor- 
ining of Warsaw, were as unjust and cruel, as the conduct of 
the French towards them. — Similar complaints may be brought 
against all the allied powers. 

The people of Great Britain have a tremendous account ly- 
ing against them. The history for ages is filled with records 
of blood. They have indeed become a powerful nation ; but 
they s^e in the hands of God, as clay is in tlie hands of the 
potter 5 and except they repent and abandon the custom of 
war, their sins will surely find them out. As by war theif 
empire has been widely extended 5 so by war it will probalily 
be diminished and overthrown — unless fliey shall awake to 
righteousness ai>d adopt the path of peace. Above all otlier 
nations they now possess the means of giviiig peace to tho 
world. But if they shall refuse to employ their influence for 
this purpose, their long arrears of blood will probably involve 
them itt f qin. Their pecuniary debt is indeed enormous, but 
it is as nothing compared with their debt of blood. The for* 
mer ra|y be a means of binding thero together for some yeart 
to come ; the latter is a tremendous millstone about the neqk 
of that nation, from which nothing but reformation and divine 
ntorrij can ever rejjeve thenU 
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AN ESTIMATE OF HUMAN SACRIFICES m 
THE RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN. 

'^ Tkeirfeet are swift to ehed blood. Destruction and mist- 
ry are in their %ea7/s i and the troy (^ jjcace iave they not 
knownJ^ Paul. 

If the number of Napoleon's troops >vhich entered Russia 
(luring the campaign host not been much overrated, both by 
the French and the English, it will be a moderate estimate to 
say that 300,000 of this army perished in Russia. 

It is probable tliat the loss on thcpactof the Russians, inclu- 
ding men, women #nd children, was at least two thi^s as 
great as the loss of the French and their allies. Therefore^ the 
whole amount of Airman 9acrt/?c€« in that caippaign maybe 
estimate^ at five hundred thousand victims. 

From the time the French crossed the Niemcn in June, to 
the time the survivors recroissed it in December, was 17 o 
days. Admitting the whole number that perished to be 500,- 
000, the average daily sacrifice was 2,890 ; which amounts 
to 20,230 per week, and moce than 80,000 |ter month. It, 
was equal to 120 every hour, or /tro every minute durhig the 
173 days. 

That we may have a more impressive view of this dreadful 
waste of human life, let the numbers before us be compared 
v.iih the census of the United States in 1810, 

The average daily sacrifice exceeds the whole pop^l^tion 
of Londonden'y in N. il. or Haverhill m Mass. or Windsor in 
Con. or Windsor iu Vermont. 

The average trceA7y «acn/fcc would swallow ug, two «uch 
towns as Providence in Rhodie-Island ; or five such cities as 
Hartford in Connecticut; and excepting 110 persona, U woxild 
be equal to tlie total of Portsmoutli in N. H. Newbui^ort in 
Mass. and Nev%-Haven in Connecticut. ^«. 

The average monthly sacrifice exceeds the total of Boston, 
rrovideiice and Caltiinore, by more than f .000 : or thatotpl 
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of the state of Delaware, bj more thui 1,000 ; or the total of 
the state of Rhode-islanci, by more than 8,000. 

The amount of sacrifice for the 173 days exceeds the whole 
population of Massachusetts proper, by 27,960 :-— The total 
of New-Hampshire and Connecticut, by 23,698 .-—And the 
total of Maryland and &ehiware,by 46,7S0. 

At. the rate human sacrtfiees were offered during the cam- 
paign, the whole population of the United States woukt be 
swallowed up in fourteen years.^ 

Let the reader now pause, reflect, and ask himself thii (ques- 
tion, Dde8 the christian religion require jArJmtifyy or warrant 
emh SAVAGE sacrifices ? . 

^* Thou that teachest another, teachest thou not 

THYSELF ?V Paul. 

One of the avowed objevtspf Foreign Missions, both in. 
Oj^eat Britain and ^he United States, is die abojiitionof 4tii»ait 
sacrijiees ^amng the Pagans. But the Bramins of India may 
defy all the clergy of Cluristendom to name a single custom 
among tht heathen, which is more abominable or nwre anti-- 
christiaiTthan that of public war j or one by whicli more hu- 
man beings are most wantonly and foolishly sacrificed. 

There is not, we may boldly affirm, a single custom among 
the pagans of the east or the west, which is more repugnant to 
the precepts and the spirit of. thf^ christian religion. Nor is. 
thore one error Mhtch iiispUes. more dishonorable and unwor-^ . 
thy conceptHms of our heavenly Father, than to suppose that 
he can be pleased to see Ae professed (bllowers of his Son 
thus wantonly butchering oi^ another. . If God were in very 
deed of such a bipod-thirsty character, that he could udeligbt 
in th%i^ hwnan.sacrijices offered by warring christian^, we . 
^hould'iiave little reason to be concerned about the sanguina- 
ry errors of the pagans. 

^ But are these remarks made -from .a spirit of hestility to Fo- 
reign Missions ? Gob forbid. Blit while we rejoice to see 

ikenevolent exertions in favor of the pagans of India, we wish, 

* "" ■- ' N2.. ; 
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to see more evidence that cbristiaiui are not perfectly blind lo 
the sanguinary error which has so long been papular among 
themselves. 

What ahould we think if a number of Bramin* should be 
sent from India, to e(H)vert us from our custom of offering hu- 
man gacrijLces^ and to preach to us the more excellent way ? — 
Should we not advise them to attempt a reformation at home ? 
Should we hesitate to tell them, that they would stand en 
much fairer ground to convert us, if they cottld show that their 
religioner their efibrta had .effected the abolition of human 
sacrifiee& among thek own people ^ 

Does it m>t behove us to redect on the striking contrast b^ 
tween thosb sacrifices which we wish to abolish among the pa- 
gans^ and those which are offered by christians } It is not 
from a war spii[it that the parent y^ India casts his living child 
into the Ganges ; qt that the widow burns on the funeral pile 
of her deceased husband \ or th^t others prostrate themselves 
to be crushed to death by the idol's car. We may indeed 
justly #plore these delusions^ and attempt their abolition ; 
but as these sacrifices are not made from ill will towards^ fellow 
beings, must they not be far less offensive in the sight of God,, 
than the war sacrifii^s of christian nations ? 

It is also to be considered that the pagans have not had the 
benevolent precepts of the Prince of peace for their, guadeT-^ 
But christians have the word of life^ that requires a temper 
with which it is impossible for them to fight and destroy one 
another. 

How exceedingly blind then mu&t those christians be^ s^bo 
^el a tender concern on account of the human sacrifices oA 
fered by the heathen 5 and yet feel no concern on account 
of a custom among themselves, which i$ far moi^ cnmt^a/ an4 
dangerwui! 

Let us then first cast the beam out of our own eyes, that we 
may see more clearly how to pluck the mote out of the eyes 
pi our pagan brethren^ Let us first reduce our jgospel to }Hra^ 
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lice, and thus prove its extsellency ;^ then we aliall stttnd oiji. 
fair ground to proclaim the glad tidings tp the pagan worl^, 
In this particular it seecns to be very suitable^ tliat our charity 
should*hegin at home; that we should cleanse first that which 
is witliin ourselves. For b it not shocking sthat at the very 
moment we are sending mksionariesto fodiato aholish hum^ 
sacrifices^ our own garments are stained^ and Qur hands reekr 
ing with the hlood of our brethrsen slaih in war ?* 

How would dueilist& appear on* such a mission, who bay.9 
themselves be^ principals^ seconds^^or abettar;^ in murderous 
combats,? and who still retain the sanguinary errors of gen- 
tlemen oi lienor I What christian would not be shocHed to see 
such blindness ? But juat such blindness n^ay be seen, by 
those wha are not themselves. blind, whenever they see. per* 
sons at the same time advocates for war and foreign missions. 
For war and duelling are of the mme nature^ arc supported 
on Uie aanie pnnctp/ieft, and imply tiie same ^irit. They are 
equally hostile to the self-denying, maxims of the gospel, and 
W the temper of him who brought life and inimortality tp 
light. The prtnc^ml difference l^etween the tw0 customs i9 

* It is. n,of believed that those in fav.pp of missions have been 
more in favor of war than other people.. But it is devoutly to 
be wished that their exertions may not only l^e encouraged| 
but made the occasion of convincingvevery class ot christians 
of the ip^portance of doing something at home as well as ar 
broad. This, is, the only object of bringing foreign missions 
to view in this connexion. 

May we not indulge the l^ope that no missionaries wil]^ 
henceforth be sent from tliis. country among the heathen> 
without having their own minds deeply imbued with the jprwi- 
dpks and the spirit of peace? These are the very essence of 
the gospel which they should preach 5 and on, no other sul>. 
ject should they be niore faithfully examined or, more fully 
informed. For whatever o^er qualifications Aey may pos^ 
sess^ without these they will never thoroughly preach the. go** 
pel, hut will be constantly exposed to sel^ontradit^tionv 
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this— war at fHresent is the most popular ; and of course it i& 
more, destructive^ as it is regarded as less icriminal. 

Mr. Clarkson in his history .of ,the abolition of the slave 
trjftde^— while speaking of the committee formed to Bring a- 
bput that event— has the foHowing remark : — " A committee, 
which, laboring afterwgirds with Mr, Wilberforcfe as a parlia- 
mentary bead, did, under Providence, in the space of 20 years, 
contribute to. put an end to a trade which, measuring its mag- 
»itade by. its crimes and su(rerings, was the greatest pn^ical 
evil that ever afflicted the human race." 

Had this celebrated pliilanthropist but seriously- compared 
the slave trade with the custom of war, would it have been 
posnble for him to, have made this representation ? — The . 
slaye trgide was indeed fui enonnous *^ practical evil." It sac- 
rificed human beings and human happiness at a dreadful rate. . 
But war is as unjust, and inhunaan as the slave trade ; it b far 
more extensive in ^^ its crimes and suiTerings.,". and it actually 
destroys a much greater number of lives. As largely as the 
people of Great Britain were concetued in. the slave trade;i^t 
eannot be doubted that the wars of that nation have destroyed 
and afflicted twenty times the number of humaa beings that 
were destroyed aud afflicted by thein in the African com- 
merce. 

Of the tpar trade we may safely afflrm-r-withput fear. p£ its 
be^ng contradicted by future inquiries — ^that it is^ the <* grea^ 
est i)ract,ical evil," that has ever been populaTv an^ong men. — 
"^easuripg its i^a^nitude by iis crimes and sufferings," it is 
th^ grossest delusion, the most dreadful scourge, and the great- 
est curse that ever afflicted the race of Adam. Yet to tbis di- 
abolical ^nd sanguinary monHer the greater portion of the hu- _ 
mfin family pay homage and afford supports . It is true that 
many of tbem pay this homage on the same principle that the 
, Banians worshipped^ the devil— that is, through fear tliat he 
\ would do them mischief. But alas ! how many pay tlm hom- 
Ve in a voluntary manner, and even imagine tjji^ in so doing . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



\ 



Horrors of the Rus^n Campaign, 15^ 

they please the Fa^er of mercies ! By this delusion itb prob« 
uble that more human beings have been sacrificed^ than twic^ 
the present population of the whole world* 

Had all the blood that has been slied ia war been collected 
into one body an4 preserved in a U^uid 6tate> it would hav^ 
composed a sea of no inconsiderate magnitude. But still war 
has its advocates^ not only among Pagans and Mahometans^ 
l>i»t €Ved among, the professed disciples <^the benevolent Mes- 

Nay, have not many mimsters of the Prince of peace — and 
some of the most eminent men for learning and piety — ^been 
so bewildered by the popularity of war, as to lend tlieir names, 
their talents and their influence, to give celebrity to thfa most 
fatal of all delusions ! Have they not in one breath justly ex- 
tolled Christianity, as prohibiting all injustice, revenge and cv- - 
ery Species of cruelty — as requiring of all its votaries the spk 
rit of meekness, forbearance, forgiveness and universal good' 
lyill ? In another breath, have they not justified the custom 
of war, which involves all the vices and criii>es that the gospelc^ 
forbids, and sets at nought every virtue which the gospel re- 
quires ? While on the one hand tiieyhave exhibited the mild 
and benignant character of our Saviour, as worthy of univer- 
sal esteem and imitation ; have they not on the other, eulo-^ 
gized the characters and desti'uctive exploits of military men, 
whose temper and conduct form3d a perfect contrast to what 
they had commended in the Prkice of life ? And of men too., 
who had nothing to recommend them but the display of emin«> 
ent talents in spreading desolation, death and wo among tlielr 
brethren ! 

Can thi^ language of truth gi\^ to this picture of inconsistent^ 
ty a still higher coloring ? Let facts speak for themselves* — 
How iTianjI^tliousands in every christian country — afterhaving 
been to the table of the Lord to commemorate his wonderful 
kve to mankind— have gone to the table of wanton fcstivityj 
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to celebrate victories which have been bbt#iined by the inhit-* 
man slaugliter of thousatids^ for whom the Saviour died ! 

*^ Clirist suffered for iis, leaving us an example, that we 
should FOLLOW HIS STEPS :" But how many have g«ne from 
the memorials of his selMenying benevolence to the field of ^ 
battle^ to show hote bravelt/ they could kill tho$e for- whom he 
iaid down his life ! 

To the reproach of the Israelites in the wilderness it is wri^^ 
ten, " The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to 
play.** May.it not with equal truth be written of thousands 
of professed christians, " Tiie people sat down to eat and to 
drink'* the memorials of redeeming love, "and rose up to'^ 

PIOHT ! 

To what part of the pagan world shall we look for delusions 
more awful than these ? Have such cln-istians regarded the 
temper with which the Saviour died for us, as an exatnpk for 
them to imitate ? Does it not appear more probable that they 
considered his blood as shed to procure a license for his follow- 
ers to slaughter one another with impunity ! 

But I must forbear. Enough, enovghy has been brought to 
view to fill every feeling christian with amazement and gtief. 
Let it not however be imagined that these remarks have been 
made, to cast reproach on Christianity, or its friends. This is 
not their object ; and Christianity is no more answerable for 
the wars of christians, than the laws of the state are for the in- 
stances of robbery and murder, by which they are violated) — 
The object has been to lead all christians to reflect on the aw- 
fld apostacy from christian principles, and to awaken in all a 
spirit of inquiry and reformation. 

Most certainly it has been an unpleasant task thus to expose 
the inconsistencies of christians^ and to make such compari* 
sons between their delusions and those of the heathen. But 
the palpable darkness relating to war, which has for ages overw 
spread the cliristian world, and the strong prepossessions 
tybiclj still exist in its favor, bare rendered it needful to $trip 
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the custom of its delusive glorias^ and to display its miBes and 
horrors in the clearest light. ^ 

Those who now read the history of the times, called ^^ The 
dark ages,'' are astonished at the blindness which then jpre- 
vailed. But let it no longer be supposed that the dark ages 
have terramated, or tliat they ever will close, so long as the 
most dreadful of all delusions ]:etains its popularity in Chris- 
tendom. So long as the predominant influence in Christen- 
dom shall be in favor of war, " darkness will cover the earth, 
and grt)ss darkness the people." 

Future generations will be astonished at the blindness of 
those christians who now call themselves a reformed an4 en^ 
lightened people 5 while, like savages, they encourage war and 
shed each other's blood. Will they not also be amazed to 
read the reproaches cast on the ancient heathen for tl^eir 
*^ hecatombs of oxen" sacrificed to blood-thirsty deities, while 
^mong ourselves a custom is pqpular, by which not merely 
oxen, but human victims, are sacrificed by hecatosibs, by 
THOUSANDS, and even by myriads I 



-" My ear :8 pain'd, 



^ soul is sick with every day's report 
C)£jtfong- and outrage wkh which earth is liUed., 
Thl^is no fiesih in man's obduinle heart, 
^t does not feel for man,— 
Then what is man ? And what man seeing^ thla^ 
A nd having human feelings, does not blush 
And hang his head, to think himself a man. 

COWFSR. 



QN ESTIMATINO THE CHARACTERS OF MEN WHO 
4IAVE BEEN CpNCfiRNED IN SANGUINARY CUS- 

In forming an estimate of a human character, whether an- 
cient Qr modem, some respect should be had to the age and 
counlfy iu which h» lived, to the light that then and ther^ pre* 
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mailed) to the opinions and customs wbiek he was taught to re* 
gafd as sacred or popidar, to the situations in \yhich be Was 
called to act, and to the advantages or the disadvantaged 
irhtch attended him in respect to obtaining coiTect ideas^ or of 
rising above popular errors or delusions. 

Something like what has now been stated^ has long been 
my prevailing opinion. In this opinion I have been more and 
more confirmed, and the importance of it I have more and 
-more felt in consequence of reflecting on the subject of war, 
«nd on the evidence which exists, that many, who in othet 
respects are to be numbered among the most pious, benevo* 
lent, learned and useful men, have been so carried away by 
the current of popular delusion, as to be directly or indirectly 
supporters of the most destructive of all sanguinary customs. 

if all who have been abettors of the injustice, the cruelties^ 
the robberies, the homicides and the murders, committied in 
war, were to be struck from the list of good men 5 howfeUf of 
our ancestors or of our cotemporaries would find their names 
in the book of life I 

To censufe an opinion or a custom as hostile to Christianity, 
is one things to censure all as ungodly men who have been its 
advocates, or who have been deluded by it, is anMlA', The 
former I own I have dotie with great plainness, ^Bff perhaps 
with some severity 5 the tatter is a fault which I hope wiiLpev- 
er be found in any writings which mayjustly be imputea to 
me. 

The principle wjiich has now been avowed, seems to have 
been adopted by many persons^ of different sects, in speaking 
of some who Hved in the ages of persecution i and those who 
are now most averse to adopting it, will perhaps, in a future 
day, be found to n^ed its candor as much as other people. 

To prove that an opinion is erroneous, or that a custom is 
pernicious and inhuman, it is by no means necessary to prdve 
or to insinuate, that all who have been thus misled have Been 
destitute of pie^y or goodnedS." Every man^ whether goSd or 
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bad, is liable lo be influenced by "the customs of the age and 
coumry in which lie receives his education. 

«< How custom steels the human breast. 

To deeds which nature's thoughts detest! 

fiow cirstom consecrates to fame, 

What reason else would ^ivp to shame." 
;' John Scoi>. 

A SOLE>LN APPEAL TO THE CONSCIENCES OF 
PROFESSED CHRISTIANS. 

^* The prudent man foreseeth the evil and hideth himfeff; 
but the„§imple pass on and are punishedJ^ SolomoiK 
My Brethren^ 

In ¥iew of the crimes and horrors of the Russian campaign^ 
buffer an appeal to your consciences and feelings; as to profess 
sed dijciples of Hiin who loved us; and who died the just for 
the unjust, 'that he might bring us to Grotl. 

First, On the supposition that we had made no pf ofessioti 
of regard to the Saviour of men, on what possible ground could 
we justify the horrible carnage and desolation made by war ? 
^/an they be justified on the principles of reason and hutnaiii*' 
ty ? If men may be justified in such conduct one towiurds an- 
other, wh#yiould we attempt to support any distinction be- 
ttveen rignt and wrong, or vfatue and vice ? Was there ever 
conduct more imjust and inhuman, or scenes mor<& revolting to 
a benevolent mind, than those witnessed in the wars of cluis^ 
cian ^nations ? 

Secondly. We are professedly the disciptes of the Princh 
^F Pbace. Aow is it possible to ireconcile the crimes of wal* 
to his precepts or his example ? Has he not expred^y said td 
his foUoi^ers, " Love your enemies ;^' " Forgive and ye shall 
ibe forgiven 5" — ^^ learn of me; for I am meek mA lowly of 
"heart ?'^ And did he not loVe his enemies ? Did he not pray 
ifor them with his during breath ? Has he left us any (example 
%hi<ih in the least degree justifies or cotmtenances the war 
spirit 4» Po charistians learn of him to make war on each other, 

O 

% . 
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Brto revenge the injuries tbey receive ? He went about idotng 
good. Is the same mind m diose who, as Toariog iions, go a- 
bout seeking whom they may devour? Is it possible to form 
in our own minds a more perfect contrast, than is to he seen 
between the spirit of our Saviour and the spirit of war, violence 
and revenge ? The moral nature o£ war is the saine, wHfetiier 
it be carried on by Frenchmen, Russians, Englishmen or A- 
mencans. It is the same, whether it be carried <>n by Chris- 
tians, Mahometans, Pagans or Devils. It is the reverse of that 
spirit which is required of us, and not less so when men are 
led on to this work of destruction by an emperor or a king, 
than ^vhen they are led by the captain of a band of robbers^ 
for an emperor or a king has no more right to make war on 
his fellow creatures, than any other man. Barbarossa had as 
go^ a right to make^ar on his fellow men, wiien as a pirate 
he infested the seas, as he had when he became king of Al- 
giers. Nor was he less a murderer when he made war as a 
kihg, than when he made war as a captain <of a puratical band. 

As it is absolutely impossible to make war in obedience to 
the jnrecepts of Christ, or in conformity to tiis example, shall 
we who profess to be his friends and disciples, any longer coun- 
tenance a custom which cannot possibly exist bu^|^|^nhuman- 
Ity, injustice, revenge, 'Violence and murder?* 
' Shall we any longer hnagine that oar religion can justify, or 
t>ur safety require, the eontituance of a custom which thus de- 
ludes and destroys mankind ; which exposes the people of e^^- 
ery country to the aiost distressing calamities, and which has 
converted Christendom into a vast slaughterhouse for ^human 
butchery ? 

Is it not an undeniable mith, that the greater the Amber is 
in any nation^ who are of b Pacific character—- and who are in 

* I use Ibe word tnitnder in relation lo war, because each of ihe pw> 
lies ia war very justly apply it to the conduct of the other. Labaiune 
applies it even to the conduct of theasttiy to Wiilch hei»elen£e4, and 
th«jjt 100 with perfeet proprietf* 
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temper and principle opposed to war — the greater is the safe- 
ty c^ that community^ and of the individuals of which it is 
composed ? On the contrary, is it not equally evident, tiiat the 
more tliere are in any community who indulge and cultivate 
a passion for war, the greater is the danger? So long as th& 
custom of war shall be popular, and the: passion fo£war*shaU; 
he considered as honorable,, solong it will be in thepower. o£ 
ambitious, men to distuih the.peaoe of the world. 

Third. What, my brethren^^s otir nation to^xpect if the 
popularity of war shall be continued I Our numbers are rap^ 
idly inorea»iog^ and probably^ it will not be fifty years, perliap^ 
not ten,.beft)re there will be a convulsion in the United States^ 
and one part of the citizens armed against the other fof mutual 
havoc and destruction* Party^ spirit already exists in the land 
— This is ever 4^f a jealous and delusive nature. Those who 
axe under it» influence are not very apt to study the things 
that make for peace, nor very slow to invent pretexts foE vio-^ 
lent measures.. 

Should thfBre be a rupture in these stales, the miseriejs and 
desolations of the Russian campaign will probably be fbrgotten^ 
in the contemplation of still more distressing scenes in our own 
country. The horeors of Sfnolensko, Borodmo, Moscow and 
Beresina,.may be repeated in oiur land. The conflagration of 
our cities may aOord. light for massacreing the helpless inhabit 
tsmts--*-for the ^undering of proper^ — for the discovery of fe- 
males- who shall fall victims^ ta the brutal lusts^ of ferocious offi- 
cers and soldiers. Those inhabitants who may escape the 
sword, may perish by famine, or be compelled by hunger to 
roast and eat the dead bodies of their brethren. The progress. 
oCthe successful army may be marked by the most shocking 
9cene»of devastation, misery and blood. Extensive fields of 
battle.may be covered with the dead bodies of our children, 
our grand children and friends. The highways and passes of 
jrivers may present huge heaps of corpses, piled one upon an- 
other. The dead, the wounded, the sick and the dying may 
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be promiscu&usl^^ troddeiTunder foot foy beasts and ipeii; and 
crushed by the wheek of cannon and otlier carriages. Andr 
tjte whole land may be filled with mourning, lamentation and 
wo. 

In refbrence to such a day tlie words of Moses to the pee^ 
pie of Israel may be applied : <^The Loid sbdil give thee 
there a trembling heart and faOing of eyes, and sdnrovr of 
. mind. And thy life shall hang In doubt, and thou shalt fear 
day and night, and shalt Have «o assurance of thy life. In the 
morning thou iihalt say, Would God it were evening ! and in 
the evening,. Would God it were morning ! for the fear of 
thine heart which tjioa shalt fear, and for the «igHt of thine 
eyes which tiiou shalt see.*' 

Then at the close of a long and Woody war, the surviving 
inhabitants of the land may find themselves in a sfeven fold 
worse situation than eiiiier party ^yas at the commencement of 
ilic war — excepting a few successful chiefs, who shallji^ve en- 
riclied themselves by the spoils of their murdered brethren. — 
But these chitfs will probably claim to be honored as the sa- 
viours of tlie country, which they have desol«ited sHid -di^ssfed 
ia mor.rni ng. The aged parent, w^hose sons, have been musr 
sacred and whose daughters have been violated — the poor 
widow, who has lesfeboth her husband and her sons — and the 
orphan^ wlio ims been bereaved • of father and mother may 
have to poy homage and tribute to a setpf unfeeling, bleed 
tliirsty tyrants, whose hearts shall have been steeled by serving 
an apprenticeship in the work of destroying their fellow men. 

Should such a convulsion taSe place, multitudes who have 
lived together as brethren and friends, who have worshipped 
toge^ierin the same house, and united in commemorating thi^ 
sufferings of a benevolent Saviour, will probably become tlie 
)nurderers of each otlicr. Thousr^ntls ai^d thousands who ai^e 
now the advocates oi" war, may perish in the most terrible 
manner, by the very custom which they up lioid. By tho 
same custonuheir children, who shall siir-vive thcdesolutiunsoi; 
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war, mil}- be reducetl to the most degrading servitude 5 while 
soma who now sustain good diaracters may - become 
the hardened wretches who^shall riot on the spoils of the slain, 
and rule the land as ferocious. tyrants^ 

Say not, my brethren, that such scenes in our- countiry are? 
beyond the bounds of possibility. They are not only possible^ 
but very probahk, on the supposttion that the spirit of party 
and of war shall continue to be cultivated among us. And 
alas! how righteous will be such a retribution in regard to 
those of us who so far. depart from the precepts of our religion, 
atid the example of our Lord, as to give sypport to the popu-* 
larity of wiir! If £iny of us should countenance highway, rob- 
bery, would it be unrighteous with God to suffer us to fall vic- 
tims to the custom we had approved ? But war is in every res^- 
pect as repugnant to the spirit of the gospel^ as highway pob- 
uery.; and it is as much worse, as it is more delusive and^fatal. 

Do your feelings revolt at the thought of having the horror* 
6i the Russian campaign repeated in our country ? Why then 
will any of you lend" your influence in support of a custom 
^vh^h naturally involves such' scenes of guilt and wo ? Why 
AvHlyoiiapplaudther^isedg of deluded and bloody men, and 
thus teach your children' to esteem as honorable, successful vi— 
olcnee, robbery aad madislaughtei: ? Let a proper abhoiTence 
of the guilty custom be excited,' and its havoc and its horrors 
wiil cease* 

It is not, however^ wished that you should treat military- 
men with contempt or disrespect? .This is not the way to con-^ 
▼ince men of error, but the direct way to inflame their pas-.> 
wbns, to coufirm their prejudices, and to* close their eyes a- ' 
gainst the iight.^ Let jouc own minds be imbued with the spir- . 
it of the gospel, l<it our conversation in* » aH respects comport ' 
with its benevolent precepts, let us- treat military men with 
that respect and tenderness whieh becomes us as. christians ; 
and then we may hope for access to their imderstandings and> 
tiieir hearts.. Many of tbem perhaps will rejoice ix^being coi^p- 
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vinced of th^ir error, and cordially unite theii? efforts to extend 
the light and to open the eyes of others. : , 

Shall it be imagined that the day of evil can be avoided by 
powerful armaments and a pa9slon for military fame ? -Are 
these the means^ of peace and safety ? Are they not the laean^ 
of war and danger? Let the history of nations, ancient mwD 
modern, answer tire questions, and will it not say, that such 
means have hitherto operated as provocatiom and incentioef 
to actual hostilities ? 

According to what we sow we may expect to reap. If we 
sow the seeds and cultivate the spirit of war,.the horrifeje fruits 
of war will be our harvest. But if we sow the seed» of peace 
and cultivate the spirit of the gospel, we may expect the fruits^ 
of peace in this world, and the blesse(lnes8 of peace makers in: 
the world to come. 

God has graciously given us an interval of peace, an oppor^ 
tunity for reflection and exertion. Shall we conduct as.thoiight 
nothing were incumbent on us but to prepare for. future wars, 
future devotion to Mahometan principles, and future sucrifice? 
of human victims ? Or shall we, as becomes christians, attend 
to the things which belong to our own peace, to the peace <£ 
our children, and the peace of the world ? 

By what doctrine is Christianity more distinguished fxtxaot 
Mahometans, than by that of "peace on baiH^h, and goob^ 
WILL TO MEN ?" By what precepts is it more. distinguished, than 
by those which enjoin the %)^mt oiJmmiUty^meeknetn^farhmit^ 
ancey forgiveness and love to enemies? Shall then the ambas* 
sadors of Christ forbear to inculcate^, in its full extent, tlie dk» 
tinguishlng spirit of the religion they profess? Shall they ij» 
any manner support a custon^ which cannot exist for a mo- 
ment but by a dircct violation of gospel principles? Shall 
they suffer their hearers to be so deluded, as to think they are 
following the Messiah, whil^ in fact they are fc^lowing Ma^ 
homet? 

Shall christian parents, neglect to teach thcaor children the 
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radical difierence between the spitit of tjie gosi^elaud tlie spi- 
rit of war ? And shall the want of ^^eliiy on the part of m\u» 
isters and parents^'isxposeaur eoimtry to tlie desolattons, tU» 
crimes and the horrors of a RiYSsian campaign! At whose 

HANDS THEN WILL- THE BEOODB^E REQUtREl>? 

To avoid gaile so awfid and calamities so distressing^ shall 
not christian* of every imme lay aside all party bitterness and 
alien&jt]OB,^»bQrdinate every inferior topic and; consideration^ 
and unite as brethren,, as children of the same mejreiftil Father,, 
and as disciples of the benevolent Prince of peace ? Let us o* 
bey the affectionate exhortation of the Apostle ;-«-" Put on 
therefore, as the etect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
merc^S; hun:ybleness.of mind, meekness, long suffering— for- 
bearing one another anti forgiving one an^other. If any manr 
have a quarrel against any, even as God foi^ ChvistVsake for- 
gave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on? 
charity^ which is the bond .of pe'riectness, andiet the peacb ow 

la ^s way more-mightbe done ia one year to pron^>te tjie 
cause of real religion, to advan6e and stecure, ^e happiness of 
our country^ ^an has- ever yet been (feme in the course ojf a 
eentory 5 and nuMje. than ever will be done by the spirit of con- 
tention an4 the most fojrmidable preparations for War. In this 
way cltristiafiity would, appear in^ its true light; the reproaebr. 
of its beiiig of a sanguinary, character would be re^ 
moved ^ the dai|bts. of maay unbelievers would be solved ; our 
children woidd be trained up in the way they should go ; God 
would falesa and pcotie^ct^us^ and peace, and^salvation, would iilt 
tke laadi . , 

•« 'Twere w«U, could you permit the world to X\y^ 
As the world pleases. Whsit's the world to you ?*'^ 

Answer*^ 
"Much. I was born of Woman— •—«■ 

I I Nor Can I rest 
A silent witness of the headlong rage t 
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•♦ " - 

Of I.ecdicss iblly, by which tliovisanUs die, 

Bone of my bobe, aud ktmh*Qd -souls to roiiie.**^ 

COWPBR. 



A MEM(^RABtE AND AFFECTLXacaNTRAST. 

In two former publications.. sorueof the fact* wej'c briefly 
stilted whicli are now to 1)3 more fully exiiibitedi This ac--- 
count will be abridged from the writings of. Mr. Clarksonj.. 
whose cfibrtsinthe cause of Irumanity wiil.longberemenyaer- 
ed -with gratitude. 

" I apprehend, says ]\!r. Clftrksoii, that- men asibrocioUs as. 
{'.tiy recorded in hi&torv, were those found hi America^ when 
that continent was-<liscoveved. We hear nothii^ of Afstcans, 
or of Asiatics, which would induce us to suppose, thatlhey. 
were as wild and barbarous as these. I shall therefore take 
tltese for an example, and show by the opposite conduct of 
two different communities towards them, that it Tests with 
men to Uvepeaceablyvonnot,.^«4hey cuKivate the disposition 
to do it, Of as they, follow* the^olicyoftlie-gospeliaprefereiice 
to the policy oC the world.' 

^^ When- the EftglisJi, Dutch, atid others began to «p^pie 
Araerioa, thsey purchased land of tJie natives. . Rut when they 
went to that -continent];^. tkeywent^with^ the notionS'Of worldly 
policy, and did nc^take with them : the ChrisliaB wisdom of « 
the unlawfulness of war. They acted on the system«of prepa* 
ration, because there might be danger. They never settled 
without paliaadoes and' a fort.^ They^ kept* nighfly watches, 
though . unmolested. They were, in short, in the nudst.aC 
war, though no^ injury had been offered . tbeni by the natives, 
and thou^lf professedly in the midst of peace** 

** In the peopling of Connecti<*ut it was ordered by an En— i 
l^ish court, held at Dorchester on the 7tli day of June 1736^ 
that every town should keep a watch and be well suj^lied* 
with . ammttnition* Tb^vt . circamstanjses wees such .that, it 
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I ■ 
was judged necessary tbat every man should be a soldier*'' 
, TrumbuWs Histwri/ ofCttn.p, 56. 

" Previous to tlie otder of thef court at Dorchester^ some ot 
the settlers had been ktSed by the natives. The provocation 
which the natives received is not ntentiqned. But it was. 
probaUy provocation enough to savage Indians, to see people 
setde in their country with all the stgn» and symptoms of 
war. They could see that these settlers had at least no ob^ 
jection to the use of arms ; that these arms could never be in* 
tended but against other persons, and there were no other per- 
sons but themselves. Judghig therefore by outward circum- 
stances^ they could' draw no inference of a peaceable disposi- 
tion in their new neighbors. 

'^ War soon followed. The Pequots were attacked. Pris- 
oners wefe mside on both sides. The Indians treated barba- 
rously those who fell into their hands 5 for on the capture of 
their own countrymen they did not see any better usage on. 
the part of the settlers themselves.. - 

"f Though/ says Trumbull, ^ the first planters of New Eng* 
land were men of eminent piety and strict morals, y^6t like other 
good ' 9ieh they were subject to misconception and the inli- 
ence of passion. Their bek -jading sachems whom they took in 
yvur/kiliing the male captives and enslaving the wojnen and 
children^ was treating them with a severity > wliicft, on the her* 
nevolent principles of Christianity it wiilbp diiUpuk to justiAv 
Ibid. p. U2* 

^' After this treatment, war followed warj As other settle- 
ments were n^itde on the same principles, war fell to their por- 
tion Hkewiae. And the whole, history of the settlements of 
America, where these principles were followed, is full of the 
iKars between the settlors ^nA the Indians, which ha^e contin*^ 
ued more or less nearly up to the present day. ^ 

A 
KOV*: J5i5nCX4l> TTiE CO!<Tr»AfT ! • ' ' 4 ' 

''* B'^U wicU^iy (liffin'QiU Vissthc sittt.i)tioii oftlip st^ttlcrs ifBfHs^'.* 
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Williain Penn, They- bad to 4ealwidi the same- savage lo-^ 
dians as th& other settlers. They had the same fury to guard 
agaiast^andrwere in a sitaatiion much more-exposed ; fcnr they 
had neither sword nor musket, palisadoncHr'fort. — ^They adop- 
ted the policy of the. gosgel ixistead of the policy of the world* 
They judged it neither necessary to wtt^chnor te^be provided 
with.ammmiition^.nortO' become soldiers. They spoke the 
language of peace^ to the m^ives^and prav## the sincerity o£ 
their lai^age by ocmtinukig in a d^eneeless conttionw— 
Th^ held out also that aU wars wereunb^ful, and that 
whatever injuries were offered them, they would sooner bear 
tbem, than gratify the principles of revenge. 

^^^ It is quite needless to go faorth^ into the system of this, 
venecable founder of Pennsylvania. But it may be observed, 
that no quaker e^tiers, when, known to besucky were iSOedj and 
whatever attacks were made upon the possessors of ianHs in 
their neighborhood, none was ever made upon those who set- 
tled on the lands purchased by William iPemi. 

^^ It may not be improper to observe farther, that the har^ 
montous intercourse between the Quakers and the Indians con^ 
tinues uninterrupted to the present day. In matters of great 
and public concern, it has been usual with the Indians to send 
deputies to the Quakers for advice, and the former have ever 
been persuaded by the latter to relinquish wars, which they 
had in contemplation to undertake. It is also usual for some 
of tliese to send their children to the Quakers for education,. 

** These facts, when contrasted, speak for th^aselves.. A 
cabinet of Quaker ministers, acting on the policy of the gos* 
p^l, has'been seated in the heart of a savc^i^e and warlike na- 
tion^ and peace has ever been kept with them. A cabmet' of 
otlier settlers^ acting on the policy of the world, has. been 
seated in the heart of natk>us <^ a similar deacriptiou^ and they 
have almost constantly been embroiled in wars*'^ 
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Portrmimrey vol. Ip. fit>m p. 81 to 87* 
In view of this contrast Mr. Clarkson lias^-sbine just and ^- 
cible -remarks ; a few of which will be quoted :*— 

*^ If Christian policy has had its inflaenee upfm baribarians, 
k would be ItbeMous to say^ that it would not have its inllu** 
enoe upon those who profess to be christians. Let us then, 
from jthe instances which have been now recited, deprecate 
the necessity of wars. Let us not think so meanly of the 
Ohristian religion us that it does nut farbidy nor so meanly of 
its power, as 'that it is not able to prevent their continuance." 
p. 87* • 

" If the cabinet of any one powerful nation were to act up- 
on the noble principle of relinquishing war, why should we 
^liink the t>ther cabinets so lost to all good feelings, as not to 
respect its virtues ? Let us abandon this thought ^ for the 
supposition of a contrary sentiment wonld make them worse 
than die savages I have mentioned. ' 

'^ Let us then cherish the fond hope thsrt human anhsosities 
are not to be eternal ; and that man is not always to be made 
a tiger lo man. Let us hope that the government of some 
one nation will set the example of a total dereliction of wars^ 
And let us all in our respective situation precede the anticipa- 
ted blessing, by holding ocft the necessity of th» subjugation 
ofthe passions, and by inculcating the doctrine of universal 
benevolence to man." p. 94. 

To the remarks of Mr. Clarkson a few words may be sub* 
joined ; and tlie whole will be submitted to the conscience of 
every reflecting Christian. 

In the contrast bef<Mre us, we behold courage and heroism of 
two different kinds. On the one hand we see — surrounded 
by ferocious savages, a class of men assuming the most hostile 
attitude, armed with weapons of death, quick to resent, ready 
to fight and brave in battle — ^bnt ever on the watch byda;^ 
and by night, and frequently in a state of alaim^ anxiety, or 
hostility.. On the other hand we tee^'^^uiToundcd in like 
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manner by blood thirsty savages — ^another class of men, as 
sheep among wolves^ without arms^ or any hostile prepara- 
tions, openly avowing principles which forbid them to kill 
even in self-defence ; yet, placing their hope in God, and in 
the ulfluence of their pacific spirit, they pursue by day their 
lawful occupations without anxiety, and by night they sleep 
without sentinels and without alarm. 

Now which of these two classes of men displayed the most 
undaunted fortitude and genuuie heroism ? and which bore 
the greatest resemblance to the Prince of peace ? 

Cue man is so perpetually in f^ar'ef being killed oc rob- 
bed, that lie always goes armed with pistole and a long knife. 
Another, who is exposed to the same external dangers, calmly 
pursues his business^ without any weapon of deatli for his de- 
fence : — Which' of these is> the greatest coward? And which 
of them walks even as Christ walked ? 

A proper answer to these questions will probably lea^ to 
this conclusion, that.it i$ rather-sinful cowardice thandbtistian 
fortitude, which induces men Warm themselves one agamst 
^unother. 
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FRIEND OF PEACE^ 

Reasons for believing that efforts fo^ 
tme abolition of war WItL 

NOT BE IN VAIN. 



INTROIWCTI«N ANi». PftSLIMINAtt¥ BJBMAilKS. 

'%Vhen an object is proposed, which dppiears benevolent, &c- ' 
^sirable an^ of vast magnitude, the question immediately oc^ 
ciirs-T-Js it nttatrit^e 9 Is "thelre any probability 'that human 
exertions for its accomplishment will be crown^cl *\^A|^ic- 
cess? ^ Jm 

It has beeh'di&tiifictty represented to'the wrltfilr of this ^&k, 
"tliat people in general whohaVe tea&'the *< Solemn Review" 
and the preceding Nuiilbers of tlre^ftend of Peace, are very 
ready to admit the correctness-of the sentJhients, as to the in- 
humanity, injustice aitd the anticliristian nature Of war ; and 
the pernicious, uncertaintind dreadful chara<5tei- of the custom, 
considered as a nietb63 of securlrfg rights, Ofifif obtaining re- 
dress foV Vrorrgs. It is also admitted jthaf the ibolkion ^f war 
^vould be a^btenfevdlerh alid 'glorioos o>rjeCt of ptfrsuh, if there ' 
were any satisfactory 'reasons for supposing, thsit exertions 
would be of any avail. But to msitiy, it is said, the project ap* 
pears of a desperate arid tTtbpiata cljaradter — as Tiopeless, as 
would be an attettipt to abcAish disease anS death. It lias 
therefore been requested 6ttne,^o Stftte more fuBy the reasons 
tor believing that efforts for'the abolition of var will hot be-in 
vain. 

On this ptfinf sevigtai things have b6eh suggested in the ^'- So- 
le liiii Review'^ and in the second Numibei: of this work; yfet as 
this seems to be the only point Which labors in the ttiin^S^of 

P 
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many, it may be useful to give it a more ample discussion. I 
must however request the reader's attention to the following 
preliminary remarks : — 

L In all that will be said dh the probabjlity of success, or the 
titility of human exertions^ this idea is to be constantly under- 
stood, — that " Except the Lord build the l^ouse, they labor in 
vain who build it ;" and " Except the Lord keep the city the 
watchman waketh but in vain." For no idea is entertained 
by me, that human exertions can be, of any avail for the aboli- 
tion of war, but by the blessing an energy of God. Yet I be- 
lieve, that he " Who wo()ceth all things according to the^coun- 
«el of his own will," makes use of humai\agents for the accora^ 
plishment of his beutvolent designs* 

XL It is not imagined, that the abolition of war is to be tVi' 
stantju^pusly effected. It must probably require many years, 
and|P|%aps several ages, of faithful and persevering exertions, 
to accomplish in full the object propc^d. Those who are now 
engaged in the work may have rested from their labors long 
before the glorious event will take place. But the seed, whicli 
they shall have sown, may spring up, and yield a rich harvest 
of blessings to their posterity. 

III. All who are convinced of the truth of what has been 
published on the^crimes and miseries of war, should consider, 
that upossibiliti/ of success must confer an obligation on thenij 
to do what they can for its abolition. If a, man is already con- 
^ incod, that war has its very existence in ««», ^d that its genu- 
ine fruits are desolatioii and misery, how can he rest contented, 
to see such a custom idolized by his feli^w meh^ as necessary, 
justifiable and glorious.] * / 

IV. Let it be remembered) that the charge of a" chimerical 
project," or " Utopian scheme,^ has been uniformly made a- 
gainst the fust efforts for the abolition of any popular custom; 
yet many such attempts have succeeded, to tlie astonishmeBt 
and joy of those who once rt^garded them as fit subjects of rid- 
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iciile. There was a time when the present modes of treating 
a fever or tlie smaU pox would have been regarded as little 
better than attempts to murder the diseased. 

On this point I would solicit the reader's attention to soma 
extracts f»un a letter of Dr. Rush, to George Ciymer, Esq. 
^^ OQ Ae amusements andl punishments proper for schools/' 

'^ I know," says the Dr. ^^ how apt mankind are to brand ev* 
ery proposition for innovation, as visionary and IJtopian. But 
good men should not be discouraged by such epithets, from 
their attempts to combat. v{ce and error. Tliere never w;asan 
improvement in any art or science, nor a proposal for metiora- 
ting the conoition of man, in any age or country, that has not 
been considered in the light of what has been called an Utajn- 
1 091 scheme. , f. • . 

' *' The application of the magnet to navigation, and«0Mtai 
to mechanical purposes, have both been branded as Ut^an 
projects. The great idea of Columbus, of exploring a new 
world, was long viewed in most of the courts of Europe, as the 
dreamof a visionary sailor. — 

'•' You and I recollect the time when the abolition of negro 
slavery in our state — as also when the independence of the U- 
nifed States, and the present wise and happy confederation of 
our republics,*were. all considered by many of our sober, pru- 
dent men, as subjects of an Utopian nature. 

**' For the benefit of those persons who consider opinions as 
improved, like certain liquors, by time ; tmd who are opposed 
to innovations, only because they did npt occur to our ances- 
tors ; I shall conclude my letter with an anecdote of a minister 
hi London, who after employing a long sermon, in contg)vert- 
mg what he supposed to be an heretical opinion, concluded it 
with the following words : — ^ I tell you, I tell you, my breth- 
ren, I tell you again, tliat «n old error is better than a new 
trutV^ 

Such has been the pernicious influence of prepossession in 
every age ; and yet how many of the present time are unwil- 
ling to learn either wisdom or caution, by the manifest mis- 
takes and imprudences of their ancestors. Had there been no 
improvements made in human opinions and customs, in oppo- 
sition to the cry of heresy and Utopian projects, the present 
inhabitants af Great Britain and of the United States would 
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have been hoth^agOM ^md tavagcM.. Hap]^ would be there* 
suit, if these finqug^siicmable facts should have so much infTor 
ence as to dispose people ui futUTe,^^^ to, eabandne impartial' 
l^y andf then judge. * , • 

Having made these pr^linrinaiy remarks^ LshallnawBtatf 
some o£ the ceasons which have led me to believe that we3 
conducted efibcts for. the abolition of war. will be useful.. 

FmST REASON^ 

Many customs, which were once popular, have been abol- 
&hed. 

There was a time when men could acquire renown by be- 
fng forward to detect, expose and burn reputed heretics. Bat 
noYt'sufh conduct appears antichristian, conteoiptible and 
miipderous. 

There was a time when, it was. thought to be a glorious 
thing to propagate the gospel by the sword ; and to murder- 
one part of a p*agan people, to compel the other to be bapti- 
zed, und to profess a religion of which they were totally igno- | 
rant. Pronssed^Tiinisters of the. cliristian religion could ac- 
quire glory, by nmrcliing at the head of. an army, with tlie 
,fOspei of peace iii one hand, and the siDord ofwm- in the oth- 
er 5 and i (the 6 word^ proved successful,, the conquest was re- 
.c;ardrd a? u triumph of the cross. Such a minister at tliis day 
t\ould ])c ix^urded as a uad-man ! ,. 

Biiriijg tAvo.cenUiiinSj tlie-rukrs fu>d the clergy of"-Eurape 
f.erc as raving tis the residents of B<MlIam, with the Ct^usade 
fever. The impious expeditions against the Mahometans as 
infidels, were dignified by the name of* hal^ wars i" ^nd to 
engage in them was deemed the most certain road to heaven. 
Under the influence of this spirit of infatuation, millions of 
Europeans rushed into Asia and fo,und tl^eir graves ; and 
millions of the people of Asia perished by the hands of the.se 
(Jeluded fanatics^^ or Christian bJirbavicns. 

TUq c^^cm of rirU-ate wars^ among tl:f nolilf Jncn of F»> 
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rope, undetr^lfe feudal sjrstem, was once so prevalent thafit 
threatened the depopulation of the country ; and it was con- 
tiiMied so long, that it was regarded by the barons a^a nature 
ni right. The first attempts to abolish tiie custom were re- 
sisted, as attempts to infringe their natural rights. ♦ But at 
-Jenglh the custem became so fatal and so distressing, that 
the bj^rons themsselves were induced to form an association to 
abolish it, by refemng their disputes to the majority of the as- 
sociates. • , H 

The judicial combat was also a popular custom in former 
ages, and ii swept off deluded mortals at a dreadful rate. 

Killing captives taken in war,, or reducing them, te slavery, 
was for ages a general custom. It W4i3 also a custom among 
our ancestors in Great Britain,, for poor people to. seU their 
children, and even themselves^, into a state of slavery, la a 
speech ofMr. Wilberforce in the British Parliament, onWie* 
abolition of the slave trade, We find the following declara- 
tions — ^^ Europe, three or four centuries^ ago, was in many 
parts as barbarous, as Africa at present, and chargeable with 
as bad practices — The people of Bristol in the reign of ll^Bsy 
YII. had a regular market for children^ M^fth were bought 
hy the Irish* History cf Abolition %o\.%. p. ^Z^ 

In still later times the abominable conlmerce called the Af- 
rican slave trade, was popular both in Europe and in this 
country. • . 

In addition to all these things^ it would be easy to mention 
many laws, that were once popular among our ancestors on 
each side of the Atlantic, which^ are. so detestable and ssuagu^ 

* Mr. Wilbsrfori^ei tells u^ how this liRrhAroui custom happened 
to be abolished. The Irish* « having experienced a • general calami- 
ty^ which they impaled a& a jiidgment from heaven, on account of 
thui wicked traffic, abolished jt/' Mr. Wilberforce solicited. the par- . 
liament to *< show, that they were as enlightened *as the Irish were 
four centuries baclcy by refosing to buy the children o^ other mac 
tion*'* 

P2. 
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liary, that it would fill an^ beQevolent mind audits day with 
horror to read them. 

It ma|r now be proper to ask, By what means have those 
inhuman laws and customs been abolished ? Have these ih^ 
stances of abolition been efiected by a series of miracfes ? <xod 
indeed has ^ohe all these things ; but the events were produ- 
ced by the instrumentality'of enli^tened men^ It was^gradu- 
ally discovered that such laws and, customs were not only un- 
necessary but antichristian. l^beic, inhumanity was exposed, 
und they gradMfdly fell into disrepute^ lingered^ awhile, and 
th^ndied. ^ 

But in its. days of popularity, each of these customs was 
probably supported by arguments as plausible and as coaclu- 
sive^ as those which are now employed in support of war. 

^ The numerous instances of abolition which hav« occurred,^^ 
ckacly show thstt it isjpo<s9tU& to abolish a populartnistom ; — 
; and that there is ground to hope thai! public war will yet be 
numbered with other exploded customs. Our ancestera did 
much to encourage our exertions. Let us do^what.we can ; — 
and hope that the next generation will take hold of the work 
where we shall h«ve left it, and exclude war from every, chris- 
tian nation. This will op^n a door of access to the heathen ; . 
and they will no longer regard Christiaas, asJfc^ocrtfea, in. 
pretending to be followers ^f the Prince of peace* 

'* - 8BCON9 BKASON. 

It is impossible that m^ should make w0ff utid«rthemfla<r.. 
ence oftbe principles of peace ; and it is possibly that these 
principles may be generally adopted. Some p(»pple are dis- 
posed to regard the attempt to abolish wa^ as of thesame fan- 
tastical character, as would be an attempt to aboilsb tsa^f^psOf. 
earthquakes and the eruptions of volcanoes. But it ought to^ 
be ccmsidered that these natural phenomena have no depot 
^ dence on human opinions, human passions, or human agefi 
ey. They would occur even if all mimkind were raited in an 
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attempt foff^lr abolition. . But it is. not sp,witti wiuo Tills 
is the propef fniit of- human opinions and passions; mid it 
never can occur but by the agency of human beings. 

It has also been s^, that war results from the^ nature of 
man. Be it so ; this isi.Bo evidence that it cannot be abolisli- 
ed ; for it<i» one pait of the nature of man to give up $|tfkui-. 
nary cusitoms upon being fully convinced that they are. unne- 
cessary, useless and uijtirious. Besides, alL the inhuman cus- 
. toms which have beea abolished resulted: frgm the nature of 
many as well as walr. Yet we see that<tbeir abplition- was pos- 
sdhle, and has beea effected. 

All those abolished customs might. Ivetve been popular to 
this day, had no change b^en effected in the opinio^is of men 
respecting, th^m^i^ But as soon as ach^nge is effected in pub- 
lic opinion and feeliug> a chang&of n^smner^ and customs fol-. 
lows of course. 

There is notbing iui- llie nature of those opinions that sup- 
port war, which renders them im|[9iit4hl^* This is abundant^ . 
ly evidentfrptn the fapt^ that the. opinions of man^, have al^. 
rjpady been changed,, . What has been effected in man^, may 
be effected ia other m^p of th^ same g^er^ nature. 

Besides,, so far as the sentiments and spirit of peace have 
been imbibed^ :war is.^ready abplished. . Those who have cor- 
dially adopted these sentiments , will not mahe^warj ^d th^y. 
will do wliat they^cap to prevent its beings made by others* 
This sentiment and feeUng may bie.ext^ded, >3id it inay be- 
e^me genend. or, u|iiven;a]ir 

, TltlilD, EEASON. . 

The greater thenuniber^diaU: be in any one nation^ of those 

who embrace tlie gospel sentim^ptsof pe^ce, the greater wUl 

be the probability that the rulers of tbgt nation will avoid 

loakiag war \ apd.that$ other nations vhU forbear makmg war 

'Oliithem. 

The trutb.«f tile &5t proposition may be made to glare, ^s 
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it respects a nation whose governiBent«fteleetiv«u; As soon ss 
a majority in any district or state shaH embrace the senti- 
ments of peace, the power of election being in their hands, h 
may be expected that they witl dect th< friends of peace — to 
whatever political party they may belong. The great qaes- 
tiodMleu will noi hey h he a repuhiiean f nor I» he a federal- 
isi f But, If' he opposed to war ^ and a gemiine peace charac- 
ter ? 

Moreover, those who may be in office wiH have pdwerfol in- 
ducements to avoid war, lest they should lose the esteem of 
their constituents. 

Indeed it is possible, and even probable, that long before 
the majority ofthe nation shall be converted to-peace senti- 
ments, the benefit of those principles may be felt tlirough the 
land. This may be shown by adverting to well known facts> 
But before I state the facts alluded to, it will be proper to 
say, that I am very far from M-ishing to state any thing for the 
purpose of exciting irritation, or casting reproach on any class 
of citizens. I sincerely wish that all party spirit might be 
banished from our country. A reformation in the principles^ 
of both political parties, as th^ relate to war, is believed to 
be highly important. My appeal- to facts will be only for 
the purpose of illustrating and supporting my own opinions,* 
and it wiU be made in the spirit of candor and friendship to- 
wards all my fellow citizens, without distinction of purty. 

The facts to be mentioned are these. It is well known 
Uiat questions of war and peace in our nation are diecided by 
vote. Or the question of. the l$^te war, such, if I mistake not, 
wa9 the state of opinions in the senate of our nation, that had 
there been but one^more senator o^aaTi^^ the war, it would not 
have been declared, and the lamentable consequences which 
followed the declaration would have been avoided. 

Perhaps also it may be said'with equal trudt, that had there 

•been bul one wiorc peace character in the British cabinet, the 

jfauseofirritation between the two govcmmeati would have 
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been reiiE^aa^i^dfio setisoa^blyy as to have prevented tke deela^ 
ration of wat on our jpart. 

Cases of a similai: nature magt again occur^ when the inllu<« 
lence of an individual peace oharacter will be sufficient t« 
4ave the nation from ^ bt6od]i contest. a ' 

It m$iy then be asked^ Is it^a thing" ikier^diDle, tfastithe exep> 
tjons of the friends of peatce will soon have influence to bring 
kifo the Congress of the United States one more peace char- 
acter, than would be found there^ if no exerttoiis for the aboli^ 
tion of war were to be made ? .Some of those who are now 
members of Congress may adopt the sentiments of peace^oe 
others may adopt them who shall be candidates. for the office, 
or some who have already adopted them, ^snay be elected oa 
that account * ^ 

Simila.^ remarks might be made in respeet to the British 
govemraept. Nor are we without ground to hope, even in 
regard to despotic governments. The most absolute sove* 
reigns have ministiers or counsellors, who have influence in de- 
ciding questions of war and peace* Tliese ministers nmy ba 
accessible in some form or o*her. The sentimei^ts of peace 
may be made to tcaclx not only their understandings, b»t their; 
he«>rts. ♦ . \ 

As the spirit of war isgof a contag'tcms nature, and- "easily 
pommunieated from one government to snother ; , something 
similar may happen in regard to the spirit of peace. If this. 
spirit should govern in the procieedings and negociations of 
Qur own ^vernraent, it may be the occasion ofa like spirit in 
the British government 5 and shpuld the rulers of Great Britain 
iiubibe the princij^les and spirit of pe^vce, it may be in their 
poster to difiuse tfiiein throughout the world. Should tiie 
British nation become as emm^nt for peacd^as they have been 
for war— ^and shpuld a. peace society be- formed in Great ^rit*^ 
ainy 9s powerful as the British and Foreign Bible Society, thq 
^eeds fo A^e s^bQlition of var irill so<;rii be sowq in every nation 
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under heaven. And let it be remembered^ that tbh is a kind 
of seed, vhidi will be productive. * . 

Kesides, as there is nothing«Hrhich so endangers the stabili- 
ty of human governments^ as the principles and spirit of war, 
it must be for the interest of rulers to unite in adopting the op* 
posite principles and ^irit. Suppose that all the nders of na- 
tions in Europe and America should unitedly embrace the 
principles of peace, and devote annually a tenth of as much 
property in diffusing the principles of peace in their respective 
dominions, as they have annually expended or destroyed in 
supportofwar--<an it admit of a doubt, whether this would 
contribute to the permanenci/ of each government, and to th6 
happifiesf of each nation ? 

Enough perMlps has been said to show, that the greater the 
number of peace characters in any one nation, the greater is 
the probability that the rulers of that people will avoid ma- 
king war. The other proposition is, that the greater also is 
the probability that the rulers of the other nations will avoid 
making war on them. 

For the proof of the second proposition, the reader is refer- 
red to the affecting ctmtrasty stated in the last Number, in 
which may be seen the influence of pacific principles, when 
honestly displayed towards savages by the Quaker government 
in Pennsylvania. That indeed is a "solitary example," but 
it ought to be admitted as proof, till some other government 
sliall have made the experiment ; or until it shall be admitted 
that Christian nc^tio&s ttx^ u}or$e than mvages^ and less capsK 
bie of being influenced by kind treatment. 

An argument in favor of war, as much relied on -perhaps as 
any, is this, that God has furnished ibe various tribes of ani- 
mals with means orself-defence* ' But people Avho are dispo- 
•ied to learn their duty from what appears in brutes, rather 
than from what appe?trs in the gospel, woald dq well to consid- 
er otlier facts b:^^*de those whicli are so commonly bftught to 
view. It > trne indeed, th..: God bus furnisjied animals with 
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me^tns of self-defence^ and that they generaliy know how to 
Jlght. Butitisahotrue^ that good naiured animate knoW' 
how to avoid fighting with others of their own species: - 

When two dogs meet, if one assumes a fighting air and atti^ 
tude? and the other^ being good natured^. pays po regard to 
these menaces, but aj^oaches hi^ fellow with an air of kind- 
ness and pleasantry^ no quarrel ensues, and both remain unin- 
jured. But if both assume the fightmg attitude, a battle takes 
pls^e of course. These observations will a4[>ply to of^er ani<- 
^nals as well as to dogs. Seldom is there a pitched battle be- 
tween two animalc of the suae species, if either is really dis- 
posed to avoid it. But when menacing looks, airs and ges- 
tures .on one side, are retorted by a similar spirit on the other, 
a trial ensues, ^' to see which can do the other the most harm ;" 
and commonly in these cases eaeh- of the combatantajyceives 
more or less injury, but neither of them any -benefit, except 
the praise of fighting bravely. Similar to this is the common 
^te of waning nations. 

If any Christiaa, is determined to > follow the examples of 
brutes, ratlier than those which lie is required to imitate / let 
him, for conscience sake, prefer the best examples of the bru- 
tal kind, and not tlie worst. Let rulers do the same^ and anti- 
christian wars will seldom occur. For it may be presumed, 
that there are but a few Christian nlhers so much worse than 
the savages were m the days of William Penn, that they would 
make war on a people who had resolved to act on pacific prii^ 
ciples. 

FOURTH KEASOIC. 

In every nation the ministers of religion may have great in-* 
fluence, in an attempt to abolish inhuman customs; and the 
principles of peace are so obviously the principles of the gos- 
pel, that it must be easy to engage in the cause of peace/ the 
Jbruly benevolent ministers of every denomination. 

That the acknowledged ministers of religion may have great 
influence in such a Oause, may be evident to anyone who shall 
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consider wbafAoA'^een the iniluence of sitdbi ministers in th^ 
denomtaatiims of Christians which have ahready dented the 
lawfuhies^ ^f ^war^ in evei!!y form. Other ministers might have 
simiUor influence, if they w^d- adopt similar principles in rd^ 
gard to war^.and preach and practice conformably to them. — 

How AWF&l^ THEN IS THEiU B£&TOmi3UATY ! 

That did principles of peace are ^thc principles of the go^ 
pel no Unprejudiiced person will deny. iNor^ill it be denied 
that every mhiister^ who possesses the temper of his Lord, has 
his heart aheady on the side of peace. Therefore, by calling 
bis attention to the glaring contrauety between the spirit of 
Christand the spititofwias^ke must naturally become con- 
vinced, that one or the other is ^positively wicked. Having 
yo'oceeded thus Air, he cannot long hesitate on the question—^ 
Shall I follow the Messiah, the Prince of peace, or Mahomet, 
the Frince of war ? 

Tb^ friends Of peace may therefore be as sure of grilling te 
their cause the true ministers of Jesus*, as they can be df exci- 
ting them to a thorough examination of the subject. This 
•acquisition must be followed b^r the most important conse** 
quences. . Tkeserious, intelligent and conscientious members 
of the $everal parishes, will be led to examine the subject of 
war^smd will.«oon foflaw their ministers in the way of peace. 
Pious parents ^ndshool-masters, having adopted the princi* 
ple^: of peace themselves, will l»e engaged to impress them on 
the minds of the children and youth under their care. In this 
way we may expect to see thousands of young people growing 
up with an abhorrence of war. The more heedless memberi 
of society, on observing the change in the view^ of the serious 
and the good, may be led to reflect on the subject, and finally' 
to this conclusipnT— that wisdom's ways are " ways of pleasant* 
jtess,'* and that "aD her paths are peace.'^ 

It may be added, that almost every worthy minister has 
free accessto.sQn^ipstwteisman, legislator or magistrate, with 
^om 4ic cs^n -p^iiVerse "on the subject of war, and to whom he 
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may impart the sentiments of peace. Tiiiw the spirit and 
jprinciples of peace may find their way into the houses of legis- 
lation^ and ihe cabinets of presidents and princes. 

It is indeed possible and perhaps probable, that the pro- . 
:gress of peace sentiments will he less rapid than some antici- 
pate. But no one, I think, will deqy, tqat the course which 
lias been pointed out for their .prevalence, is both naturaLand 
-encouraging. 

As the setitimehts of peace shall begainiftg ground, the va- 
rious means of exciting the passion for war wiH be gradually 
^losing their influence. 

The trumpet of military fame will sound weaker and weak- 
*er. Some other qualities of mind, beside ferocioas bravery, 
will be found necessary to give a man a just daim to public 
esteem and applause. Newspapers, which sbiili be conducted 
on pacific principles, wilFbe preferred to those of a libelloub 
and warring character. Love to the lives, the happiness and 
•the peace of one's countrymMi, will be*regarded as true patri* 
otisra 5 and the usual inflamatory war speeches and writiirga^ 
irill be regarded as immoral ^nd pemicions. Histories of 
war and carnage will be written, not with a view to keep 
alive the spirit of war ^; Tiut as books of /amen^a^ien.and tissm*- 
ing. 

In proportion as peace sentiments slhtdl become ipflpulaF, 
war with all its means of ex<5itemerit, and all its apparatus of 
death and destruction, will be lees and less esteemed j iaud 
popular applause, which is the thost powerful motive to war, 
will operate with diminished 'force and influence. There are ^ 
-indeed many motives find incentives to war ; bat df that of 
military glory should lose its power, a^d'bloody exjiloits should 
4)e regarded as matter of mourning, rather than of triumph 
'^nd applause ; few men will "be found of a disposition tapro* 
jduce murderous conflicts. Those who shall regard ^heir reipit!^ 

Q 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1B2 . ThaiP/iendofTeaoe. 

lation will appear on the side of peace, and their feet will no 
more be " swift to shed Wood.^' 

SIXTH REASON. 

Interest is a powerful motive with mankind in general and 
^^ar is against the.int^rest of nine tenths of the people in every 
nation. 

It has justly been said, that^party is the madness^df many, 
for the gain of a few." War is both the madness and the rum 
of many, for the benefit of a few • and these few are general- 
ly unprincipled men, who are willing to sacrifice not only the 
property but the lives of their fellow ^beings to their own 
avarice and ambition. In wars in general, ^the mass of pee- 
ple on both sides are m«ide the dupes tif aspiring' or deluded 
leaders. 

A war is seldom more. just or necessary, on 4he part of those 
who commence it, than our late contest was with Great Brit- 
rtiri ; and seldom is « var more beneficial or less destructive. 
Yet supposing 'tiie.i'esult could have been perfectly foreseen — 
where is the man, in either of the two nations, who would 
have giveniiis own life 4o /ha^e secured to his country every 
advantage^ofctained byline jsvar-.? 

Some persons on «ach side ha^e acquired military fame^ 
and some liave^acjjuiKed ..property ; but all this gjiin has been 
at the expense t)f the property, the happiness, and the blood 
of a multitude of fellow^heings, as. good as tliemselves. What 
then, shall we say to these things ? Must not men be monsters 
of inhifnemliT/y who Gun riot with pleasure on the blood of 
•their Urethrep ? Alas I how many have been slain ! how ma- 
ny have been made cripples for life! how many have been re- 
duced to fiiourningj beggary»and wretchedness, to provide the 
ieast ofgood things for those 'who have gained by the war ! — 
Com paved whh the. whole population, how few either in Great 
Dritainor the Ignited States, have profited by the sanguinary 
■ confiiet 1 • 
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Can Christians reflect on these things without pain ? Can 
cooimon people of common sense imagine, that it is for their' 
advantage to support such a murderous httery ; a lotteiy in* 
which the chances to lose are comparatively sc^ numerous, and*^ 
all the chances to gain are by the misery and Tuiii of their* 
brethren ! And when too the mass of commoir people are so- 
uniformly excluded from- the chances of gsiin f 

SSVENTH REASON. 

The friends of peace are already numerous in this country 
and in Great Britimi^ and the progress of peace sentimaiits 
has been very considerable in this course of the last year^. 

There are aaeveral small sects or societies of ChristiaK», who- 
kave renounced war: — ^The Moravians, the Men<mists, the 
Duikers and the Shakers. These are small, compared with 
several other denominations inour land. But altogether they 
amount tea considerable nnmber. The Harmony Society is 
said to be pretty numerous,, and all of them opposed to war.^ 
The thousand Congregations- of Friends in the United States, 
are a thousand Peace Societies, ♦ 

The Friends are not confined to this country. In Grr^at - 
Britain they " are, says Mr. Bigland^ a pretty numerous and 
very opulent sect, and in regard to their principles and con- 
duct, may be considered as one of the most respectable denom<^^ 
inations of Christians^"* And when we consider the active' 
part they took in the abolition of the slave trade^ great reli-!- 
ance may be made on their co-operation in the attempt for the 
abolition of war. 

Several books and tracts on the suly ect of war are in circula- 
tion in Great Britain 5 and the editor of the Edinburgh Re- 
view has written a number of things calculated to lead peopk 
to reflect on the subje ct. A Peace Society has been propo- 
sed in London, nor is there much reason to doubt that such 
a society has tliere been estabh3h^d before this time. 

In our country are to be found many friends of peaee, be- 
• View of the Wor'.d, vol. 1, p. 365. 
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side^ those sects or denomiuations which have been noxtk e 
and in tlie course of the last year considerable was published 
on the subject, both in this state and in New-York. The: 
Friend of Peace is not the ouLy periodical work in which the 
su^jecthasbecn discussed^ There are three others^ if no 
more^ in which tlie subject hiw been brough to view — The 
Panoplist^ the Christian Disciple and the Amerioui Magazine. 
In each of these works war has been decidedly condemned as 
aiitichristlan. This co-operatian in periodical works mustnat^ 
ixeMy li^vc aTavorable influence in a good cause. 

At the comnsencement of the last year, but a few individu* 
al£ in this viciSLity were kno.^H^tp have adopted sentiments^in: 
opposition to war^ a» an anticiruftian cii^om. But before the 
year closed, a Peace Society was ibrnied which is now respec-^ 
t$)ble both as to characters and numbers. !Nor is. this the only 
Peace Society which, was formed in qur country in the coaes^ 
of tbela^rt year, altliough-it is the only one of whidi I'amawr 
thorized tQ give a particular account* 

Iftlic information l:e correct, which lias been received from 
cli Here lit quarters, in regard to the views of the ministers, of 
- religion, s^nd if we may calculate on a progressive increase for 
years to come, proportionate to Uiat of the last year ; we may 
pretly confidently expect, that at the coin men cement of the year 
] 820. there will not be found in NewrEnglarid asir.gle advocate 
for the custom of war, among all the ministers, of reUgionof 
every denomination. ^ 

Nor is it to be imagined that this blessed influence will be 
confined to tjie ministers of Now England/ Tliere are many 
gw)d ministers, it is believed, in each of the United States j 
and v/e may expect that the distinction between peace mms- 
fers a&d war mimtiers, will soon be understood and felt- 

EIGHTH RRASON. 

In the late treaty of Peace, between Ghreat Britain and the 
United States, a principle has be^en afi«pted for the settlemWt 
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of disputes between nations, whicli may he extended to every 
pofisible case 5 and people may be made to understand it so 
fully, that it will be iinposdbie for rulers to make war, without 
incurring the disapprobation of»all intelligent and conscientious 
men, 

'I'his point will Uc illnsu-ated by borrowing some remarks- 
on* the Treiity, from the Christian Disciple for April, 1815 ;-— • 

"^ By the Treaty it appears, that tliereare still points ia dis- 
pute between the two gQvernraents,whichmighthave been the' 
occasion of iiiiure wars, had not seasonable arrangements been 
made for their adjustment. These questions relate to certain 
inlands, vwhich are claimed by both nations, and to the divi- 
ding line between the British Provinces and the United 
States. . Disputes of such a nature are as good ground for. 
wars, as any which have been found in past ages. 

^ What then ai*e the principles, adopted by the Commis- 
sioners, to avoid war on these qiie»tions? Thi?y have discover 
cd that peace is better than war, aqd that such Qonttiwersies 
may be settled- by. reference or arbitration. Accordingly the 
Treaty provides, that Commissioners shall be appohited by- 
each of the two governments to examinfe and settle the points 
in debate ; and if they can)iot agree, they are to. make out a 
Mr s^temaatof thecases, and then die whole i&tobe^b^ 
initted to some fhendly sovereigja, who&e decision i& to he f^- . 
nal. . 

^' The commissioners have discovered that but tioo things 
ace necessary to avoid the calamities of war, viz : That rulers 
should possess a disposUion for pence^ and odo}^ eAe jnnd- 
j^U$ of common sens^ for the 'setdement of controviirsijBS. — 
Tlje principles disclosed in the treaty had long been in use a- 
xnmg honest and peacqful citiisens. » ^ 

" If such points as arer now in dispute may be aettted on 
the prmclj^es exhibited in^ the tteticyy commoci sense can ea^ 
s9y see that these priofipleii ^»a^ he extend txy eveir sp^ 
eies of iudioiial.^ontrovef sy. Happy indeed it would have 
b^en, had these principles been known and ajpplied prior to 
the late war J — But as they were not, let Christians rejoice 
itott the ligltt has at Iftst resulted from the dreadful eoUisioB. 
While they defilore the evih vbftch took place^ during the 
xeigttQf daj-ko^, le$ tb^m be grattfu} thatpriaciided ve noM. 
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discovered, which, if properly applied, may render the presetit r 
peace as durable as time. 

" Let not this ray of light ever be forgotten 5 or ever be e* - 
clipsed by warring passions. Let all sincere Cliristiaiis unite 
in one vigorods effort to diffuse this light through the world. 
If propel" exertions should be made in Great- Britain, and' 
in the United States, it will never be in the power of ci- 
ther of the two governments again to declare war against tlie 
other, without being made to feel, that they '«in etguirut the 
Ught^ and that good men must cAhor theie proeeedings.^ 

NINTH IIKASOI?^ 

The exertions in favor of peace may be extensively use- 
ful, even if they should not result in the complete, abolition of ^ 
war. 

1%ese exertions may be the occasion', of diminishing both . 
the dntrenes and the/regwencyof wars*- The more the subw 
ject of war is examined, the better it" wSl be understood 5 and' 
the moce the causes and effects, the crimes and sufierings, the 
fdlies and delusions of war are exposed, the more rulers and 
tnilit^ men wHl bcputupon their guard ; . 9XiA. the more 
they will endeavor to avoid the censures of reflecting and in- 
telligent men. Of course, the more careful" they will be in 
respect t« making :war on frivolous pretexts ^ and the more 
they will try to, conduct the operations of war with some ofH > 
pearanceof regard to the laws of humanitys . 

Should the efforts for the abolition .of 'war only abolish some • 
of the inhiiman- usages attached to the general custom, and 
thus nntigate its horrors, the. labor williiot be in vain. Sup*, 
pose these efforts should be the occasion; of {ureventing the us- 
ual concomitants of takihg a city^ by storm 5 so that the in- 
habitants shall be treated with this kindibess and humanity due 
to the unfortunate, instead of bemg devoted to^iHage, massar 
ere, insult alid violation : thh-will be.sufficientto counterbal- 
ance millions of expense jn the cause of peace* The English 
language affords no tenai^of censure or reprobation too strong * 
1^. applied to what ba^b^eiLlhe eosdnct of aroMS oa ^udi .ec^ 
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cesions. lAve say that such conduct is brutal and diahoU'cat, 
we convey no correct idea of its nature ; for v/e have no evi-- 
dence that either hmUs or devils were ever chargeable with'' 
such atrocious inhumanity. 

But we may reasonably hope that the eisertions in favor of* 
peace will not only diminish some of the horrors of war^ but 
that it will diminish its frequency. That this may be the ef- 
fect is highly probable from the considerations brought to view 
under the Third Reasoif, as well' as from the tendency of 
these es;ertion9 to put rulers upon their guard; And if the 
result should be a dimmution a» to the mtnthiir or freqtiency ^ 
of warsy the benefifs wilKsurpasa iix valtie all human calcula- 
tion. 

For example ; l:et*it4je supposed J^ that in case> no siich exei* v 
f ions wer04nade, our country would 'suffer the calamity of four 
such wars in a century, as our last war with Great- Britain.-* > 
Then suppose th&t by the exertions of thfe friendsl of peace, . 
the number of such wars should be reduced to two^ or even to - 
Ihree in a century. Row trifling will* be the expense of ten 
millions of dollars, in the cause of peace, compared with the 
advantages which will result \ 

If we take nothing into viewbutthe saving of property, ev- > 
ery hundred dollars that will be expended for peace, will prob- 
ably be the occasi^> ef saving a million. Butthe Joss of prop- 
erty is not the greatest evil of war. The loss of lives, the dis- 
tress of mourners, the agonies of wounded men, and^e mise- 
ry of the i?sricked^who ^o from the^eldof battle to the regions 
of despair ! these are evil^, against which ^dollars ate a$ no- 
thing and vanity^ Yet^the expente of, a hundred thowand 
dollars iiithis country, in cultivating the principles of peace^ 
may prevent the untimely death of a hundred thousand of our 
brethren or our children^ and months . of exquiftite distress to* 
as many more. , Not only 50^ the s^ngof so many men from 
untimely death, may be the occasion of their |>eing finally sar. 
v«4 ftpm misery in the world tp come. 
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TENTH REASON. 

We may now advance still farther and say — 'Ev'en on the 
iinprobable supposition, that the exertions in Ikvor of perma- 
nent peace, should so far fail of their intended effect, as nei- 
ther to diminish the horrors nor the frequency of war, still the 
bbors of those who are faitliliil and sincere m the cause wiil 
not be in vain. 

The proper characteriMics of wai' are inhtimunittf, crime and 
wo.. To indulge^ tlicrefore, the spirit and passions of war 
must be injurious to the moral charactc", aud dangerous to 
the souls ofmen. di the contiary, faithfully to cultivate the 
principles and the spirit of peace, must have a salutary and 
saving influence. We naiturally inibiije more and more of the 
fe'plrit which wc haUUually coatemplate- and admire* Tliose 
therefore who cordially, engage ia iho cause of peace, and 
cherish the spirit of the gospel, will at least gain these bene- 
fits— *they will improve their own moral characters^— tliey will 
become more .and more assimilated to the tempei? of -their 
Prince and Saviour, autt be the better pr^ared ^ta er\joy the 
blessedness which he has i^omised' to peace-makers. The 
gracious reward doc^not depend on the success of our exerr 
tions, but on the temper ajwt fidelity with which. tb«y are 
made. 

Besides, those who fai&ikiiy engage and persevere in the 
cause of peace, vrill avoid the guilt and condeomsUien «r be- 
ing in future accessary to the crimes and miseries of such wars 
as. they cannot prevent* Tlielr consciences will be^ tbeka 
wxtness tliat they were qq$ the guilty ag^t$ whohurried tkeir 
fellew^men into scenes of murder ^nd viretcbeduess. 

Sliould- a future war occur, the faithful ftiend of • peace wilt 
•xperieacethe coofioiation of an approving .couagieiiice, while 
hQ sayiMo himself-^^ Thiayf^^ these scenes of btqod and c^t- 
nage^ have nof occurred .by my agency, nor piior to. faithful 
e3?atioiw on my p«rt to prevent ^m,.; I have not onlyfbc* 
bom to encourage war^ but I have do^e wliait I could, ia the 
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sttuatkm I was placed by Providence, and with die taU 
ents^ entrusted to me, to open the eyes of my brethren, and t© 
s^ve my country from suck guilt and misery. If the rayages 
of war should extend to my habitation — if my substance, my 
family and even my life, shall fall a. prey to this destructive 
scourge; I have- this comfort-^ shall ^ suffer as a Christian/ 
and not as a mwrdferer. My God, my Saviour, my inheri- 
tiyfice and my home are Jp heaven, where wars shall nev^ 
re.oefa nne, and peace shall be; ioomortfil." 

If tbe$e were the only benefits to result from the most dili- 
gent and faithful ejQToirts for the abolition of war, they would be 
a gjbrioua reoompense— *a recompense^infiiiii^y surpassuig all 
^llie acquisitions of bloody ipaen. 

The leii reasons which have been given in favor of the util- 
ity of efforts for the abolition of \yar, are, if I mistake not, all 
' founded on well autlienticated facts, or rational grounds of 
prejbabtlity and exii&ouragement; Several othei: sources of ^n*- 
eourdgement have heretofore been occasionally mentioned, 
and may perhaps at a future time be more amply discussed i. 
such as the benignant character of Jehovah — the benificent 
design and tendency of the gospel — the predictions relating 
tp thfe pe^e of tlie world under t!;e reign of the Messiah — the 
numerous societies ai?d benevolent .iustitutiona.in Europe and 
America, which have ;i tendency to enlighten aqd humanize 
the minitl^ to excite, cherish end promote Christian love and, 
sympa^y, and to improve the moral state of society. When* 
tjiese various sources.of encouragement are, vi^\yed in connex- 
ion with the len reasons v^hich have, been iilustrated—^wliat 
more can be wanting to inspire a hope in^ every friend of 
peace, which shall be as " an anchor to the soul, both sure and: 
steadfast," a hope which he will not be ashamed to avow, e-^ 
veniu.the presence of a warring and unbelieving world ? 

U the friends of war are not ashatped to avow their opin- 
ions, while God and religion ai?d hi|jnanity are all against 
I tjicm: Eurcjy ihofric7vls ofjicacQ may speak their minds. arvij. 
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pursue their work without dismay : for the God of peaee^ the* 
Prince ofpeacci the Gospel of peace are -all for them, and ev- 
ery thing GOOD in heaven and in earth, in angeU and in raen, 
is on their side, to encourage their hearts, to strengthen theip 
hands and to crown them with glory. 

The cause of peace is of so amiable a character, that the 
more it is examined the more it will be admired ; bat the- 
cause of war is in its nature so hateful and inhuman, that it 
needs only to be &een, to be detested. The time is at hand 
when the fascinating laurels of the blood-stained conquerors ef 
the world, willfkde and* wither, by the infiuenoe of the sun op 
FXACE, and when such noonsters will no longer be regarded as 
wortliy of PRAisB for the innumerable ro6&erte« and murder^f 
ifaey have committed.' 



LETTER TO THE HON, MR. JEEFERSONI 

SiR^ ■ , October 18, 1815. 

Althougb a stranger to you, I take the liberty to ad- 
dress you on a subject deeply interesting to humanity, I am 
encouraged to do this by a recollection of some things in your 
state papers, which I then regarded as indications that you 
Imd become conrinced of the impolicy of war, and that you 
wished to a^'aid a; rupture with foreign nations. 

Near tlie close of the late war j I was somehow excited to 
examine the sutrject of war in general; and I became fully 
c^nvlQced, that the custom of settling national disputes by 
war, is perfectly needless, unjust and inhuman, as well* as an** 
ticliristian 5 and that the custom is supported by dektsion and 
a barbarous fanaticism. Under these impressions and con- 
victions, I b^ve published three pamphlets on the suli^ject 5 a 
copy of each I send widi this, soliciting yOu> to accept and to 
peruse tTicmu > 

Having some knowledge of yoiir advanced age, your tal- 
ents, anc? ygur v.clglit of character, I am desirous that you 
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should attend to the subject of the pamphlets, according to its 
importance, and that you should favor me with the result of 
your reflections, — ^that if your opinion shall accord with mine> 
j^our testimony may be employed for the good of our counti?y 
-and Uie peace of the world. 

Near the close of the second Numberof the. Friend of Peace 
^ou may fiiid some encouraging facts. 

Should I meet with encouragement, the Friend of Peace will 
still be continued quarterly. Any information or hints which 
you may give in^lavor of the glorious object, will^be grateful- 
ly accepted by your sincere friend. 

II. I* I. I n, 

Hon. Thomas XerFEnsoN, 
late President of the V> S. 

MR. JEFFERSON'S ANSWER. 

Sib, Monfic^Zfo, Jaa.29, 1816. , 

Your lette^j bearing date Oct. 18, 1815, came only to hand 
vtbe day before yesterday, which is raentionei to explain the 
dale of mine. I have to thank you for the |iamphlets accoln- 
panying it, to wit, the Solemn Review, the Friend of Peqce or 
Special Interview, and the Friend ofPeaceNo. 2. The first 
-of these I had received through another channel some months' 
ago. I have not read the, two last . stead ilyjthrough, because 
where one assents to. propositions as soon as announced it is 
loss of time-tOTcad -the. arguments in support of them. These 
Clumbers discuss the first branch of the causes of war,* that is 
to- say, wars undertaken for the.jpoiit^ ofhonory which you apt- 
ly analogize with the act of duelling between individuals, and 
reason with Justice from the one to Uie other. Undoubtedly 
this class of wars is in >general what you state them to be, 
*^ needless, uiyust and inhuman,- as well as antichristian.'^ 

The second branch of tthis subject, to wit, wars undertakea 
on account of ewoTi^tfowc, and which may be likened to the 
act of robbery in private i^fe, 1 presume will be trcect^jipf in 
your future numbers. I observe tjns class mentioiijedW the 
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Solemn Review, p. 10, and the quei§tion asked^'lis ircofmtnon 
•for a nation to obtain b. redress of wrongs by wafe'^' The an- 
swer to this question you will of course draw from 'history ; iB 
the mean time reason will £mswer it on grounds of prdbabiUtYj 
4hat where the wrong has been done by a weaker nation^ tht 
•stronger one has generally beei^^^ able to enforce redress ; but 
-where by a strenger nation, redress by war has been neither ob^ 
taised nor expected by the weaker 5 on the contrary, the loss 
has been increased by the expenses of the war in blood and 
treasure : ycft it may have obtained ano/lher object ec(ually se- 
curing itself from future wrong. It may have retaliated oh 
the aggi-essor losses of hlood and treasure, far beyond the va- 
iue to him, of the wrong he had 'committed, and tlius have 
made* thB advantage of that too dear a purchase to leave him 
in axHsposition to renew the wtofig in future 5 in this way tbc 
loss by the war may have secured the weaker nation from loss 
by futurq wrong. The case you state of two boxers, both of 
w|iom get a " terrible bruising," is a|vposite to this ; he of tk 
two who committed the aggression on the other, although vio 
tor in the scuffle, yet probably finds liis aggressiiHi not worth 
the bruising it has cost him. To explain this b^ numbers, it 
is alleged, that Great Britain took from us before the late waf 
near 1000 vessels, «nd that during the war we took from hei 
1400 ; that before the war she seized, and made slaves of 6O601 
of pur citizens, and Ihat in the war we killed more than 6000 
of her subjects, and <Jaused her to expend such a sinn as a- 
mounted to 4 or 5000 guineas « headforevery slave she made. 
She might have purchased the vessels she took for Igss than 
the value of those she lost, and have used the'600(H)f her men 
killed for the purposes t© which she applied «urs, have saved 
the 4 or 5000 guineas a head, and obtained a character of jus- 
tice, which is as 'valuable to a nation as to an individuak 
These considerations therefore leave her without inducement 
to plunder property, and take men in future on such dear 
terms. I neither aArmlior deny the troth of tliese allega* 
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4ions^ nor is their truth material to the question ; they are pos- 
sible, and therefore present a case which will claim y«ur con- 
sideration in a discussion of the general question : Whether a- 
ny degree of injury can render a recourse to war expedient? 
Still less do I propose to draw to myself any part in this dis- 
cussion^ Age, and it's effects both on body and mind^ haS 
weaned my attentions from public sulyects, and left me une- ' 
qual to the labors of correspondence, beyond the limits of my 
personal concerns. I retire therefore from the question with 
a sincere wish, that your writings may have effect in lessening 
this greatest of human evils, and that you may retain life and 
liealth to enjoy the contemplation of this happy spectt^cle; 
and pray you to be assured of ipy great respect, 
. , TH : JEFFERSON^ 



LETTER TO THE HOxN. MR. ADAMS. 

4^IR, , January 23, 18 16. 

, Having for more than a year devorted much of ray time to 
ail inquiry relating to war, that terrible scourge of guilty na- 
tions; I am desirous of having the fruit of my inquiries exam- 
ined hymen, whose talents, situation and prospects tvill enable 
them to judge impartially. The Rev. Mr. Norton informed me 
that you had condescended to read mywrhings on some other 
subjects. This has excited a hope that you will read with can- 
dor what I have written on wnr and peace. Itberefore send 
you a copy of" A Solemn fteviewxjf the 'Custom of War," 
and three numbers of tlie " Frien'cl of *Peace." iBe pleased^ 
sir, to accept tii'em, \vith itiy best wishes for your present and 
future welfare. 

Ihavc sent similar copies to Mi*. Jefferson, and intend soon 
to send to Mr. Jay. As 1 hav6 "no wish'td -cottCfeftl any part pf 
my object in thes6 communications I will say — I hope to ob- 
tain a testimony from thf6e able' and aged statesmen, before 
"theyshairieave tJie^'orldj wliichtnaybe employed in favor 
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of the object whick lies so ne«r my hear^^%e aboUtian of the 
moat fatal custom which ever agUcted the human fandfy. I 
cannot but hope that you and tiie other two gentlemen have 
been preserved to this late period, to perform a service^ ivhich 
will be remembered with gratitude for many ages; and which 
shall contribute to the temporal and eternal salvation of mil- 
lions of your fellow beings. A few words from such men, 
U'hile on the borders of eternity, may be the occasion :of un- 
;speakable good. 

With the pamphlets, I also send a copy of the Octtistitutioo 
uf the Massachusetts Peace Society, which has%een.Tecently 
formed. It would add much to my happiness to ^see your ven- 
erable name in the list of subscribers. We have indeed man;^ 
respectable names already ; yours would add to the joy of ma- 
ny, and particularly to that of your «inc^e friend, 

Hon. John Adams^ formerly President of4he V. S. 

MR. ADAMS' ANSWER. 
Dear Sxb^ Quincyy February 6> ISlS. 

I HAVE received your kind letter of the 2Sd of January, and 
\ thank you for the pamphlets enclosed with it. 

>It is very true, as n^y excellent friend^ Mr* NortoB, has In- 
formed you, tbatl^ave read many of yourpublicatioi&s ^ith 
pleasure. 

I have also read, almost allthe da>'« of my Jife^ 4be solemn 
reasonings, and pathetic declamations of Erasmus^ of f enelon, 
of St. Pierre, and many others against war^ and in favor cf 
peace. My understanding and my hesjsti acconled with them, 
at first blush. Butyi«ias4 a longer aord more extensive expe- 
rience has co»vi{iced me, tlmt wars arc w necessary and as m- 
evitable, in «ur ^3|eni| im fivntieanes^ EarthquakM and Voir 
canoes. 

Our beloved oountty, sip, Is sutroutided by Enemies, of the 
aiost dangerous, because the most powerftlvfid most onprind- 
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ided^diaracter* - Coliislong of national intesest, of commercial 
and manufacturing rivalries are multiplying around u** Bi- 
stead of discouraging a martial spirit, in my opinion it ouglit 
to be excited* We have not enough of it to defend us by sea 
or land. 

Universal and perpetual peace, appear* to me, no more nor 
less than everlasting passive obedience and non resistance.-^ 
The human flock would soon he fleeced^aad butchered by on« 
or a few. • 

I cannot therefore, sir^ be asuUcriber or a member of your 
society. 

I do, sir, most humbly supplicate the theologians, the phi- 
losophers, and the politicians to let me die in peace. I seek 
only repose. 

With the most cordial esteem, however, 

I am, sir, your friend and servant, 

JOHN ADAMS. 



Review OF the coRRESPONbENCE With 

MR. JEFFERSON. 

Mt letter to Mr. Jefferson is inserted to show, that his testi- 
mony was requested for public use, and that in giving it n place 
in this work, I am not chargeable with publishing what he ex- 
pected me to conceal. One paragraph in the letter to him is 
suppressed, because it related exclusively to the profession and 
employment of the writer, and could be ofno use in the Friend 
of Peace. 

The answer d'Mr. JeiTerson is regarded as a valuable doc* 
ument, adapted to the object for which it was sought. The 
approbation he has given c^tbe sentiments of the Solemn Re- 
view and the Friend of Peace, is as full and explicit as could be 
expected of a gentleman in his situation. He had been ac« 
quainied with the Solemn Review '^some months'^ before he 
received it from me* The two numbers of the Friend of 
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Peace he hatl no occasion to ^'read steadily through^' prior to 
ausweriiig, because liis mind "assented to the propositions as 
soon as announced.'^ 

*^ Wars undertiiken for Xhepoini ofhonor^^^ he thinks " are- 
autly anrJogl7.ed with dacllingj" and that I have " reasoned 
Nviili jastioe riom one to tlje other," He adds-*-" undoubted- 
iy tii» class of Wilts is io general what you state them to be, 
Beediess, unjust and inhuman^ as well a9 antrchristian.'^ 

" Wars ui>dcrtaken on account of tsron^ done^^^ he " pre- 
sumes will be treated of in future numbers.** After stating 
•ne otipeoty which may be :attained by such a war, he adds — 
" The case you state of two boxers, both of whom, get a * ter- 
rible bruising,' is apposite to tins/* lie then proceeds " to ex- 
plain this by numbers/* in reference to our late war with Great 
Britain. lib statement af the case is made on the ground of 
what has been alleged on our part; but he very prudently 
says, " I neither aflirm nor deny the truth of these allegations.**' 
X«t as such things " are possible,** they " present a case/* 
whlct Le tKlnks ^' wlli claun^ my '• consiieratJon in a (Jtscw- 
aioa of the general question, — Whether any degree of injury 
can render a recourse to war expedient ?** In this opinion I 
teadily concur, and shall endeavor at a proper time to exaini* 
ine the, " case** with fairness and candor. 

" I retire,** he says, **• from the question witli a sincere wish 
that your writings may have effect in di minis Wng this ^rcaf€«t 
of human evils, and that you nioy retain life and health to ea« 
joy the contemplation of this liappy spectacle.** 

This certainly is t)oth friendly and respectful 5 nor could he 
have given a more decided approbation of the oh^^^t of the 
Friend ofPeace. For the testimony contained in his' letter, 
Mr. Jefferson is entitled to my sincere and gratofal acknowU 
edgments; and I hope it will be the means of opening the ey«a 
of thousands, as to tlie impolicy and inhumanity of w^r* 
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.REVIEW OF THE CORRESPONDENCE WITH' 
MR. ADAMS. 

As the opinions of Mr. Adams* relating to war are so evi- 
dently repvigHaiit to my own,, it will probably be a question 
with fnaiiy? ,why the correspondenee with him. has a place ii* 
this work., To-^uch aacnquify it may lie proper to ansv/er, „ 
. First, Although the opiiiioJis of Mr. Adams are opposed ta 
tht! oljject of the Friend of Peace, I regard his letter as express* 
jijT his i^mlopi/iiom, and without any unfriendly feelings to-^ 
wiuxis me, or any wish to injure his country. He indeed wrote 
\vith a iiipd of characterist'tc frankness, which is. agt to ba less 
]ileasii}g yvhenit^appearsin apposition, to one's own opinions, 
than whpji it appears i^.thejr favor^ But he certainly had a 
nglu to answer my, letter according to his own views of war. 
rSor have I yetforgotton the tinacwken I should have appro-. 
v«d sonic of the sentimen1!s which he. has .avowed*. 
; Second. 3Ir. Atlams^unq^estionably.v understood me. as re- 
questiog his answer ibr ^ublic,*lion, in the hope that it would 
-ei^oird with my viewsj,.?ind'aid the : causa which I wish to pro- 
mote, Hadlj^therij published the letter from* Mr. Jefferson, 
tvhicU favors my views, and suppressed the one from Mr. Ad- 
ams, he, and many others, might have thought me partkJ^* 
ai^i di&posied to: cQuceal the opinions of- influential men, if 
thfiy .liapjjen noJ> to accord with my own. He might alsa 
ko^jfc Srupposed, that had-I conducted impartially, his letter 
■would not only have counterbalanced the influence of Mn 
Jjsfferjson'^), but*haye counteracted ^he tendency of the Friendr : 
ofPe^c^. 

It is hoffeytt pi?e$(Unied).that -Mr. Adams does not considecr 
ttifi:^^d^iffning, to bring evil on my country,. but as misled' 
by:;Py.fe§feSS.<^W the subject of war,'*— as. he was when his 
^understanding and his heart accorded at firstblush,". with the 
<< «Qilei|ii)tf^G^ni»gd and j^athetic declamations of Erasmus, 
^F^€tJl¥?i pf'St. Pieri^^, an4 many others against W8ur, and in,- 
fe»pt.of pe^e.'^ ' , f \ . ' jj 
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tn the second Number of this work the reader may fkic^ 
what appears to me an answer to all Mr. Adaitid has said in 
favor of war, and against " imiversal and perpetual peace.^ — 
His views, if I understand them, accord jrMi those 6f JLojrd 
Karnes, which were the principal topics of discussiot^in that 
number. Something also may be found m this Number^ 
which was written prior to my receiving his letter. Afler rea- 
ding those remarks, every one must judge for himself, ^hetfi* 
er ^^ wars are as necessary and as inevitable in our syntem^as 
hurricanes, earth^akes and volcanoes." 

I hope it will not be deemed disrespectful if l^ay, tliatl 
think Mr. Adams is under a mistake in supposkig that there 
is " not enough'* of a " martial spirit" in our country. What 
16 a " nuJ^tM spiriV^ but a ^iritfor- war apd fighting f And 
is there not as. perfect a contrast between the ^ mwHal 
spirit^^ and *^ this spirit of Christ/^ as there isbetwefio war and 
pence ? Catt any one suppose, that the " wartial spirit" is 
that ^ ilieek and quiet spirit> whieh is inr the sight of God of 
great j^ice ?" Is the ^martial spirit" what is recomm^ed^y 
ovtt Saviour, when he sa^s, " ljbaH^ or j6sk r" or when he 
days, ^* Bllg^^ed are the peaee-makers^ for thejF shall be called 
tlie sons of Ood ?" 

Whether I aift ia tfee r^ht or in the #tong, it is my opinioo^ 
ihiKt the iiiare tliete i# of the sphril of Chlrist iii soiy nation, the' 
^^fater is its safety ; and tfa^moJ'd ^ere is ef a ^ iQartisd 8pir« 
it j" the gtesiiet iff ife datt^cir. 

ti s^efttd td be die opii^ bf Mr^ Adtti^^ that ia a ^m»JBt 
^universal and perpetual peace^" "the human Hock wouh^ 
sbbii 1^ flfeeced irtrf biiteh^^d 1^ ope or * I &Ayefer 

HBtsM im tiUsi ityipothesis> b^t Mve Mi^^ Mi t& aseertaki^ 
KirlioilYefe would be tojfevfce «hd to Mc^^lh ai^ttto of <^«j«k^ 

Bift^Vei<adifttiftin^,^h«tM€fiiU ib-^M» H^^mpmmidil^, 
ttat tbete Abm^tJigmaH^mii^ il'Uitf^ dr<' iiii»^i»^ 9nd 
perpetual peace)" it is^ to 9a;y. the least, very ha^baU^tfeftt 
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** one of aj%»'' vrould fleece and &tftoA«r so many of the " hu- 
man flock/' as are fleeced ^ and bi|t<?her^d in the present state 
of the world, — while several 7xt2/tan« of men-ai^ trained up to 
ieecing and butcfaerteg, as a professional aiid. Aonora&Ze em- 
pl03rment. For in the state of " universal and perpetual 
peace** the " one or a few? would^notyb^. stijnulated to fleece 
and butcher by .the hope of military glory, and the applause 
of a deluded mullitiide. Instead, of being extolled, and toast- 
ed, and^leasted> and caroused, m4 semi-deiflpsd for their san* . 
guinary exploitSj^they would be rjegarded as moTisters of inhur . 
numiij^^ Knowit>g this to be the.l%ht in^ which his. character 
Is viewed) the soHU^rt^ bqrbarian would make no parade of 
bis mischievous enterprises,; but,>Jike the pri^te robber or 
assassin of the present age, he w<^ld study concealment^ and 
avail himself of the hour^ of darkness to pesrpi^rate his abomir 
nable deeds* The generaTaMion^nce.wfaieh would be fehby 
the peaceful '^ flock" towait^^ his character^ would be more . 
terrible to him than the sight e(* the halter o]} the giblM&t, 

In writuig to KDy,veB€frah}e friend, it was far fr<|jn my besfft , 
todoorsay any thing^te disturb bis s^repos^'' or to prevent^ 
his dying ui peace. Indeed it was my wish to excite him to 
do something for the pbace of the wpian,. whi<^ he would - 
i«Q^t upon with pleasure ii^ the haitTr^^^ death ; apd which ^ 
others would ren\<Qmbei4||fith gratitude. And al^ough his . 
letter is not such as I hoped for, my regard to hini and my 
wish that he,miUk^^die in pe^qe" are not abated. It;is how- . 
ever ipy se,noue^K^lief, that th^ naore a person's .mind is. imbu- 
ed iv^th the principles and th^.jpint^of peace, th^ morejikely ^ 
ii^ is to .^^ die.ii) peace,'f in the best.^sense^oCtb^ phrase. 

One remark more miay be useful, which howey-er will not 
be intended as a reflection up^^apy person^:^ b|it which may 
belieneficial..^niany :---Ther9r is, certainly A>,xespect due to . 
dbi^aged, andNi^GJ^fy to those who have been emkient for 
lank, for tafents and 6iK usefulpes^ . But it oiig;ht to be under^ 
li^tood by all^ that age does not «!Qcttre a aim from eroor.-^ 
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This must be evident from the diversity of opioioos to be^ 
found among those who nre advanced in years- A^ all laea 
are liable to be influenced by education, many of fthC'^pju)-.* 
ions of the aged are properly the ophiioo». which they imbi'^ 
bed while j/oungy and Y»bidi were confirmed by habit, ^itua-? 
tion and emplo)*meiit^ prior to any thcwough examinotton. 
Such.opinioHS'of a.man at eighty may be as properly conoid- 
ered'tisthe opinions &f a. i/oung man, \fkiiy lived "sixty years 
ago, as the venetable opinions of 6/rf a o:e. r«iy s»di Opinions 
may have been the opinions of a. man who died at thirty years 
of age, a thousand years age f mxd whichj having beep trans- 
mitted as. an inheritance entailed ta posterity, have at length 
becoriie the opiuions-of a nianj, venorable for age, ibr lale^b» 
aid for.^^»perieiice." 

jythough it i^tmsual^or aged peofik to giye op ^se opin- 
ions which they tliMi they have • acquired by >' experience ," 
I cannot but indulge the Jiope,^ that Mr. Adams will .yet be ht 
ble to. say — ^^ My undecstaiidiiig mrf my heart^' again ^> a<^- 
cord*' with the many who.kav.e r^6one<i against war, aad rtw*^ 



REVIEW OF AN EXTRACT FROM A POP: . 
UL'AR STATE rAPER. 

IjJ thd time of our Revolntiontlie- Attterican Congress p*i?f^ 
itiShed kn address to the - people' of "Great ^tain,- in which 
tHfey'rermarked"bn a then recent act -of Parliament, that grant-' 
od a free tbleratiwi t6 tire Catholic religion in Cjlnada. — 
On tins subject ;tlf(>- Congress adopted the foflowin'g' lan- 
guage:— . • .';...* 

*^ We th'fnk tfie-^LcgisIhtiTre of Oreat^ Britain is^ot author- 
i7ied byithe cons^tutidn lo estabtisliau-eligaon fraHghfir.)i#ith' 
gQPggii^ry aad impjoiis .tenets.-^Nor ean wa , suiftpriess^fij^ jg*j 
tonishment that a Britisli Parliaincint s|iO;Add' evei* consent to, 
establish in that country* a religion whiph has fleluged. your 
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island with blood, and dispersed impiety, bigotry, persecutidD,. 
murder and rebellion through every part of the world*'' 

This extract has not been brought to view for the purpose oC 
comniendation, nor for the purpose of reproach 5 but to show 
what lamentable brindoess. and inconsistency 4)ave prevailed 
even among Protestants— 4iow ready they have been to re- 
proach the Catholics on account of tlieir <^ sangumary te«- 
iiets/' as though thesui of blood-guiltiness were peculiar to Ps^ 
pistsi 

There was indeed too much ground to say, that die religion, 
of the Catholics was " fraught with sanguinary tenets ;'' that 
it had*^ deluged the island'' of Great Britain " with blood 5'* 
andthat it had- *^ dispersed impiety, bigotry, persecution and 
murder through every part of the world." But when Protes- 
tants bring these heavy charges against the Papists, are they 
not liable to the cutting reproof — " Thou that teachest an-^ 
otlier, teachest thou not thyself ?" Thou that reproachest an- 
other for " sanguinary tenets," dost thou still retain " sangui- 
nary tenets ?-- Thou who teachest that me!> should W\&^' 
dost thou kill ? 

The Congress proba])!y had particular I'eference to the per- 
secuting tenets of the Papists 5 but have not Piotestants also 
been guilty of persecution ? This cannot be answered in the 
negative. 

It may indeed be said, that at the time the addi'ess was pub- 
lished, the Protestants had renounced the custom of putting 
men to death for their religious opinions. But is this the only 
"sanguinary tenet" in the world ? If the religion of protes- 
tants will not allow them to kill men for heresy , isAt not how- 
ever a fact, that their polUics will allow them to kill for ncth" 
ingy or at least to kill iryiocent 5ul:yQcts for the real or pretend- 
ed crimes of their rulers? 

. If we may justly object to a system of religion^ because it is 
" fraught with sanguinary tenets," why may we not justly ol> 
j<jct tn ji. cvstcm p^ prh'f.'ca cii t^o 't mo jr round ? Is it a less 
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calamity for % man to be murderedy or far a land to be ^ deltk- 
ged with blood" by political fatiaticismt.thaai. by religiofis fa- 
naticisin ? What is the great difference ixt the two cases, ei- 
ther as to the 9in or the misery y that we should feel authorized 
I to Improve, the one and td t;ensure the otlier } 
i Will it restore a murdered man to life^^^ or comfort his berea- 

^ ved familyi to be told^ that it was ncft religion hMtpoUtiar that 
fl did the mischief? Will such infonnation heal gunshot wounds, 
f or assuage the pain of broken bones and amputated limbs ?-— 
I Will it feed the starving multitude who hav? been plundered 

of alt the comforts of life by an army of licentious robbers ,? 
'1 Suppose a ruler^-to revenge some wrong, real or pretended 

-**has caused thi^ death of 50 or 1 00,000 of his brethren r Oft 
heiag accused ef ^^ sanguinary tenets,'' which ^deluge the 
land in blood/' and which ^' disperse murder" in erety direc- 
tion, be replies, — it was not my religious prificiples jhnt my 
political principles that occasioned the slaughter." He adds 
" I am not a Papistyl would have you to know ; I abhor tbe_ 

^Piicis^i^i jpijing^ for iltuBif reltgioii^ 6p{j^M.^ Whut- 
sliali we say of such a ruler ? Is he sane, or insane ? ^ Suppose 
b6 shall make the same plea at the bar of God, will he " be 
able to stand ?" 

In behalf of the rulers of Christian nations it will pc^rhaps be 
said, that they are to be regarded as acting in a twofold capa-i 
city — sometimes as Christians^ at others as rulers^ and that it 
is not as Ckristiansy but as rulers, that they make war^ 

I grant that it is not as ciiaisTiAris that they make war, for 
Christianity affords no countenance to such sanguinary nieas- 
ures. But whether their distinction between religion and. 
politics, or between acting as Christians and as rulers, will free 
I them from guilt and condemnation, is a question which' de- 
mands their serious considerration* The story of the gentle- 
man who was both a Bishop and a Duke may afford an iilus-^ 
tration :— -Being reproved by a friend for immoral conduct, as 
iinb^!ft)mTng tlic cliaracter of a Pishop, he said that it was. not 
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iosthe Bishopf but ai the Duke, that he indii%ed in those *ex^ 
cesses. What, said the reprover, will becortie of the Bishop, 
when the Duke shall be sent to hell for feis crimes ? 

If we may judge of the views of Christian rulers by their 
conduct in making war, it would be natural to suppose that 
they think elevation to office frees them from ail obli^tion to 
regai^jd the precepts of the gospel in their official condudt ; and 
that as rulers they may slaughter men by thousands, and sttS 
be regarded as th^ followers of Christ. 

But after all the Jesuitical distinctions which have been 
made, or can be made, will it be possible for Protestalits in 
-general to free themselves from the charge, that their ** reli- 
gioTi'^ has been " fraught with sanguinary tenets ?''. I will pass 
over the lamentable scenes of Protestant persecution in past 
ages ; for these, in my opinion, are among the smaller items 
in the general account of blood-guiltiness. But I may sol- 
emnly ask — Hastiot the religion of Protestants been associa" 
ted with etrerif war in which they have engaged since the days 
of Luther ? How constantly huve Protestant rulers and gen- 
erals endeavored to make the soldiers and common people be-* 
lieve, that their religion was one of the objiects fot which they 
Vferefgktingf Have not Protfestawt«lers uniformly called 
on the clergy to employ their inflftdftce in exciting a war spir- 
it ? Have they not also called oft them to supplicate a mer- 
ciful God to gratft success Co their armies, in their work ^' 

MURDER AND DESOLATION ? 

Have not the Protestant clergy been geiierally submissive 
to tbe^e demands, and thus made their religion subservient to 
human l)utchery ? 

Ifthes^'thihgscannot be denied, what but the most depto'* 
rable blindness can lead Protestants to imagine, that their re^ 
iigion has not been ^^ fraught with sanguinary tenets ?'* 

Is it not then time for warring Protestants to cease from 
boasting of the^t/rtVy of their religion-»-and from reproaching 
the Papists for tbelr "sanguinary tenets,'' till they shall have 
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leffiected a ttiore thorough reformation in their own principles 
and customs ? It would require something more than the in- 
genuity of popish Jesuits to show, on principles of reason or 
religion, why the butcheries of war are less criminal, or less 
to be abhorred, than the butcJieries of the Inquisition. If 
Protestants can make war and " murder" men for their oum 
honor y and for the honor of a nation, let them at least for the 
sake of decency forbear to reproach those who have done the 
same things for the honor of God, and the honor of religion. 

The " Wallet," mentioned by the heathen philosopher, has 
long been in use among Protestants. Their own ^^san- 
^inary tenets" they have kept in the hinder part, concealed 
from their own sight; but those of the Roman Catholics they 
have placed in the fdre part, so as to be constantly visible. — 
Is it not time to change the position of the two ends of the 
"Wallet," that we may have a fair view of our own sanguinary 
delusions? 



WARS BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 
The following account of wjyrs between France and Eng- 
land, is taken from the Evangelical Magazine, printed in Lon- 
don Jan. 1813. The left liand column gives the year in 
which the several wars commenced, from the year 11 10 to 
1813 — the right hand column gives the duration of each war. 
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Trom this shocking recount it appears, that the number df 
'wars was 24; that 260 years of the fOO were ernj^oyed by 
these nations in butchering one another ; that - fr-om 1 1 6 1 to 
.i47l,a.term of 310 years, 1S6 were spent in war; that Stem 
^1368 they were at war 101 years in 103— 4iaving a peace only 
'^of 2 year5 duration. 

if we add to this accouiit the years that these nations were 
•employed. in war with other nations, or in cioilwars in their 
respective dommions,- while at peace with each, other, it will' 
probably appjsar, that they harve spent Biore >thim half the 
time in warduring^he last TOO years.. How awful must have 
Jbeen the total am oxmt of carnage ^nd'^iPfertng / 'if the i sland 
of Great Britain arid the whole territory t)f France, should 
now -be smikl)y an eatlhquake, the loss of lives would perhaps 
'be less than what has been occasioned by the voluntary 
and anti-cbristian» Avars of the ^t^^ tifetioijs. 'Tet Uorin^j the 
TOO years,^ the people of these nations have both called them- 
selves. C/em^taw^, and gloried in their murderous exploits ! 
Taking into view the great privileges they have enjoyed 
-and the idepra%'ityand.g-uilt which a great portion of the peo* 
pie must have contracted by- their habit of war, -we may peri- 
haps justly apply to each of the two nations the following 
Mines, whicii -were s^ddrossed by Cowper to the city of Londoa: 
■ Ten rij^Uteous would have saved a-rityonc^, 
A«d thoii4>ast'fminy' righteous— Well for thee— 
That salt preserves The6 j more-'cfbrrwpted else 
■•jArnd therefore more obn6xio«s* at tl\is hourt 
Thau Sodom inrlier day hadi-power to be. 
For whom' God heard his Abraham pleatl irr vutn. 

•^n no other ^account is either of th^twoniatlons so justlyliable 
^^to the reproach'of boing caUickri$ti&ny as on ^i at of thdf ivar- 
ring cAamc^er,m.w.hiehtfeGybdth glory. Shall the people of 
nhe United StSites continue' to follow the Bloody es&mj^le of 
i^these nations in o^m?i^ ^i/man eacr(/?ces ? *' God forbid! ?** 

jidani to MichaeL * 

** Ad;.m. was all tearis aJid to his gtdd^ 
'^^qnc'iiting turned, full sad: O whui ate th6Se ! 
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Bealh's ministers, not men, -who thus deal dea^ 
' Inlmmftnly to men, and multiply 
Ten thousand fold the sin of him who slew 
His brother ! Far of whom such massacre 
Make they but of th^ii* brethren, men of men'?" 

MICTON. 



CONSTITUTION OF THE MASSACHUSETTS iPEACE SOCIET'Y. 

In forming a society, which it is hoped tn ay have an exten-^ 
sive influence, we, the subscribers, deem itj>roper to make a 
concise declaration of our motives and objects. 

We have been strongly impressed, by corisidering the man- 
ifold crimes and tremendous calamities of public war, and the 
melancholy insensibility which has been induced by education 
«wid habit, in regard to this4nost barbarous, destructive, and 
imchristian custom. Our earnest wish is, that men may be 
brought to view war in a just hght, to see clearly its baleful in- 
fluence on the politic^il, moral, and religious condition of com- 
munities, and its opposition to the design and spirit of the gos* 
pel. Most earnestly do we desire that men may be brought to 
feel that a spirit of conquest is iamong t\t& most atrocious of 
crimes ; that the thirst for military glory is inhuman, delusive 
and ruinous, and that the true dignity and happiness of a peo- 
ple result from impartial justice towards all nations, and the 
spirit and virtues of peace. 

Various facts and considerations have conspired in exciting 
a hope, that a clrange may be ejected in public sentiment, 
?uid a more happy «tate of society introduced. It is evidently 
the design and tendency of the gospel, to subdue the lusts and 
passions, from which wars ^d fighting originate ; and encour- 
agement is given that a time will come, when the nations will 
learn war no more. ,We believe that a great majority of the 
people in every civTiized countiy, when ^e« from the delusion? 
of party passions nnd prejudices, haye such an aversion to pub- 
lic hostilities, that they would rejoice if any plan could be de- 
vised, Avhich would both secure their rights and absolve them 
from the burdens and suflerings of war. A late Treaty of 
Peace has suggested the. practicability of such a plan, and giv- 
en us an admirable lesson on tlie subject. ' We now. siee, that 
when two .govern u>ents are inclined to pcacn^ thf y can make 
some friendly pover the umpire and last resort, for settling 
points of controversy. For this jsy« of pacific light we arc 
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grateful, and we hope that it will be like " the shining light, 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day.'' This 
hope is strengthened by reflecting on the animating^fact, that 
the horrid custom ot^ private w^r^, which for ages desolated 
Europe, was finally abolished by a siiiular project. 

Besides, it is clear that every popular custom must depend 
on public opinion ; and we also know, from history, that i^any 
customs and usages which were formeriy considered as honor- 
able, useful, and even necessary, have since been abolished, a» 
inhuman and barbarous, and are now regarded with detesta- 
tion and Iiorror. 

To the list of encouraging facts we may add, that by their 
late dreadful sufferings, the attention of the European nations 
-is unusually excited tp, the guilt and miseries of war; and with 
joy we have learned, that Peace Societies have been proposed, 
if not already established, on the other side of the Atlantic. — 
These things not only encourage our hearts, and strengthen 
our hands, but preclude the objection which might arise, that 
it is dangerous to cultivate the spirit jof peace ia .one nationy ■ 
whilst others retain die spirit of war* A coK>perati6n in differ- 
ent countries is j^oyfully anticipated, in this great work of pro- 
moting peace on earth and good wiU among men. 
V But above all other sources of encouragement, we contem* 
plate the benevolent character of our heavenly Father, as dis- 
played in the gospel of his beloved Son. We there behold 
mm as " die God of peaces?' and we have a cheering hope, that 
he will own and prosper a society of peace-makers. 

It is v^ell known that a diversity of sentiment has existed a^i 
inang christians on the question, whether war be not in all ga- 
ses prohibited by the gospel. But we intend that this society 
shall be established on. principles so broad, as to embrace the 
ft-iends of peace who differ on this as well as on other subjects. 
We wish to promote the cause of peace by methods which all 
Christians must approve, — by exhibiting with all clearness and^ i 
distinctness the pacific nature of tiie gospel and by turning tl|.e 
attention of the community to the najture, spirit, causes and ef- 
fects of war. We hope that by the gradual illumination of the 
Christian world, a pacific spirit may be communicjated to gov- 
ernments, — ^and that, in this way, the occasions of war, and tile 
belief of its necessity j will be a^nstSiritly diminishing, till it 
shall be regarded by all Christians with the same horror with . 
which we now look back on the exploded and barbarous cus^ 
tonas of former ages. • 
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dnth^e principles, and with these h«»pes, weadopt^the fal- 
lowing 

AIITICLES/ 

I. Tlie nameofthis-society shall be The MasiSAchusetts 
Reia^. Society, 

II. The government of this societv. shall'conslst of a Presi- 
deutj^Yice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Corres- 
ppndiug Sticrctary, Assistant Secretaries, and six Trustees,, 
who shall be annually ehosen, three of whom shall constitute a 
quorum. 

HI. The funds of the society shall be under the direction -df 
the o/Ticersr, to be employed for the diffusion of light on the 
svibj^^t^ofwar, and in cultivating the. princiijies and spirit of 
peaces TJ>e officer s^shall ha vj@i power to appoint an Execu*. 
live Committee, and Counsellors to advise with tlie Correspon- 
ding Secretary, and to make regulations for the dispatti of 
business. 

IV. Each subscriber of one <lollar annually shall be. a meia- 
ber. 

V. E aiih subscriber of twenty-five dollars slmll be a .membo^ 
for liie*. 

VI. All djonatioi>s to the godety, shall be recotded ; and ev- 
ery donor of fifty dollars or iipwards, shall be an honorary, 
meniber of the society and of the Board of Trustees. 

VII. Each member of the society may receive one half his. 
annual subscription in such books or tracts as the officers shall- 
approve, and at the lowest prices of the society. 

VXII, Tlie annual rAeeting of the society shall be on the 
last' Thursday \\\ evei-y. year ; at which time reports shall be 
made by the Trustees and the Treasiirer. 

IX. This society will encourage the forming of similar so- 
cieties, in this country and in foreign countries,, by the disper- 
sion of tracts, by correspondence, and by other suitable 
means. They will also encourage mutual aid and co-opera- 
tion an%ong all the friends of peace of every denomination* 

X. Should any person beconie a member of this society, 
whose residence is remote from Boston, it shall beregardjed a;> 
honorable for him, to encourage the establishment of a similar 
society Id his own vicinity. 

XI. No change in the objects of the society shall ever be 
made 5 but the articles may be amended^ and new articles 
may be added, us occasion sBall require \ provided that no 
^teratian^b^.n?V?de except*at the annual .ineetin^, and by the 
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constat of two-thirds of the members wlio in^y then be prcr- 
seiit. 



The Constitution of the Massachusetts Peace Society was 
signed by a considerable number of gentlemen, Dec. 28, 1815. 
On the lltli of January the officers were elected. Copies of 
the Constitution have been circulated to procure subscribers, 
but the present number of members is not precisely, known i-r^ 
The society is however pi^etty numerous ; and in the list of 
subscribers may be seen the names of the Governor, the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, two respectable Judges,, the President an<|: 
se>'eral Professors of Harvard University, and many ministers 
of religion of diflerent denominations. 

May wejiot hope that this example 'will be imitated by thel 
friends of peace in every part of Massachusetts, and in each <^. 
the United St^qtes ?. ' 

OFFICERS. 

His Honor William Phillips, President, : 

Hon. Thomas Dawes, Vice President, 

iDea. Elisha Ticknor, Treto^rer. 

Mr.. Thomas Wallcut, Rec, Sec. 

Rev. Noah Worcester, Corres. Sec» . 

Rev. John Foster, D, D.. \ - 

Rev, Abiel Holmesy D. D. 

Prolbssor Levi Hedge, iTrustff>s 

Rev. Daniel Sharp, f ^^^^^^^^ 

John Ken rick, Esq. 

William Wells, Esq. - . > 

Rfev. John Foster, D. 6, 1 

Rev. Jonathan Homer, Coun8eUaf9>^ -^ 

Rev. Henry Ware, D. D; > of the 

Rev. Joseph McKean, L. L. D. Cw, Sec% . 

Revi William ]?• Ohan^ing, 3 



NOTICE OJf PEACE PUBMCATJONS. 

Three valaabte pamphlets oi) w»r and peace have been received^ 
which have not been noticed in any former Number of this work,*— 
Tlie first bears date Feb. 22, 1815/ and is entitled, "A Declaration of 
the- Society of People commonly called SfaaKert— ^showing.- their rea- 
sons for refusing to aid or sbel the cause of war and ))lood*sb«d, b]r • 
bearing arms, paying fines,» hiring substitutefy or rendering any 
rqmvuietu for military services." ■ 

Tins pamphlet is well written, and It contains many things worthy -. 
of ^het^^onsideratioi^ of all Christians. The •*De.cWation anil s(at^> ^ 

,• ' . . sa.i- ■ 
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ments are submitted to ihe ci?il and military offifcers of the- stale flf- 
New York," by the «»EUler8 and Ddacons or Trustees of th«L aaciety" 
in that state, and signed by S^'pcrsons. 

This inoffensive people allege, that since the establishnaant of their 
ftociety irt" New- York, they "have paid to the amount ^^,000 in-milila- 
ry fiaes,**" They addj "and we have sufficient evidence; that a large 
portion of this^ sacrifice has.never benefitted the state''' 

They also say — "A large society of our people in the Indiana terri* 
tory has suffered much. In the time of Gen. Harrison's campaign 
ftgainst the Indians, several divisions of his army at different timesy*n- 
camped in that society ; in consequence of which they suffered the 
loss of nearly all their-living, and Uie whol^ society, which consisted 
of. nearly 400 people^ were obliged to jjerform a journey cf several 
hundred miles-thioogh a wild«rtiess under great sufferiiiigsand diiR* 
culty, to seek, a shelter among the bretlircn of their omm» society in tljc 
atates of Ohi6>and Kentucky. Their damage andrlo8 8«. which consis- 
ted mostly, in grain, cattle and other articles, of provision, consumed 
and taken,"away by the army, exclusive of what was paid, for, was sup. 
posed to exceed ^iOiOOQ ; the whole of which was borne without 
assistance from any other source than the "people of our o wa denomi- 
nation." 

Is>8uch the justice and huiHanity of Christian warriors towards 
tfceir fellow, citizens ? Would the savages in that region have - treated 
the peaceful Shakers in such a manner, knowing their principles ? 

The second of the three Tracts^ is- entitled ''Thoughts on practical 
advantages of those who hold, the doctrines of Peace over those whft^ 
vindicate War, addressed to those who follow peace with all men." 

The third is entitled "Observations t)n the Kingdom of Peace,. under 
the reign of the Messiah.'*' 

The latter has just arrivedt) and from a note contained in it, I ami 
now authorizied to state what was alluded to in p. 13, where it is^said 
that the Massachusetts Peace society is not thcL only one in this coun- 
try. The two pamphlets just mentioned wer^ published by «the 
Peace Society in New Tort." They are a valuable addition to the- 
number of PC ACB VAMPHLBTsan our country.. Theyarebotb.com-- 
tnunicated to the Society in the form of address, and printed at their- 
requeft*.. 

The ftrst of these displays the advantages which naturally reauk to 
Individuals ft'oxn cordially adopting the gospel sentiments of Peace.^— 
The other gives a concise view, of some predictions relating to the 
peace of the world' under the reiga of Messiah, and the means^by 
which the '^glorious events are to be' accomplished^" In each of'tbe^v 
tracts tn amiable peace spirit is both displayed and recosMaended* . 



Since the prieceding paragraphs were written^ two odier 
publications have been presented. One of them may be de- 
nominated an anti'pectce publication. This will perhaps claw 
some attentioD in a futur^tNumber^ 



d by Google 



Notice of Peace Publications. ' 212? 

The other is e&titled " Observations oti the natural and con-, 
stitutional rigbts of Conscience, in relaVion to military requisi- 
tions on. the people ealied Shakers." The pamphlet li^ars 
date " Watervliet, Feb. 20, 1-816.'^ Its object is to support a. 
Memorial from the Shakers to the legislature of New- York^ 
pleading for " an exemption* from militarj^ requisitions," — ia 
ether words, that they may not be compelled to jpay Jinesfor 
obeying the dictaties of then* own consciences in refusing to 
bear arms. The reasoning in the pamphlet is ing^enious, mild 
srnd forcible. It is believed that the members of the New- 
York legislature are too intelligent to be capable of reading. - 
the publication " steadily through," without being convinced,., 
tliat justice and humanity are both in favor of granting the 
*' exemption" requested by the JVtemorial. The pamphlet is- 
concluded in this impressive language ; — "Can the govern- 
ment be unwilling to allow the only privilege, we ever asked" 
of it, and that too a privilege which we jaevj^r should liaye ask- 
ed,_ but for conscience's saHe ?" 
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REVIEW OF MILITARY MARTYRDOM. 

The custom of war embraces a.multitude of delusions, by"- 
^hich its popularity has been, supported. One of these will 
now be examined. 

It is a common thing to sjieak of tliose who ha\^e died in 
battle as martyrsy who gloriously sacrificed their lives for the 
good of their country — for its religion, Jts liberty , its indepen- 
dence, or its glory. By thus pruising military men who per- 
ish in war, others are fluttered aiid excited to hazar4 their 
own lives, in the hope of renown. 

The delusive idea of dying as martyrs for the good of their 
country, and of fame, for the .sacrifice, is, perhaps, one of the 
most common and most powerful anptives with military .men ; 
and it is one which, uniformly accompanies war. That this 
is a delusion, may appear from the following considerations :■ — 

First. ^ It is an idea which operates on both sides of a mili- 
tary contest ; on the part of the aggressor, as well as on the 
part of the defender. The military men oa each side^j^onsid- 
er.themselves as fighting for th^ good of their country. The 
officers dJi each side excite the soldiers to • desperate enterpri- 
ses, by reminding them of the crown and glory of martyrdom, . 
if they shall fall^in battle. After the battle is over, the friends; 
of the stain are reminded of the honors, of mai^t^rdom, achicv«* . 
ed by such heroes. ^ 

Now let these facts be compared with another idea, which 
is generally admitted by Christians of tlic present age, name- 
ly^ thot aggressors in war are murderers^ To escape this ter- <■ 
rible censure, each party in war claims the honor of being on 
the ^c/i?nm'e5ide, and^reproaches^the other as the ao^^e^spr. 
But it is certain thatone or the other • is an aggressor. And 
it is possible and probable, that:each becomes an aggressor in 
the course of the war. Indeed in most cases of war, it may 
be impossible, for the soldiers on either side to tell which gov" 
ernment was the^r*f aggressor, or whi(;h is most in-: fault. — 
Yet on both sides the honox of martyrdom is claimed? while, 
according to au acknowledged principle; oaone side, jf not pn 
both, the war is strictly mwr<feroM«r .. 
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• M^rt' Vh6 mtlke war for conquest, plun J er Or fanae^ iastea<i 
•f bbtng Jpraised foF their exploits, deserve to be branded with 
infamy ; for no-kind Qf robbery^ oir milrdei*, is more to be ab- 
iiorred* 

Seeondi Let the conduct of these supposed martyrs be 
-eompared with that of the Prince of Peace, and we shall have 
a still more perfect idea of the delusion. The Messiah laid 
down his life for the benefit of others : he " died the just for 
tfee unjust, that he might bring ps to God/' But did he die 
like these military martyrs, exerting himself to destroy as ma- 
ny of his foes as possible ? Did he die "breathing out threat- 
ening and slaughter," and heaping death aikl misery pn otl>- 
ers, to avenge the injuries he had received? 

No,, verily 5 he was meek, inoflensive, and miresisting as a- 
liamb. Instead of spreading around him slaughter and misery y, 
and exulthig in the- mischiefs he had occasioned to others, he 
prayed for liiis^ insulthig murderers ; "'* Father, forgive theov; 
ibr they know not what they do."' Thus he sutTered, " leav- 
ing us an example that we should follow his steps.'' 

Is it not then evident, that not only on owe side, butonhotltj 
there is the most perfect delusion, when those who die jight'-. 
tng: are praised ^9 martyrs. 

Third, If we consider the > woraZ cAaracfer,. of many o€ 
those who are praised as military martyrs^ the delusion: will 
appear in a still stronger light. 

How many men, whose vice& rendered them, infamous, 
while at home, and even a burden and a reproach to commu- 
nity, havejoihed'an army, and^ fallen in battle. Yet, without 
any change of character, except for the wors<?, have they not 
been praised as martyrs ? Nay, have not such vicious characters 
been exhibited as examples^ worthy of imitation ? Have not 
posterity been called upon to remember them with respect, 
and Emulate their glorious deeds ! 

Thus bloody men, whose vices would have soon de$troyed . 
them, had they not died in battle, have been represented as 
«ar^^r«, as followers of the meek and' benevolent Saviour of 
men, who gave his own life " to redeem us from all. iniquity,, 
and to purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.]" Is it possible to form a more perfect contrast of char- 
acters than we now have befbre us, or to name a more con- 
summate delusion ? 

Fourth. The word martyr onginally signified tn^Tics*. — 
.©ur Saviour /A'as the faithful and true martvr or .w^mess., TJw 
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tetm Was applied to his apostles, who were cheeen m^es^es oT 
what Jesus did and said^ and of his resurrection. But a^ bear- 
ing witness for him exposed men to suffering, the word; was 
afterwards i^ised tasigniiy, such as suffered' foi^ their testinuh- 
ny in the cause of Christ. According to Walker, its present 
meaning is, " o»e who, by his death,, bears witness lo tfeiS 
truth." 

Now what is the " truth j'^' to which -military martyrs bear 
witness, when theV" die, in attiempts to kill their brethren ? — 
They indeed bear witness to one deplorable." truth," namely^ 
that professed folio wer& of Christ have adopted maxims of 
conduct in direct hostility to tlie gospel of peace \ 

Had the avowed enemies of the Christian religion empFoy- 
pd all their ingenuity, to invent a plan to defeat the desi^ of 
the gospely and to bring the character and religion of the 
Messiah into disrepute, what could they . have devised more 
adapted to such an end, than to persuade Christians them- 
selves, to applaud vicious and bloody men, as martyrs and a» 
followers of the "Captain of our salvation ?" 

But to prevent* misapprehensions, it may be> necessary to 
observe, that I am far from being disposed to ascribe to ali mili- 
tary men a vicious character. That many who have been ho&« 
©red as martyrs have been eminently vicious, I believe to be a 
lamentable and undeniable truth, Yet I doubt not, thatmai^ 
good persons have exposed and sacrificed their lives in war.! — 
Still 1 think,^that had such men been correctly informed, as to 
the nature of war and its opposition to the gospel, they would 
have chosen to die as the Saviour did. praying for their enemies 
rather than in attempts to destroy them. In this article, my 
object has been to expose one of the delusions which accom- 
panies, war, and which tends to hurry the wicked down to per- 
dition 5. and not to vilify the virtuous, who have been misled by 
the influence of education and custom. lFa7\ Siud persecution 
1 regajrd as similar delusions. Both of them, have given scope 
to the vilest passions of the wicked 5 and both have misled 
many vu'tiioua men to do things, which; an enlightened cQftr 
sscience cannot approve. ' . 



KEVIEW OF THE GASE STATED BY MR. JEFFERSON. 
In the letter published in the last number^ Mr. Jefferson 
stated the case^ of oiuvlate war with Great Britain, as one which. 
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claimed my " consideration ia a di$cussion of the general ques- 
tion, whether any degree ©f injury will render a receurse^ to 
war expedient." . ' 

In complying with his suggestion, I sh^all adopt his state- 
ment of the case, as " a possible ca^e," and shall imitate hi« 
example so far, as neither to " a^iim nor deny the truth of 
these allegations." Nor shall I pretend that we had not as 
good ground for war, ^ has been common either in ancient 
or modfem times. Indeed I believe we had as good reasons 
for making war, as have- been usually found by war makers of 
other nations. 

The case, as stated l)y Mr. JeflfersoHj is concisely this — 
^ That Great Britain took from us before the late war 1,000 
vessels, and that during the war we took from her 1,400 — ^that 
l>efore the war she seized and made slaves of 6,000 of our citi- 
>zens, and that in the war we killed more than 6,000 of her 
subjects, and caused her to expend such a sum as amounted to 
4 or 5^000 guineas a head for every slave she made. She 
might have purchased the vessels she took for less than the 
v<due of those she lost, and used the 6,000 of her men killed, 
for the purposes to which she applied ours — have saved" the 4 
or 5^000, guineas a head, and obtained a character of justice, 
which is as valuable to a nation as to an individual. These 
considerations, therefore, .le?cve her without inducement to 
plunder property, and take men in future on such dear terms." ^ 

ft is presumed that no unprejudiced person will say that 
this statement of the case isniotas favorable on the part of the 
United States, as it could be made with due t^e^ect to truth 
:and»to facts; and it is well known, that many will regard the 
statement as incori'ect in some particulars. But this is the 
*' possible case," wliich Mr. Jefferson thought would ^ claim 
my attention." 

The immorality and antichristian nature of war, is not now 
ttie subject of discussion ; but its policy or exjiedienci/y as it re- 
lates to the welfare of a nation. In other words, the question 
is, whether it be"*^ expedient" for a nation to make war for 
sitch offences as are supposed in the statement, «nd for such 
advantages as our nation has derived from the contest ? 

The loss of Great Britain by the war is probably underra- 
ted. The loss oCiives was, I suspect, more than twice 6,000, 
including^ll that perished in consequence of tlie war, by sea 
nnd land. SBut this loss of Great Britain is not our gain, in a- 
113' other sense, than as it may have " left her without induce- 
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ment to plunder property, and to take men in future on suA 
dear terms." 

It would indeed Ibe natural to hope, that the loss of Great 
Britain by the ikvar, w«uld have the effect supposed, were it 
not/oiJoneMeplorable fact, namely— that warring nations, like 
vicious individuals, are governed in a great -measure by habit. 
'We see the famous boxer, with blood streaming from his nose 
and mouth, and his flesh bruised to a jelly ; we see the duel- 
list severely and dangerously wounded; we see the drunkard 
fall from liis horse and^aken up half dead; v?e see the gara- 
H[>ler with downcast eyes, because lie has lost nearly all his 
property in one night : — -We hope they will all take w?arhing 
by what has happened to them, and reform their lives. But, 
alas i their habits are fixed, and perhaps'in one month, we 
-shall see eacli of them jpursuing his former road to destruction. 
<Each hopes for better success the next time. 

Let the history of warrhig governments be examined, and 
inquire, whether this illustration is not as applicable to them 
as to the vicious individuals. If the gambler obtains an ad- 
Tantage in one game, lie^is encouraged to risk another, i& 
h()pe of adding to his ill-gotten weadth — If he loses in one 
game, he will try again, in hope of recovering what he had 
lost. In like manner, warring nations of former ages, proceed- 
ed till they brought ruin on themselves. 

Nor is any thing better to be -expected of warring goveri> 
mentsof the present age, unless the^yes of people can be o- 
pened to see war in its true light. Except something should 
'he done for this purpose, the probability of another war with 
Great Britain, is, in my opimon, much greater than it^^'ould 
have been at this time, had the last "war not occurred. 

At any rate, I doubt whether there is a single person- con- 
cerned in the government of our nation, or a single man of 
common sense In the land, who vvould have given his own life 
for all the security tliat the war has procured to us, against fu- 
ture injuries from the British nation. I indeed hope that the 
eyes of that nation will be opened to see the evils of war, and 
that they will refrain from injuring us; but IhaveHohope that 
their losses in the war ^aye had, or will have, such an ef- 
fect. If such should fbe the effect of the war, it may be regard- 
ed as a phenomenon in the history of a povyerful, prosperous, 
and warring nation. 

The fiCPwnVy against a future war between the'two nations, 
which would result from having tico irttelligent and genuine 
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|>eace diarac^tersin fee cabinet of each, would be a hundred fold 
greater, than all that lias been produced by the losses of the 
ilast conflict. 

But there are considerations, i^^hich Mr. Jefferson^s state^ 
^ment does not embrace, and whiGh lie doubtless expected 
Avould be brought to view in this e^tamination. 

He stated the losses which we occasionefl to Great Britain 
in the war 4; but not the losses on our part, of '^t what los^ to 
•ourselves we occasioned such loss to Great Britain. 

He stated what is said to be our loss of A^essefe before the 
war; but ricft our loss of -vessels m the war, which was certain- 
ly very great. 

lie stated the loss of lives on the part of Great Britain ; but 
•not the loss of lives on the part of the United 'States. 

' He stated the expense of money, which 'we occasioned to 
<jrreat Britain 4 but not the expense of money -we occasioned 
to ourselves. 

He state<l "how many of our citizens, h is saiifl, were made 
slaves of * 1)y the British before the w^ar;^' but not how many 
•of our citizens Averd reduced to a similar kind of slavery by 
our own government, in Nconsequence of the war. 

I have no objection to kis applying the^term slave or slave^ 
ry to the condition ctf'men, doomed »'to serve rniships Ofwar.— 
Nor jShould I haye objected, had he applied it to the condition 
of regular troops. My views on this point were expressed ill 
the second Number of this work, in answer to the arguments 
^f Lord Kanies. 

In dotenriiriing tlie question, " whetlier a recourse 'tb wt^r 
4s expedient,'^ for such injuries as ^'e had received, and for 
*such benefits as we "have obtained ; the exipense and loss to 
ourselves, by which we obtained the supposed benefit, should 
certainly be considered.; because a thijig jwaj/ co^f more tlran 
at is worth. 

Is it then, good ^Jdlicy to saFcHBceihe lives of 10 or 2X),000 
-jnen,to rescue'^,000 from a state of slavery ? Or Avhen 6,000 
ofomr men are reduced to slavery by another nation, it is-good 
policy to Tednce as naeny more to a simiiarr coiadition, %o re- 
'i?en,n^e the wrong f 

When we havelosft 1, 000 'vessels by "the Jrijustlce of a for- 
eign, power, U it good policy to sacrifice iifty tIfTiies their value, 
to show that we^are men of ^ph'it, -and both %ble and willing 
to " render evil for evil ?^^ 

Or is it souud. policy to sacriBco so mai}y lived; so twich pro 

"T" 
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^rty, aikl to reduce so many of our feHow citizens to a condir. 
tioii as bad as slavery, for the precarious advantage of leaving 
a proud and powerful nation,^ i^ithout inducement to plunder 
property, and take men in future on such dear terms V^ 

As the sin and misery on our part, in having recourse to war^ 
was omitted rn Mr. Jefferson's statement, so they have been 
in a. great measure omitted in this review. But, if to the con- 
siderations already mentioned, we add the anti-christian na- 
ture of wsar as a mode of seeking a redress of wrongs, the guilt 
incurred by the measure adopted, the depravation of charac- 
ter, occasioned to many thousands of our citizens, the suffer- 
ings and anxiety of the multitude who were reduced to pover- 
ty, the loss of lives, and the distress of mourners, wiiose friends 
fell in the war, or perished by the diseases of the camp, and 
the pains and agonies of the thousands of wounded men ; tliese 
several items, when duly estimated, -will swell to an enormous 
^amount the price, -at which we obtained the solitary beneik 
mentioiw^tl?3^ Mr. Jefferson. 

One thing m^ore deserves serious consideration. Had we. a- 
'^iojited the pacific principles of the gospel, or ixad we exercir 
sed long-suffering but a few weeks jnore, we should have known 
that the avowed cause of the war had been removed^ the end- 
less detail of evils which Tesulted to both nations from the con- 
flict, would have been avoided, and the two nations mjght have 
been on terms of amity during the whole period, that their 
fleets, and armies were employed in destroying we another. 

When .all these things shall have been weigiied in an e\ en 
balance, TVIr. Jefferson and many others, will agree witii me m 
vthe Q|>iniiGn, that we bouglit the solitary and precarious bene- 
fit, supposed to be gained by the war, on as " dear terms,'' as 
(ireat Britain ^purchased 1fe«" 1,000 vessels" and the " 6,000 
slaves/' 

This re\iiew, however, of the case of the late war would have 
been avoi(kd, had it not been recommended by the respecta- 
ble authority of Mr. Jefferson, as important" in a<liscussion. 
of the general question, whether any degree of injuiy will ren- 
der a recourse to war expedientl'' The result is probably s«c3j 
RS he anticipated. In the review, Iliave admitted his state- 
ment of alleged facts; and have added none bnt what I thii^k 
he will admit as correct. It lias "been my ain't to avoid all cen- 
sorious reflections, and to examine the subject aside from all 
party considerations and party purposes. For it is. not my 
wi^h to repraacU or in^iire any pait^j^, or class of meii^^ but^^if 
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possible, to convince all my fellow citizens^ that the path, of 
true wisdom is the path of peace,, and that it is for the honor 
and interest of nations, as well as of individuals, tp adopt the 
pacific maxims of the Christian religion, and tQ, extol no othec 
wisdom in preference to that " which is from above.'^ 

To make a more perfect estimate and comparison of th^ 
loss and gain by the late war, either to Great Britain or thg; 
United States, it behoves individual&of each nation to takein- 
ta view ^lie value of life ^ and- the worth of immortal soulsy ca- 
pable of endless happiness or misery. 

Let every ruler, and every reflecting Christian sit down, and 
make out a candid estimate of the value of his otvn life^ and 
his own souly or state the price at which he would consent to 
lose them. In the next place, let him consider how many- 
lives were probably sacrificed by the war, and how many souls, 
were probably ^* hurried into eternity, in an unprepared state,'^ 
Then take the estimated value of his own life and his owii. 
soul, and multiply it by the total of the lives and souls ;which 
w^re probably, Iq&t by the war, and' set the product against the 
sum of the realgaiuy which has resulted to both nations from 
the contest. Having proceeded thus far,., let him. reflect on 
^is result, as becomes a rational and accountable being. — 
\Vill he not exclaim^ in^the lianguage of our Saviour, ** What 
^ a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
iis own soul ! Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
^oul !'' Will he not also add — Of all the delusions that ev^r 
idilieted the human family, war is the most bewildering, and- 
the raost fatjd !^ 

If such should be the effect of counting the cost of war, let 
each individual,, while under these solemn convictions and im? 
pressions, adopt the fallowing magnanimous resolution: 

'-Never agsin will I employ my influence in favor of making 
#ar, till I am as willing to lose ray own life and soul, in a 
bloody contest, as I am to expose thousands of my/brethren, 
each of whom has a life and soul as important to himself, as 
mine are to me ; nor until I am fully, satisfied, that the real 
profits of a proposed war, would be of more worth than aU the 
Uves and souls, which would probably be sacrificed, estimating 
those of each of my brethren at the same rate as I value mjfe* 
own.' 

It is believed that no ruler, who is not as unprincipled as an 
atheist, can pretend^ that such a resolution would be either 
uncbristian or unreasonable ; and that no minister of feligioa, 
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Mho loves li is neighbor as himself^or who has ^cb aregand 
for the souls of men, as to be worthy of his office, can adopt; 
th^ resolutiouj ai\d still appear as an. advocate fot war,. 



REVIEW OF SOMF. PASSAGES IN DR. IVfLEOD^' 
" FIVE DISCOURSES'' ON THE LATE WAR. 

In the time of the late war,;Di*. M'Leod published *^ Five 
Bi^coui-ses/^ entitled " A scriptural view of the character, caur 
ses, and etids of the present war." The Discoi^rses are writ- 
ten with ability, and not a little of that kind of eloquence 
which.is common in war speecbes, Tbe, worjc has been. pre- 
sented, as affording a proper subject for review. But, on ex- 
amination, I could not but apprehend some danger ; for I am. 
i&onvinced,.that the trar «/>»V(f is z contagiom disease ^ which 
may be commupicated by books writ;ten under its influence ;i 
and that k may be displayed in controversial writings as real- 
.ly as in a field of battle. For this reason I must be excused 
Iji-om a very close and partieulaiiexaminatiQa of the Five Dis- 
courses. The principal pillars, however, of the Av^ar system 
may be examined. 

No atieixipt will be inade in this review, to vindicate the war- 
ring character of Great Britain, which was so much the theme 
the Doctor's declamation. I both lament and abhor this trait 
in the character of Great Britain, as well as in other nations. 
What she regards as her glory, is really her disgrace, as a. 
ChriHian power, and it may evidently prove her ruin. Nor. 
shall I attempt any apology for that conduct in the British 
government, which was niade the ground of complaint by out 
own. It will not be as an advocate for Great Britain that I 
shall write, but as an advocate for Christian principles, and 
Christian practice ; and I hope that nothing will find a place 
in my remarks, which shall be injurious to the author of thg 
Discourses. If he is in an error on this important subject, he 
willbc tlie gainer, should I be able to convince him of his mis- 
take. This benefit it will be my aim .to confer ; and, in the 
attempt^ I^ shall haVe nothing to do with his religion or bis 
politics,, except as they relate to war. 

I shall, in ilio first ]>l^xe, exhibit some passages from the 
Discoursts, wliicli I cordially npprove : ; , 

^» War is an evil. It is a school of vice ; it is a nursery of 
debauchery. By it, cities are sacked, ai]d countries laid wastp. 
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Tfc« dearest ties of kindred are nnlooseid ; fathers made child- 
less, children fatherless, aud wives converted into Avidows*-^ 
You see, brethren, some of its pernicious eifects in this city ; 
a«d you feei and lament the evil. You hear of greater evils 
ia other pai:ts of our latid, during the short pfi'iod since war 
has upon our part existed. You deprecate the calamity. — • 
Y^ou regret the policy which led us to such a state of things. 
You are tempted to call hi question entirely, the legitmaq/ 
of war. Itisnot-isurprising you should. What more cruel 
and less congenial with the spirit of tk€ gospol? But Ertgiand 
l<F scarcely ever'at peace.^ p. 9().-. 

" Do you deny the lawfulness of war in any case ? So 1^ 
it be. I shall join with you for the time, in deprecating its • 
rtumerous evils. It flows from the malevolent passions 5 and' 
itreucourag^eti aitd strengthens -tijte vicious passions from which 
it flows. It arrests the progress of improvement irr society-v^ 
It impoverishes countries, and lays waste the cities of the«na-». 
tions. It exposes to temptations and corrupts the youth. It 
. exposes to danger, and to death. It hurries into eternity, in 
an unprepared state, thousands of our thoughtless fellow-sin- 
wei^, who might otherwise have had time, and space for re- 
pentance." p. 150. 

Is it no^'ftstonishing, that >vithsacli views of the crimes and^i 
ctdijmities-of war, a minister of a peaceful religioHy^puld be-* 
ceme an advocate for an appeal to arms, on a paltry questioft 
of •• propert}^" or " national honor ?" Is it possible, on any 
principles of rcjBon or religion, to justify a course of conduct 
which "flows fl'om «iaZe{fo/e/t^j^sfit07t«," establishes " a school 
of vice," " a nursery of debauchfery 5" a course by whic^ " the 
dearest ties of ; kindred ari^. unloosed, fathers mad«5;childl^s^ 
children fathertess, and^wives converted into widows ;" which- 
*^ arrests- the progress o^ improvement^ impoverishes coua^. 
tries," — ^^^ corrupts the youth,"-^--^^ exposes to temptations,"— 
"to danger and death,"-^-and " harries into eternity, in aa- 
unprepared state, thousands of our thoughtless feUow^inners, 
who might otherwise- haVe had time and ^ space for repent- 
ance." . • 

"But," says the DDfctor, " England is scarcely evei at^ 
peace." " Her guilt is of oldet date. It is of greater extent.: 
It is of longer duration." Be it so ; the more is her govern- 
m.ent to be blamed, and her subjects to be pitied ; but shall 
we, therefore, follow her guilty example, and pursue the road 
tQidestructiQa ? 
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May I not appeal to the conscience and feelings of Pr. Al V 
iLeod, and ask, — ^At what rate, or by what standard, does he 
^timate the crimes and tooe$y or the lives and souls of his fel- 
low beings, while with s^uch eonvictions of the <* malevolent" 
source, and dreadful .effects of war, he avows himself as an ad-? 
vocate for the savage and horrid custom? 

Is he a husband and a father? If so, for what amount of 
^properly" or "national, honor,? would he consent to be- 
iB«de ** childless,? or. to have his children made " fatherless," 
and his wife " fconverted into a widow," by the nturders of war ? - 
For what amount of " property" or " national honor," would 
he consent that his children,^ or biKQself, should be " hrn'ried^ 
ipto eternity, in an unprepared state," by the . custom for ^ 
^ which he pleads ? Do his feelings recoil, when^the horrors of 
war are thus brought home to himself and his family. Let. 
him then learn .to ieel for others^ 

But, says the Doctor, "I plead in behalf o^ly. of defensive 
warfare.'^ Yet he has given a definition of defensive war^.. 
which will perhaps justify every public war which h^s occur- . 
red siace the murder ot, Abel, and every war which will oc- 
i:ur to the end of tin^e. The following, is his extraordinary .- 
;language : — 

<< My. definition of defensive war is. The appUciaiion of force »- 
hy am CommontpeaUh to another , for thep%^(^ of prevent* . 
ing or rcdr^e^sing actual injuries inflicted^ ^rah&ut to he in^, 
flicted. * . 

^ As to the eguitf^ of the war, little depends upon the mag*'- 
nitude of the injury. This consideration will of course,^de-^ . 
lermine its expediency. If the evil . i^fiicted be small, there is ^ 
lesl excuse, upon the part of the aggressor, for persisting in it 
at the risk of an ap^al to arms. He is not entitled no impu- ^ 
nity, on account wonts^beingunimportant, provided it be a vio- 
lation of right jt. It is for the offended party to judge of the 
proper measure of his own patience under suffering, and of. 
^ t|ine and place, in which it is expedient for him to seek 
redress. Although, the injuiy be only, about to be .inflicted, 
he may justly apply force to prevent it : a declaration of war-,- 
previous to actual hostility, entitles the other to commenoe. 
Hostilities $ an^actious, which amoant to a declaration, give • 
the same right." p. 127; 

Could the most rash and unprincipled war-maker ' w4sh for > 
greater latikide, or a more unlimited license, than is here giv-. 
en by a.nunister, whose {Nrofea^ioQal'. business if, to. jgrc ac2& 
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j 
vjiUiCS^'b^ Jestta- Christy to beseech sinners to Become recon- 
ciled unto God, and to love one another, as Christ has loved.. 

It is.hardly possible that two nations can have intercourse 
for a single year, but one or the other will think he has cause-' 
of complaint, of " actual injuries inflicted, or about to be in- - 
ilicted.'' If either thinks he has cause for complaint, and a- 
d6pts the Doctor's principle, he -will ^Ai'w^ he lias just- cause to 
make a/^ c^e/(^2ve toar." Tlins, for one reproachful and* 
petulentxemark, or an injur^;^ : in property to the amount of. 
tencents^ a course may be adopted which will involve two na- . 
tions in a bloody and ten j'ear's conflict ; . lill each countiy 
¥wth every species of crinifs and misery, and " hurry into eter- 
nity'^ |i hundred thoussmd " thoughtless .sipners, in.an unpre- 
pared state.'^ In.addition to tbis, the war may *^ corrupt the- 
youth" of both^nations) and coniirm myriads of fellow beings 
ia habits ofirretlgion and vice,, from which they may never 
h^ recovered, and which they may be the instrun)ents of traiis*^ . 
nutting . to their child ren , ^nd . to unborn poster ity . 

This is not all. If wars may be lawfully made on the Doc- , 
tor's principle, they may, on the same principle,, be as iiiler- 
minable as the e:^istence of nations ; for there ueyer wa§ a war • 
which; did notmultiply " actual injuries inflicted, or about tp 
he inflicted.'' ' We^. have now- fhr more reason* for such a com- 
plaint against.Gi'^air Biitain,. than we -.had the moment when , 
the last war commenced : and the people of Great Britain 
have ground to afilrm the same, in respect to the injuries we . 
inflicted on them during the war. Tlie. peace has made no . 
reparation for tlie ^^-nctual injuries inflicted" by either nation 
on the other. Therefore, on the Doctor's principle, each of 
the two nations might to-day lirwltilly commence a " defensive x 
war." This, however^ would but multiply the " actual inju- 
ries," and increase, the groiinds of complaiiit on both sides : — . 
And thu9, for as good reasons as the last war was commenced,^ 
the twoiiations may pow begin another contest, and prolong 
it, tilt one or the other shall be totally exterminated. 

The Doctor h|«, however, one saving and astonishing paya- , 
^aph : : 

" In the..applieation*of force to the cwTCCtioi?. of injury, rea- . 
son ought, no guide 5 aiid if the force to be applied, is obvi- . 
oiisly inadequate to the object, it^is in vs^i^^to make the appli- 
cation. It is madness to attempt to remove mountains by hu- 
flfuuji. agency ; aadjt is pxipiiaal .tQ^ v\ak treasure and life, hjf 
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eaigagiugiri a bloody warfare, without &ny prospect of any suc- 
cess. In. such a case, although x:ause of war exbts, ic is better 
to suiTer than to conteatl. Upon this priaciple, those direc- 
ttons which are given iu scripture, and which some have mis- 
taken for a prohibition of resistance in any case, are to be un- 
derstood. Upon this principle the martyrs acted, taking joy- 
fully the spoiling of their goods y and passively subaatting, un- 
der a rigliteoiis providence, to an injustice which they had no 
power to cuiitrol. They sutlered without resistance,, because 
ia^'sistauce would have. only augmented tlie measareof their 
pains. This was rigjit. it \\ia5av hat wiist-requked of thera by 
then- God.^^p. 120. ' ^ ^ ; 

In page 103 the Doctor say^,-.'* Lawful war is defensive with 
a- rational prospect of success.^' 

Remark 1. Let us be thankful, that this writer was enabled 
tQ dkicern one case in which war would not be lawful, even. 
when "actual kijuries'^liiive been "inflicted.^' Perhaps the 
principle t)n which the exception was made, may be extended 
IJQ o^/icr cascS;, and even to' a// cases. If it be "criminal ta 
riak treasure and life, by engaging iii a >blaody warfare, with- 
tmt prospect of a?t?^ success, is it trot crimtnal to ri^k them id 
any case, except there ii.a "prospect^ t)f such ^* success that 
tbe amount of gain will .overbalance all the losses which may 
reasonably be anticipated? A candid and' ehhghtened mind 
will not answer this question in the negative. In ->vhat war>. 
then, has the gam overbalanced the* loss except iri the view of 
those with whom Uvea tind souls and the sufferings of common i 
people, go foi' nothings or, are accounted as ci/phers? Suppose 
the result of our last war couM have been perfectly ibreseen^ 
was there a man of serious reflection, either hi Great Britain 
or the United States, who would hiave given his' own soul, or 
^yen his life, for the sum totaibf .all the benefits which the two 
nations have gained by the war ? Besides, whfen it shall be 
duly consideredy;who are the gainers^ and w^io- are the suffer- 
ers by war, something will occur which must ^be revolting to 
every honest mindrv For not only ia all tlie gam of one nation 
by the sufferings of another, but the gainers by a war are^ as 
often as otherwise, those who- were tbe real aggressors or oi- 
fenders^ and the sufferers are generally those who bad no con- 
cern in making the war. , When all -this shall be duly ' consid^ 
ered, who that has a spark of honesty, or Christian compas- 
sion in his breast, can plead for war? Admit, then, that in a . 
c^se of" actual injury^" thereis a "prospect otsome, 8a<?cesa';' • 
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to making war, by destroying or distressing such people of an- 
other nation, as had no. hand in the injury done j who, that 
has not the heart of a savage^ would be willing to revenge th« 
wjong of a wicked ruler on his unoffending subjects ? 

Remark 2^ Tlie principle of martyrdom, exhibited in the 
paragraph now under review, is too extraordinary to be pass^ 
ed over in silence. " Upon- fAis. principle the njartyrs acted." 
Upon what principle ? The principle is this, that " it is crim- 
inal to risk treasure and life by engaging in a bloody warfare, 
without prospect of any success-" '•Tiiey suffered without 
resistance, because iresistance would have only augmented the 
measure of their pains !" May not then the most abandoned 
and unprincipled warmaker or murderer suifeE as a martyr, 
witfiout any change of temper or prhiciplo ? . 

But was this the principle on which '^ Ckri&t succeed for os^. 
leaving us an example that we should follow his steps^^?" ©id 
he neglect to fight and "suffer without resistance,'because re- 
sistance would have only augmented the measure oiMs pains ?" 
Did he forbear an attempt to destroy his enemies, because 
^* the force to be applied was obviously inadequate to the ob^ 
ject ;" or because tiiose-wha were- against him, were more 
i)Owerfui than those who were for him ? If not, is it:not:pre--» 
sumption in any one of his ministers to encourage J^g-to';?^, oil 
account of" actual injuries/' whenever it can be done " with 
a reasonable prospect of success?" 

Remarks, This writer h^s. not only given us a new pririci-^ 
pie of martyrdom, but, he has, veutured to say, "upon this^ 
principle those directions which are given in scripture, and 
which some have mistaken for a prohibition of resistance in 
any case, are to be understood." If this doctrine be true,, it? 
is time that its truth shoukbbe made to appear. If itbi& un- 
true, it is time that its falsity should be exposed. The best; 
Uietliod which now occurs to try the principle is, to attach it to. 
those " directions" which have been supposed to forbid " wai% 
and fightings." If. the principle be correct, a text cannot be 
injured by annexing the principle to it, as a condition j limita*. 
tion or explanation. This method will therefore be adopted 
with a serious desire, that every reader may have a fair oppor- 
tunity to judge for himself, wIiQther the passages " are to be. 
understood" in tlie limited sense for which the Doctor con- 
tends. A few examples may be siiiliclent to test the principle. 

1. ^•y<ihu.vc licui-dthat it.w,:;' said. Eye for eye, aii.d toath. 
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fortobth : but I say unto yeu, resist not the injurjous^^- — un* 
ItBS yau ccuhdo it '^vnth a rational prospect of success, ^^ 

2. ^ Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love 
tJiy neighbor and hate thine enemy : bat I say unto you, love 
your eneniies"t— wAeM " the force to> he applied'^ to destroj/ 
them ^' is obvimisfy viadequate to the oBiect" 

3. "Recompense no man evil for evil"j: — except you can. do 
it without great danger of cutgmenting the measure of your 
own " pains J^ 

4. " If it be possil:^, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men" — except in cases when you can make a *^ defen- 
side war^^ with an " adequate force, '^^ for ^* actual injuries in^ 
fiicted, or about to be inflicted^ 

5. " Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves" — unless you 
can attempt nevenge with am ^'adequate force,'^ for ^ it is- 
criminal to risk treasure and life by engaging in a bloody war- 
far e^ without prospect of any success J^ 

6. "Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good" 
— in all casBSy except when there is a." rational prospect ofsuc^ 
€ess^ in an attempt to overcome Evit unth evil.' 

Is the reader shocked with such additions or hmiteUioni to 
the precepts of the gospel? So is the writer. Nor would he, 
for all the treasures of the universe, 4iave made them, as ex- 
pressive of his own views, or with an intention to have the com-- 
mands so understofld by bis^brethren. Yet, if these additions 
or limitations do not comport with tlise principle of martyr- 
dom, and the principle of intei-pretation, assumed by Dr. M'- 
Leod, the writer has totally misapprehended the meaning of 
tiie passage under review. 

But if the expUcit commands^ prohibiting retaliation or re- 
venge, and enjoining a meek, forbearing, pacific, and benevo- 
lent spirit, may be so qualified, as to give full scope to the ma^ 
lignant passions which they were desired to restrain and sub- 
due j^ so may every other precept of the law or the gospel. 

The commands, " Thou^shalt do nomurder ; Thou shalt not 
commit adultery 5 Thou shalt not steal ; ; Thou shalt not bear, 
felse witness"— may all with equal ease be qualified or set a* 
side; On the principle assumed by Dr. M'Leod, we may say 
of these commands, that they prohibit wwrcfer, adultery , steal- 
ing 2Jid perftiry, ^-except in certain cases of powerful excite- 

♦ Matt. V. 38, 39. , Campbell's transUtion. f Mftit. v, 43, 44. 
4 For this wid the following textj^ see Kom. »i. 17. 1^, 19— 21i 



d by Google 



Dr. M^ Lead's Dkcounes Jtevieufed. 327 

mentanS strong teintpt^lsiony^SM^d exceptj; also, when these 
acts may be committed without great danger of detection, or 
of 'augmenting the measure of our own pains. ' Then every 
man is left to judge, in his own case, of the degree of excite- 
ment, the strength of temptation, and the 4anger of detection, 
or the probability of bringing evil on himself. And, with as 
much propriety as the Doctor makes his distinction between 
national ^nd individual i-evenge^ he may make another be- 
tween national and individual murder, adultery, theft, and 
perjury; and thus authorize a whole nation, or at least it& 
rulers and soldiers^ to indulge in tlie crimes which are ^Xid\)Ar 
h'lted to ever^/ individual. 

On tJie same principle also, " the first and great command- 
ment — Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,*' 
— and "the second, which is like, unto it. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself;" may both J>e red«ced to a level with the 
desires, propensities and passions of irreligious, licentious, aiid 
jre vengeful men. 

The Pharisees of our Saviour's time were accused by him, 
x)f making the word of God of no effect by their traditions.— 
•Sboitld a similar charge be ^exhibited :by him against, warring 
Cliristians of the present age, on what ground will they " be 
.able to*stand r^' 

Much has been wrjtten and said on the " corruptions of 
Qiuistianity." But those " conuptions" that relate to abstract 
oc metaphysical questioiis, ?knd which do not affect Christiaii 
loft^e an d obedience, are ummportarJt in their consequences, 
-wlien compared \vith those ' which oliange the character of 
Christian precepts, and authorize a temper and pructice^ the 
reverse of his who was the " Light of the world." If there be 
any thing in the; Christian religion which may be called es- 
sential, it is the spirit which was exemplified by the " Author 
and Finisher of our faith." Where this is lacldng, there may 
:be professions, and forms and ceremonies without number, 
n lid zeal without knowledge or any reasonable -bounds; but 
tht^re can he nothing which deserves the name of "pur^ 
itLkd undefiled religion.", ^©4 of ail the "corruptions of 
CJ lir^stianity'' which hav«j eyeir yet been detected, these arc tins 
ijiofttfutal and the most^o be deplored, which authorize san- 
jruinaay cust04ns;.h<Exstiie. passions, violence, war, and. revenge* 
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REVIEW OF DR. Mn.EOD'S ARGUMENT FROM 
THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

A candid writer will failrly meet the arguments opposed to 
his theory. If they are formida1)Ie, or even plausible he wiH 
not affect to treat them as ins^nificant, or unworthy of an an- 
swer. 

The following paragraph contains a sfimmary of the argu- 
ment from t"he "Old Testament, in favor of the lawfulness of 
war among Christians. The statement is perspicuous and 
forcible ; and this argument has probably been more perplex- 
ing to reflecting Christians, than any other. It will, therefore, 
he my aim to state it fairly, and to examine it impartially. 
THE ARGUMENT. 
;^^ Man is^«^«^«tt% the same through all generations.— 
God is the same ye5Jterda3', to^ay, and km* ever. The image 
of God on the soul of man is at all times and places of the 
same character. Precepts, the reason of whidii is laid in 
changeable circumstances^ cease or change with the occasion ; 
but principles founded upon permanent and immutable rela- 
tions, are unalterable. Although men should now pretend to 
more holiness than was possessed by Abraham, by David, by 
Samuel, by Nehemiah ; this, however great the assumption 
lipon their .part, woulld «ot justify iheir denial of the right of 
war, unless they could at the«ame time shoAv, that human na- 
ture is not now what it was, of that God, the 3Uawgiver, has 
undergone mutation, botli of nature tind-of "will. If holiness 
wow is the same as ever^ then Is war ^as lawfuLas formerly -: — 
f^r that it cannot have been forl^dden by him ^ho once au- 
thorized it, is eticljem fi*om the fact, tliat there is no reason 
for a cliange of law, as well as 'from the necessity of its legiti- 
macy, if society be not entirely dissolved." p. 112. 

Such istlae argwmeiH;. from the laws and facts recorded '^n 
€he Old Testament, in x5onnt?-xion witli the immutability of 
God. in rephvthe following rem-arks will fee submitted : 

First, I amnot disposed to deny the lawfulness of any war^ 
Aviiich is -expressly commanded by God, whether ft be defeit- 
sive or off mm iw. But 1 may deny that a sj:»cial command or 
'Permission of God, in a particular case and tp a particular 
people, will authcpi^te another people; titider different circni-sv 
-Biances, to nxakewat witfiout such a command or pemiiaaion. 
€ome of the wars of the Israelites, which ivere a«l;horiaed bv 
God, were strictly offensive. Yet 'Christians in general of^th?-. 
age are ready to admit j th^ o^nsiv^i war is uxtk>y£id -^xiTd 
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murderous; Even Dr. M'Leod himself has said^ " I plead on- 
ly for Delusive WarJ^ But if he hiay plead for war among 
Christiails, on the ground that God authorized the Israelites ta 
make war, he may as safely plead for oflfehsive as defensive 
wai's. Therefore, his argument proves too much to comport 
TV ith his own principles, or it pr6%'es nothing. 

Second. If we may plead for war among Christians, from the 
special commands of God to tlie Israelites, we may not only 
infer the lawfulness of wars defensive and ojfensive^ but ^|o 
yv^t^ of extermination. FoT thus said the Lord to the CBu- 
dren of Israel, — *^ Btit of the cities of these people which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, Thou shalt save alive nothing thait 
hreatliethP Deut. xx, l6. ^ 

Now would Dr. M'Leod, or any other Christian of this age, 
justify rulers in making and conducting a war. on this princi- 
ple ? If not, let titKi beware of the danger of inferring from tlie 
writings of Moses, the lawfulness of any war, which is notau* 
thorized by the special command ®f Jehm ali. 

Third. Whatever difficulty the sulyjecJt may involve, it is a 
fiict not to be concealed, that tlie Mosaic codfe embraced ma- 
ny laws in which tlie penalty for transgressions was death ; — 
some of which no Christian tiation feek aiafhorized to adopt, 
and which could not be now adopted in our land, without fil- 
ling tlie hearts of intelligent Christians with ^rief and horror, 
A lew of these laws will be exhibited^ 
p !• " He that smiteth hi« father or another, ishaU surlily be 
put to death.^' Exodus xxi. 15, 

2. "He that stealeth a man and selleth ttm,/or !fhei>e 
found in his hand,^e shall purely be put to death.^' v. l6. 

3. "He tliat cnrseth his father or liis >mother, -sliaB airely 
be put to deathl" v. 17- 

4. " If an ox goieamanor a woman -that ihey die— -if the 
ox were wont to push with his horn in time past, and it hath 
been testified to his owner, and he liath not kept^him in, but 
^at he hath killed a man or a womaai^; the o^ shall be stoned, 
and his ownet aftso shall be put toi5etfth. Vi 28, 29. 

.5. ," Whosoever doetli any work on^he Sabbath day, he 
-shall surely be pot to death." Cb.. xxxi. 15, 

6. " The adulterer and the adult^ss Siall surely be fvti to 
deatk" Lev. XX. 10, 

7. " And the daughter of any priest, if she profane :herself 
by playing the wliore, she profaneth her father^ «j»e shall be 
rburnt with fire«" Ch. xxi. 9* 

*J ^ r- T 
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8. " He that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall 
surely be put to death." Ch, xxiv. l6. 

9. Respecting any one among the people who shalFhe found 
guilty oHdolatryy it is written — ^' Then shalt thou bring forth 
that man or that woman— ^and shalt stone them with stones 
till they die.'* Deut. xvii. 2 — 5. 

10. "If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which 
will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his moth- 
er, and that when they have chastened him, will not hearken 
ijmo them ; then shall his father and. his mother lay hold on 
him and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the 
gate of his place; and they shall say unto the, elders of his 
city, This our son is stubborn and rebeMious, he wiH not obey 
our voice 5 he is a glutton and a drunkard : and all the men 
of his city shall stone him with stones that he die. Ch. xxi. 
18—521. / 

11. " Thcfi^fore it shall be that when the Lord hath given 
thee rest from all , thine pnemies round abdut — that thou sltalt 
hlot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven $ thou 
shalt not fo7'ffcti(\Ch,KXV. 19. 

Now will Dr. MXeod pretend, that a special command front 
tli^e Author of life, would not be necessary, to justify a Chris- 
tian people in adopting such laws and imitating such exam* 
pies ? But if these laws may not be adopted, and these exam- 
ples imitated by Christiana, his argument from the Old Testa- 
ment is irrelevant and inconclusive. 

These laws cannot be evaded by the pretext, that they were 
not of a moral nature^ but ceremonial or indifferent. For those 
^vbich related to the conduct of individuals, implied prohibi- 
tions of immoral conduct, enforced with awful penalties. — 
These penalties were, by the special command of God, made 
-exceptions to the general law, thou shalt not. kill. In 
thisrespect til ey stood on the same ground, as the commands 
to makewar^ tand nothing sltort of the special command of 
Cod coii Id authorize a departure firom die general law in ci- 
ther of the cases. ~ - 

By tlic last of the injunctions a nation was to be extermina- 
ted, for an olfence, which had been committed about forty 
years pri«r to the date of the command ; and about three hun- 
dred v.nd sixty years after the command was given by Moses, 
it was revived by Samuel the prophet, and made the ground 
of the following injunction of King Saul: — ;" Now go and 
smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and 
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^are them not; butstey both man and woman, infant and- 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.'^ 1 Sam* xnc S. 

Should Dr. M 'Leod be disposed to prove, that Christian na- 
tions ought to inflict capital punishments for every oflence 
which was thus to be punished by the laws of Mosesir^t^at it 
is right for Christians to invade and exterminate heathen na^ 
tions, and to retaliate an injury, by exterminating a lokole nor 
Horiy four hundred years after the - offence had been commit- 
ted, and three centuries after the real oflehders have all been 
dead and buried ; he may again repeat his argument in all 
its parts and with all its force ; " Man is essentially the same 
through all generations. God is the^ same yesterday, to day, . 
and forever, &c."^r-For if his arguments will justify Christian^ 
in making war, it wittjiistify them in adopting every law^ and 
hi imitating every example which h^-been mentioned. 

From the facts winch-' have been stated^ is it not evident, . 
that the advocates of war h^ve as great difficulties to encoun- 
ter, as the advocates for peace, in an attempt to reconcile their • 
own views with the. liaws- and customs under the Mosai<s dis^^ 
]>esisation ? If the doc^ine, ^at war is unlawful for <7hris(> 
tians, may be said to imply^ that ,^God, the (iawgivei:> has un- 
dergone mutation, both ornatnre and-of will,'^ so do many o** 
ther doctrines, \)fhich me as common. to the friends of war a» 
to the friends of peaces , Nor is it less incumbent ©n the form-f 
er than the latter, to investigate some mode of reconciling^ 
their opinions with the doctrine of divine immutability. May 
it not then be hoped, that both classes will attend to the inqui«* 
ry with candor, and* with'^ sincere desire to know the truth,, 
and to conform to the will of a beneyotent God ? ^ 

Clearly to perceive aU the reasons,, why sorqe laws and usa- 
ges of. a moral nature^ were binding o» the Israelites, which 
aire incompatible with the duty, of Christians, while Qod is the 
same, requires perhaps a-tnore extensive knowledge of th^ 
state of mankind in the days of Moses, and of the various pur- 
poses whicii were to be answered by the laws and customs or- 
dained at Sinai, that is now possessed by any human being. — 
It would therefore be luith foHy and ignorance in me, to pre- 
tend to a perfect Icnowledge of the case> or to attempt an ex- 
planation of all the difficulties it may involve. I may howev- 
er suggest some thoughts, which may be useful to those who 
have nj^t examined the subject, and who shall be disposed to 
pursue the inquiry. 

First There is a striking contrast between the laws of Mo- 
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ses aod the preeepts of the Messiah, as to. the nodie of eofor-^ 
cing obedieiicei. Promises oftemporal good, and tkteatetmigs 
of temporal evils, were contimially emplo;^ed by Mosea^ as 
motives to obedience \ and seldom if ever did he urge the re* 
t^ibu lions of a future vtate. The Messiah,, on the contrarj, 
almost uuiformljr enforced bis precepts by the retributions of 
eternity. 

If we could cleaj-l}' discern all the reasous^ why God, at dif^ 
iSerent periods, adopted such di0brent Diodes of enfoEcing obe- 
die^nce, we should perhaps be able to account for tlie Ibw of 
looses, which appear to Christians of a severe and sanguinary 
^aracter. But if the change in- the manner of enforcing obe- 
dience, does not imply that '' God, the Lawgiver^ has utider^ 
tone mutation both of nature and of will," neither does tlie 
octrine that m^^ing war is. prohibited, to Christians by the 
pr^cepte of the gospel. 

Second* That the gospel covenant is more perfeet than the 
Mosaic, no intelligent Christian wiU deny. ^^ For if the first 
covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been 
lljQUglU .f<M^ the second." ^^ But Christ is a^ mediator of a bet« 
t0V oovenant^ which. was esMibUshed on better promises." He 
W,as emphatically the LiG^T of the world; and the light by 
him as fa^8urp9»seft the light by Moses, as the light of th« 
sun ex^ceeds that of the moon. Yet all the "light by Moses^ 
and by the Messiah, proceeded from, the s^me source.—*^' The 
Father of lights, witli whom tbepe is^no "Kadableness neUhei: 
shadow of turning," 

Third. It was the duty of the Israelites to walk before God,, 
according to the light and precepts by Moses; and Christians 
are axi/Sier asgrea^ obligations to walk according v> the light 
and the precepts by Jes^s Christ. And. we may as ration^ly 
ask, why God did not send the Messiah as early as he «ent 
Moses, as why retuUatiim ofir^uries was. permitted ta^Jie Is* 
raelites, an4 prohibited to Christians. Let it then be gmited^ 
that ^^ Mai^ i^easeiUiaUi/ the same tlirougb all generations" — 
an4 that '^ God is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ;" 
still i%}& a facti that the state of societjf Jiasbs^n changed, the 
Mgsaiq covenant has been abolished. Christians are blessed 
wiikaiivore mild jmd ^^r^ioMB dispensation, and tb^. light, 
which now prevails^ far transcen48 alt that was eiyoyed prioc 
ti) ti>e {id vent orUic Jllessiab. By all that is dreadful in the 
future punislmieiit of the wicked, and by all that is desirable 
iU a state of cndle&s love and harjejopy in liQaveq^ Chri>timis 
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«fe caUed upon to deny themselves, to subdue every wairing 
and revengeful passion, to exercise one towards another tiie 
spirit of meekness, foi*bearance, forgiyeneSs, and benignity — 
to be in word and deed, in temper and in practice, the b^ol- 
iA>weRs of the prince op peacjs. 

As all Christians profess adherence to liim as the ^^ Light 
of the world," ^^ tlie way, the truth, and. the life,'' let them " so 
walk even as he walked," and love one another as he has lov- 
ed them. Then will Christianity appear in its true light, the 
hiivoc and horrors of war wiU be banished from Cliristendom, 
and the hands of Christians wiU no more be stained with hu- 
in^a bloodi* - 

A SERIOUS QUESTION PROPOSED, 

Suppose the slaves in our southern states should thorough^ . 
iy imbibe Pr; IVPLeod's principlesof the lawfulness of making 
n>i defensive war," for any ^* violation of right," or " actual in- 
juiy inflicted or about to be inflicted,^' when it can, be. done 
^^ with a rational prospect of suix^ess ;" what shall hinder them 
4ki^m slaughtering tbe.whites as ^(xm.as ^^ the force to be f^igpU- 
ed'' shall, ip ifteir view, ^^ be adequate. 1»o^the obj^t ?" 

if it be riglit for white men, to adopt sucb sanguinary prki- ^ 
ciples, why n^ay i^ot blifeck men imitate thc^ir Example? If it 
bQ right to encourage and eo^ctte.white men so to, do^ ^md^toi 
sMpporl them in such a course of conduct, why, may .not the 
MiLLio^.<pf blacks^ who are held in slavery, be lawfully en-, 
eouraged and excited <to assecttheirrights by the sword, and 
be supported In an attempt to emancipate themselves, by 
tnurdering^ those Wlm hold them ip bondage ? What war has 
been wagecT within a thousand y«^rs, which was more jus$j 
than would be awar,<^the»so«itheri| slaves to«^tain their freiK- 
dom? ' 

Do thefeelittgs^f ouf advocates for war revolt at the thougl^t 
of a 6'^ Domingo Repotution in thisQwuntry ? Then let theijn 
c^iise to propagate such nmrderous principle^ as would justify 
such a revolution ;. lest God should cause then^ to " eat of the 
fruit of their own way, and. to be &1^ with their own d^vi- 



* A lievlewof Dr. M'LeodV argument from th« Kcw TestameAt 
wa.s prepared for this Number, but it Mas been deferred, to give place 
Kn thff praceelin^s of* the Mass.icUii^tts CJonventxpn of Coogrej^j atioft- 
al Mlj\iBtcrs.. . 
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'* * 

As much as I lament the condition of the slaves, and a* 
much as I abhor the inhuman prhiciples by which their riglits 
have been violated, I should shudder at the thought of exci- 
ting them to adopt the pisinciples of "war and revenge, I 
should advise them 3till " to suffer wrong, rather than to do. 
wrong,^' I would advise them to foMow the instructions and 
examples of lesus Christ, rather than to become the disciples 
of Dr. M'Leod. But if the principles and spirit of war and re- 
venge are still to be cultivated in our land^t^^at better can we 
rieasonably expect, than that the blacks who are held in slavery 
among a free people, will be fcurmed intoa^rviik army by the 
permission and providence of that " God, "to whom vengeance 
belongeth'^ and be suffered tp distx,es5 and destroy their op- 
pressors? 

No other means would; in my opinion, be so likely to pre- 
vent such an awful' calamity, as ikithfully to cultivate, both 
nmOng^wl^tes and blacks, the heavenly principles of ^^jieace 
on earth, aad good will toward men/' In this way the con-- 
dition- of the slaves might' be meliorated^, and their emanclp^ar 
tion gradually and' safefy effected. - ' 

But- if the Christians of this country will persist in upholding, 
the bloody pmnciples and malevolent spirit of war^ alas ! for.^ 
the. slaye-Holding States 5 the day of retribution will assuredly; 
coHEie, and they will' be made to feel the enormity of t hose- 
principles of oppression^ retaliation, and^revenge^ which thej^ 
have cheFished) cultivated; aiKi- reduced to practice. 

A MINIATURE PIOT¥RE OF WAR., 

€oLONEL A. andMaj6r B. assumed the rank of geatleraefrv 
of honor. Each of them had^ paretrts l^'tng) a wife, several 
^rildren, and a numerous trdin of relatione and friends.^*^^ 
They had dealings, by which Colonel A. became indebted t».. 
t^ie»Maj6^, and^was under promise la pay in sixty days* The 
time expired, and thfe payment was neglected. ^ The Major, 
sent for his money, in a ton^ of complaint and menace. Th^ 
Colonel' was offended, said his honor was impeached, and de- 
manded satisfaction. "Che Major said h^ had giv4n no just . 
cause of offence, and would make no just concession. The 
Colonel immediately sent a challenge for a duel, wb.ichuhe 
Major accepted. The psqa^es met according to appointment ^ , 
.topk distance^ and fired, The Major fell dead on the spot, 
^nd the Colonel was 9everei5^ wojooded. Each wcare ouricd. 
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komato hig family, and thek r-espectivo; eoniies^ooa canfie to*> 
gether., Thje Tainily of tiie Major was- m>iieep distress a^d 
afiliction ; the famiiy of th^ Coluiiel held.a feast^^and drank: 
_ toasts in honor of tht glcrio>8 victor tf, 

]^iow what shall be said of human beingi^, witk the nam^ of' 
Ckriatians, w.ho cao conduct in tills savage. manner ? Are^ t^iey 
sane or insmie ? But this is war in miiMatyre, excepting thai 
those wIm) mdde the war- fought their own |}attle, instead o^' 
insligating or compeUi ng others tp figlit for them. Nin€^ 
tenths )of the war^ in Christendom have been as piRi'fectly 
i^eeidless, watit0n^£^nd unjusti^able, as the due) between tlie 
Cokmel and. the Major*. Ye.t. ministers,: of religion, on both 
sides of a contest could preacti, exhort, and paj^ in support o£ 
suc[h mwrderous, insanity ,( and emglo^r their in&ence for the 
daMfuct«otiiofthoir bretUreDrl What can be more wonderfnJ^ 
more shocking, or moi;e to be deplored ! May God giiant that 
tbe reign of daiskiiess may speedily come to an end,, and that 
all who name ihe nam& of, Qini<}t, may depart from such a- 
iboininable iniquity,. 

PBOCEEWNaS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS CON^ 

VENTION OF CONGREGATIONAL MINIS- 

TEKS, AU.Y, 1 &!()•, 

In the»8ee0nd nund^ec^of the Friend of Pcace,..among other 
^ encouraging facts," it was stated, that the Massachusetts 
CkusventloH of CongregatiOHal JMinisters,. had appointed a 
€OfilMnitt^& consisting of Rev, Dr. Worcester, of Salem, R^v. 
Mr. Chan»ing;^ of Boston,. Rev.. Dr. Kii*kland,> President of 
Hc^rvard University, Rev. Mr. FostePj. pjf firigiiton,. and Rev. 
Di*. Osgoodof Medfoijd — "to consider whetJiec it be expedi- 
€|it for thi^^ Convention to^adopt any measure,, or measures, 
' ajid if any, wjiat^.to cprrect^th^ public mind on the subject of 
war." We have now the pleasure of presenting to our read- 
ers » Report of the Comn»ittee, and an Addue^ to the public, 
a^ adoptedf by the Convention' 

ThiCse^ at a future period, will probably be regarded as a* 
timng the mQstanteresting Tdocuments^. which e«ec had their 
origin in a numerous assembly o(^if§ Ministers jof religion.-^ 
Tiiey exhibijL:a pnion^f a lar^c and respectable body of cler* 
gymeB^ in#a.cause7whose importance is not exceeded by any 
other winch is. possible to name, — of jiiinisters too> who, oh 
«^ttac. <iue§ti9iHt,,are diviied, io their opinions. . Here, thmy 
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yge have a rar^ and pleasing example of ministers of reli^ioD, 
entertaining on some points discordant views, laying aside all 
party passions and prejudices, atid with the greatest appear- 
ance oC cordiality, uniting as the disciples of the- Prince of 
Pence, to make an impression on the public mind against the 
antichristian and desolating custom of war. It is believed that 
history furnishes no recoreteof tlie proceedings of any Eccle- 
siastical Body since the days of the Apostles, tnore consonant 
to the spirit of the gospel, more becoming the ministers ol* 
Christ, or which have promised greater benefits to the ha- 
inan family. To give pkrce to tbese important documents, 
It has been hecessaiy to postpone some agreeable comfnunicd*. 
tions. 

The proceedings of* the Convention asa-body, wefO-ioHpw- 
ed and enforced by an able, eloquent^and ,iu»pressive sermon, 
addressed to the Convention on the subjpct of war, by Rev.. . 
W. E. Channing, of Boston. The description which .was giv- 
en of the miseries,, the iKirrors, and the crtme«^ tii war, might 
well make any Chiistian tremble at the thougiit of appearing 
again as j^n aflvocate fox such a dete;^ab^ custom. Happy iv^ 
would be /or the hninan race,, if such vi^wa of w^ could to 
diffused throughout the world.. 

Report of a Committee appoirUejf tty tkeK MassttchusettS' Cork- 

verUion of Congregational Minister^^ . on< the subject of. 

War. . 

The Comonttee appointed the last year, to ^^eonsid^r wheth- 
er it be expedient for this Convention to adopt any met^sures, 
and if any, whaty toeonject the public, miind on the subject ol' 
war," have attended that service,, and beg leave^togriiport. 

That, ^s war is one^of the greatest of humaii evii^,. and the 
popular Qpinioiis respec^tingitare am(mg the most pernicious 
of human erfors, it highly becomes the- ministers of 0ie Prince 
of Peace, and the religious inslructorspf mankind, to,, employ 
their united influence and endeavors for its {Hx^vention «ind ab- 
ohtion. Yqnr comniiltee have great pleaaitre-in stathigy that, 
since the last meeting of.t he Conventidti, an Association has 
been fbrmed, which takes the name of the/Massachiksetts 
Peace Society, and >Mhich is already very respectable In num- 
bers and weight of chari^cter. They' would^ thetsfore^ res- 
pectfully recomm^d, that the members of th« Cpnvention 
sliould become members of that society ; and tliat they seve- 
rally ose theu-.iufluence to induce others to bejtome >xieinbers, 
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vad to promote tl^ formation of Auxiliary Peace Societies^ 
in their respective towns or vicinities* Your Commitiee also 
beg leave to submit to the Convention an Address to the comf* 
munity at large^ on the subject of war, which they iiave seea 
fit to prepare ibr consideration. 

By Older of the Comm-ittee, 

S. WORCESTER^ aiaimHin. 
Boston, May 29, IS16, 

The Address reported 5y tlit above named Committee, and oe- 
ceptedhy the Convention. 

The Convention of Congregational MinistecS' in Massachu- 
setts, impelled by a sense of duty, and solicitous to revive and 
disseminate the genuine spirit q£ the gospel, take the liberty 
of addressing their fellow christians oi'ail denominations, and 
their fellow-citizens of every description, on the subject of 
public war. In th«tir estimation, no other subject has been 
in ore extensively o* more radically misapprehended.. 

The history o£ past ages combioes with*Uie language ahd> 
pra^ic&ofnKidern timea^to pspve thaii public war has to<^ 
commonly been viewed much in the same light, as the unae- 
voidable convulsions of the natural world, and resorted to 
with ^tde more conviction of responsibility for its tremendous ' 
ravages, than if they were p/cca^oned by hurricanes, earth*** 
quakes, and volcanoes* Isl ther^ not, hqwevec, aa immeose 
diiference in the two cases ? Aie not the convulsions of the 
natural world beyond the control of mortal power ? And is 
not war, with all its horrors, the proper fruit of human choice 
and agency ? This difference .shows the absolute futility ^f 
what IS often alleged in vindicatioiae of the sanguinary custom,. 
— ^That, while>it sweeps the wortlxless and vile from the stage 
of life, it calls dormant genius and enterprise into action, u- 
nites divided kingdoms and states, and ends, Uke the tempest^ 
in a calm, rendered more grateful and salutary by the gene- 
irul a^tation. Wlmt right has man,u a moral Jbein g, aniena- 
ble at tiie tribunal of heaven for the rectitude of Ids intentions 
and pursuits, to ^ do evil, that good may come r" To. hurry 
thousands of ^lis fellow-creatures into untiniely graves, and 
send them, unprepared, to their last account, under pretence 
of benefitting survivors ? Vain pretence : " for the sword de^ 
voureth one as well as another ;" and the experience of ages, 
testifies, that the tendency of war is, not to diinini!>U, but to;. 
inc\'e&se the aggregate amoiuit, both of vice and nii$ci*y. 
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But were it otherwise ; were war productive of" all the ad- 
vantages, which its advocates allegey the question, whether it 
be compatible with the requisitions of Christianity, would still 
remain to be solved, befoi*e we could have recourse to it, with- 
out a crime. And " what saith the scripture" tb this ques- 
tion ? How do the sacred writers of the Old and New Testa- 
ments represent the obligations and the effects of our holy re- 
ligion, in Illation to war ? Let them speak for themselves : 
^^ In the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established upon the top of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills ; and all 
people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come and 
say. Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
ami to the house of the God of Jacob j and he will' teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : for the law shall 
go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong, 
nations afar off; %^id they shall beat their swords into plough* 
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more." 

'Such is the style in which '' holy men of old, who spake as^ 
they were moved by the^Holy Ghost," predicted the nature, 
tendency, and operation of Messiah's reign. Of the like im- 
port was the celestial anthem at the annunciation of his birth : 
** Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
towar4^ men." Of the same spirit were his personal instruc- 
tions. * " Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy : But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefuUy use 
you and persecute you : that ye may be the children of your 
Father who is in hjeaven : for Jae maketh his sun to rise an the 
evil and on the goo^, and sendeth rain on the just dnd.on the 
unjust." Ilis^insttuctious were illustrated and enforced by his 
example. " When be was revHetl, he reviled not agam, when 
he suffered, he threatened not, but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously." With his dying breath he inter- 
ceded for the most impious and crneiof murderers .* murderers, 
whose hands were imbrued in his own blood ; Father, fopgive 
them, for they know not what they do." 

In exact accordance with, these sentiments, instructions and 
examples, were the lessons inculcated by hb inspired apostles r 
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*• JDearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but r^er gife place 
\jnto wrath : for it is written. Vengeance is mine, f wm r^pay, . 
saith the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him, 
if he tliirst, give him drink. Be not overcome of evil, but o« 
Y.ercome evil with good.'^ " If ye have bittei* envying and 
strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 
This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sen- 
sual, develish. For where envying and strife is, there is con- 
fusion, and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from a- 
•ijove is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and - 
without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 
peace of thein tliat make peace." " If a man say i love God, 
and hateth hrs brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom be hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, 
that he who loveth God, love his brother also.'' 

" From whence then ciome wars and fightings among you ? 
Come they not hence, e\^en of your lusts that war in your 
rqembers?." Pause, brethren, and decide. Is not the true 
source of war here disclosed ? Does not war always spring 
from the worst passions of our nature ? And in its whole pro- 
gress is it not unfriendly to the meekness, benevolence, and 
charity, which characterize the heirs of eternal life, and peril- 
ous to the souls of men ? Surely then, you will not deny your 
obligations to make every effort in your power, to prevent its 
j-ecunence, and to perpetuate the repose and harmony ofj^our 
<;ountry, and of the world. 

Hav« not.the people, in every realm of Christendom, seen 
and felt enough to know, that they are sure always to lose by 
this desperate game? The immediate privations' and suffer- 
ings of war, numerous and deplorame as they confessedly are, 
compose but a part of the evils with which it is fraught. Its 
pernicious consequences are durable. Men, familiarized with 
the weapons of destruction, and accustomed to, assail the per- 
sons and possessions of others, do not readily relinquish the 
impressions and habits Of such a career. Cherishing the no- 
tions of honor, and the principles of retahation, by which they 
have long been governed, they necessarily bring many vices 
of the camp into the ordinary walks of society, 

'Hence the frequency of duels, witli other disgraceful collis- 
ions, which boromonly succeed, as well as accompany, public 
hostilities; and hence, too, the civil commotions and fatal re- 
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vo]utions whicli^metimes ensue. There is reason to think 
chat the harshness of behaviour^ defect of sympadiy^ and pro* 
pensity to give and to take offence, which often mark the in- 
tercourse^ and impair the satisfaction and benefit of private 
and domestic life, are promoted by the spirit and temper gen- 
erated by wars. 

Could all the attendant and consequent mischiefs of any one 
of the countless wars, which blacken the page of history, be 
concentered to a point ; were it possible, at the same moment, 
to behold, not only the mangled dead and the writhing tor- 
tures of the dying; but to witness the bitter weeping and la- 
raejitation of the tiiousauds bereaved of husbands, fathers, 
brothers and friends; and to survey the wretched multitudes 
crippled by the loss of limbs, tormented by incurable wounds 
and diseases, reduced to abject poveny, subjected to uninter- 
rupted discord, plunged into vice, and exposed to endless per- 
dition ; — ^instead of contemplating the event with complacen- 
cy, or its autliors with admiration, you would turn from tlie 
one with horror, and from the other with heartfelt grief. Pen- 
etrated with a lively sense of the guih and misery of war, you 
would incessantly strive for deliverance from the desolating 
scourge, under which "the whole creation has groaned and 
travailed in pain together until now.'' Unquestionably there 
is a wide difference between ofibnsive and defensive war. But 
every war is offensive, at least on one part ; and if offensive 
war can be prevented, defensive war will of course he supe^ 
seded. 

* But what,' you exclaim, ^ can we do, in aid of an achieve- 
ment so arduous ?' Yoii can reprobate and discourage that 
rancourous animosity, prejudice and jealousy, which are the 
fuel of war; and without V|>i<^ its destructive flames never 
were, and never will be enkindled. You can accustom your- 
selves, and iiKite others to view the whole human race as 
brethren, bound to the constant exercise of mutual kindness, 
forbearance and love. You can perceive and expose the 
wickedness imputed to the children of the same divine and 
beneficent parent, when they envy, provoke, and destroy one 
another. You can appreciate and portray the many and 
great advantages, which would flow from the universal (Siserv- 
anceofthat golden rule; "All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them." In 
a word, you can " study the things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify another;"— and these are tlie 
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imost natural and efficient means of accomplishing the design 
^proposed. By these nie^ns, yoii will contribute to dilTuse 
"through your respective circles of intercourse, whether more 
or less extended, that conciliatory disposition which tends, a- 
*bove «11 things else, to put an end to " the confused noise of 
battles," and to die agonizing spectacle of "garments rolled 
in blood :'^ a disposition, whicli, spreading in every direction, 
tnay, at length, reach and meliorate the policy and condition 
of all mankind. Yes, brethren ; your exertions, however un- 
promising at their connnenceiuent, may eventually extend 
thek benign influence to "principalities arid powers,'' and in*- 
duce stipulations among them, which shall bring all their dtf- 
fei'ences to an amicable. adjustment, without resorting to arms 
and bloodshed. It is possible that " this generation may not 
pass away, till all these things shall be fulfilled :*' Till a new 
hfw of nations shall give an opening to better times. Some- 
thing analagous to such a law of nations, is found in the trea- 
ty, which has recently restored tranquility to onr coimtry. f n 
case of disagreement between the parties, tbel)oundary line 
is to be determined by referring the merits of the cause to an 
impartial umpire ; and his decision is to be final. Now if 
questions aboat territory ; questions wliich as fr^uently and 
as justly generate war, as any other, i»ay be honorably set- 
tled in this way, where is the impracticability of constituting, 
by general consent, a Grand Tribunal of Empires, to pass sen- 
tence upon all matters in dispute between particukir govern* 
ments. • 

Another signal event of this auspicious em, adapttcd to »- 
Touse attention, andstimidate activrty,i« the tmexamj^led com- 
.pact lately formed between three of the ^reatebt naoiiai'dis of 
Europe, the Russian, Austrian, and Prussian: a compact, 
''which they solemnly declare has no other objec5t, than " to 
iihow, in the face of the universe, tii=eir an wavering determina- 
tion to adopt for the only .ruSe of their conduct, l)oth in the 
administration of their respective states, aud in their political 
relations with every other government, the precepts of -the 
' christian religion, the pi^cepts of Jlrstice, of charity, and of 
peace ; which, far from being applicable solely to private life, 
ought, on the contrar}^ to influence the resolutions of princes, 
and to guide aH their under takhigs, as being the best means 
of giving ^stability to human institutions, and of remedying 
their imperfections." Meanwhile they Invite " all powers, 
who shall wish to profess the sacred principles" w Inch dictated 

W . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



242 The Friend of Peac^. 

the measure, ^ and to acknowledge how important it i& to the 
happiness of nations, too long disturbed, that these tniUw 
should henceforth exercise upon human destinies all the influ- 
ence which belongs to them/' to join in ^ this holy alliance,'^ 
Thus, in the face of the universe, have these three mighty po- 
tentates erected the standard of peace, and invited all nations 
iind all people to rally round it, and combine their influence 
for the permanent tranquility and happiness of the world. — 
Only let the principles here solemnly proclaimed be univer- 
sally adopted, and carried into effect; and wars will cease un- 
to the end of the earth, the spear will be cut in sunder, and 
the chariot will be burned in the fire. 

The late tremendous series of conflicts and calamities whidi 
have desolated Europe, and terrified the world, seem to have 
produced an extensive conviction, not only of the direful ef- 
fects and consequenceS'Of war, but also of the unsoundness and 
iniquity of its. principles and maxims. The signs of th^ times, 
indeed, seem ckarly to indicate the-approach of the long look- 
ed for period, foretold 'by prophets and sung by poQts, when 
•' tho wolf shall dwell with the lamb^ and .the leopard sliaii lie 
(^.owu with tl>e kid, and there shallbe none to »hurt or destroy." 
When " the spirit from on higli, shall be4)0ured but, and the 
wilderness shall become. a fruitful field, and the fruitful fw\d 
be esteemed a forest; and judgment shall dwell in the wilder 
iiess, and in the fruitful field shall reside righteousness; and 
the work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of 
righteousness, perpetual quiet and seccufity.''^ The felicitios 
of such a period will be realized ; for die word of Jehovah is 
siire. Btit heforethey can be realized, the long nurtured W- 
rors in regard to war must be correct^., the passions and the 
spirit of war ravwt be counteracted and scrppressed ; and the 
iprinciples and the spirit -of peace must be imbibed and diffu- 
sed. It is hoped, and with good reaf^Mi, that, by the blessing 
^cf Heaven, the societies instituted in this, and other countries, 
for the purpose, will gradually diflitse the purifying light of 
revelation throughout the earth : And is there less ground to 
hope, th^t universal and peqjetuar peace might be the ulti- 
mate effect of similar Associations for the abolition of war ? — 
I'lessed be God, similar Associations for the abolition of war 
are already in existence and operation. Beside other move- 
ments of the kind in America and Europe, a " Peace^ociety," 
to which, among many others, a considerable number of our 
most enlightened and viituous civilians belongs has been or- 
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gania^ed in this Comnumwealth 5 atndf impressive publicatiotis, 
tending to illustrate and eftforce the subject now submitted ta, 
your deliberation, have simultaneously issued from numerous 
pens, on both sides the Atlantic^ a subject, to which interest, 
as well as duty^ humanity, as well as religion, urges your mctst 
serious attention. " Consider of it, take advice, and speak 
your minds." 

In Convention of Ministers, 2:9th May, 1816, Dr. Worces- 
ter, from the Committee,, appointed last year^ to cousidec„ 
whether it is expedient for this Convention to adopt any mea- 
sure, or measures,, mid', if any, what, to correct the public 
mind on the sutyect of war, made a report and read an address 
to the public, which the Committee recommended to be pub* 
lished. — Whereupon voted, 

Tl»at this Address to the community, on the subject of war, . 
be recommitted to Dr. Worcester, Mr. Packard, - of Marlbo- 
rough, and President Kirkland, to be by tliem revised and 
published', as containing the sentiments of this conventiott* 
A true copy from the records, 

JOHN PIERCE, Scriis. 



XXT^CT F&OM COWPEB. 

The groans of nature in this nether world. 
Which Heav'n has heard for ages, have an end 
Foretold by prophets, and by poets sung, 
Whose fire was kindled at the prophetslamp :. 
Th0 time of rest, the promised sabba^ comes.. 
Six thousand years of sorrow have welt nigh 
Fulfilled their tardy imd dbastrous cotirse 
Over a sinful world ; and what remains 
Of this tempestuous state of human things. 
Is merely as the working of a sea 
Before a calm, that rock«- itself to rest : 
For He, whose car the winds are, and the clouds, 
The dust that waits upcxt his sultiy march. 
When sin hath moved him, and his wrath is hot, 
Shall visit earth in mercy 5 shall descend 
Propitious in his chariot pav'd wkh love 5 
And wjiat his storms have blasted afiid ^faci'd' 
if or man's revolt, shiJl with a smile repair.. •- 
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Unt is it fu, or can it bear tfee shock 
or rational discussion, that a maf}^ 
Compounded and made up like other men. 
Of elements tumviltuous, in whom Just 
And folly ia as ample manner meet. 
As in tiK> liosonis of the slaves Ife niWv 
Should be a despot absolute, and boasr 
Himself the only freeman of his land ? 
Should, when he pleases, and on whom he will; 
Wage war, with any, or with no prctance 
Of provocation given, or wrong fiiistain'd, 
« And force the beggarly last doit by means 
That his own humor dictates, from the clutrK 
Of poverty, that thus he may procure 
HU thotssfinds, vfewy of penurious lUK 
A sptettdid opportunity to die ? 



EKCOURAOmO PACTS. 

In aJditlbn to the noble stand taken bv the Mass&c.liusetts 
Convention of Congregational Ministers, and the rapid and 
extensive circulation of peace pamphlets in our own country, 
v.'o arr enabled to state with confidence, tiiat Peace sentimeiitft 
u;e gaining ground iix Great Britam. The subject has beeu 
taken up hikI ably discussed in the PhilflLDthropist, a quarterly 
pcriudici;l:v,{>rk published in London, &nd we have just recei- 
ved on aniinatltig SemK)n, preached at Glasgow in ifftiuary, 
181 6, on tlie subject of" Universal Peace/' We n:)ay add. 
that, from prkate letters received in this ci>ttntry,there' is.iLe?r 
son to believe, lliixt one Peace Society, if no move, has ahrcwiy 
been formed in England. ' 



A JTIKT' ll»PLE<J^I0N; 

" WniiN ^vill a sufficient number of instances have been re- 
cr^rded by the p^r% of history, of nations harrasstng each other 

])y the o'jiragrs of wnr, tr,6 r.Aer years of lir.voc r,n(! Mof>f!" 
shed, when exhausted by exertions bcyord t'leii: r.rjtiivnl 
strength^ agreeing to forget the. qrigp^al subject of- dispute. 
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and mutually to resume the station which they occupied at the 
cemmencement of the contest ? Wete subjects wise, what 
would be their reflections when their rulers, after the most 
Is^vish waste of blood, cooly sit down and propose to each other 
the status quo ante helium ? — Happy would it be, coul4:the 
status quo be extended to the widow and the orphan, to the 
liiousands and tens of thousands, who, in consequence of the 
hardships and accidents of war, are doomed to languish out 
the, remnant of their lives in torment and decrepitude !" 

Shepherd 9 life of Poggio BraccioUniy gage 17'\ 



We're it not for the general insanity which accompanies 
war, it would be reasonable td suppose, that after the sacrifice 
of several hundreds of millions of property, and " the most lavish 
waste of blood," the rulers of contending nations — ^unless they 
regard their subjects as idiots^ would wish for ^some language 
iess known than the Latin^ ih which " to propose to feacb oth* 
ei/' and to report to the world," the status quo ante heU 
lumP For those who. understand the language^ and are aWe- 
rxwA willing to reflect, may see, that .when peace between two 
vi!hristian nations is ni^de on these terms, all the expense of 
blood and treasure goes for nothing, of for what cm enlighten-^ 
<id posterity will regard as absolutely t^or^e than nothing^-' 

THE PRAISE OP BEING AS BRAVE TO FIGHT, AS . MaHQMBTANS!^ 

'3a P'AGA.NS^ OB^^gAVAGES, , . ' 
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P£ ACil. S0CISTIJ&8 CORIFARE|> 1¥1TH OTHER BENSVO- 
I>BNT INSTITUTIONS. 

This is the kge of- benevolent institutions. No former pe^ 
riod will bear any comparison with the present in respect to^ 
t)ie origin and establishment of societies, . adapted totheim-'- 
pro vement of the character and the condition of the human 
family. Peace societies being of recent^ oiugin, their claims to 
publicregard und patronage, have been perbaps^ut little conn 
sidered. In comparing/them with other institutions, it will, 
not be my aim to disparage or to depreciate the val«e of any 
one that will be named*. They are all regarded as of useful ^ 
tendency^ and as adapted to aid the c^use of Peace. Ever}' 
institution which tends to the dif&ision of usi^ul knowledge,.^ 
or; to excite andt^kerish sympathetic, humane^ and benevolent 
afiections^ tends to the abolition of war, and to the est<ablisli- 
mpnt of peace on earth and good w411 among inen. All be- 
nevolent institutioiis may he regarded as so matiy sisters, each, 
having a distinct branch of duty to perforni for the general 
good, of the. family. I>ike so many sisters of the same family, 
they should,regard each other with coipplace»cy and afiection^ 
^d study to be mutual helpers of each other's joy. 
' The Peace Society is one of the younger sisters ; l«it when.^ 
^ejpart assigned her shall be duly considered, shemay^be 
'|b$M tp prosies^ dak&g: net inferior to any of thp elder mem- 
bex9 of the fainily. " 

HUMANE SOCIETIES* 

^* iW Humane Society is justly, considered as aa associn^ 
tion of philanthropists. They evince their benevolence in .. 
difihsing a knowledge of the best methods of resuscitating the 
drowned ; in lighting up the beacon to'mariners driven befcwre 
the tempest 5 iiiv reaching to the wreck the life boat, and in • 
preparing shelter for the sailor cdst on the desert island." 

See Chri$tian Disciple^ tfoh 3. p. 90. 

TJjese surely are benevolent ol^ects. Probably hundreds^ 
«f .persons are now living, who. are ipdebted for lift, to thevet 
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^its of hum^ societies ; and thousandfs of cbildrien have beeiK 
born <^ parents who- were snattched from tlie jaws of death by 
ineiins which these societies devised and prescribed. But how, 
small must be tlie number of lives which can be saved by tiie; 
efforts of the Humane Societies, - when compared; with the, 
number that will be saved by the exertions of Pea<?e Soci«tie»j 
»llould their efforts be crowned, with success ? Should they 
succeed, they wiU. probably, save a far- greater number, fron*- 
being drownedj than ever have bee^, or ever wiH be/ saved by. 
the Humane Societies-^ W-hat multitudes ©four brethren- 
have found their gxaves ia the deptlis of-the ocean by. the sink-. 
hig of ships ia nayal engagements. The Peace Societies will 
*^ evince, their benevolence by diffusing a knowledge r of the 
best Bneth^ds,'? foij pre\^entii\g pct^pj^. ft9t». hei^ig thus hurried? 
into etejmi^* 

But- the object of the Pfeace. Society extends farther ihan^ 
merely^. to the saving of people frpm nntimely death by drow^- 
ning ^ it embraces the saving of men from perisliing by. the. 
sword or the bayonet, by balls-or shells, or by any other iraple*. 
ments which* luiijqi^a;^ wicicedness ha,s invented^ ,A>r the d(^struc- 
tion of the huiuan family*- And surely itcannot be either less 
important or less human and benevolent, to devise means to 
aavetnen fr€aiHper^hing.by.the hands of each other, than Xxoxtk 
perishing by the unavoidable- occur cences of prpvidence. • 

SOCIETIS^ FOR THE SUPFRB?35I0N.0P INTEMPEKA^fC;E. 

"We too'^ sayu the Society for- Suppressing Intemperance^ 
" by.the aid;of heaven, hope to resuscitate thedeadr;^ to restore 
the almost expicing«felo-de-se to his family, and friends^ It is 
QUIT ojQ^ce too to.light up the beacon to those who av.e §aiUng«on 
a deceitful sea, unconsciousof their ganger, and to furnish the 
Mfe boat for their^scape* '* . 

Here again the benevolent* mind-' appFo\^s the^ object, and 
wishes success. Butliere also the Peace Society will lose no- 
thing by acomparison of claims*.. It comes forward in aid* of 
the Society far Suppressing Intemperance, and proposes to a- 
bolish or to dry up one of the most prolific squrces of Intent* 
pejrance in drinking^ But this, is not all. It wishes to sup- 
press another species of intemperance, which has destroyed its 
millions. The spirit of war is of an intemperate and intoxica- 
ting nature. It disposes men to hazard their own lives in the 
nofost desperate manner, in attempts to murder and destroy 
ttK&g^^.brethren. No persons intoxicated with strong; drink, ev-? 
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er acted the part of ma^en more completely, than those do, 
wjio are- intoxicated with the spirit of war, Tlie Peace Socie- 
ty would not only $syk men from suicide, but ixom jiiurdering 
their fellow beings; it would teach them not only to regard 
their own lives, but the lives of e;ich other. 

• SOCJETIBS FOR THE REFORMATION OF MORALS- 

, There are societies for the reforjmation of morals, whose ob- 
jects extend to the suppression of other yi<^s beside that of 
intemperance. The Peace Society co-operates . with these,, 
apd proposes to abolish the public" school of vice," the "nur- 
sery of debauchery/' impiety, and wickedness.. Such a 
<* school" war is acknowledged to be, even by its advocates.^ — 
Yet this abominable " sciiool" has been supported at an enor* 
mous expense to every community, and sanctioned by the 
public authority of every nation, in Christfifiadom. In this , 
^* school/' successful vice is regarded 3S virtue, and the most 
horrid butcheries of mankind are supposed to entitle the per- 
petrators to the highest share of public favor and , appHiuse.-^. 
While this " school, of vipp" shs^ll retain its present reputation, 
we may despair of a N'ery thorough reformation of mprab. — 
For so long as public robbery, piracy, nmrder, and massacre, 
v^e taught^ encouraged, .and ap^lau^d by civil aythority, and 
deemed justifiable by the ministers of q^igion, every species 
•of vice may be expected to abound. 

Is it not then evident, that every eijlightened man, who sia- 
cerely wishes a relprmation of mqrajs, .must also wish the abo- 
lition of the " schodi of vice/' and do what he can to destroy 
its baneful popularity ? And must he not either directly or 
indirectl^^ favor thie^^objeet of the Peace Socijety ? 

M£J0tICAl4 SOCIETIES... 

These have clahna oii public gratitude, for their efforts to; 
improve the healijlg art,, and thus to save the hve^ of men. — 
Tiieir benevolent inquiries embrace the best methods of treat- . 
ing the di&ecLses of the caif^^ ^nd the wounds received in battle. 
The Peace Society wishes to prevent these, diseases arid these 
Wounds, by abolishing the custom fwm which they originate. 
The Medical Society have no hope of resuscitating those who 
di^ in battle* But ihe^^Peace Society hop^s, by the blessing of 
God, to abolish this ni ode of dying, and thus to favor a large 
portion of fellow beings with a longer spage for segm^ing a 
blessed immortality. 

CHARITABLK SOCIETIES. . 

There are many Charitable Societies for aiding and reliev- 
ing, the poor, the orphan, and the widow- The Peace Society 
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ai>me$ forward to aid the Charitabte Societies, by an attempt 
\o aboiiBh a custom which i&one of the greatest sources of pov- 
erty and pauperism, and which multiplies the number of wid- 
ows and orphans by hundreds and by thousands. To prevent 
poverty and to pro/ono- the life- of the father and the husband, 
are as really works of humanity and benevolence, as to feed 
the hungry, and to visit tlie fatherless and the widow ia theiif 
afflictions. 

BIBLE SdCIETIE^i' 

These have for their object to place in the hands of all th& 
poor and the destitute, the blessed instructions of the gospel, 
" the bread of life." Tlie Peace Society aims to show more- 
clearly the value of the gospel in its practical tendency to pro- 
mote peace and to save the lives of men, to improve the char- 
acter and condition of mankind even in the present state, as 
v*ell as to furnish a hope of future felicit}^ x and to teach men 
to regard the gospel as not only nominally, but really ^* the 
GOSPEL OP PEACE," " peace with God through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ," and peace one with another, 

fiOcistriBS yoR propagating t^b . gospel among the. 

HEATHENS. 

In Great Britain and the United States, there are many be- 
ittevolent institurtions for spreading the gospel among the va- 
rious descriptions of lieathens. The warring character of 
Christian nations, has for ages been one of the greatest obsta^ 
ck&in the way ofcxlendtngthe light of the gospeL Indeed 
it has occasioned a dre^idful eclipse of this light, and hid ?t as 
under a bnshel. The Peace Societies wish to remove the 
cause of this eclipse, and the great obstacle to the conversion 
of the pagans. They wish to enal4e missionaries to prove by 
facts, that the Christian religion is " first pure^ then j^^a^c^aV 
blie ;^ tli&t; those uationjs^ n^jiick have embraced it, Iiave re- 
itoimced the savage custom of deciding controversies by the 
sword, and have learned the art of living in peace and love. 

Moreover, the Peace Societies will labor to produce such ^. 
state of things ia Christendom, that wh^n Christian missiona- 
ries shall urge the Pagan to renounce their customs of offer- 
ing human sacrifices, the Pagans shall not have it in their 
power to reply with truth, that Christians offer ten human vic- 
tims in sacrifice to mefif to every one that the heathens offer to 
tlieir Guda. 

S:ir-:j avc tlic objcct^ of Peace Societies. Mviy we not then 
co;:fi'tO:itly appeal to tlie cy^iscieucigs of ull intelligent and 
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candid men, and ask, — ^>?hetlierany other societies have faig&^ 
er claims to puUic. patronage ? Is there any other institution 
in the success of which a greater portion «f mankind ai'e deep- 
ly interested? Is there any -othe^ whose complete success 
would occasion^such a dimunition of human wo, and, such an 
addition to human happiness ? Can any man be a Chnstion 
indeed, or a real philanthopist^ and still be an «nemy to the 
objects of the Peace Societies ? 

It will probably be objected, that in pursuing the objects of? 
Peace Societies, complete success cannot be reasonably expec- 
ted; and that if a great portion of any community should a- 
dopt their principles, it would be exposed to be destroyed by- 
some other that should still retain the principles of wan 

In rejrfy we may observe, 

1. That complete success has not been: granted to other 
benevolent institutions ; yet they have been instrumental of 
much good. The progress of pacific principles will probably 
be gradual J and their Bnal trttimph may not be till afler this- 
generation shall have passed away 5 yet what shall be done 
will not be lest, the little leaven may finally be diffused 
through the whole mass. 

2. la regard to the* danger suggested, it may be proper to 
stale that Celsus, a heathen philosopher^ ^' who lived at ue end 
of tlie second century, attacked the Christian religion. He 
made it one of his charges against the Christians, that they re- 
fused in his time to bear arms forthe emperor, even in die case 
of necessity, and when their services would have been accept- 
ed. He told them further, that if the rest of the empire were? 
«^f thei]^ opinion, it would soon be overrun by the barbariaim." 

Such was the language of a Pagan writer against the Chris- 
tian religion^ and against those who had embraced it. Origin, 
the defender of the Christiain faith, replied to Celsus, *'He ad* 
mits the fact as stated by Celsus, that the Christians would not 
bear arms, and justifies them for refusing^ on the principle oL 
the unlawflilness of war.'' 

Now let those who urge that there is danger In adopting the^ 
principlesof peace, seriously consider whose cause they es- 
pouse, and whose example they imitate; whether that or the- 
avowed enemy of the Christian religion, or that of it^advocate^ 
In other words, let them consider, whether they act the part- 
of infidels, or that of believers? Whether the objection of Cel- 
•tis could be brought against them ? And whether they are 
not, at least, a very dUter^ntsort of Christians from those a^ 
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.gainst whom Celsus wrote ? The Jewish Priests andphari- 
sees reasoned like Celsus, and like some of the present day. 
When they «aw a, prospect that many would become the fol- 
lowers of the Messiah, they called a council and said, ^^ If we 
let him thus alone, all will believe on him ; and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and nation,'' " From 
that day forth, they took coancil to put him to death.'' Soon 
they accomplished their object. But did this save them ?— 
No, verily. The Romans did ^^ come and take a«ray both 
their place and nation ;^' not because they became the meek 
and harmless sheep of Christ, but because they displayed the 
spirit of war and violence. They took the sword as a means 
of salvation, and it proved to them the means of national ruip; 
a solemn lesson to such Christian rulers and ministers as are 
,afraid to adopt the pacific principles and spirit of the .gospel, 
in their ofdcial conduct, lest they should expose a nation to be 
"** ov^eirrun by the harbarians I" - 



•ItE-VIEW OP DE. Ii'lEOD's ARGUMENT FROM THE NEW TESTA- 

. ME NT* 

*•' In defence of the right of waging warj'^ Dr. M'Leod has' 
founded an argument on the following passage : — 

'* For i'ulers are not-a terror to^ood works, but to the evil, 
^'^ilt thou then not be afraid of the power ? Do that which is 
^good, and thou shah have praise of the same. For he is the 
nuni«t«r of God to thee for good. But if tliou do that which is 
^vil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the sword in vain ; for he 
is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil." — jRom. xiii. 3, 4. 

To obtain a correct view of tliis passage^ we should consid- 
er the character and situation of the persons to whom it was 
addressed, the government under which they lived, and the 
context of the verses on which the argunnent is founded. 

The persons addressed were such as had professed their 
faith in Jesus, as tlie Messiah, the Prince of Peace. Many of 
tliem were probably in the iconditibn ef slaves ^ and all of tliem 
-needed instruction respecting the principles of the Christian 
religion, as they relate to civil government. 

The government under which they then lived, was the im 
pcr.al government of Rome, while it was both despotic and 
Pf gan. It mustf then, have naturally been £^ serious inquiry 
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with Christians, whether, as subjects of the Prince c^l^eace 
they were bound to obey a Pagan despot, to honor a Pagan 
magistrate, and to pay taxes lor the support of a Pa^an gov- 
ernment. At least, considei'hig the rude state of society at 
that period, there was danger of error on these points, and 
need of apostoUc instruction. 

The danger of these Christians, in respect to dishonoring 
their profession, was the greater, as tliey were a despised ami 
persecuted people.. Under these circumstances, they were 
addressed by Paul in the following language : — 

" Bless them that persecute you ; bless and curse not. Re- 
joice with them that ^o rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not 
high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not 
wise in your own conceits. Recompense to no man evil for 
evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be 
^possible, as much aslieth in you, live peaceably with all mea 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place 
unto wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will re- 
pay, saith the Lord. ' Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, fee^ 
liim 5 if he thirst, give him drink j for in so doing, thou shak i 
heap coals of fire on Jiis head. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good. Let every soul be subject unto the 
higlier powers ; for there is no power but of God ; the power? 
that be, are ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, resist- 
eth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God ; and tliey that 
resist, shall recei^'e to themselves damnation (or judgment.) — 
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil.— I 
Wilt thou, tlicn, not be afraid of the power ? Do that which is 
good and thou shalt have praise of the same. For he is the 
ininister of God to thee foi'good. But if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the sword in vain j for 
he is the minister of God, a revenger (or avenger) to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs 
be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. — 
For this cause pay ye tribute also : for they are God's minis- 
ters, attending continually upon this very thing. Render, 
therefore, to all their dues ; tribute to whom tribute is due ; 
custom to whom custom ; fear to whom fear ; hon0r to whom 
honor. Owe no man any tiling, Imt to love one another. For 
he that loveth another, hath fulfilled the law. For this, tliou 
shalt riot commit adultery. ' Thou shalt not kill. Thon shalt 
not steal. Th«i shalt not bear false witness. Thou sI?aU 
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not 6ovet. Aiid if there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly comprehended in this^-Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. Love wotketh no ill to liis mpighbor 5 therefore love 
is thQ fuliilliug of tlie law." Rom^xiu 14 — to chap. xiii. 10. 

Such is the exhortation which Paul gave to the despised and 
persecuted Christians, while they were subject to a Pagan 
government. Can any thing be more clear^ tlian that it was 
his aim to excite them to display^ i«Rdei' iiii their trials, a 
*• m^k and quiet spirit," and. on no account, and on no occa- 
sion to indulge refractory, seditious, and revengeful passions j 
but in all things, to act as became the peaceful subjects of the 
Redeemer of men ? 

Is it possible for any one, Avho is not under the inSwence of 
|)repossessions or passions favorable to war, to see,, in any part 
of the exhortation, anything to justify Christian rulers in 
*• waging war," or Christian tmnisters in pleading for such a 
sanguinary, revengeful, ate'5 murderous custom? 

But let us hear Dr. M'Leod : — 

'^'' Man, in his collective <;apacity, derives from God the right 
•©f government; hence the magistrate is his ordinance ; he is 
the liiinhier of God. The design of this institution is the good 
f*f society ; he is the minister of God for good, 11 is province 
is the protection of virtue and the suppression of evil. Rulers 
are not a terror to good works, hut to the evil. In suppressing 
evil, the national sovereignty is djvinel^ armed with veng^moj 
-the minister of God^ a revenger to ^xccnte mrath,^^ p. 114. 

Remark 1 , May it not be questioned, whctW* an individtmt 
despot is " man in his collective <:npacity V* 

Remark 2, It is granted that government Exists by the ap- 
pointment of God; ^Iiat i-t is ratended for 11*16 good of society; 
that rulers are God'Si ministers orservairts; that when they 
lule injustice and mercy, they ar6 not k terror to good works, 
1)Ut to the evil ; that even when they act as tyrants and op- 
pressors, they are God^s inslrumettts in executing punishment 
npon evil doers. Fot to God *^ belojigeth vengeance and re- . 
compensc ;" and he often mafec« nse of one wicked being, or 
<one wicked nation, to punish another. 

Remark 3. It is granted that the proper " province" of aru*- 
^er, " is the protection of virtue and the suppression of evil." 
CJan it then be his duty to " w^e war," and establish "a school 
of vice, a nursery of debauchery r" Can he, as a projector of 
virtue, adopt a coujri^which*^ flows from malevolent passions," 
— " ai-rests the progress of improveipent,"— " impoverishes 
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countries," — ^^ corrupts the youtli/' — and " hurries into ciejv 
nity, in an unprepared state, thousands of thoughtless feUow- 
ftinners?'^ 

But, let the Doctor speaJc again :— 

^ The sword of the sovereign is not merely disciplinary^ an 
instrument of Teibcin^ it is also for vengeance J^ p, 114. 

*^ Now if the magistrjrte does not bear the sword in vain, he 
must use it. It is put in his hand, not for show, but for execu- 
tion. He is not decked in military hab'diments for mere pa» 
rade. He puis on his ^rmour to strike with terror the enemies 
of his country. God gives him the right oT'waging war. He 
is the minista* €tf -^God^ attending continually on this very 
thing, p. 115.' 

'Remark 1. For many ages prior to the time ofPaiil, ^potrer 
had haan attained by the sword j and the instrument 6ip0iA€r^ 
ha"d' become its vymboJ, It does not appear, that the apostle 
had the least reference to a right of waging war, but merely 
•to the power of-ptmisliing refractory subjects for evil deeds-.— 
Nor does his ittse of the word «M?or<l imply, that this was the 
moSt/proper instrument for punishing the guilty. The pas- 
sage aftbrds iw proof that it was right, even for a Pagati. gov- 
ern meftt to '*^ wage w'^ar.'' Much less, if possible, floes it prove 
that a Christian Tdler- may imitate a Pagan despoft, in adopt- 
ing this savage custom ior-the settlement of disputes, or for 
extension of empire. 

■IJad it been the (5b]eCtx>f the " discourses" to prove, that 
ChriiStians may* lawfully use* the murderous means, by \vhich 
irtflitarj'^ chiefs have acquired'^thrones ; and that it is the diity 
of the Christian ruler to employ the sword for the subversion 
of ChristiJiriity und 4ke csJtabUsliment of a Pagan military des- 
potism, and to attend contbmdUy on. this very thing ; the Doc- 
tor might have quoted the laitguage of Paul with as much pro- 
ja-icty as he did to prove the rtght ofioaging war^ for " actual 
injttrres inflicted, or about to be inflicted.^ If Paul's language 
Wjyl!>\3;gfusriy cited iis*a proof of the rig^ of waging war at 
all, it may SHTcly be employed in support of waging wars of 
conqitcstj after the nmnner of the fio mans 9 fijr it was the Ko- 
njan government he had in'view. 

Perhaps no other passage of sctlpture has been more blind- 
ly, or more wantonly abused to Justify oppression, war, and 
vengeance on the part of rulers, than the one, on which the 
Doctor founded his argument. In former ages it was pressed 
into the service of persecution, with as gpod a grace as the 
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Doctor has employed it in support of war. Indeed vre nday 
ask, what species of man-slaughter, persecution, revenge, ana 
massacre, has not been supposed to be authorized by Paul's 
saying of the magistrate, " He beaieth not the swordJn. vain ?" 
Just as though an admonition to private Christians to he. meek 
and peacca We, could imply a right on the parfeof rufersy to be 
loar-makersy persecutors^ tormentors^ and murderersir 

Remark 2, Alas ! what state of mind must a Christian mFa- 
ister possess to urge war, vengeance, and havoc at this dread- 
ful rate ! Is it not enougli to make any benevolent heart ache, 
to read or hear tuch language ?. Can this be the spirit of him 
who prayed, " Father, forgi^ie them : for. they know not what 
they do ?'' Is it that wisdom which is from'Sibove, " first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits r" What a contrast to tbe pjacifi^ exhortation qf Paul, 
on which the Doctor was remarking ! I have read of One man, 
who, at a certain period of his lllfe, was " breathmg out tbreatr 
cnings and slaughter,"^ at another, . he was addressing his fel- 
low-men in this benevolent language :— " If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with aU men." In. which 
state of mi;id did he most resemble, the Messiah ? Ani in 
Mfhicli did liis feellngii best aqcord vvith^the p^tragraph aow un« 
der review ? 

Remark 3. What can be more shocking than this account of' 
the magistrate 5 **God gives him the rigJU of waging teaf%r— 
He is the minister of God. attending continuaili^ on this very 
thing J^ If " waging war" he the continual business of the ma- 
gistrate,, as God's minister^ what could be better, adapted to ex- 
cite him to a thorough anJ^perseV'ering discharge of his duty 
thajo such preaching ? But is this^^ preaching psace by Jesujs 
Christ ?" 

Immediately succeeding the words last quoted from the dis- 
courses, w£ are told what the magistrate ought to be <^as a 
man." ^ As a many let him be meek, peaceful, and for^v-. 
ing. Let every many.in his individual character, be humane^, 
conciliating, patient of injury, slow to anger. It is the law of 
Chidst." It is strongly expressed, Matt. v. 39-^4.1. , ^ I.say 
unt« you,. that ye resist not evil,^' &c. ' 

After. some observations to show, that tJiis^, passage id not to. 
b^."-miderstood literally ^^ the Doctor interrogates.:-:-. 

*^ Who then is 50 childish as to use this argument against 
the rights of war ? We must adopt a consistent plan of inter- 
pretation? and recollect that the Author of the gospel, while 
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he ill, this passage urges, upon i^viduab< a; forgiving disposi- 
tion, lays down in another) the duty of the national represenia" 
live J acting as Ai> v^inhtery to exercise vengeance on. the ag- 
gresBor, He is Ui repenger to. execute tprath. This is the do^ 
trine of Jesus Christ, our Lord. It is the IJoly Ghost, the 
Comforter of our soul^ that makqs the declaration. He who 
sanctifies and instructs true Christians, hereby declares that. 
war t>, in certain cases ^ lawfuV^ p. 1 1^. 

Remark 1. There are two senses in which a ruler may b«. 
said to be an avenger to execute wrath or punishment. flei.< 
so, when he executes just and reasonable laws against trans- 
gressors, for the good of comjaaunitj^ This he may do with 
the most benevole;it feelings, to\Var.ds the guilty^. B-ulers al- 
so, like tempests, earthquakes^^ and fatal distempers, may be 
said to he ministers of divine justice,, when they wage war, 
and are instruments in bringing evil on their own people, or 
the people of other nations. In ever^j war,^those who wage it 
may be said to be executioners of^ diViiie anger against the 
wicked. " Howbeit they mean not so, neither; do their hearts 
think so ;" and ofteB rulers themselves fall victims to the ven- 
geance pf God^whiph.they e^cecute. 

Remark 2, That there are duties incumbent on a magis- 
trate, which would not be incumbent on him in a private car . 
pacity, will readily be granted. But his^ elevation to office is 
so far from freemg him from obKgation^ to be *< meek, peace-. 
ful, and forgiving," *^in his individual character," or in his 
public character, that it enhances these obligations. In pro- 
portion as he is^ exalted, the more important it is that he should 
be in all respects an exemplar}'^ disciple of the Prince of Peace; 
because the greater >vill be his influence, the greater his ad- 
vantages to promote the peace and happiness of mankind, and, 
the greater the account which he must render to God, tjie 
Judge of all. 

It is, ho\yeviBr, lamentably true, that for many centiiries, the 
rulers of Christian nations have conducted on the delusive 
principle, that as magistrates, the}' were not bound to " be 
meek, peaceful, and forgiving." And what have been the 
consequences? Christendom has been " a field of blood." — 
Public robbery, piracy, violence, and murder, have overspread 
both sea and land. Never, never did an error more fatal in 
itstendency,.enter the mind of a Mahometan or a Pagan, or 
even a maniac ; nor one that has. j^ctuqUy occasioned more 
calamity to the human race. This one^ emit has probably 
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^^ hurried into eternity/^ in an untimely manner, ffty fnill- 
ions of hoiraan beings, bearing the name of Christians, to grat- 
ify the avarice or ambition of misguided or unprincipled men. 

How shocking then is the thought, that after all the crimes, 
the desolations and miseries occasioned by this principle, it 
should still be advocated by a " Pastor of the rihformed 
Presbf/tenan <ihurch /" WJiat is the. imp^oi't ,o t the ideleterious 
distinction but this? that the. ruler, ^^^as a ^lavi,^^ is bound to 
'^ be meek, peacefnl, .and forgiving," but, as • a magistrate, he 
may indulge revengeful and '^ malevolent passions :" " As a 
man," he must be a humble follower of the iMessiah, but^, as a 
magistrate, he may be a follower of Mahomet ;" " As a man," 
lie must be a ch>ld of our merciful Father injieaven, but, as a 
magistrate, he may be a " child of the devil," and, as a roar- 
ing lion, go about seeking whom he may devour ! 

How very partial and imperfect must be all supposed refor- 
mationsy while such sanguinary and malignant principles are 
dierished and reduced to practice ! 

Instead of urgnig this antichristian and fatal distinction, it 
sliould be the aim of ev^^ minister of the Prince of peace, to 
make the magistrate feiel, .that although he is a ruler, he is still 
likut "a man;^^ a man who mnstj^^give account of himself unto- 
(iod," for all his public, as well as-private conduct; that as bh 
Christian ruler^ he is solemnly bound to act on the ^^rneek,. 
pcaceful, awl-fb^rgiving" principles o#the religion he profess- 
m ; that if he shalifail of displaying the Christian spirit, in his 
oilicial conductj-iiewill be as liable to condemnation as any 
private citizen ^;ai|4 thlat if he indulges the opposite^ spirit of 
ambition,, avarice, and revenge, and wantonly plunges a na- 
tion into the crimes and miseries of war^ the blood of murdered 
men will cry to God for vengeance against him. 

But so long as the ministers of the Christian religion shall 
llatter the pride of ambitious rulers, and inculcate the doctrine, 
tliat as magistrates^ they are-iiot bound to obey the peaceful 
and beuevoleht*p.Fecepts of the Messiah, and that they have 
*• a right to wuge<war^^ox any ^ actual injuries inflicted, .or •»• 
bout to be inflicted," we* may expect, that the Idnd will fre- 
qul>ntly be critasoned aod manured with" ttie Wood df its in- 
habitants. 

Is it not then.a very serious question, — At whose hands will' 
this blood be required ? Will it be required of ignorant and" 
deluded soldiers,.whp are taught by their rulers, and by mirtis- 
€ers of religion^ that it is a gloJPious thing to die fghtingf. on 
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nt of" actual injuries inAicted, or about to lie infilcted'^^ 
those soldiers \viio are compelledj by sanguinary 4laws, to 
le murderers oTo^ie another? Is I>r. M'Leod prepared 
'^j that he will beanswerablfefor altthe slaughter which 
rinciples he has advanced will justify ? Or which his war 
nis may actually occ^sion^ should their tendency not be 
eracted by the friends of peace ? If it should ultimately 
ir, that by the influence of his Five Discourses, "thou- 
of our thoughtless feilow-sinnersj" who might .otherwise 
had time and space for repentance, were " hurried into , 
ity in aa unprepared state," what naustbe his reflections? 
lis heart endure to nifi*ft at the bar of God; thousands of 
>w sinners," who will be able tp testify, that they were 
d by cherishing^ the spirit which Aj> principles of war and 
ige are adapted to inspire ? 

lere are other things in the Five Discourses, which are lii- 
;o animadversion, but I must forbear. My remarks have 
made on ,what. may be regarded as the pillars of the Doc^ 
superstructure 5 if these huve been demolished, the. build- 
ill fall of coarse;, if not, it may stand till "farther liglir. 
arise on the subject. 

liat allowance ajust and merciful jSod mvj\\ -make, on ac- . 
rof the delusions, which result from education^ passion^ ^ 
nejudicc, I am not able to determine. I liowever char- 
r believe, that the author of the Discourses will stand'tjn 
diflferent ground; from, what r should have done, had Ij 
m such discourses with my views of the nature of ChnV, 
y and the nature of war. "So far as forgiveness is needed* 
is having pubUshcd opinions of such a sanguinary tenden- 
dfevoutly pray that it may be grant^d^ and that the.. 
3r may yet possess such views of die gospel and such a 
of mind, that he wiH rejoice in the attempt which hai^. 
mado to counteract the tendency of his publication, 
in what I have written,. I hav« indulged an unfriendly. 
,for this I need forgiveness:^ but I hope I may say, with- 
elf-deeeption, that whatever of app^iyent- severity there 
have been in my remarks, it has not proceeded from di»- . 
tion to the author of the Discourses, but- from an abhor-^ 
J of the opiuious t« which I hfiv^ objected.^ 

^TJRRESTING HEPLECTIOKS ON WAR, BY Mf. J:«PFfiESDN» 

IE following reflections on war, were written by Mr. Jef- 
n, in 1798. They are found near the ckase of a letter to 
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Sit J^lMi^SbicTair, President^Qf the Board of Agriculture, at 
l4(ji3^on,. Having given s\ lengthy " description of; a moul^fe 
Ijpard," which he^cp^.cfivjpd to be of thebegt fornij. he intrp- 
(luced war as ^. deplorable calamity, by,. which agricukural in- 
quiries and j)ursuits were Unble to be interrupted. H^ then ob-. 
swerved ci§ folfpws ;-^ 

"I'ani fixed in awe at the mighty conflict to which twgt 
gjreat iiations are advapcingj and recoil with horror at the fe- 
rociousness of man. Will nations never devise a more ration- 
al umpire of differences than force? Are there no uieans of 
coercing injustice more gratifying to our nature than a waste 
of the blood of thoi|sdndls, and; of th^ labor ef millions of our 
ff llow-cf eatures ?! > 

" We see, nu.rnerous.societies of^mcinj the aboriginals; of thi^ 
country, living together without acknowledgement, or cither 
!?iwsor njagistcacy,^ Yet they^ live in peace among^ them- 
sely^^^ and actsj ofyioJeiice.are.a^rar^ ii^ their societies as in 
nations which keep the sword t)f law in perpetual activity.^ — 
Public reprpach, a refusal of common offices, interdiction of 
the comn^er^e^and, comforts of society, are found as eifTectual 
as the. coarser instruments of force. Nations, like these indi- 
viduals, staled towards each other only in the relations of nat- 
vtT^al right.. Might they not, like them, be peaoe^bly punishe^d 
for violence and wrong ? . 

"Wonderful has been,tljejprogr«sspC hMw^an improyenfent 
in other hnes. Let .n^nppe then, that the law i)f ne^ture, whidi 
makes a virtugjis condiict produce benefit, and vice lo^ tothe^ 
agent in the joi^gj run, — rwhich haf sanctioned the, commqn 
principle, tha J; jionesty is tlie bestij^pljcy, will in tioie infhi- 
etice the procefidingg of nations as well as of individaak| apd 
that we ^halj atj^ngth be.,sensibte, that war is an mstruipent 
{Entirely inefficient foifiards redressing torongj that it niulti- 
pliesy instead of indemnifying losses, 

" Had the mopey.wjiioh has been spent' in tl]ie present war, 
bisen eniploy^d.iano|aking rogds andconducting^canals-pfnay* 
igation and^ irrigation through the country, not a hovel in the 
highlands of Scotland, or mountains of Auvergne, would have 
been without a boat at its ^oor, a rill of water hi every fjpld, 
and a road, to its market town. 

" Ha<^ the money we have lost by the lawless depredfctibns 
of all the belligerent powers been employed in the same way, 
what CQmmunicatlon^;would have*, been, opened of roacfs.and 
w,fiti^s I Yet, were wf to go to war for redress, instead -of re- 
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dress, we should plunge deeper into loss and disable ourselves 
for hsilf a century raoje from attaining the same end. A war 
would cost us morethaa would cut through the isthmus of Da- 1 
rien ; and thatiOf Sueamiglrt have been opened with what' 
a jsingle yedr has-seen thrown away on the. rock of Gibralter. 

" Tliese truths are palpable, and must in the progfress of | 
time, have their Jnflueuce. on. the minds^and; conduct of na- 
tions." 

These ophiionsjof Mr. J'ei&rson were committed tawritmg, 
prior to his election to tlie Presidency of the United States ; j 
and they may. account for some things in his administration, . 
which were, disapproved by. hi3> p^liticul opponents 5 but of 
which, perhaps, an enlightenedi ppsterity\ will . pronounce a 1 
driffcrent verdict. . What we have no\^. befoce. us, from bis ' 
pen, appears to have been the result.of . serious raiSection on 
the impolicy of war ; and it is hoped, that the time is at hand, 
when these " palpable tcuths'^' will have thati "influence on 
the minds and conduct of naxionjs.'? wiich the. wxiter .anticipa- 
ted. 

Since Mr. Jefferson retired Trt)m: ofSce, our nation has had 
an exemplification of the, correctness of his remark, " That 
toarisfin instrumenU^ entirely ihejicient toiaards ^redressing 
wrong ; tJiat it multiplies j instead of indemnifying losses.^'' — 
May we not then indulge a hopc,.that\the experience w« have 
li^ of these" palpable truths,? W4ll4yave an 'Snfluence^' on 
all who shall hereafter be concerned In administering the gov- 
crciment of this-nation > Aijd such an influduccon every chiss 
of our citizens, ^thaicwftpever-^nmyv presidA^. he shall be. free 
from, all temptatid»>to engage in war, to gratify those on whom, 
he may be de^nd^nt for office ? A pacific people will natur- 
ally insure a pdcifit government, §0 long as it shall be elective ;■ 
and a contentious people will be pretty sure to produce a con- 
tentious government,, or to give^ita contentious aspect and di- 
rection.. 



DSAN SWIPt'^ account op Tlffi CAUSE OF'WABs 

Ik the Philanthropist, for July, 1813, we have an able and 
interesting article on the subject of war. The writer introdu- 
ces the foUowmg ludicrous account of the cause of . war^ irem 1 
Dr. Swift. 

" He asked me,'* says the Doctor, " what were the usual 
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mmes or motives that made oiic country go to war with an- 
-other ? I ans-weredy they were innumerabje : but I should on- 
ly mention a few of the chief. Sometimes, the ambition of 
princes, who aever think they have land or people enough to. 
govern. Sometimes the corjcuptLon of ministers, who engage 
their master in war, in oxd^ ta atifl^eor divert the clamor of 
their subjects against theif evil aj^ninistration. - Difference in 
opinion has cost nKmy millions of lives. For instance, wheth- 
er flesh be bread,, or bread be flesh : whether the juice of a 
€ertain berry be blood,, or wine ; whether whistling be a vice, 
or a virtue. 

" Sometimes, the quarrel between two powers is to decide 
which of theni shall dispossess a third of his dominions, where 
neither of them pretends to any right. Sornetinies one prince 
quarrels with another, for fear the other should quarrel with 
himA Sometimes a war is entered upon, because the enemy 
is too strong ; and sometimes because he is too weak. Some- 
times our neiglibors want the tilings which we hav.eyor. hav.(? 
tije things which we want 5 and we both (ighk till tliey take 
ours or we theirs. 

" It is avery justifiable causes? of a war^k* invade a countiy 
nfter the people have been waited' by famine, destroyed by 
pestilence, or embroiledOjy factions among themselves. It is 
justifiable to enter into war against our nearest ally, when one 
of his towns lies convenient for us, or a territory of land, that 
^o»ld render our dominion round and compact. 

" If a prince sends forces into a nation where the people are 
poor and ignorant, he may lawfully guthalf of them to death, 
tand make slaves of the rest, in oi:d'0r to civilize th«m and re- 
duce them from their barbarous way of living. Itis a very 
kingly, honorable and frequent practice, when one prinee de- 
sires the assistance of another, to secure him against an inva- 
sion,^ that the assistant, when he has driven out the invader, 
should seize on the dominion himself,, and kill, imprison, or 
Vanish the prince he came to relieve." 

* After quoting this passage, the writer in. the Philanthropist 
makes the following just remarks : — 

" If we consider rightly, we shall find a ver}^ small number 
of wars, at the utmost, the causes of which are not arssignable 
to one or other of the heads whiclt Swift enumerates, ri- 
diculous and detectable as tlicy agpear, when thus exhibited 
without covering or disguise. 

^f f he wonderful thing is, that at the moment of action or 
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(lecti)ion,,it sbouM be sa very easy to endow them with decep- 
tive colours. Scarcely ever does'it happen, that the wars into- 
which nations are plunged,, are not. made to appear to the 
contending parties as highly necessary or. honorable ; are not 
made to appear so, eqpally to both nations, tiiough ft must 
always happen, that, oi^ the parties, one is, and it most fre- 
quently happens tlmt both are kii the wrong. If we look, for 
example, at the wars, which, since tfie beginning of the last 
Century,.the British nation have carried on with the French, 
\ve shall find that every one of these destructive contests was 
made to. wear plausible colours on both sides, to the credU^ 
lous people whom they oppressed. Yet it would be a curious 
inquiry to determine of how many of them the cause will not 
be found, in the catalogue of Swift. Mankind are deluded by^ 
their passions. It is easy for rulers to fill their bosoms witli 
hope or with fear. Whoever is master of their hopes and 
fears, is master of the men. He commands the steam which, 
works the engine, and of which the movemeals may be guid- 
ed to any operatioir,'^' 



BXTRACTS prom PARLIAMENTAEY SPEECHES, APPLICABLE 
TO THE CUSTOM OP WAR, AND TO AN ATTEMPT 
^ POR ITS ABOLITION. 

Ttt8 following extracts are taken from tlie speechea^made 
in the British Parliament, during the long struggle fot.the.abr 
olition of the slave trade. Their applicability to war and to aa 
attempt for its abolition, will bo obvious tp every discerning 
reader. 1 shall forbear to give the names of the speakers a- 
gaiust the abolition^ because 1 trust they have repented of the 
part they took in the debate, and would be glad that their 
speeches might be abolished, as well as the trade which they 
designed to support. But the names of the speakers, on the 
other side, will be given, that they may be more generally 
known and respected in our country. * 

Mr. Wilherforce. " Had this trade been ever so profitable, 
my decision would have been in no degree affected by that 
coiiskleration. Here's the smell of blood on the hand still, 
jjiid nil the perfumes of Arabia caim9t swc'et.^n it,. ' T^xe-cpu-. 
sciou*[ii'esg orihe J u^ico of *niy cause woukj cany, nip^ forjv.ard^ 
thaiigliLl were alone ; . but I cannot but derive encouragement 
IVom considering with jyhcm I am associated. Let us not 
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desfpair. It is a blessed cause ; and success, ere long, mSL 
crown our exei*tiotis. Never, never will we desist, till we hav6 
wiped away this scandal fVom the Christian name ; till we 
have released ourselves from the load of guilt under which we 
at present labour ; and till we have extinguished every trace 
oT this bloody traffic, which our posterity, looking back to the 
history of these enlightened times, will scarcely believe had 
been suffered to exist so long, a disgrace and a dishonor to our 
country.'' 

In opposition h was said : — ^' They Wlio attempt the aboli- 
tion of the trade, are led away by a a mistaken humanity, — 
The slave-trade is absolutely necessary, if we mean to carry 
on ouf West-India commerce?. It alsobas the merit of keep- 
ing up a niuilber of seamen in readiness, for the state. Tlie 
stbolition would lessen the commerce of the country, and in- 
crease the national debt and the number of taxes. It would 
annihilate a trade "whose exports amounftto eight hundred 
thousand pounds annually, and which employs l60 vessels, 
-sCftd more than 5,000 men." 

Anothet in opposition said : — *' The slave-trade Is certainly 
Wot an amrdhle tratile, neither is that of a butcher / but it is a 
very necessary one. There is^esft reason to doubt the pro- 
priety of the present motion. I have twenty reaspxis for dis- 
approving it. The fust is, that the thing is impossible, I 
hctve no need to give the rest. I would not gratify my hu- 
manhy at" the expense of the interest of my countiy ; and I 
tlinik we should not too curiously inquire into the unpleasant 
circumstances which attend it." 

Mr. James Martin replied, that " The doctrines he had 
Ifeard that evening ought to have been reserved for times the 
most flagrantly profligate and abandoned. He never expect- 
ed then *io learn, that the everlasting laws of righteousness 
were to give way to imaginary jwlitical and cotnmercial ex- 
pediency, and tlmt tiiousands of our fellow-creatures were to 
be reduced to wretchedness, that iiidividuals miglit enjoy op- 
ulence, or government a revenue.^ 

In opposition, one gentleman said, ^' It appeared to him to 
bavc been the intentiom of Providence from the very begin- 
ning, that one set of men should be slaves to another. This 
truth was as old Tis it was univei*sa1. It was recognized in 
ever}' history, under every government, and in every reli- 
gion." 

Mr, William Smith observed, " Whatever may bave been 
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advancecj, ^eveiy body mustfeel, that the slave-trade 'cattnot 
exist an hoar, if that excellent maxim, * to do to others as we 
would ^hat others should do to us/ had its proper influence on 

the conduct of men. Nor was Mr. more happy in his 

«aqfament from the antiquity/ of slavery . Because a practice 
has existed J does it necessaiily follow that it is just ? By this 
argument, every crime raav be -defended, from the time of 
Cain." 

Mr. Courtenay observed, that ^' It had ileen said by Mr. 
— , that the ptil|}it had been used &s an instrument of at- 
tack on the slaive-tuade. He was happy that it was so weU 
employ ed ^ and he hoped the bishops would rise up in the 
House of Lords, with the virtuous imii'gnation which became 
. them, to abolish a traflic so contrary to humanity, justice, and 
religion."' - 

Mr. William PUt remarked, ^^ From the first hour of my 
having h«d the hoiK>r %o sit in Parliament, down to the pre- 
sent, among ail tlie que«Aions, whether political or personal, in 
which It has been ray fortune to take a share, there has never 
been one in which my heart was so deeply intei'csted as in the 
present ; both on account of the serious principles it involves, 
and the consequences connected with it. 

" The present is not a mere question of feeling. The ar- 
gument which ouglit, in rny opinion, to determine the com- 
mittee, is, tliat the slave-trade is unjust. It is, therefore, such 
a trade as it is impossible for me to support, unless it can be 
first proved, that there are no laws of morality binding on na- 
tions ; and that it is not the duty of a Legislature to restrain 
its subjects from invading the happiness of othev countries, 
arid from violating the fundamental principles of justice/' 

Mr. Foic observed, " Never did I hear of charges so black 
and horrible, as those contained in the evidence on the table. 
Cut what is our motive in the case* before us, to continue a 
trade which is a wholesale sacrifice of a whole order and race 
of our fellow-creatures ? O, most monstrous wickedness ! O, 
unparalleled barbarity ! And what is more aggravating, this 
most complicated scene of rohhery and murder^ which mun- 
kind has ever witnessed, has been honored by the naoie of 
trade.* 

Mr. Fox rehearsed some of the facts which had been stated 
by the witness, and then said, "I a«i gkd that these tales aC- 

* Hull iliis grentlcman ever read, or Iveaid, or Ihmig^ht of war ? And 
oi its bejp^ « lionoied by the name of*'*— pbo^'ession ? 
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fedt the House. Will they then sanction enormities, the bare 
recital of which makes tketn -shudder 7 Let them remember 
that humanity does not copsist in a squeami«li ear-, Itdoe*^ 
not consist in shrinking and starting at such ^^les as these 5 — 
but in a disposition of heart to remedy tthe evils they unfoM."^' 

At the close of hiji speech, he said, "I will' now oon^lude 
by declaring that, the whole ^country, indeed the whole <;ivili- 
zed -world jnust rejoice, that sueh a bill as the present Jias beea 
moved for, not merely «s*?i naatter of humanity, bitt ?t& an act 
of justice ^ for I will put humanity out of the ^jueation. Cari 
it be called humanity f to forbear from committing murder? 
Exactly upon tliis ground d©es tlic present motion stand; be- 
ing stiictly a •^question of national justice." 

May I ncM; subjoin, ^^exactjy upon this ground", t^stands the 
motion for the abolition x)f war ? 

Now who will say that the arguments in favor dtf war, are " 
better than those which were formerly adopted iu favot of the 
slave-trade? Or who can pretend that Jtlie barbarous com- 
merce in slaves involved half so wuch of -crime, of *^murder,'* 
.and of misery^ as the custom of war, wbhch is strH popular ? 
And who can-den^^ that the carguiiients for the abolition of the 
;s lave trade, will^pply with sevenfold energy for llie abolition 
t>fwar? 

Let yj^. Wilberforce and Hs surviving coadj utors, bave their « 
^yes as completely opened in respect 4;b the injustice, thp in- 
humanity and the hoi-rofs/ of war, as ^h^y ^ha\'e been to the 
wils of the slave tmde, and they will repeat their I'esolutioQ; 
— '"Nevjea, never ^itii WE a)EsiST, Tjt/i WK havh; wipeo 

AWAY THIS SCANDiAl. PROM THE C3«RTSTIAN NA^HE 5 TILL WK 
HAVE TlEi^A&EO OtTlWEliVES>ROM T«£ LOAD >CfiP OIJ^LT, UNDElt 
WHICH WE Xt PRESENT LA^JOrR." 

In a future number, wUl probably be given, eictraCts from 
<>ther -speeches on the Same subject. 



•LipTTtTR OF iriRENIKbS.TO tHILO SfACIFlCCS". 
^IR, 

I Am one of the inany, whom y^ur publications, On the^ai- 
ti-christian charaecer of war^ haVe ai-oased to reflection^ 3L1ke 
him, who "sa^i^ men as trees walking," when bis ^yes were 
opened to the light, I, a*ififst,*had but an indistinct yiew^ofthe 
interesting subject, an/j was^qoally astonished aai delighted 
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by the confuse3 perception of the truths presented to iiiy 
mind : astonished that these truths had so long escaped my 
attention, and delighted by tlie cheering results, which they 
seemed to promise. With all the eagerness, and, I trust, with 
some part of the simplicity conspicuous in the child, when be- 
ginning to notice surrounding objects, I set myself to examine 
the novel doctrine. The more I examined, jihe more clear 
and indubitable it appeared. " My understanding and nay 
heart accorded with it, at first blush i^ and when I resorted to 
;the gospel of Christ for information, I found no other doctrine 
more repeatedly expressed, mote powerfully enforced, or 
more engagingly exemplified. I could hardly realise, that, 
firom a child, i-had been accustomed to read the New Testa- 
ment, frojn. beginning to end, and yet had never noted asen- 
tiraeiit which now met me in every page. Nor was I less sur- 
prised to discover in n^y «ubsequent researches, that the same 
sefilinient, if not explicitly stated, was almost invariably im- 
plied in the sermons and other theological works, with which 
I hiid long been aecju aimed. I was particularly gratified wieh 
a lucid exhibition of the import and style of our Saviour's^ Wi- . 
struct ion, relative to the.;5pirit whence wars and fightings come, 
in Dr. Paley^'s "^idences of Chri^ianity ;"* which, diough I 
liad often seeii it before, struck me with all the force of a new 
d Iscovery, J take xhe liberty to?transcribe it for your perusal. 

^^ There .are two .opposite descriptions of character^ under 
which m irriklnd isnay generally be classed. The one possess- 
es vigor, firmness, resoitition ; is during and active, quick in its . 
sensibilities, jealous of its fame; eager in its attachments, in- 
Ifitixible in its purpose, ^violent in its resentments* 

" The othci;, meek, yielding, complylhg, forgiving ; not 
prompt to act, but willing to sufler, silent , and gentle under 
rudeness and insult-, suing lor reconciliation where oilier^ 
would demand satisfaction 5 gvvin^' way to the pushes of impu- 
derapj conceding and indulgent to the prejudices, the wrong- 
headcdness, the intractability of those with whom it has to 
•idenli 

*' The farmer of these characters", is, and ev!er has been, the 
<»vorite of the world. It is the character of great men. — 
There is a digaity in it which universally- commands respect, 

^^ The latter^s poor-spirited, tame, and abject. Yet^so it 
tlKith happened,' that with the founder of Christianity, this lat- 
'ler Is the subject of bis conimendation, his precejpts^Ws exam- 
• Vd^esne, r, ^. 9, Boston edition, 179$. 
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file; and that the ^mer is so, in no part ofit» compo»itloQ«i. 
This, and nothing else^ is the character* designed in the fol- 
lowing reinarkahle passages: — ^ Resist not evil; but whosoev- 
er shall smite thee on the right eheek, turn to him the other 
also ; and if any man wlH sue thee at the law^ and take away 
thy coat, let him have thy cloak also; and whosoever shalt 
compel thee to go- a.mile,xgo with him twain; love your ene- 
mies; bless them that curse you ; do good to thenr that hate, , 
and pray for them which despitefuUy use you and persecute 
TOO.* •This certainly is not comiaion-place morality. It is^ 
very original. It sliows, at least (and it is for this purpose we 
produce it) that no two things can be more different than the 
lieroie and the Christian character. 

" Now the author, tOf whom I refer,* has not only remarked 
this difference more strongly than any preceding writer, but* 
lias proved in contradiction to first impressions, to popular o- . 
pinion, to the encomiums of orators and poets, and even tp the 
suffrages of historians and moralists, that the latter character 
possesses the most of true worth, both as being most difficult 
eitlier to be acquired or sustained, and as contributing most to 
die happiness^md tranquthty of social life-. The state of his 
argument is as follows :— 

" I. If this disposition were universal , the case is clear : the 
world would be a society of friends. Whereas, if the other 
€l1spo»tion were universal, it would produce a scene of univer-^ 
sal contention. The world could not hold a generation ofT 
such men. 

^^ II. If, what is the fact, the disposition be partial, if a few" 
be actuated by it, amongst a multitude who are not, in what- 
ever degree it does prevail, in the same proportion it prevents,, 
allays, and terminates quarrels, the great disturbers of human 
happiness, and. the great sources of human misery, so far as 
man's happiness and misery depend upon man. Without this 
disposition enmities must not only be fi'equent, but, once be- 
gun, must be eternal J for each retaliaticHi being a fresh inju- 
ry^and consequently, requiring a fresh .satisfaction^ no period- 
can be assigned to the reciprocation of affronts, and t^ thq 
progress of hatred but that which closes the lives, or, at least^ 
the intercourse of the partifes** 

" r would only add to these observations, that although the 
former of the two characters above described, may be occa- 
sionally useful ; although, perhaps, agreat general, or a great 
' Soame Jcnnioga. 
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statesman may be formed^by it^ arMitlie8ie.niaybem9tronieniB 
of i^nportant benefits to mankind, yet is this nothing more 
than what is true' of niany qualities which are. acknowledged 
t;o be vicious, Env^ is a quality of this sort* I know not a 
atronffer stimulus to exertion. Many a scholar^ many 9 so^- 
4ier, has been produced by it, Nevertheless, since in> its gen- 
eral;effects it is noxiqus, it is properly co»dei»nedj. certainly is 
not praised by sober moralists. 

"It was a portion of the same character as, that we are de- 
£^nc|ing,or rather, of his love of the same character, wkich our 
Saviouicdispl^yed^ in his repeated correction of the auibitioa 
^f his disciples ; his frequent admonitions, that greatness with 
them.was to consist in humility: his censure of that loveof dis- 
tinction^ and greediness of superiority, which tTie chief per- 
son9. amongst his counti^,men w^re wont, on all occasion^ 
great, and little, to betray. '"They (^e Scribes and Phari- 
sees) loye the uppermost rooms, at feasts, and the chief sears 
in the synagogues, and greetings in tho^ markets, and to be 
called of men, Ral^, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi^ for 
<we is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are bretbren; and 
call no man your father upon the earth, for one is your Father^ 
which is in heaven ; neither be ye csdled masters, for cue is 
your master, even Ghris^; but he that is greatest among you 
shall be your servant, and whosoever shall exalt himself shall 
be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted!* — 
I make no further remark on these passages, (because they 
are, in. trutli, only a repetition of the doctjine, difierent ejfir 
pressionsof the principle, which we have already stated) ex- 
cept that son^e of the passages, especially our Lord's advice 
to the guests at an. entertainment, (Luke xiv. 7.) 5eem to ex- 
tend the rule to what wef OkW mamierB ; which was both regii* 
l?ir in point of consistency, and not so much beneath tlie dig- 
nity Of, our Load's mission as may at first sight be supposed, 
for bad manners are bad morals,^' 

r confess. Sir, that the transcript, now before you, com- 
mands my unqualified assent, as an argument which goes e- 
ventually to prove the repugnanceof public war, no less than 
of single combat^ and private -contention, to the genius of our 
holy religion. On the most deliberate, and, as. far as I know 
my own heart, impnrtkil"'csaminntion* I find no warrant iiv 
the gospels and epistles, nor yet in the. nature of the caee, to * 
detach its application and ii^fiuence from any oiHce qr ciiRr:^ 
• Matt, sxiii, ^; See- also Mark xii. 39. Luke xx. 45. xiv. T* 
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acter, from any condition of telation, f^om any transaction or 
eoncem, incident to human life. To me it appeal^ equally 
pertinent to ruiersy as to subjects; to tlie intercourse of na- 
tions, as to the treatment of individuals. Its author seems, 
however, to have thought otherwise^ and accordingly sul^join- 
ed a liniitatioit, on which I propose, by leave of Providence, 
to remark in my next.' Meanwhite, I am yours jyith alTectioi* 
Jtnd esteem. ^ ' EIREKIKOS. 



REVIEW OF ^^ THOUGHT 5 ON UNI VERS AT- peace'.' B^F 
TilE REV. THOMAS^ CHALMER. 

It mast be gratifying to tlie friends of Peace in this coun-*- 
try to know, that- they hav^ fellow-laborei-s in Europe, enga- 
ged in the same glorious cause. The sermon now before us 
is able, eloquent^ and judicious. It was delivered at Glasgow, 
the 18th of last January, " the day of the national thankisgiv- 
ing for the restoration of peace." ' The preacher took for Jiis . 
tf^x t, Isai ah i i . 4; '^ -Na ti on sh a 11 n ot- lift u p sw ord agaias t nar 
tipn, neither sTiaTl they Icarnwar any more.''^ 

After remarking, that ^^ there -are ntany passages in scrip- 
ture which warrant the expectation*' of such a time as is prc- 
tU^tedin the text, Mr. Chalmeir attempted '- to do away a de- 
l^isioH which exists- on the subject: of prophecy ;" namely, 
that ^ its fulfilments are all Certain, and we haver aotbing to 
dft'biitto wait for tfefem in passive and^ indolent expectation.'^ 
In remarking on this delQsion, he has^ some very striking 
thoughts bn its-dangerous- tendency ; ^ and he showsj by thq 
manner in which other predictions have been fuliilled, itfcjbit 
we have no reason fo expect, that <*- the abolitioir of war will 
be tlie effect of any sudden or resistless visitation from heaven 
on the character of men. But-it will bfe brought about by the 
activity of rtien. It will be done by the philanthropy of think- • 
ing and intelligent Christians." *^ The subjecf of* war^""he 
conceives, f' will be brought to the test of Chi'istian pHiicrple, 
and many will, unite to spread a growing sense of its fdlUes 
and its enormities over the coantl'iesof the world.'* 

The heads of the discourse, are ** the evils of war;" ^* the 
obstacles in the way of its extinction ;'^ and " some of the ex- 
pedients by which these obstacles may be done away." 

Wie have room 9nly for a few extracts. ; Under the head of 
obstacles in the way of the extinction of wary >v« find the fQJv> 
l<iwing passages :— * * 
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" The first great obstacles to tlie e3tliti€t^of 'war^^ li titc 
way in which the heart ofiiiaji is carried off from its barbaric 
ties audits I>orror?j by the splendor of its deceitful accompa- 
liiments* On every.isideof me I see causes at work, which go 
to spread a delusive colorings over war, and to renioV'e its 
shocking barbarities to the back groniid of our cori temptations 
altogether. Irsce it jar the history which t^Jts me of the su- 
perb appearance of the trpops, and the. brilliancy of their suc- 
cessive charges. I see if in die poetry which lends the magic 
of its numbers to the narrative of blood, and transports its ma- 
ny admirers, as by its images and its figures, aM it^ nodding 
plumes of chivalry, it throws its treacherous embellishments 
over a scene of legalized slaughter. I see it ill the music 
which represents the pr^ress of the battle. All, ail goes to 
prove what strange a^ half-sighted creatures We are. Were 
it not so, war could never hav^ been seen in any other aspect 
than tliiftt of unminglcd hatefulnessj and I can look to iiotli- 
ing, but to the progress of Christian sentiment upon eai-th, to 
arrest the strong ciurent of its popular ^a^tid prevailing partiali- 
ty for war. Then only will an imperious sense 6f duty lay tl*e 
jcheck of severe |>rincip}e, on aU the subordinate tastes and 
faculties of our nature. 

" Another obstacle to the extinction x)f war, is^a sentiment 
which seems to be universally gone into, that the rides raid ^ 
promises of the gospel which apply to a single individiiaL do 
not. apply to a nation of individuals. Just think of the nfiighty 
effect it would have on the politics of the wjorldy were this sen- 
timent deposed from its wonted authority over the counsels., 
ifnd the doings of nations, in their transactions with each ojth- . 
er. If forbearance be the virtue of an indiVidua1,.forbear- . 
ance is also the virtue of a nation. If it be the, glory of a man 
to defer his anger and to pass over a transgression, that na- 
tion mistakes its glory which is so feelingly aUve to thfe slight* 
est insult, and musters up its threats and its armaments upon 
the faintest shadow of prev-6catioin If it be the magnanifnity 
of an injured tnaii to abstain from, vengeance, and if, by so do- 
ing, he heaps coals of fire upon the head of his enemy, thcA. 
that is the magnanimous^ nation, which, recoiling, frolrn vio- 
lence and from blood,,will do no more than send itsk Christian ^ 
embassy, and prefer its mild and impressiv^e remonstrance 5 — 
ahd that is the disgraced nation, which will refuse the impres- 
aiyeness of the moral appealtbat has been made to if 

Under the third liead wOj.bave the foBowing remarks ? 
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** It is public opinion, tvjbjtclt^ jn^Ahe .long run^ governs tl^e . 
world ; and while I look with confidence to a gradual revolu- 
tion in the state of public opinion^ from the omnipotence of 
gospel Jtruth working its silent, but effectual way. through the 
families of mankind. Yet I will not deny,, that much, may be 
done to accelerate the advent of perpetual and universal 
peace, by a distinct body of men^ embiurking tlxeir every tal- 
ent, and their every acquirement in the prosecution of this as 
a. distinct object. This was the way, in which a few years a- . 
go, the British public were gained over^ %o th^ cause of Afri- 
ca," for the abolition of the slave trade. ^^This is the way, in 
which some of the other prophecies;, of the Bible, are at tbid^ 
moment hastening to their acccMnpUshment^ and it is in this 
way, i apprehend, that the prophecy in my text, may be in- 
debted for its speedier fulfilment to the agency ofnnen, select- 
ing this as tlie assigned field, on which their . philanthropy 
shall expatiate.^ 

"Were each individual member of such* a scheme, to prose- 
cute his own work, mtd come forward with his own peculiar 
in>ntribution, the fruit of the united labors of all, would he one 
of the finest collections of Christian eloquence, and of enhght- 
ened morals, and of sound poHtical philosophy, that was. ever 
presented to the worlds 

*' Let one take up the question of war, m its principle, and 
inake the- l\dl weight of his moral severity rest upon it, and 
»pon>all its abominations. Let another take up the question 
of war, in its consequences, and' bring his, evej;y power of 
giaphical description- tOc the task of presenting an awakened 
public, with an impressive detail of its cruelties and its hor- 
rors. Let another neutralize the poetry of war, and disman- 
tle it of all those bewitching splendbrs, which the hapd of mis- 
guided geuiua has thrown over it. Let anpther teach the 
vvorld a truer, and more magnanimous path to national glory, 
than any country of the world has yet waited in. Let anoth- 
ej: tell with- irresistible argument, how tlie Christian ethics of 
agnation is as one with the Christian ethics of its humblest in- 
dividual. Let anothenpour the light of modmA sj^eculation 
intotheniysteriesoft^de^and prove^ that not a single war 
has been undertaken for any of its objects, where the millions 
and the millions more, which iv^ere lavished on the cause, have 
not all been cheated away from us by the rfie phantom of an 
i^aginary-jin^erest." 
l^ this intrepid aqd. eloquent manner, a nrinistcfr of religion 
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can talk on the subject of war in Great Bntaio. Such discouF- 
aes must lead many to reflect, and due reflection will result in 
conviction and rclbrraation. A want of n^ection lies at the 
very foundation of the popularity of war. The more the na- 
ture of war becomes tlie subject of inquiry, discourse and re- 
flection, the greater will be the. nunaber of people who will 
discover its non-nece«ity, its inutility, and its malignant and 
ruinous character ; and the more the custom will be abbonred. 
by tnjen of humane and b^sn^vpl^nt feelingSi 



liBTTBK OF A rHlLANTHROFIST TO PHILO PACIFTCtrSS' 
[Boston, April 18, 1816} 
9tKy 

As. mountains are composed of minute particles of matter,-, 
SO the greatest works can be effected only, by the union of in- 
dividufd exertions. Every benevolent- nund - must* -sincerely 
wish success- to your magnaniraous plan of diffusing- through 
the world, the principles of peace. But by individual and ener* 
geiic efforts to promote tfh€ttmcce$Sy?^ov\eyC^r\ the sincerity and 
strength of that zrisk be proved, aijd the phn be carried into 
execution. As tin individual, then, everyone m\ist strive to 
add hisj^ mite^^^ to thfs grand work oi t^harity ] and in obedi- 
ence to the f^rce of the above reasonmg, is this humble «flbtt 
commenced* Biessed be Gpd, that the "'«ong of angels," \s-, 
at length heard by men on earth ; and that the sp^it of peac€y . 
the «pWf ofthe Holy Gospel, is at length rec^'j^c J by some, as 
indeed and in trutk^ the messenger-^f heaven bringing " glad 
tkMngs of great joy Z*^^ The 4th number of your ^'Friend of 
Peace," came not tillthe last evening, into my hand 5 and so 
luminous, just and powerfiil Is the train of reasoning running 
through it,' that it appears to mefoental bUndn:es8 < could alone 
prevent its producing convictidn on every mind as soon as pre- 
sented. But various in different persons are the causes of im- 
perfect inteHectnalvision ; and most momentlnish the duty in- 
cumbent on ^ch individuaVof discovering and dissipating 
these causes in himself.' That your plan should -strike man- 
kind, at first, as Utopiain> is scarcely less than a decided proof 
in its favor ; for what is there, as you justly observe, of good 
and greaty that has ever been promulgated to the world, which 
h^s not met with this fate ? Was it not m the power otditntie 
loisdena alQncj to perceiue^ that the Christian religion could- 
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ever fmd an establishment ori eaithr ? CU>gld any thing haife 
been imagined, more perfectly opposite to the mnV of the 
world, than the spirit of the gospel ? Yet did Uod see, that 
there were some humble hearts, which offered a meet habita- 
tion for His Iloly Spirit to dwell in. And from these " smM 
%eedsp we well kno^w, sprang the great tree, in the branches of 
which, the fowls^of • tlW air find their lodging*, Could any 
thing havebeenmorestraoge to the phibsophy of the world, 
than the Copernican system^ at the period of its first discove- 
ry ? Or, ta the ignorance, and superstition of ^at world, 
than the art of printing ? Yet, such was the intrinsic value ef 
these, and various other important discoveries, that there have 
shortly been found in all ages, a sufHcient number of wise^and 
virtuous men, to seize with avidity these intellectual treasures, . 
and bring them into immediate nsej for the beneiU of the er- 
ring worUl. You have then, surely, sir, no reasj^n to be dis- 
couraged by the sarcasms or incredulity of men, ia your, truly 
philaiithropic exertions^to^tHHuaote peace and good w^t/Z^moa^ 
them. 

It may, perhaps, be asked; oa. what ground we class this 
^ scheme of universal peace ^ witli the philosophical and mecha- 
Tiical discoveries and inventions above mentioned. We answer, 
on the following eonsideration ; that though this object of b gen- 
eral peace jhas been known to he that of the s^rU of the gos- 
pel, frotn its promulgation 5 yet that it has nevery since that 
period to the present age, entered into the heart of man, to* 
bring this «/;inV genei'ully into the letter of the gospel, aud^ 
thus vnite the belief nnd practice of mankind. The plan, 
therefore, is novel, grand ahd^striking. Thus, however, have 
Paith and Charity ^ for many centuries been unhappily sepa- 
rated! except in individuals; but they are noto^ we hope, bless- 
edly verging toward a re-union, which will surely, in time, re^ . 
dlizcthe hopeofthe pious among mankind; and introduce 
that glorious period when Peace shall indeed i^ign on tlia 
whole earth.. 

But to. give e^cacy to the various measures taken to bring 
about this dimne ew^^is. it not clearly necessary, that a distinct 
delineation of the object, and a methodical arrangement of the 
means leading to its apcomplishment, should be presented to 
the public? 1 have not yet, enjoyed the pleasure, whjch I. 
doubt not of reneiving from the perusal of your three first, 
numbers. In those, I may perhaps fmd, what to my mind ap- 
pjsars requisite^to the elucidation of this momentous ^bjed. 
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You have, there^ perhaps^ investigated the true caueee of the^ 
sanguinary disposition and habits of human na^ture ; and clear- 
ly pointed out the only substantial remedies^ which can prom- 
ise a radical cure, with the manner in which these remedies 
are to be applied. If you have not already taken preparatory 
steps similar to these, I doubt not you will do so. You will 
thus present a powerful ^'reaeon for tlie hope that is in you 5'' 
and prove at least to the intelligent part of the world, the ra- 
tional practicahility o^youTfndy Christian scheme. 

With a heartfelt prayer for its universal and perman^it suc- 
cess, I am^ sir, your obedient servant, 

A PHILANTHROPIST. 

K. B-. ThUwas omitted ia No. 5, for waiit of room. ^ 



SHOCKING EFFECTS OF FALSE HONOft. 
From a PhilaJt^phLa Paper. 

^ In consequence of a disputed originating in a ball-room, 
two young men of this city had a meeting in Jersey, on Tbiirs- 
d»y last. They were attended by what is enroneoualy called 
their ^en«fe. The fatal engines of death were put into thek 
hands by their pretended friends. The contents, were dis- 
charged without effect. Thrice they were loaded, and thrice 
they proved harmless ! 

<^ Here l^t the reader for a moment pause. Let humaDity, 
let honor, if you please so to call it, ponder over this scene of 
infatuation and wickedness. ' Two youths, perhaps grown up 
together in friendship,, are suddenly converted into deadly en- 
emies. Ill advised aud unrestrained by refliection, they ai'e 
hurried to the field of death 5 and their friends, unconcerned, 
look on their attempts ateach other!8 murder \ 

*^ Thirsting for each other's blood, the instniraents of des- 
truction are again loaded and again discharged without effect ? 
A fifth time with the same result I a sixth I a seventh, and 
a youth of eighteen is sent into eternity ! We can proceed no 
farther: tlie heart bursting subject is left to our readers' re- 
flection." 

KEMARKS. 

As this affecting " subject" was left for the reader's reflec- 
tion, it may be useful to record some of the reflections which 
the narrative has occasioned. 

Firsi^ In " pondering over this new scene of mfatuation^*' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Shocking efgct9 ofFahe Honor * 275 

tlie reflecting mind hsrturally inquires^ how came these: "two 
.young men" to be thus deluded ? The answer is, by a barbar- 
ous custom and barbarous examples. What then shall be said 
of older meii, by whose counsels and examples they were led 
in this Foad to perdition ? 

Second, How long shall this tnfamoti9 and m«re/erot<« cus- 
tom be deemed honoroMe in a Christian land I Let it be treat- 
ed with the infamy and detestation which it deserves, and i1 
will die of course. 

Third. What! " two young men suddenly con verted into 
deadly enemies," by false notions of honor, and then deliber^ 
ately aiming to shed each other's blood ! What can be more 
shocking ! But pause and reflect. What is all this, compared 
with the madness of the rulers of nations, who, as deliberately, 
as wantonly, and with equal false views of honor, proclaim 
war, call into " the field of death," thousands of" young men,'^ 
iind then exhort, stimulate, and command them to *' attempt 
each other's murder I" 

" Here let tlie xeader, for a moment pause. Let humanity j 
•i€*t honor, tf you please so to call itj poodejr oVer this scene oi 
infatuation and wickedness 1" 

Fmtrth, Are we amazed thatthese" two young men," could 
so tliirst for each other's blood, as to load and fire, not onlj 
once or twice, but. even «e»en titnes ? What then' sliall be 
thought of the blindness or malignity of those who can cause 
ariTfiies of men thus to load and fire at each other^ from moin- 
ing to evening, afid day after day ! 

Fifth. Are we grieved to think of the delusion, by whict 
one "youth of eighteen was sent into eternity ?". What then 
should be our feelings, in view of a popular delusion, by which 
jiot merely wic youth, but many thousands of yoang men arc 
annually destroyed, and this too in a manner as perfectly wai> 
ton and murderous, as tliat in which the "youth of eighteen 
vas sent into eternity !" ' . 

Sixth. Are we astonished to think of the blindness and un- 
concern of the " pretended . friends" of the two youhg men 
^v ho could "look on their attempts at each other's murder,- 
without any effort to dissuade and to save them ? What thei 
will be our amazement, when we shall suitably reflect on tht 
.blindness and unconcern with which rulers, and even the grea 
body of the people, in different nations " lookon/^ while vas 
armies of men are " attempting each other's murder." 

Think yC/ that tlie " two young" Philadelphians and thei 
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"pretended frieuds,'' were sinners above all m^ who direMm 
the United States ? " I tbll yqu nay." 



THE MUBDER OF THE JBLEPHANT. 

In the course of the present year, an event has occurred 
which has excited much regret and indignation, A noble El- 
ephant has been murdered by some villain, who has been 
ashamed or afraid to avow ihe infamous deed. This. wanton 
act "has been published and reprobated throughout the United 
States, ^re tcenat^ then^ a very morcd^ refined^ humane^ and 
Christian peoj^h f 

But let us pause a lasomeni, and consider. How much more 
important-— ^^ how much better is a man than a sheep," or 
even an Elephant ! Yet in this ^-^ry country, where so mucii 
feehng is excited by the murder of one Elephant, and so much 
infamy attached to the deed, how many people are extolled 
for murdering men in war ! in wars too, as wanton and need- 
less as the attack en the }:^]epbant 1 . How many also are to be 
seen, who are so far Irom bemg ashamed of such murders— 30 
far from cottcealmg their names and hiding their heads, thai 
they can in the face of day, and in the face of the wxjrld, glory 
in ti>eu' latal* exploits, boast of the l»lood they have shed, and of 
the fMmibers who have fallen^ their sanguinary hcwKl si 3Nay> 
while we regard it as a disgrace to our country, that there is 
one wretch in it, so hardened that he could wnntonly take tlic 
life of ah Elephant, we can at great exptense, support thou- 
sands, who are trained up for the express business of killing 
men / And to give the finishing touch to the delusion, the pro- 
fessional maav'killers are thought to be the defence and the 
Gi^ojiv of a nation ! 

A '€tateprison and hard lobar woald, by many, be vhought 
a light punishment for the elepltanticide ; but a Napoleon, who 
has occasioned the slaughter at^ misery of millioias of bis fellow 
bern^, must be supported in idleness and pomp, tit an expense 
which would provide jfor thousands of suflerers who have been 
made widows oriorphans by his merciless and desolating am- 
bition ! This, however, is ituropean justice and humfmity.— 
But, on both sides of the Atlantic, 

•• Que mur^r mutes 'a vlUian— millioiw aliero4*' 
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"civilized war.^^ 
^* Civilized Wah !— How strangely piuiM those terms 
Must strike on pensive ruminatioh*s ear 1 
Oh ! I could speculate with calmer eye, 
A monstrous cloud offeree conHicting lieiids 
•Met io mid air» with maltce hot from he!I> 
Than this strange chequer of our imotley strife 
Urbanit vand battlieI maniiers smooth 
And ruiiian actions I Thorns that deeply pieixc. 
And heauttfuUy flower 1 Soft, courtly camps 
That kill, and smile, and smile, and kill again A^ 

*♦ Civix«iz,g:d WarI in every ahiftifig^ view 
111 suits thee,liend accursM, so fair a name, 
11)oug;h in the field a smoother form ihou wear - 
Than ihy wild yisler, hag" of •crag'gier shape, 
A feller fury thou t for on thee wult 
Intensersufierings, and a wider scene, 
With varied woes, thine um(»ler mischief fills ** 

*• Yet this same act, which e*en though singly done^ \ 
If naked seen, such shuddering horror moves, 

I - whtM^ il is* done 

WitK all its tinsel on it, with its p >mp 

And robe about it, by a numerous troop 

Wbom ermined Mightiness commands and tecps-^ 

Gay rainbow butchers 1 — 

I" ■ ■ ■ ►tl)e amiable vice 

Hid in magnificence aend drowuM in slate. 

Loses the fiend j receives the souj-ding name 

Of GLOK lavs wAu ! — and thiough th* adniiritvg throng, 

CJncurs'd tke ornamented murderers -m:J^'e." 

** If but some few life dwps 
Blnish 0*1 the ground, for him whose impimis hand 
The scanty purple sprinkled a keen search 
Comnences straight : h\ii if a sea be spilt-x. 
But if a deluge spread its boundless slain. 
And fields be flooded from the veins of man. 
O'er the red plain no solemn Coroner 
His inquisition holds. If Uit one corse, 
^V ith,4jfi urder's sign upon it, weet ti»e eye 
Of pale discoV'ery in the lone recess, 
Justice begins the chase : When -high are piled 
Mountains of slain, the large enormous guilt, 
.Safe in1ls si2e, too vast fop ls^w« to J«rhip, 
Trembles before no^fear." ^ 

" How long shall it be tMis T say. Reason, sdy. 
When shall Ihy long minority expire ? 
When shall thy dilaton- kingdom come V* 
N. B. These are hut extracts Irom a potm of considerable length, 
ViiHen by the celebrated Joseph Fa wocH, and. entitled " Civiliaed 
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War '' \hc. vlsolc ileserves the serious attention tft Fu]eM» «nd oT 
rill v,Uo puisuiif K« tlie sanguinary custom. 

K5&COVK!V«Jn6 rACTS. 

?^L\c'K the fiftli number of tliis work waspubti^d, itUasbeen 
;;tutt'd in the newspapers that Sweden., HoHand, IXenmark, and 
i^^witzerland, have acceded to the " Ilolj* League," whidi was 
tiu*med between Russia, Austria^ and Prussia. If this intelli- 
p'lice be torrecf, seven European tgoveruineBts are now allied 
for the preservation of peace, i^lay we not hope, that our go- 
A ernuient will not be the last to accede to the pacific alliance ^ 

I'^roni a speech delivered by IMr. Vansiitart the chancellor oT 
ilie cxcliequer, <>efqf« the British and Foreign fiible Society, it 
;ii)pears that the Cjritish government had full confidence in tlie 
sincerity of the three sovereigns who formed the kia'guc, and 
\\xi\i tlie object was approved by the British cabinet. 

J:i several waysinl'orjnatiou has been receiAed, that a Peace 
Society lias l^en formed, in England, and that its operations 
wvve comnuMiced by re-pul)lishingthe *^Solcnni ReTiew of the 
r:ist(>rn of War." 

Ill XI pastoral letter to the Churches, the Geuerai Association 
i4' Massachusetts Projiej:, has approved and recommended 
•Yace Societies, in -a manner which is c;ilculat€d to excite at- 
tention and to promote the glorious object. 

An able and interesting work, on the subject oi* war, has been 
recently puljliBl>ed in New-Yoriv^ entitled " Letters addressed 
to Culeb Strong, Esq. lateCiovenior of Massachusetts.'' These 
J<' iters came too late to receive much notice in this number. — 
Sonic copies of them jwre for sale at the Bookstore of Wells 
and Lilly : and it is hoped, that thej' will he read by Christians 
of eTcry denomination. 

In compliance with tlie request of the Board of the Massa- 
clw&etts Peace Society, and the desire of many others, the 
l\e\. W. E. C banning has consented; to publish tjyp semion 
on war, which was delivered before the Convention of Congre- 
giitionnl IMinisters, at their last meeting. 

By a letter to the Corresponding Secretary ofth«^Massachu- 
srtis Peace Society, information has just arrived, that n Peace 
Society was formed in the State of Ohio, WaiTen count}', in 
December last, the same month in which tlie Massac-busett* 
Peace Society was formed, and the*' Holy League'' was pi?b- 
iislied in Russia. The letter was from a Committee of thei<o- 
( iety in Ohio. The God of Peuce is omnipret>ont. 
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FRIEND OF PEACB. 

No. vir. 



£Ill£N^lKOS TO PHILO PACIFICUS. 

LETTEll IL 

TiiK limitation of Doctoc Paler, to which I alluded in my 
last, and on which T proposed to remtadv,.is as follows :— 

"It is sLiiliciently apparent, that iKepfecepts we have reci- 
ted, or rather the dispositions which these precepts inculcate^ 
relate to personal contfuct from personal* motives; to cases in 
which men act from impulse, for themselves, and from them*- 
selves. When it comes to be considered what is necessary to 
be done for th« sake of the public,- ^nd out of a regard to tiie 
general welfare, (which consideration, for the most part, ou?^^ 
cxcRisjveiy to govern the duties of men in public stations) it 
comes to a case tp which the rulers do not belong. This dis- 
tinction is plain; and if it wci*e less so, the consequence would 
not be much felt, for it is very seldom.that, in the intercourse 
of private life, men act with public views. The personal mo- 
tives, from which they do act,, the rule regulates.'^ 

But fconi whence is the plainnessof this dlstinctiotrdeifivTd-^ " 
iNot, surely, from the letter, nor yet from the spirit of the able 
and excellent delineation, to^^wJiicH-rit is umiexed. That delin- 
eation most impressively, and, in my apprehension, most just- 
ly exhibits the obligsations imposed upon* all that would: learu 
of him, who was '^ meek and lowly in hearty" to " follow after 
the things which make for peace/ and things- wherewith one 
may edily aiwther;'' and, for aught that I can-see to the con- 
trary, the proper inference to be drawn from it^, is not that 
these obligations are cancelled or even impaired- by the en- 
largen^ent of Qur sphere of action and inlluence^. but that " to 
hJ^^ much is given, of them will much be recjuired;'^ that 
men, capable of devising and oom missioned to« execute meas- 
ures for the commonweal, are additionally bound to cultivate,. 
, exemplify, and recommend th^t "wisdom from abov«, which 
i.4iirst pure, theii peaceabloj gentle, and ea^y to l)e intreated ;. 
full of mercy send good fruits, without partiality, and witliont' 
y^yoestsy ;? tbat^ as the disastrous effects of. aji u]>posite be* 
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havior in such men are more extensively felt, so they ause 
chargeablevith more atrocious guilt, when they adbpt and pur- 
sue it^ th^n can ordinarily be incurred by "personal conduct 
froru personal motives.'' 

If, ^*w:ith the founcfer of Christianity/' a *^ meek, yielding, 
complying, forgiving" character " is the subject of his comi- 
nuMidatiion, his precept^ his example ; and if the opposite 
ftharactef **is so fn no.part of its coinpositimi^^^ if "no two 
things can lie more different than the heroic and the Christian 
♦character ;" and ijf it has been " proved, in contradiction to 
&^t impressions, to popular opinion, to the encomiums of ora- 
tors and poets, and even to the suiTrages of historians and raotr 
alists, that the latter character possesses the most of true worth, 
both, as^ being moM'diiiicivlt either to be acquired; or sustained, 
and as -contributing most to the happiness and tranquility of 
social life." If" the case is cTcar," that " were this disposi- 
tion universal, the Avorld would be a society of friends ;" and 
that ^^ were the other disposition universal, it would produce a 
&ccne of univei'sal contention :" l£ " without this disposition, 
on mi ties must not only be frequent, but, once begun, roust be- 
eternal';" and if" Mi whatever degree it* prev.ails, in the same 
proportion it prevents,, allays,, and terminates quarrels, the 
great disturbers of hujnan happiness, and the great sources rf 
human misery, so far as man's happiness and misery, depend 
upon man :" If nothing m^re can be said in favor of the form- 
i?r, that is the heroic character, evep in. point of utility, ^^ than 
what is true of many qualities which are acknowledged to h^ 
vicious j^ nothing more than what is ti'ue of envy itself, tha$ 
roost malignant and disgraceful of hu.man passions 5 and if "it 
was a portion of the latter,'^ that is, the Christian " character, 
or rather of his love of that character which our Saviour dia?^ 
playedyin his repeated correction of the ambition c^ his discir 
pies ; his. frequent admonitions, that greatness with them was 
to consist in humility ;. his censure of that love offlistinctton 
and greediness of superiority, which the chief persons among^ 
his countrymen were wont, on all occasions, great and little, to 
betray." If these things are so,.and so they are repr^si^^d- 
to be by our author, >vhence is it " sufficiently apparent, cfet 
the precepts" on which he founds this representation, " or ra- 
ther the disposition which these precepts inculcate, relate to 
personal conduct from personal motives ? to cases in which 
men act from impulse for themselves and from themselves ?" 
And that " \y}ie!? itcomes.to. b^/conside.red what, is.necewary 
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U> be done for the sake of the public, and out of regard to tbo 
general welfare, it comes to a case to which the rules do not 
belong? 

lb a disposition, or, to speak more proper!}', a cliaracter. on 
which^^the tranquility of social life^' and " the happiness of 
man'' confessedly ** dependj'^ to.be confined to " personal 
XJonductfrom-persoaal motive*?" Are Christians to relinquish 
the peaceful^ forbearing, benevolent spiiit of their Mkster,.the 
moment they are called to aet in a corporate capacity? A^o 
they no^sooner to move ^'in publijb stations,!? and be. clothed 
^^ with public authority, than the- cotisideration of what'is ne- 
^* cessary to be done for the sake.ofthe public, and out of re* 
'* gard to the general welfare" is "exclusively to govern," or, 
in other terms, essenttalfy to.change *^ their duties ? to justify 
ajderelktion of all^the feelings and habits which.the gospehe- 
quires," and to superinduce a paramount obligation, .notion ly. 
to cherish, but to disseminate their opposites ? 

It is obvious to remark, that beyond its declaration, not a 
single step can be taken in the conductof wary tiita \krge por*- 
tion of the community is imbued* : with, tho spirit of hatred to- 
ward the obnoxious-^ nation : and in exact accordance >Yithi 
this icemark, jt Js a notorious fact, that whenever war is coii-^ 
templatedj' na pains are 8pare4'to <e2JK^te and diffuse that spi* 
rit. So that th^ distinctipB.-in review, instead of only limiting,., 
absolutely nullifies the precppt« to which it is applied ; antt^ 
furnishes a pretext for th6.uubound^d mdulgenq^of the most 
rancorous and destructive passions^ of oiur nature.: .a pretext 
under which, not a few solitary individuals, butpopulous kingr 
4oms and states are oflen embroiled and " confu«io!9> and ie^^^e^ 
ry evil work ensue V:^ a pretext und^^hich all that b desira- 
ble to hurai^nity is .put -at hazard 5 "the tender charitie^-aT; 
father, son, and brother" are disregarded; scenes of crijne 
and misery, prcarnage and desolation are multiplied ; and 
vrith the wailing of parents, widows, and orphan^, are blended 
^e barbarous .vshouts 0(^ victory, tbo Bacchanalian songs of . 
exultation over a fallen foe^ the vociferous applause of the . 
sanguinary bands who havQ- slain their thousands. Nor is 
this all ; beside the insult-and abuse, the calamity and distress 
mutually inflicte;^^nd ^suffered, by the contendi^ig powers^ 
each is simAikaneously Idling a foandatidn for an imipenser, 
aggregate of guih and misery .among its own subjects. The. 
vuidictive temper o{ war^ .transfused into families and neigh- 
!>e»rhood$^ inevitably generates a gro\ying propensity xo anger 
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and inalevolezKe ia dohiestic and social life* Not ike soldier 
only, but every other p^rson^ of whatever age, se^> .or condi- 
tion, who has b.een. inured to delight in the savage idea of re- 
taliating national aggressions^ . is led? by a natural and easy, 
transition, to deem it pusilanioious and base to .brook the 
slightest personal injury, and, of course, becomes habitually, 
if not incurably, querulous and revengeful* 

" Behold how great a matter a little fire kindtetb^" In ad- 
dition to the wide-spread havoc and ruin, mark the deep root- - 
e«i depravity and lasting wretchedness which, flow directly 
from admitting, that " the general welfare*' niay> in any case, 
warrant and obligate men to dispense with the meekness, hu- 
mility, and love, peculiar to the followers of Christ! An admis- 
•ion against wJiich Samt Paul constructively enters his protest . 
when he repels^.the charge, and reprobates the principle of 
f* doing evil that good may come :" an admission which, even 
the virtuous heathea disclaimed. . Themistoeles once requested 
the people of Athens, "that some, person might Ire appointed 
to confer with him upoa a. scheme of the greatest conse- 
quence, which was of such a.iiature as to require secrecy .-r- 
The eyes of the whole assembly were instantly directed to .. 
A ristides, upon whose judgment the)*, could depend.. The- 
mistoeles communicated to him a project for burning the fleet . 
of the aljies, as an infallible means of making Athens tlie um- 
pire of all Greece, The report of Aristiies was, that nothing 
could be more advantageous than the designs of Themistoeles ; , 
but, at the same time, that nothing could be more iniquitous. 
The votes were unanimously on the side of justice" and hur- 
manity. 

Let us imagine, for a moment, that, in the pla^e of the fore- 
yolpg, Aristides had reported, that the design ofThemistoclcs 
was, indeed, unjust and cyuel, but highly beneficial : and that, 
since *' the conskleration of what was necessary to be done for„ 
the sajie of the public, and out of regard to the general wel- 
fare, ought, for the iKOSt part, eooclmivety to govern tlie dutie.s . 
ef men in public stations,^' be entertained no doubt of its pro- 
prietyj and recommended itg imme<^i^te execution 1 Let us 
imagine^ tOQ,.that the Athenians had complied with this re- 
commendation, and we shall have a pf5«*tical illiistration of 
the theory, against which I except, in contrast with t\iSL\ ^<*^ : 
which I contend. 

x'he' triith is, that the unsophisticated dictates of nature con- 
cur V. it!i the aiithoritativc voice of revelutipn, to enjoin a pa- 
tient, unassuining, benejtkent disposition and dej^rtment, up- 
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en evQiy son sm^ daughter of A4ani) in every condition^ xe\^ 
tion, and exigence of life. Our Lord makes no distinctions 
between the different classes and descriptions of mankind, ex- 
cepting such as arise from their diffei:ent capacities, opportuni-.- 
ties, and means oC, doing gpod ; but represents it to be the du- - 
f^ of everyone "constaiUty to have inview^ not hisown inter- 
est ^d gratifipat^i^ alone, but the hlpippiness and comfort ^f 
those abput him :'^ a rule, which Doctoi; P.ifey himself else-- 
where, lays down,* as fairly- deducible frpm the gospel of our 
salvation ; and which, he pertmeiitly observes, ^* will never 
fail to make him, who obeys i^ cotmderatey itpt only of the 
rights, but of the feelings o£ other men^ bodily and mental, in . 
great raattei*s audv^jf jsmall; of the ease, the accommodation^^ 
the self-cpmplacency of all with whoin he has any concern, es* 
pecially of all, who are in his power, or dependent upon his 
will."t Who does not instantly perceive, that, ifvthe constant 
observance of this rule, with a constant reference to tliese ef- , 
fects, be incumbent upon us, war, and. even rudeness, are in-- 
compatible with* our holy religion? .... .Bu% sir, I may not,* 
enlarge ; and, therefore, deferring what I have further to say • 
upon this subjec|> to some future tiijie,. I, subscribe myself, your r 
obedient, humble servant,^ E^iR^NiKps*:;^ 



SEVENTEEN MURD&KS- 

'^'On the 19th of April l^^t, ^ Spaniard, named Jose Floren* - 
lino Harra, aged 27 years-, was executed in Havanna for the • 
Murder of a Comipissary, or Justice of the Peace. The day. 
before he was executed, he made. con&ssipn under oathj ^ that 
be had. consniitted seventeen murdehrs ^ eight in Havanna, and ♦ 
uirie elseiwhere.' He proceeded to particulars, named-most of - 
the persons he had murdered, the places where the murders 
\v4?re committed, , and, in the greater number of instances,, he 
mentioned the cause or reason of his conduct. 

" The first murder was committed ^ after orisons, and through 
jealousy, as to a woman.' In the second instance, ' the cause 
v/asj havhig pursued him iisa deserter* In. the third, he mur- 
dered a-n^gTo; the causetwas, ^ his having «^arc(/a^ himJ* A- 
nother man-Jie mvirderedj ^on afjcjount of some variance with 
him.' — ^Anoi^her, ^bi^cause. he^pr^umed he \\^s following him, 
Anotherj ^ becai^li^sthat-pblying pawpaw, he had some differ* 

• •*. EvuVnces of ChtiatianUy," p. 211. 
* tJb.p.2Jl2. 
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eticc With ium.^ The twelfth^ he murdered, because, having^ 
fent him a sash, he refused to. returu it. He murdered a sailor 
with whom he had 'a quarrel about the Spanish name ^ and, fi- 
nally, he murdered the mate of the same vessel, because tbe 
mate suspected him of throwing the sailor overboard.'* 

Such is the newspaper account of the career of this inhuinan 
Spaniard. Who does not weep for the. " ferociousness of itian,'' 
white he reads such narratives. ! seventeen nmrders by one man f 
what a monster ! but others caii boast of having kllied a far 
jfreateif number than this; and still their narratives are listen- 
ed to, with pleasure, their names and their deeds ace eulogized, 
and their examples held ih >adniiration ! : . 

The causes or reasons for theseseventeen murders, must un- 
questionably appear tp the reader, perfectly inadequate, to 
justify the deeds. Let Mm, then, turn over the pages of his- 
tory, and he wiltiind an almost endless catalogue of wars, 
which were coitimenced by the rulers of nations, on ground^ 
as frivolous, as those of the. Spaniard. 

How often has " jealousy, as to a woman," ' been laade tbe 
ground of war by bloody minded princfis? in seversd ca^es, the 
Spaniard made war on the principle of Pr*. AJ'Lepd, " for re- 
dressing or preventing actual injuries inflicted^ or about to be 
inflicted.'* It is not certain that he had ever read the Doctor's 
five discourses, but he. s^ems to have been of the opinion which 
the Doctor has avowed-^that " as to i\iQ equity of the war, lit- 
tle depends, on the magnitude of the inj ury^'' AQCotdingly he 
Icilled oiie manfor jefusing to return, Vk^horroHced *^ «a«A.'^ — 
Another, for " pursuing him as a deserter ;'* another, because 
he presumed he was /offotriT^ him; another, " because be 
suspected him of throwing the sailor overboard f^ anotlrer, in 
a quarrel about the Spanish name; and another for having 
^stared at him.'* It would be easy for a m^an, of this Span- 
iard's turn of mind, to bring all these, cases within the Doctor's 
"definition of defensive warfare;" and, rulersr have of^en 
been as dexterpus as th^s Spaniard, in finding pretexts for ¥*ai-; 

The first murder," was committed after on<on*,'*. that is, at 
ter prayers. In like nianner nia^y, sanguinary battle- have 
been fought. But when people have become so. harclened or 
80 deluded, as to associate prayer and murder ^ nothing but di- 
vine Providence can set the bounds to the mischief which they 
may do, or to the crunes they may commit. Had the Span- 
iard, in his Barrative> wholly omitted the, crrcumstanee of h\^ 
having been " pursued as a deserter^*^ it would still liaye bt?e!. 
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n\:itutal to mfer, that his education wa3 in the camp, where the 
art of kilHng U t2iught by poklie authority, as a professioarf 
^np]pyment« 



ON THE CJELEBKATION O^P \'lCT6R|ESi 
Hejoice not When thine enemy falieth, t ^ 

Lest the Lord aeieil and it displease hitB. 

Thsre is/perhaps^^no point relatinjg' to war, the disciissioBr 
f^t^hich would he more likely to give a^nce,tha» that ofcel^ 
ebrating victories. For in evei-y nation, whether Pagan^ Ma* 
hometan op Christiwi', sofnie mode^ceieiNration has beenr cus*- 
tomary; and t^ iSttstom has beeii eoitoteiianced by ineh <oC 
tespeetabilfty both ki chojrch and sta*ej The modes of *€ele»- 
bration have indeed been various in difierent ag^s and differ- 
ent countries ; but there seems to have been a very general 
belief that some mode of exultation. and triumph is proper and 
Justifiable. - *: 

It i3| therefore, needful to^aSsurethe reader, that to reproach 
wneBf who have been concerned in celebrations 1» far &om- fhft* 
lieart of the writer*^ He has been an actor onsuch occasions ; 
and from experience he has. some knowledge of their nature 
and tendency. He believes that many good men havfe on 
'9uch occasions, acted without due reflection, and under the 
iufiuence of popular custom, and a belief that the custom was 
commendable. In censuring the custom, the writer must tes^ 
Ufy agaiust his own former views and practice, as well as the 
views and practice of others. , 

Although the cu&tom-has been ofJong standing, its proprie* 
ty should not be taken for granted; bttt, like other customs 
and questions relatin:^ to war, it should be carefully examined; 
Too long have Christians been in the habit of confiding impli- 
citly in the eoiTectness.of traditions received from their fathers^ 
-^many of whicht were probably, derived from Pagan Ances^ 
tors. ' . 

There is, moreover, a special reason for an impartial exam^ 
inatioki of this point ^ for no other thing j[>erhaps can be named 
which has a more delusive, or a more powerful influence in. fa« 
vorof war, than tliecelelMration of victories. They have, in 
this age the tame kind of influence that the Roman triumphs 
had in former ages ; they are the fuel of war, the means of inr 
spiring men with desperate ambition and ferocious bravery* Ii^'^ 
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^ieed^this^emtooiifurnUhas alargeproporiioii of ''the steam 
^wMcli works the engioe«" Men fight to be praised } nor will 
they fight on lower terms. 

The Roman triumphs are now generally censured as inhu- 
man. But they were once as popular as any mode of celebra- 
tion- now is among Christians. Fooni this fact we may in- 
fer a probability t^iat every mode of celebsation whkh is popu- 
lar in' the present age^ will, in a more in^rov»ed state, of socie- 
ty^ be regarded wi& as- much- abhorrence -as we now look back < 
jon«tbe tnumpliskof Rome*. { 

Let it then be seriously asked^ ftr wliat light are the usual 
^ebrations of victories to ,be regarded ? Whose praises are 
joelebrated on.such oceasions ? Arp the offerings usuaU^c, made 
Jto God. or to men ? Aretitey religims offerings^.or aris they 
drreligiwus'? Is the conduct of people on such oecasHm»%usual- 
fy such* thati a benevolent God can reg^ard it witii complaceo- 
jcy ? 

.Can the kind father of all be pleased to sec a company of 
his children exulting, in a conquest^ which^they ha\:e obtained 
dy the slaughter. auMlroiseryof-thottSanda of tlieirbrettoea'?*— 
Is a conquest obtained at the expense rof rivers of. human 
Uoody and the ^sufferings of an indefinite number of fellow be- 
ings, a proper occasion ibr festivity, mirth .and triumph ? Bo. 
ave -believe that our heaven)}^ Father is.such a blood-tiursty be- 
ing, that he can have complacency in scenes Hke these ! If we 
regard -the sacrifices as oQf^rings to the Ltord, may he not just- 
ly address.us in the language of reproof—" JFhp.katk require 
idithu at your hand 9" — Ihate ^our feativcdt'-^'KYOMSi uA2fDs 

ARE PULL OF BLOOD," 

But if tiiese celebratic^hs are not offerings to tHe Lord, to. 
whom, or to what are they made ? If they arc made to men, 
what is the elistom. better Uian idolatry or paganism ? * . 
- Again, what is tlie tendency of such celebrations ? Do they, 
excite ilove and gratitude t!b thegreat Preserver of men ? Do 
they, excite those tender ^fiections which the children of God 
should exercise towards all their brethren ?, Do they exjcite 
and cherish that heavenly charity,, which is '^ Idng-suflering 
Und kind; which envi^th, not, which vauntseth not itself, h not 
puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own ?^' Are tliey productive of temperance in all things, and. 
Ihat meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight of God of 
great price ? Let conscience answer these quostioos, ai*' in the: 
jrcsence of him^ who ivill be our. judge*: 
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If these sceme^ of celebmUoii iiaf% not a piiras. 9it^h^v/i^n^-' 
'lent tendency, but the cNWttiisMf!, can ^^bey be^ w6rthy of «i * 
Christian peopJe, er be jn^ffied on €hmtiati'prii*©ipte»?- -* 

There is one ^^ew of the subject whkh^ should bfe tnonerdi!^' 
tinctly considered* l^be^ glaring Mmmdmtg 'vea^eA in: such 
relebtatkyns,,!* enoiign to iill every refletstingi atid benevolent 
>niind v\ith horror. Great victories are usitaUy obtained by 
^reat slaughter. Thfe rfi^ler^ Of nations call together armies of 
inert, who have «ot the ledst grjuuitd of cortiplaint again^ eaehi 
other, and no enmity but what has been exerted by th^e inoist^ 
niinjustifiabie means. These arnjiesare then nrged and com^ 
Tiianded to shed each other's blood. They iigbt for fame, for 
plunder, or to pkase their rulers. Thousands fall *o» ijach • 
side, and thousands more are tortured with wounds. Parents 
are made childless, chiidreR fatherless, arid t>^es converted' 
into widows. But one «f these armies gains a victory, and r 
this victory is celebrated with festivity, pomp, parade and tri^^ 
nmpli. Can tiny thing, but the hon-ors of a field ofbattie^be > 
more revolliiig to a benevolent mind I 

llacrnone fallen but the declared enemies of the victors, the 
triuDaph would be both inhuman ainl anti-clmstran; What 
^Viem^ball we say^ when hundreds of \3iousands liave also been 
•slaughtered on tlie part of the victgnous anny ; and an indefi-' 
fiite number converted into mourners, and filled with anxiety 
aiitl wo I 

If it be the djject of such celebraiuons to divert the attention • 
of people ^om the critaaes and hoifors of >var»^to prevent aO ' 
'serious reflection on the subject— to bewilder and intoxicate 
the m^nds of the multitude, and prepare them for future hav- 
oc ; it cannot be denied that the means is adapted to the end. 
15 ut is it possible to believe, that " with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased ?^' < 

Let us, for a moment,, step n^tde from the delusive glare of 
^^■^^)k\c vietorics and celebrations, that we «»ay have a more 
clear and impartial view of the subject under considerar 
t'nn. On the nsiial principles oFwar a more private battle 
was once fought in our country, between two celebrated indi- 
viduals, Hamilton and Burr. . The war was proclaimed by . 
)>urr on the supposition of "actual injuries inflicted, or about 
To be inflicted.'' Tl*e Ijattlc was fought, and Hamilton fell. 
The victory of Burr wa^ olitained at the expense of Hamil- 
ton's life, and an a fleeting scene of grief and distress to his 
Tjimily and frionds. ,, ^ 

Suppose, then, timt while IIaniil(o:i lay !*i the agonies of 
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death, «iirroicnd«d vith his afflicted family, the friends, of Burr 
had tnet^ -at a neighboring hotel, to ^lebrate the glorious vic- 
tory — and had conducted as men usually ^ m celebrating 
victories obtained in war; is there a man in the United States, 
ivorthy of the name of a Christiaii, a Philanthropist, or a gen- 
^ma», who would not have abhorred 'SUch a scene of inhu- 
jnanity? 

But if thi» would have been inhuman, when but one man 
bad fallen, and but one family was bereaved, — how much more 
inhuman must it be, when thousands have fallen, an^ tens of 
thousands are subjected to ^^ mourning, lamentation and wo !'' 

It will probably be said, that celebrations are necessary to 
keep alive martial ardor, and that if they should be discar- 
ded, the spurit of military heroism would soonlsmguish and ex* 
pire. Be it even soi the sooner it shall die the &tter. Hap- 
py for the world will be the time^ when it shall be both dead 
and buried. For what must be the nature of that spirit, which 
requires such inhumanity to nourish and keep it alive? and 
which will offer human sacrifices by thousands, if its ferocious 
exploits can be celebrated by an inkuman triumph ! 

This spirit, instead of being a protection and a blessing to 
mankind, is the curse of nations, the mildeu^ of the universe. 
It blasts or renders insecure the fairest earthly prospects of the 
human family; aitd it Qoat more to feed and support it, than 
would be requisite to keep a regular, pacific free-school, for 
every ten families on the face of the earth, and to preser^-e 
peace tlirougliout the world. 

If the rulers of nations, instead of bestowing their praises on 
this desolating spirit, and sacrificing the lives and property of 
their subjects in its support, would employ their influence and 
means in cultivating the arts, the principles, and the spirit of 
peace and good will among men, the inhabitants of the world 
wouldsoonexclaim, "behold how good and fi^w pleasant tt 
is, for brethren to dwell together in unity !" 

Wliai mean ihesc showy and these noisy signs 

Of piibiic joy, my senses that salute, 

That bid my cares disper«e, m} brows be stnootb, 

Ai!#l all my soul be holiday ? What means 

The cfinnon's roar, that tears tlie shatterM sky I 

T!»e j .Ily peal, Ihf wen'v stee{)les pour ?.^ 

A t dead «4" nij^lit ahmg- \hc splendid streeti 

Ihisdazzlinjjhixtiry of fieslive light 

Fr< m e v 1 1 y w i i d ; • w fl up g— whc i €iure thus laugh s, 

Xhis lujiir of |[h)oiii ? 
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Say, hath the African his freedom found ? 
Spite of liis shade, at length confe«sM a man. 
Nor longer crushed .because he is. not white I 
This were a jubilee for heaven to shore. 

But, ab I *tis>not. 
For Uiis ambitious nigJit affects the day. 
"Sing Iopean» lopean sing— — 
A multitude qf eyes at which the heart . 
Look'd laughing out Upon the day are clo«'J— 
They never more shall look ! illume, illume 
The glowing streets ! nor let one window rob 
The genei-al rapture of one beam it owes * 

This is tlie event, 
The ftiir event, to polish'd bosonts dear, 
III pollsh'd lif^ that lights this.bluzc of joy, 
For ihis, t!ie cannci's roa'ing thumps ihe ear, 
■For this their merry peal the steeples pour, ' 

For this dun night, her raven hue resitjtis. 
And with tliis gi^laxy of tapers starrM ' 
Rivals the portip of noon ! Hence flows the joy 
^That calls the city swarms from out their cells. 
Laughs in eachtjye, and dances in eacli heart,, . 
All to the feast, the fbast of blood repair, 
The high, the low; old mori and prattling babes. 
Young men and maidens, all to grace the feast, 
Light footed trip, — the feast, tUe feast of blood ! 
Yes— .glory, glory, glory, is tlie word- 
See how it glitters all along tlie street ! 

Mankind, wild race ! say, are young moons to blame 
That ihis demoniac, worse thai) dogstar madness ! 
*Mong AT.t, your nations in each age ha\h foam'd .' 

• Fawcett. 



INCnEASl? OP crjMES ANt) CONVICTS^ ACCOUNTED FOXl, AKI) 
A REMEDY PROPOSED. 

*' The New- York State Piison, is ovcrflomng with convict?. 
The present number is 722, although the prison was calcula- 
ted for 500. The inspectors of the prison, in an address to 
the legislature ef NeSv-York, after ^stating that the number of 
prisoners was so great as to render frequent pardons I7ulis2)e7i,3' 
able, request the legislature to recommend to the general gov- 
ernment, the establishment -of ti. colony on the north-west 
ccan of America, at or near Columbia iliver,>»r at Madi»on 

AA 
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I iland, to which couvicts.may be transported. If the general 
jrovernment should object to^his.pkcn^ tliey reeomniend, that 
t:ie New-York legislature establish such a coloiiy, on the iron- 
tiers of the state." — Recorder, A^o. 48, Nov, 26, 18l6. 

Ill view of tliis extraordinary paragraph, rellgiou and htt- 
inanity unite in asking the following questions: — 

Firal, IIow may \ie rationally accouutibr this mcrease of 
^Climes, and of convicts ? 

Second. What opinion should we entertain of the project 
for settling a colony, by the transportation of criminals ? 

Third. What Gouise can be adopted better than the one 
proposed ? 

•The complaint of an increase of crimes, and of convicts, U 
ndt confined to Ne\v-*¥o.rk ; it is so . general in our countrvv, 
that it is lima to investigate the cawses* and, if possible, to ap- 
j ly some remedy* 

The natural increase of populatiop may, perhaps, accouift 
for some portion of the- evil. The inftux of foreigners who 
]>ad been inured to crime, during the wars of Europe, may ac- 
count f(^ a still greater portion. But may We st«>phere? A'o, 
\erily. What other cause, then, may be assigned ? the enor- 
mous increase of crimes and convicts, complained of, has pvVn- 
ciprlly occurred within four years;— >< my l^t It be observed, 
• that within j^iJC years, our country has expanded one hundred, 
perhaps one huiidred and fifty tiiUlionsc^»d611ars, in support- 
ing ^' a school of vice.^^ Jls it not probaJ^Ie^that this expense;, 
considering the opportunity which the "scholars had to learn, 
would produce some effects? -can sucli -a number of scholars, 
as were educated in the'business of pillage ttnd piracy, robbe- 
ry and murder, under the sanction of public authority, be I<k 
loose upon commuhity without some 'display of the proficien- 
cy they had made? >vhat better is to be expected of them, 
wbendeprivejf ofthe pay they had been accustomed to 're- 
ceive for such business, than that they should follow their trade 
forvprivate advantage? by such an education, the habits of 
iii^cri are easily formed ; -but, perhaps not so easily relinquish- 
ed. Many of them on entering the school, might be strifck 
.with horror at the deeds tiey w^ltnessedj but, by conlinoing 
in the school, tliose deeds became familiar and congeiwal to 
their feelings and habits. Having formed habits of itiieness 
and vice, on returning home, m^ny of them would feel an a- 
version to labor, and would prefer their more recent -eilaploy- 
ment for obtatnibg a subsistence.* 
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Many of the scholars had, prohabl}', made considerable ad- 
vances in vice, before they entered thd public school; ani 
such of these, as survived the war, may be supposed to havj 
become adepts intlie arts of mischief. After having becft din- 
banded, they wpuld be very likely to show the conimujiity, 
tjiat money had not been cxpjjrndeif on them, for schoolinn;, 
witliout effect, CXihcrs weie young when they entered the 
school, and destitute of llxed habits of virtue; tliey would 
readily yield to the instractions to be obtained in such a situa- 
tion; and soon learn to practice the vices,,, which they were 
taught by precept and example. Some, who had formed 
good haWts before. they entered the school, might be slow to 
adopt the- vices of the camp; and a few might hold Aistthek 
integrity, aijd r^Jturn to their friendsimcontaminated. But ex- 
amples-of this class, are very rare. . 

H ad -ihere, then, been no otlier way to account for the in- 
crease of crimes and convicts, but that of the " school of vice,^ 
w.e might have rationally accounted for the Aviiole. Had all 
the scholarslived. till, the school was generally dismissed, and 
lia.d all these been turned out of employment at once, the' 
the number of crimes and convicts would, probably, have tilled 
the country with dismay, from Mississippi to Maine. But a 
large number of the scholars died, while obtaining theiir edlh 
cation, and many are still retained in thfe school, and will prs- 
bably end their days in that situation. It is, however, to be 
observed, that, although crimes may be more frequetit in our 
cities, than they were during the war, it does not follow, tliat 
they are more frequent in the United States, nor that tliere is 
now a greater number of men who deserve to be confined ia 
state prisons. To many, perhaps, the " school of vice,'' was 
a substitute for a state prison ; and in this School, they could, 
commit felonious deeds of the deepest dye, with impunity. — 
Pillage^ piracy, robbery and murder, were the arts whicl^^i^ 
were tauglit, the employments which were assigned then^fj^^ 
the deeds for which they were paid and praised.* It ^J, 

• Erasmus, in his letter on war, to the Abbot of Ht. BerLia says, 

*• do consider a moment, by v/hat sort of persons it Is actuall) carried 
into execution j— by a herd of cuithroatfl, debauciiees, gamesters, 
profllg'ate wretches from the s ews, tlie meanest afid most sordid of 
of mankind, hireling man killers, to whom a little pay is dearer than 
life. These are your fine felldws in war, who commit the same vil- 
lanies with rewai'd and with glory in the field of battle, which in so- 
ciety ^ they formerly perpetrated at the peril of tlif ^all':\i^. 
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perhaps^ be saidy that the scholars were not taught or allowed 
10 pillage, rob, and murder the people of the United States. — 
And only such as, had been declared enemies by the govern- 
ment,; ajid that such acts,, vvhen committed against declared 
enemies, are of a diflerent nature from those committed a- 
gainst their fellow citizens. Of a di0!rent nature ! — In what 
respect ? is not the evil to the sufferers the same in both ca- 
ses? is not the temper uisually displayed the same in both 
<!ases? are not the acts in both cages- contrary to the rule,/' all 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do 
ye even the same to them ?" 

All men are brethren^ and they are bound to love one another. 
Nor is it in the pow^r of any government on earth, to dissolve 
the relation of brethren, or to absolve its subjects jQ-oin their 
obligation to love their brethren of another tribe or state. — 
Nor is there any man of common sense and serious reftection, 
who can regard such acts of rapine, revenge, and violence, as 
the proper fruits of love. And if not, what Ixjtter excuse can 
be made for them,, than the deplorable, iniluence of custom, hy 
wKicJi men are led to call evil good, and good evir? 

How great a number of the convicts, were educated in the 
public school, I know not Many who wer-e thus instructed, 
may haye been concerned in educating others for state pris- 
ons. But, being more expert in mischief than their pupils, 
they may have escaped, while their inexperienced disciples 
have been ensnared and taken. 

Second, Our next inquiry is, what views should we enter- 
tain of the project for settling a colony with convicts ? 

As the experiment has been made in other countries, we 
should consider what has been its effects. , From some articles 

'* Besides all this, consider what cihpes are comrnitied under the 
j^retence of war, while the voice of salutary law \s compelled to be si- 
l(?{il aitiidst the din of arms : what pUuider, what sacrilegfc. What rava- 
ges, What other indecent tpansactionSjWhich cannot for shame be enu- 
merated. ' Such a taint of men's mcr^ils cannot biu continue its initu- 
cnce after a war is terminated/' «« WIihI do yoq suppose the Turks 
. think, when they hear of Christian \sauqs ra^in^ against each otlier 
with all the madness of so many devils let loose ?** 

It is presumed that it was not the intention of Eras&ius to apply bis 
description of 'fine fiillaws in'war"to ai/l who followed that dread- 
ful occupation ; but that armies in g-eneral, liare b^en in a considera- 
ble meiisurc composed of sncli rnen as he described, truth and candor 
will never deny. Nor will they deny, that 5uch wretches have oftea 
been eulog^izcd as tl.e siivlouri^ and the ^lo-y of their cumniry. 
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ift the. Philanthropist, on transporting convicts to Botany Baj, 
it appears that the utility of the project is very questionuble ; 
that it is far from, operating favorably, as an example to pre- 
vent the. com missions of crimes ; that it haS no tendency to 
reform the convicts, and that many of them return to GreskS- 
Britain, " two-fold m^^reithe children of .hell, than before.'' — 
Indeedf, it would be very natural to supj^ose, that a colony set- 
tled with such beings, would he, a kind of hell upon earth, and 
as little adapted to reform a convict, as the more popular 
** school of vice." ~ 

Should, a colony be settled by such nkn, on the north-west 
coast of America^ what great obstacles would there be in the 
v/ay of their escape to the United States, or to other piaeesry 
where they would be equally mischiev;0u;§ ? and what an hi- 
fluence would they have on the niinds-pf the natives, to pre- 
possess them against the christian religion !- 

Should such a settlement be made on the frontiers of New- 
York, what security would there be that the e-^iles would not 
renew their depredations on society ? who would be willing to 
settle on the adjacent lands ? .and would riot such a colony be 
very likely to occasion hostilities witli the Indian tribes, il not . 
with Great Britain ? - . 

If these convicts arc to existany where- on earth, they 
should, unquestionably, be placed in situations which are, at 
once, favorable to their reformation, and to the safety of socLov 
ty, Regarding them. CIS brethren,, we should seek theu: goodi 
Ilegarding them as accountable beings, we should seek to 
j*eform and save- them. As many of them have been ruined 
in, the public **' school af viee,''. we^ should regard them v^ith 
compassion. , 

Moreover, wcshould regard as brethren, our fellow-l^dngs-, 
of other states and countrie?,, and not wantanly east on them a 
brood of vipers of our ownv raisings or a class of beings who 
have, at great expense, bpen trained to mischief among our- 
:■^elves. . If a parent, Uy uiismanagement, has ruined Iiis chil- 
dren, is it benevolent iji hiia t^ cast the .burden oi^ their vices 
ori other people ? . - 

Tkird, What possible course can be adojSted preferable to ^ 
that of transportation or bauisbnient ; what can be done with • 
convicts when the state prisansare full ? or what better meth- 
fwi tL»an exile can be proposed to prevent the increase of 
crimes and convicts. ? 

The ?taio.^>risoii3^as th^y are now... conducted, fire a great' 
AA2 . n \ 
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iinpmvoraeut in the police of our country. But these im- 
provements are, probably, capable of being greatly improved, 
and of being much bietter adapted to tlie reformation of thc^ 
unhappy teuantK. It should be a part of the study of states- 
men, of Philantiiropists, and of Christians, to "devise way* 
and means, adapted to reform the vicious. If more' such, 
prisons are needful, they can be provided ; and probably, 
more should be provided. For crowding convicts together. \u 
large numbers, tends to prevent rather than promote refor- 
mation^r^ 

It is not, however, compatible with my present' object, nor 
can I pretend to the requisite information, to give a detailed 
account of what may and ought to be-dbne, for tlie refbr ma- 
tron of such criminals. But all that can be done,, should be 
done, by kind treRtfneht, good instruction, and benevolent 
example* Harsh and haughty treatment of convicts, is like 
harsh and haughty preaching to siiirrers in general. It may, 
i'or a tinicj. excite terror, but it ultimately hardens the heart* 
Convicts as welF as other men, are more likely to hedrawrt 
than f//*/ye« to reformation. 

Transportation has no tendency to diminish the nimiber of 
either crimes or convicts. Crimes are crimed, in whatever 
part of the world they may be committed : and convicts arc 
convicts, after transportation as wellas before. If this mode 
would dtnitnish tlie evils among ourselves, it would be by mul- 
tiplying thenr in other places. Blit methods may be adopted, 
which would tend, not only to prevent an increase of couvici:>,. 
but to diminish the present nunibei*. Let as great liberalitjr 
be shown by the government and the people, for fhe support 
of schools of virtue and peace, as they have shown in suppor- 
ting schools of vice and war, andrthey will soon jfkid a surpr!-. 
sing change in the state of public morals. And they ought 
certainly to be as ready to pay money for schools of refomia-. 
lion, as for schools of deprsrvity. 

Men, w^ho lost their .mofa|s and their disposition to cam a 
subsistence in useful occupation, by being sent to the " school 
«f vice,^ have as strong claims on the government and on the 
«oranumity, as those who-^became cri}>ple». or iuvalids. Not, 
ifwleed, because crime and d'ecrepitude are of., the same na- 
%afre*^for they are not; but because, both the convict and the 
invalid were really injur edhy being sent to such a school : — 
^i* ifyoupl^jaseto say, that tlie invalid was injured in the 
i'erticc of his country ^^ yoamay say the aante of the convict*L 
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And surely it ought not to be regarded as, a more serious, 
injury for a inaa to be deprived oCa leg or aa arm^ than to be* 
deprived of a sense of moral obligations, or of regular habits, 
odt' industry. ' 

In whatever manner a mw has been really injured by the * 
measures of government, he hsis a claim <^- public compassion «. 
L.et then a suitable poitioft of "ptublic prop^ty be devoted to 
the purpose of providing, in th^ best , riiiinner, . for the refer* ^ 
illation of convictSj^ and. of others,, who. have* been injured in- 
the " school of vice.^' Thus,tlie nuniber of those already on . 
the list w4U b(S annually decreasing, by death orxeformation, 
and probably by both. The progei-ty thus devoted, if judi«*: 
ciously mjmaged, will opei-ate hqibz^^,^*^tsinfcingfimd'^ anda.* 
^'saving hankJJ 

But a still greater portion> of property should be dev»ted' to i 
the rising generation, in training them up in habits of virtue,^ 
ii^dustry and peace, tov prevent their becoming, successors to . 
the present class of convicts^and ruined men.. 

We will first suppose^ tile expend and- waste of tlie late war 
to be one liundredt million^ pCdoUars-r Now li^t it be askedrr-. 
Had this, enormous sum been judiciously . appropriated for the 
supporjt of schools of virtue, useful, knowledge and industry,, 
w-ould tliere have been such ground for the present com- 
plaints of an increase of crimes and coAvicts ? It is no pre- . 
sumption to say — ther£ wjQu14 ihRt^. 

Let it be further supposed,, that^ at-tlie codimencement of 
the late war, there were, in the llnitcd States, three miUions , 
o-f children, and young people^ who were capable of profiting 
iii schools of virtue and peace, and tliai these tteere divided- 
into classes of tjiirty scholars each. This woul4 have made 
a hundred tlioAisand schools; and the hundred millions. of 
dollars woaid have paid a hmidrQd thousand - instructors for 
three yeai's, at the rate of oi>fidioMsgnd dol^ac^ each for that ► 
term of time, ox $33^ 1-S. annuallyt 

This Qompensatiou wouid^.. indeed j. have been small, con>- 
pared with what is given to insfa-uctors in the "school of vice,*'" 
and in some parts^of tlic countey it- would -have been very in* 
arlequate ; but; ofl, aa average throughi the United States it, 
i^tight have, been suHicient^ ft not it would have been ea§y to. 
remedy the. defect by diminishing the mjimbey of instructors, . 
and assigning to each a greater number of scholars. 

Had apla^cfftUfs benevolent character been., adopted^ 4iir 
3.^Jad of the ^-scixDuflipf^ vice,^* what n a- fiivoKjibl6 ipfiuen^je it 
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might have had on the morals of our country ! Men are as ca- 
pable of being benefited by a virtuous education/as of being 
riiuied by st vicious one. The present depravity of the na- 
tions of Christendom, is more to be ascribed to the neglect of 
virtuous education, and the influence of jsanguinary schools 
and customs, than t» ^y other causes whatever. 

It niay be said, that i^Cording to tlie. calculation for a hun- 
dred thousand schools qf virtue, tlie hundred millionis of dollars 
would have been expended on the yoiith, and nothing left to 
jffovide for the refocmationvof convicts. 

To this it may bie replied, — that probably the expense and 
w«8te of property* by the war, was enough more than the hun- 
dred millions of dollars, to make tbe most ample provisipp for 
convicts, and for those who still live by pillage, piracy, and 
robbery. But if not enough, you may add to the overplus of 
the htindred millions in the late war, what has since been ex- 
pended in preparing for another. Then you will probably have 
a sum sufficient ^ give every convict such a pension that he 
G3jri afford to give up his trade, and retire from business. And 
it may be submitted to the reader^s reflection, whether it 
would not be as rational, as christian, and as well for the coun- 
try, to e>ipebd the public revenue in Mring thieves, robbers 
and pirates lo renounce their eniployments, as in. preparing 
others to follow their di<eadful example. 

Had the property and the time which have^ been wasted \\\ 
Christendom within a cent^y, for the support of sangtiinary 
customs and school^' of depravity, been wisely appropriated 
Sfor melioupting the condition, and .unproving the character of 
the human family^ the world at this period might have been a 
paradise, compared^ with its present situation. But, while the 
rulers of Christendom have pretended; to^fayor the interests of 
vktue and religion, they have expended, the treasures^ and the 
blood of ^their sabjecf* in supporting schools and customs, 
whieji t-ended to defeat the very ^design of Christianity, and to 
render abortive esyery p^ffprt fey;the reformation of mankind. — 
Considering the immense sums which have been expended for 
schools of depravity, and how popular the- savage exploits of 
v/ar have beeii ; instead of having any reasoii'to wonder that 
there are so many thieves and robbers, pirates and murderers, 
we have real OJ3 to beUiank%l^hat the number is not greater 
by ten tajane. 

ShalLthen the rulera -of Christian nations ]>eijginy longer ei»- 
couragt^3;:,in supportit^g a custQnf .which tends to fijl.-lheir re-- 
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|>ective countries with crimes and malefactors^ and which 
makes such a wanton and immense sacrifice of property, hap- 
piness and life ? Shall not all who wish to be regarded as 
Christians, or as men of virtue and humanity, cordially unitCj, 
t^ encourage rulers, to abolish the ^* school of vice/' and to 
make a ftiir experiment of the power, the tendency, and the 
value of Christian education ? 

It riot only jnay be expected, but, in fact, it is expected, 
that the habits fvnd characters of men will be, in a great de- 
gree influenced and formed by their education, their pursuits, 
and their mode of obtaining a subsistence. Accordingly, we 
do not expect to see the mild', benign, and forbearing virtues 
of the gospel, in those who have been educated in hostile 
€amps, or in ships of war ; nor do we expect to see the fero- 
cious, revengeful and bkiiodtliirsty ambition of the warrior, in 
those who have been educated as Quakers or Moldavians. — 
There may be exceptions, in both cases, but they are excep- 
tions to a general rule — and so uncommon, * that they excite 
wonder when they occur. Let a. pacific education become 
popular, thorough ahd^ universal, ,and the nations will leam 
war no more. When the fountain is dried up, the streams 
will cease to flow ; when governments shall have done au- 
thorizing rapine and murder by their own laws and examples, 
crimes will be less frequent, and convicts le^ps. numerous,* 



CAUSES OF WAR, BY ERASMUS. 

**1t 18 a^truth to be laineiited, rather than deniedr that" if .any on«^ 
examines iher matter carefully and ffUhiuUy, he will find almost all 
the wars of Christians to have originated either in foUy or in wicked- 
ness. 

•• First ill foHy ; as for instance, young" mei;, born to rule, totally 
unacquainted with themselves an<l the world about them, Imve been 
inflamed, with the love of martial jajlopy, by tlie bad examples of their 
forefathers, and the silly stories of heroes, as they are caltled, in whiciv 
foolish writers have trumpeted the fam'e of foolish, princes. Our- Ili- 
ad, or (uatory of war, like Homer's liiad, contains, as Horace says, 
nothing hut a history of the wrath of silly kings, and. of peo|)le as silly 
as they. 



* Since this aMicle was prepared for the press, I have seen in a 
newspaper, an account of a discussion in a Legislature, in which one. 
of the parties imputed the increase of crimes and convicts to the ex- 
istence of Penitentiaries or state prisons. The public will now judge, 
whiich of the modes of accoimting' for these evils is the most rat^onaU 
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<» K'^xl, as I told, our wars arrse from wickedness. .Thejr are Kng^s 
Viho go to war for no other reason, tbati that they may with greater ease 
establish despotic auihority'Over tiieirown subjects At home. For in 
a time, of peace, the powet^of parlli^mentSi the dignity of mag'istrates, 
*the vigor of he laws, are great impediments to a prince who wishes 
to exercise arbitrary power. But when once a war is undertaken, (lie 
chief management devolves to f^ fewf who catt themselves ministers 
of executive government i and who; for the general safety, assume 
the privilege of (Conducting e.very thing according to their own hu- 
mor, demanding unlimited confidence from the people, and the pro* 
fottndest, secrecy. These persons,, in such a Conjecture, who are the 
prince's favorites, are all cxalted^to places of honor and profit ; and 
those whom the prince dislikes are turned oQ' and neglected, as for- 
Hiing a dangerous oppositioni 

«* Now IS the time for raising as mucTi money as' iheir hearts cart 
wish. In short, now. is the time when ihey feel, that tliey are mon- 
arehs not in name only, but in very deed and truth, monarchs witli a 
vengeance. In the mnean time, the leaders play into one another's 
hands, till they have eaten up the people, root and branch." 

Such views of* the Causes of war, were written by Erasmus, about 
three hundred yeara ago. Had he lived from that day to this, he 
would probably have seen no reason tbr altering his opinion. U H not 
then desirable, that people, in general, should be better informed on- 
this'.sttbjeetT that they should understand the nature of these moral' 
volcanoes, and the true causes of their frequent eruptions, \hat th^ 
proper remedies may be applied I 

llet writers cease to trumpet the praises of ** fooKsh princes*' and 
wicked men, who have sacrificed the blood and happiness of theie 
fello w beings on the altars of their ungodly ambition ; or, rather, 
let the characters and conduct of such inhuman nionsters, be exhibit- 
ed in its true light, then few will be disposed to follow their destruc- 
live examples. 

But as long^as writers shall be so <* foolish" as to aptplau^ n^en . for 
mischief, and the people love to have it so ; as long «s" they can glory 
inJhe sanguinary deeds of their ancestors, a»id rehears^, wlih delight, 
the worse than « silly stories of heroes/ us the most abandoned mur- 
diei-crs are often called ! so long we may.e>cp.ectthat the earth will be- 
filled with violence and* war, and that christian nations wilt have 
•« blood to drink* as a recompense fijt th^ fplly in praisijig the dc>^ 
stroyers of mankind. 



APPLICATION OF MR. WILLIARl PITTAS ANSWER TO THE PXiePOSI- 
TION.rOR A GRADUAL ABOLITION OP THE SLAVB-TRADE. 
I» the course of the debates in the British; House of Commons, on 
the mQtion for abolishing the slave trade, a proposition was made for 
a < gradual aboliti<iin/ ^ In support of this proposition, various arg-u - 
ments were advanced by gentlemen who admitted tlie trade to be a 
iQOral evU.^ 
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* Mr. Pitt rejoiced that the debate had taken a turn which' conli^c- 
ccd the question into narrow limits. *f he matter then indispale way 
merely as to the time at which the abolition should' take place: 

lie reasoned thus :— , 

* Why ought it to be abolished at all? Because 'it is an incurable 
t > »j ustice-— a moral evil. How much- stronger then, is the argument 
for immediaCe, than gradual, abolition ! If on the ground of a moral 
evil it is to be abolished at last* why ought it not now .' Why is in- 
j ustice to be siijf^er^'d to remain for a single hour'} 

• I will now notice the objection, that other natitms would not gfive 
lip the slave trade if we ^ere to renounce' it. If the trade is stained 
hut -by a thonsandth.pan of thecrifhinalty'^hafged upon it, the House 
ought immediately to vote its abolition. This miierable fcrgument if 
pci severed in, would'be an eternal^ur to the annihilation of the evil. 
i low is it ever to be errtditaWd if every nation is thus prudently to 
ml: Ml till the concurrence of alflhe world shall be obtained ? 

• How much more j» IS lly* will other nations say /Great -BVi1a?n,Tree 
as she is, just and honorable as she is, not only Ivdl not abolished, bnt 
Iras reTusod t(» abolish the slave trade. She has- investigated it well.^— 
Her Senate has deliberated upon it. It i.s pl:un then, that^she sees no 
tvil in it. With Vhis argumertt we shoiiUl furnish tiie other nations 
of Europe, if V;e Vcre again to reluse to put an^end to tliis ciuel traf- 
-fic. . v. ^ . , . ^ 

' Already Ve have suffered one year to pass away; and-now when 
tltc q^iestron is renewed, i)ol only husifiis wretcheil argument been 
revived, but a propositirin is made- for -ihe gradual -Abolition'of the 
trade. 1 know, i»»deed,^llie difficultyof retorming 4ong established 
aibuses ; but in the prei^ent case, by proposing somet)thi*rVpei^ioU than 
the present, by prescribing some condition, by WaUing foiyK)me con- 
-lingency, jKihai'S, till we have o'btained the concurre^bo of* Europe, 
a cuncurreiite which 1 believe, nev6r yet took pUVcc'-at thcc(;mmence- 
incnt of any, one improvement in pblicji. or "morals. I f ar that this 
-iiiDst enormous evil will never be redressell. 'is it not lolly to wak 
ior thcstream^lo run <Iown before vie cross thebed ofHUa^aiiiiel ? — 
Alas 1 we might wail'for e>er, The river will still Ho^^on. We 
sliall be no nearer the object we 'have in vieW, so long Ss the step, 
U'hich alone can bring us Ip it,^s not taken.' 

Such was the reasoning ofMr. Vitt against the .plan for a < grada.^!! 
abolition' of the slave trade. l:.ei it tlien be applied for the imFniedi- 
au- faboUvion of war. ^ . 

Is noiwar as cleiiily a • moraVfeviP ss the'slive trade ? Can it eJftet 
hut by injustice, wickedness and murderl If "net, 'why sliould it be 
tolerated fora single day ? Is it not the duty <ilf ever>' In'an to do all he 
'can for the imtnectiate destriiciion of a tnonstcr, which has its very 
•txistente in sin and which ^Itved on 'iVdman sacrifices? % 

Government%'.in dealing with pirates, robbers and in«®\dianCR» nev- 
cr think of proposing to these culprits a giaduitl abolition of their 
.'il.( ni in.' ble trades. Nor should rulers be. less prmnpt in al»olibhing 
tlicir own vicious cusK ms than vhey wish subjects to h« in uboliiihing' 
thi-ir*. 'I o propose a • gradual abolition' of war would -be as uhsurtl^ 
(»r indeed the sume thing us to piopose a gradual ubutilion of it jus- • 
iice, piracy, rapine« ahd human buich^'sv. 
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The g;reat objection against an inrtnedute abolitron of tlift slnre 
^trade, wa6, that other nations would not giv^ it up if Great Britain 
'f should renounee it." A simitar objection is noMr made ag^nst (he 
ab^tion of war. But why may not a gang of ihleTes or rob^rs make 
the same plea» and refuse to give up their disgraceful occap&tion iit 
all of the same trade shall b€ agreed for its abolition ? 

Let it, however, be remembered, that Great Britain did abolish 
the slave-trade, before it was known that any other nation of '£urr.ps 
would follow the example. What have been the consequences?— 
One government after janother has had its eyes opened, and given uf 
tike trade; and there is now a great probability that every govern- 
ment in Europe will Soon set its face against this evil. Had oup gov- 
ernment and that of Great Britain done no more than to decree n 
•• j^radual abolitioft ;'* it is probable ^hat the slave trade, with all its 
horrors, mrould have been popular at the present time. 

Such is the natural course of events. As soon as we can be certain 

that one' nation is fuJIy determined to abolish war ; we may be suie 

that others will folluw the example. Let those who formed tt:€ 

" Holy League," but aJherc to its principles, and all the nations f>: 

'Eu«>pe will ftbaiidon the savage custom. 



FIRST ANNTAL REPORT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS PEACE SOClt- 

• All liuman Institutions are stamped with -imperfection ; and il.e 
test of thgm are capable of being improved by time and experience. 
Cotisideri^ the circumstances under which the Massachusetts Peace 
iJociety originated, the smallness of its funds, and the powerful pre- 
posscssiana it had to encounter, it was not to be expected that the 
first Report of ita otTicers, would contain a list of facta either veiv 
mtmerpu%,sp||rdid, cr inieresting. Such an institution, like a child 
in its infartl^', requireHime to grow up and come to maturity. Its 
*fjist tfforts N\iU .iiaturaUy be feeble, and often display the want of 
. Ihat wisdom which experience alone. ctm give. » ■ i 

Feme inconvenience appears to have faulted from the want of 1 1 
matured system of operation ; and a consequent delay of disiributicg i 
ptxblicalions acconling to the directions f»f the "board." 

Excepting the -CiicHlar Letter, the disti-ibution of psmphlcts w.ts ' 
of a date so recent, that little information of their effect cou Id be es- 
pffctedat this time. Still, something hn sheen done in the course nf 
the year ; some impressiou has been made, and e fleets)) rod uced ; an^ 
sf me iiiformpdioa has been received favorable to the objects of the s(m 
ciely. - ■' . I 

Two thousand .ind five hundied cop'es of a Circiilar Letter veor^ 
printed, and tlie greater part of them h.-ive been distributed in the 
United Stales. Some copies have been sent to Europe, and some to 
li.e neiiihbopfnff British Provinces, 
' r> '^"^'^^^'•^" of two ihcusand copies of the Sermon on \Var, by the 
«ev. Mr Channing, bars beeji primed at the expense cf the ^ocietv 
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III refanding the half of the annmftl subscription, it "was the aim of 
^^e committee to furnish each member with t^^o copies of the 'Ser. 
mon on War, one copy of a Solemn Review of the Custom of War, 
andthree numbers of the Friend of' Peace, including what had been 
TeceiTed by man^rof the members, ofNo. 4. The six pamphlets at 
the wholesale price, amounted precisely to the half dollar to be re- 
-funded. .•*' 

In compliance with the vote of the board, the Committee have sent 

^to the several Colleges in Ne w- England, Uilriy eight complete sets wf 

all the publications which have been cir9ulated by the society, namely, 

the Circular Letter^ the Solemo Revieiv, six numbers of the Friend of 

Peace and the Sermon on War. One set was assigned to each Col- 

' lege Library, and pne to each literary society in the several Colleges, 

, «• known to have a Library.*' 

A set of all thepubUcations, except the Circular Letter, has been 
presented to the several gentlemen who had contributed to the funifls 
of the society, without becoming members ? but ihey are gentlemen 
whom the -soeiety would gladly acknowledge as members, should it 
be their pleasure to give their nanies for that purpose. 

In addition to what has %een done by d^stribuliag the Sermon on 
y/ar, gratuitously, some copies of the Solemn Hevievv, and <>f the 
Friend of Peace have been sent to members^ as agents ; and ale w to 
gentlemen^! reputation and influence, in distant piaces, for the pur^ 
pose of procuring additional siib&cribers, and exciting attention to i\^ 
objects of the society. 

The following is intended as a correct etatetneiA of the distribu- 
tions which have been made, iacluding the distribution to thd mem^ 
bers of the society : ' ■* 

Of the Circular Letter, - , - .1 '2260 

— Solemn Review^ . -- . . . 23t 

— diferent: Numbers of the Friend of Peace, -- - 98S 
*—— Sermon on War, - - - - - 1403 

In ah, . ** -*850 

There is now in the hsmds of the Executive Coittniift^' : 

Of thfe Circular Letter, - *- • - . 1240 

— — Sermon on VVar, v - . • . " 59^ 

The copies sent to agents fi>r p?t9Cttrfh^ siilrscrthers, will, ddubtleds, 
>c returned, or, instead of them, the names of subscribers to the -soci- 
ety. Several names have already' been reported, -WMch werepfd- 
cui'ed by copies thus' distributed. 

That impressions tjavie been matle, an'd *^ects produced, favora- 
ble to the objects of tiie fSCNBiet}', may lippear from (he following 
facts:— 

The Massachusetts 'ConV«»lntion olTfcongregatiotTal-Ministcfs have, 
by vote, aiKl by an interesting address to the- public, approved the ob- 
ject of the society, and recommended, "« that the members >c^ this 
Convention be^.oroe members of the'society ; and that they severaJly 
use their influcj.ce to induce others to become members^ and to pr». 
^ote the forttiatltsn of /^tfxiliary Peace Societtcn in their I'espectiTC 
'vicifliLies.^ 
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Tie Ceneral AssQciation of Matsaetuisetta Prfliper,- in -« > Pastontl 
Address to 4be cburcbes, have spoken of Peaoe S^eUes, io lai^uage 
811 fftcienlly respectful. These are the words of the Address »-* 
•* Sboulil Peace societies be extended, Ibe^ -will be handmaids, or 
rstlier guardian angels, to otiier benevolent institutions. No means 
seems so Vikely to produce universal peace* as the 'in'flueBce of such 
toctctkes,'* 

The united testimony of two such respectable* bodies of the Minis, 
ters of religion, communicated to the churches* must naturally mi^e 
a powerful impression and lead pnany to raflect. 

Since the formation of the society, more than qgic hundred and thir* 
ty respectable members have been added. The present number of 
members, already reported, is one hundred and seventy-three, of 
which more than fifty are miaisCers of religfion ; and a considerable 
number are Laymen oi^high st«ndit%, and who would be an honor to 
any society. r 

Had DO other facts come to our knowledge, those which have lieea 
'. meiUloired might welt encourage the heart of every friend of peace.-— 
But information has. been received fcom different section* of the Uni- 
ted States, and from foreign countries, which aflTords still further 
. ground Tor r^oicing in hope. ^For it clearlj' appiears that the wonder- 
wofking ' Cod has been ezciting his. children, in various parts of the 
- world, to reflect on- the barbarous and «nti^christian character of. wa^*, • 
and to exert tbemselrcs for the abolition of this tremendous scourge 
of man. 

Information has been received, that the Peace Society in Kew- 
York is in a groenrivg state ; that a Peace Society has been formed in 
Ohio ; and tkat-the principUs of peace are rapidly gaining ground 4a 
dilTerent parts of the country. y 

.^orti^it.in America aloce that the God of peace has been openiag^ 
the eyes of his children, on this inteiesting subject. Even prior to the 
fomiatlon of our society, he hadshown tliat the hearts of kio^ ^ asd 
emperor* werQ|iii his hand, by eiciting three powerful sover^gns to 
: niute in ft holy Teague. Four^>ther poivers have since been added« 
-srfd nowi seven ofthe'Kurp^an^^emmentahave^bottnd themselves 
by a^vssjemn covenant, to make the precepts of the gospel iheir g^ide, 
hath in ^&9€mi9g their respective siU^jfiots, and in their treatment of 
eiich other. Aiidthe pre^rvation of pease im the .avowed' object of 
the alliance. - , 

In Great Brilain« irlso» the eyes Of many' ha ve^en •opened. A-so- 
riety for the abolitiort Of war has been foun^ied i and the su|(}ect of 
Wit has been discassed with great freedom and ability. 

It has a I so been recently announced, that thePrinpe Hegent has- 
sigmlied to. the aUied soverei^s, that ahhottgh\he form of the Britisk 
oi&onstitution prevents his signing the treaty, called the 'Holy League^ 
yet they •« have his entire concurrewce in$he principles they expres- 
sed, uw in the declaration they havetmade." 

Admitting^ the p(^»ibility, and even the^probabilHy^ that the alii- 
arce for the prefiervation- of peace will be-violated, and that there will 
again be wsfs in'Europepdor tothe bappy day, when nations shaH 
lc;irH war no more,--atiU t^^*Ho)y League rosy be of vast advantage. 

*• * ♦ 
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It is calculated to call the attention of people, of all classes, to the': 
destructive character of war. It opeiis a door for a free discussion of 
ics nature and principles, both from the pulpit and the press. Of 
course, the number of the friends of peace «¥iU be continually iner ea- 
sing, till their combined influence shall put an end to the game of . 
blood. 

Intelligence of all the foregoing facts- > has been received ^iticeth^- 
origin of the Massachusetts Peace Society ; and lidiere ara «tiU other 
facts which demand our notice. In Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland^ the leading «hat*ficters in the 
Society of Fnends have displayed a benevolent and persevering spirit, * 
i>ycifculattng extensively, publications in favor of ^aee^ wittwut anjf • 
partial regard *o the denomination from which theyoftgioatedc' Tbejr 
rejoice in tlie existence of Peace Societies among Christians of other 
denominations \ and the^ have both the ability and th6 disposition to 
afford important ikid^ 

•It should be- added, that in the course of the past year, a surprising . 
number of benevoleni institutiene have been founded, oi various names 
and for various purposes, Eitoh '•of- whleh ^may be regarded as an 
auxiliary to Peajse Societies, i^dPeace. Societies as auxiliaries-^ each ' 

It may now beasked^ what tostitntfOn' was ever fb^Med Ibr a nobler ' 
obiect; than the^boKtion of war and the preservation of peace \ If by - 
dinusing th»peaceful^ princtples and spirit of the gospel weeUect the*^ 
aholilion of war, we abolUh the f school of vice* and depravity, and : 
estaUtshria .i;8 room the school of Christian virtue and benevolence ; 
we dry up the sources of desolating ambition, and open a new channel 
for the: display of heroism, • and the attainment of glory ; nay. we 
obtsruct the road to perdition, and lay open and illuminate the path of 
life. 

We may further ask, whait institution, which had the^ -custom of 
ages, thtt habits of education, the ambition of the aspiring and the 
prejudicies of a world to encounter, was ever blessed' with brighter 
prospecta of sOccess, at its fii'St anniversary, than the Maisachusetts 
Pejice Society ? When this society was fi^rtned, with what a gloom 
wus it surrounded ! except when it looked up to the Father of ^ghts, 
or into the gospel- of his Son; Those who firftt conversed on- the sub- 
ject, hardly knew whom it would, be proper to consult or where to> 
look for a sufficient number of members to be<ealled a society. Not a 
syllable had reached ottr country respecting the pacific League of the 
three sovereigns ; i^nd notMng perhaps, was more remote from ex- 
pectation than such a phenomenon.- It was indeed, a formidable ob« 
jection in the minds Z>f many against joining the^ society, that nothing 
of the kind was known to exist in Europe. 4#ut now ibis objection 
is obviated ■{ the gloom which accompanied tMllylawn is dispelled, 
and the Sun or Fxa.ob is above the horizon. It may be occasionally 
eclipsed, or its light may be partially obstructed by intervening 
clouds ; yet It willpuraue its course, till it shall shine with meridian 
splendor. 

It is also a fact which dumands our gratitude, that notwithstanding • 
the geneAl prepossession, that war# are at inovitable «• earthquakes -^ 
# 
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and tefmpcftfl^ and that an efibrt ta abolish tbcra . woald be boUr ^M- 
lei^s and«da0^eroua, and little less than fighting against the Almigh^ ^^ 
yet thei«e prepossewiiong have beea gradually subsiding* or at least . 
they have not been suffered to display themaeltes in acts of hostility 
agaiiut the society. Some thtRgs h^ve indeed be^n written^ ftttn x^ 
roisappreb^rision of the objects. of the society, but much less than 
anighL naturaUy have been anticipated, and probably very little, com- 
puKd with what -would hava. appeared, had ^le write^sJie^ met with . 
intemperate replies. 

The friends of pi^ace havajta need to adopt a course oi>apgry alter- 
cation in defence of their principles. ^an<^ apu^als .to the under- 
standing, the conscience and the heart, are miM:^ better adapted to . 
advance the cause of peace. Strong prepossessions are not to be 
instantaneously removed i nor by othef than friendly and peaceable 
means. Harshness and asperity are much more likely to fix and in- 
crease prejudices, than to eradicate them.. Besides, in pleading the. « 
cause of peace, it would be very indecorous and inconsistent to in- 
dulge any other than a pacific spirit. Soft words turn away wrath-; 
ihey also open the ears and conciliate the affectioas of reasonable and , 
reflecting men. 

It is however^ mucbrto thakonor.of those of oiir fellow eiti<eiis» 
' who have doubled the utility of Feaoe Societies, that they h^vesa^ 
generally adopted the principle .of GamaUeh and letua alone, tiU it 
should appear whether this counsel and tills work were of men or of 
-Cod. And we may devoutly jhope tba| tbey will not much longer be 
kept in suspense on a question of such importance'to themselvesi ta . 
us and to the world. ^ 

Chrlsiians have long been in the habit f of commemorating at this 
season ot the year, the birth.,of. th« PatKca or Pa ace. It is now 
eighteen liundred and. sixteen years since the anthem' of Angels wag 
heard by the Shepherds pf Bethlehem— < Glory to God io the highest ; 
and on earth peace : good will towards men.^ It' was at this season 
of the last year that the Emperor Alexander proclaimed in Russia, 
th^ pacific Alliance. In the same month the Peace Society was for- 
med in Ohio. At this season of the last year, the Massachusetts 
p£ace Society had itaorigin. The avowgd object in all these recent 
institutions is, to carry into effect the grand and benlgnauit purpose of - 
God, in sending . his Son as the Prince of Peac^. 

Thus said the benevolent Messiah— :< The Son of man came not to 
destroy men's lives but to save them.'- His doctrines, hia. precepts, 
his prohibitioos, bis examples and his pra^rs were> all adapted to 
sucb a heavenly purpose. In subserviency tcHbis purpose our society 
was formed. To this end all its operations should be directed.. And 
what can be more an mi|j(pg than the thought of bein^ workers to- 
gether with God,: for |||Jp» redemption of o4ir race from the oppressicms, 
the crimes aifd tli^ miseries of war » and* for the estabUshroent of . 
peace and good will in a world of intelligent beings for whom the 
Saviour died, and who have for ages been lathe habit of destroying 
one another, and of glorying in their, shame. 

Fr<tm divine prophecies, and from, what God haa already done, we 
may derive hope and aiimation. Bijit, let jus. never indu^pe the thotigh^ 

» 
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lii^t tUose.predigCtions.whieh involve the ag^neyoi'tnen will bc^ accom* 
plished without that agency. Having put our hands to ^ the plough* 
let us never look ba6k. Having enlisted as soldiers of the Prince, of 
Peace, let us quit ourselves like men. With our minds deeply im- 
pressed with tiie bloody and revengeful character of war, and ita 
contrariety to the spirit of our religion; let us resolve in the language 
of Mr. Wilberforce, *< never, never will we desist till we have wiped 
away this scandal from the Christian name."* 

Thefij^t Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Peace Society wa9 
held in Boston at the Chauncey Place, Deceroi^er 26, 1816 ; a^d ^he 
above Repprt was read, accepted, and ordered to-be printed. . 



OFFIGE^bS ELECTBD'POK THE ENSUING YJ&AjSfa 

His H^nvWm,. Phillips, President. 
Hon. Thoman Dawes, Vice President. 
Elisha Tlcknor, £sq. Treasurer. 
Uev. T. M. Ha^ris^ D. D. Keeo'rding Seeretsry* 
i\ty* Noah Worceater. Corresponding Secretary. . 

■1 •• 

T^tees^ 
Rev. John F4>8ter D. D. Rev. Daniel Sharp 

Kev. Abiel Holmes D. D. John Kenrick, Esq. 

l^Aofessor Levi H^dge William Wells, Esq. 



OFFICERS APPOINTED BY THE BOARD FOR I8l7« 

Counsellors of the Corresponding Secretary. 
Ucv. John Foster D. D. Rev. Joseph M'Kean L. L, D. 

Uev. Jonathanllomer Rev,, W. E. Channing. 

Kev. Henry Ware D. D. 



• On the day of the Annual Meeting a letter was received from the 
Hon. Samuel Freeman, of Portland, announcing the pleasing intelli- 
g^ence that printed Proposals for a Peace Society in Cumberland 
County, were in circulation, and that several Ministers of reUgion and 
other respectable characters had already given, their names'. 

A U|U.cr has alsQ been recently reeeived from England, dated the 
4th Oct. 1816, announcing that two Peace Societr^i^ad be^yn formed 
in London » that THasB editions of the *< Solemn Review of the 
Custom of War/' had already been published ; that application had 
been madetfor a fourth ; that various other pamphlets on the sub- 
ject were in circulation ; some new ones about to be printed ; and 
that considerable attention had beeneXQited axvng Christians ot dif- 
fe/ent .deDomipatioi)g« 
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HeT .N Worcettep Rev John Pierce 

R^v J Foster D D Hon Siunuel Haven 

Rev Ezrm Ripley D D John Tappan Esq 
R$Y Elijah PiirUb D a^ 



JI»MBEltSOF THE MASSACHUSETTS j^EACB SOCIETT ABBA»€E» 
ACCORDING TO THE NUJl^BJfeU* K^CH TOWW. 



John Anderson 
Caleb Bineham «. 
Joseph Baser 
J W Burdit 
Amos Boynton 
J P Blancfaard 
Charles Ballard ^ 
Rev, W £ Channing'^^''^ ' 
Jacob A CummingSf' ' 
Charles Clcj^eland 
Hon Thomas Dawes ^ 
John Drew ^ 
. Hon John Davia • 
Benjamin Dearborn Esq. ^ 
John EUiot 

Kev James Freeman D D. 
Rev N L Frothingham . * 
John Grew 
Rev J HuniingtoiK. > 
Henry Homes 
G J H(>mcr 
Henry Hill Esq 
David Hale 
Rev C I^owell 
Deacon James MorriU -. 
Deacon* Samuel May 
Cplonei Joseph May 
Hon Isaac Parker 
Samttel Parkman %%^ 
Rev F Parkraan 
William Parsons Esq* 
W Phillips Lt Goiemor 
Rev Thomas Paul 
Dr Isaac I^and 
^ P Russell 
Benjamin Rich 
WiMiara Ropes * 

Rev Daniel Sharp 



; Ri», Isaac Smith 
Samuel Sailsbuiyjua 
Joseph Sewall Esq 
EvTicknor Esq 
John Tappao Esq 
Lewis Ta^wo 
Edward T^ckena«ll jttR 
Peter G Tbacher fis^.. 
Rev S C Thacher 
Isaiah Thomas jua 
Thomas Vose 
Rev Henry Ware 
WrUiamWl^UsEsq 
Thomas Wall^ut 
James White 
Redford Webster Esq 
Deacoja S H Walley 

Caleb Gannet Esq ' 

RcvT R Gannett : 

Samuel Cutler 

Rufus Davenport 

WtlUam Fisk 

Professor Levi Hedge- 

W Hillard Esq 

Rev Ablel Holmes D D^ ^ 

Rulus Hemmeoway ^ 

John Hayden 

Rev J T Kirkland President 

Rev J M^Kean Professor 

Henry Messenger 

Jonas Underwood 

Rev H Ware Professor 

John Walton 

John Wheeler 

Dr John Williams ^ 

Rev J E Abbot . 
liev Lucius BoUee * 
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Abiel Chandler 

John Dabney Esq 

'£ G Dabney 

Rev Brown Emerson 

WilliaiB Gibbs 

J W Gibbfl 

John Jenks 

Eliphalet Kimblll 

James King 

T n I^ftwrence 

Rev J Prince D D 

Ichabod Tucker 

Rev S Worcester D D 

J E Worcester 

Brighton — 14. 
Samuel Brooks 
1 haddeus Baldwin 
Stephen Dana Esq 
Rev JnhT»' foster D D 
Major Benjamin HoUon 
John Henidc 
Jacob N Knapp 
Rev Asa Lyman 
Dr Francis Moore 
Go "ham Parsons Esq 
Samuel Pomeroy Esq 
John Parkman 
Deacon Amos Twing 
Rev N Worcefiler 

Watertcicn'--T2. 
Tyler Bigelow Esq 
Nathaniel Bemis 
Nathaaiel Bemis £s^ 
Seth Bemis 
Tuke Bemis 
Aaron Clapp 
Moses CoolgeEsq 
Rev R R Eliot 
Samuel Hunt 
Dr Walter Hunne well 
Isaac Patten 
Nathaniel R Whitney 

By/eW— 11. 
)?ev Abiel Abbot 
Benjamin Colman 
Moses Dole 
Daniel Hale Esq^ 
John Lee 
Fben. Parsons E'-q 
Rev E Faiifth D D 



Jacob Pearley 
Edwin Parkct 
Ebenezer Perkins 
Enoch Tenney 

Netotottr^^ 
Gea Simon Elliot 
ReV J Grafton 
Rev Wm Greenough 
'Rev Jonathan Homtr 
Samuel Hyde 
John Kenrick Eaq^ 
John Richardson Esq 
Deacon Ebenezer White 
Samuel Worcester 

BrooMin — 5. 
Deacon Elijah Core^ 
Benjamin Goddard 
David Hy slop 
James Leeds 
Rev John Prince 

Dedhafnr-^5* 
"Rev Joshua Batea 
RevWm Cogswel 
•WiUard Gay Esq 
'Hon Samuel Haven 
Dr Jesre Wheaton 

'B.oxbwry^^, 

' Benjamin Billing* 

'Rev Jahn Bradford 

Dr John BartJett 

Rev Tliomas.Gray 

'4tev E^^orter D D 

"^CharUetown — 4v 
Jacob Faster 
David Goodwin Esq " 
Rev Isaac Hurd 
Rev Jedediab Mlorse 

Hingham — 6. 
Rev Henry Cdlman 
Daniel Kimball 
Caleb Thaxter 

Medford-^S^. 
Abner Bartlett Esa 
" Rev David Osgooa D^ 
Dr. Daniel Swan 

Norton^^S. 
Pev Pitt Clark 
George Leonard Esji 
Joseph Wood 



d by Google 



908 



The Friend of Peace. 



BiU^ea'^2. 
Iter H Cummings I) D 
RcT Natbai)iel Whitman 

Dareheeter'^2 
Rev T M Harris D I> 
Deacoa James Humphreys 
Northamptonr^2. 
Hon CHleb Strong 
Benjasin Tappan Esq 

Andover — 1. 
Rey £ Peiirson L L D 

CAc&eo— 1. 
Rev Joseph Turkerroan 

Concord — ^1, 
Rev Ezra Ripley O D 

Rev Ralph Sanger 

Dennis — 1. 
•Rev josppti Haven 

Hopkinton — 1 . 
Rev Naih.miel Howe 



Newhury^^. 
Rev John Kirby 

Neuhuryport — ^ 
Hon Daniel A White 

Northhorotigh-^l^ 
Rev Joseph Allen 

Quincy — 1 . 
Rev Peter Whitney 

Waltham^l. 
Rev Samuel Ripley 

Weymouth^l. 
Rev Jacob Norton 

West^Cambr idge — 1 * 
Rev Thaddeus Fiske 

Exeter^N^H.-r-^l. 

Hosea Hildrith 

PortsnuMtk, K U.— 1. 
Rev Israel Putnam 

Oxford, N. Y.—l. 
William GUe, 



Note.— Ccnsiderablepains has been taken to have the Hst oi mem- 
•fee 18 correct, as tonames, titles and places of abode. Still some 
doubts eiist, and the names of some who were supposed to be msm- 
bcrs, src not to be found in the Treasurer's bo^. In order to a 
regular distribution of pamphlets, it rs important that the Executire 
XoK.mittee should have a complete list Of the members of the socie- 
ty ; and any iifformatlGn whicii will enable them to correct the b'st 
"^ill be very acceptable. 

Seveial names have been addeid since the annual meeting. The 
*prtseni number is 185, of whibh 58 are minister* <^ religion:-* 

'^' As® YBT l^JIBRm 18 U091f." 



\ 
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